Google 



This is a digital copy of a book lhal w;ls preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as pari of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one thai was never subject 

to copy right or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often dillicull lo discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher lo a library and linally lo you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries lo digili/e public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order lo keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial panics, including placing Icchnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make n on -commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request thai you use these files for 
personal, non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort lo Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each lile is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use. remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is slill in copyright varies from country lo country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull lexl of 1 1 us book on I lie web 
al |_-.:. :.-.-:: / / books . qooqle . com/| 



losted by G00gle 



losted by G00gle 



FRANCE 



EYRE EVANS CROWE. 



NEW YORK: 
HARPER & BROTHERS, PUBLISHERS, 



listed by G00gle 



losted by G00gle 



TIM ConTeutinn. lo ihe Dealh of Louis XVI ..- Page 1 

CHAP. II. 

1793. 

TbeCoiivcntioa from the DeathofLoaisXVI uithe falloflheGironifc 34 

CHAP. III. 

1793-1794. 



From the Fall of El(ilM's[)i:.Tr(; t.i ('...: I)i-.,:l.uii,-i of iFjc Convention 

CHAP. V. 
1J9S-1797. 

CHAP. VI. 

I'i:>.n n, n FiraCsssationof War with Austria at I,col«ri to IheEstab- 
lUhUMrit of the Consulate I 

CHAP. VII. 
1799—1804. 



n Bonaifcrte'fl Accessitm In tin: j:mpiri;Iu (he Peace of Tilsil 

ii the Peaco of Tilsit to the Marriage of I lie Emperor with Maria 

CHAP. X. 
a Napoleon'e Marriage with the Archr'ochess lo his Flight from 



The fall of 



CHAP XI 

i-i;i— ivu; 



„ Google 



losted by G00gle 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



CHAP. I. 

1793—1793. 



The French revolution is apt to present itself to the eye 
is a hideous spectre. We behold and tremble. We are ap- 
palled by its monstrous aspect, and too deeply stricken with 
horror to regard it fixedly, with scrutiny and patience. Could 
we but do so, the phantom would lose much of its shadowy 
character; and although naught can wash away its crimes 
and blood, it would at least appear but an earthly and human 
phenomenon, the nature and causes of which we might per- 
ceive and store up as the precious materials of wisdom. 

Hitherto, however, the revolution has been treated as the 
spectre, and considered beyond the pale of humanity. The 
imagination alone has seized upon its prominent horrors. 
Even those, who have deigned to seek for a cause, have 
found it in some collateral or subordinate circumstance. Phi- 
losophy in the opinion of some, the duke of Orleans or Pitt 
in that of others, prepared and brought about the great ca. 
tastrophe ; whilst others again are satisfied to cast the entire 
blame on the fickleness and. cruelty of man born upon the 
French soil. Scarcely has a distinction been made betwixt 
the revolution and its excesses. Freedom itself has been in- 
cluded in the general stigma, and (node answerable for that 
mass of guilt and folly, which its enemies were mainly in- 
fluential in producing. 

The most fatal circumstance of the epoch was foreign in- 
erference, fatal alike in the hopes and the fears which it 
occasioned. Reliance on foreign support caused the emigra- 
tion of the noblesse, as well as the temporizing, and at inter- 
vals the insincere, policy of the unfortunate Louis XVI. Had 
king and aristocracy been obliged to confine their views tn 
France, they would either have from the first submitted 
frankly, in which case power could never have descended 



„ Google 



8 H18TOWV OF FRANCE, 179" 

lower than the ranks and opinions of the constitutionalists ; 
or they would have stood forth in open and in civil war, an 
alternative preferable to flight, conspiracy, anil massacre. 
The monarch, obedient to the moderation of his character, 
pursued an uncertain career, a kind of medium between the 
extremes, by which lie excited irritation and popular hatred, 
ami compelled the successive parties, which in the assembly 
advocated the cause of freedom, to call in the popular force, 
first to their support, and then to their mastery. Finally 
came invasion ; it produced the 10th of August, and render- 
ed possible the massacres of September, which the panic and 
;:nl ii:i|i:iU'd vengeance of an expiring cause could alone have 
executed. 

By these judgments the prudence of the actors is arraign- 
ed, not the honesty or justice of their conduct. Louis cannot 
be considered criminal for endeavoring to recover a share of 
his authority, or even for leaguing with foreign sovereigns 
for this end. Yet the consideration which thus spares him 
from censure must also tend to excuse, though certainly not 
to exculpate, those who counter-intrigued in the cause of 
freedom. The interference of the Austrian and Prussian 
monarchs was most fatal as a measure ; but who can say that 
it was not warranted by just fears for themselves, by just and 
generous sympathy for Louis? 

Previous to the breaking out of the revolution, the old 
alliance formed under Choiseul betwixt the houses of Austria 
and Bourbon still subsisted. England, Holland, and Prussia 
were the powers in the opposite balance; whilst Russia, 
which had lately made on abrupt and giant intrusion into the 
European confederacy, stood among them in an attitude of 
sullen and selfish independence. This power had compelled 
the first partition of Poland, and was now menacing to ap- 
propriate to herself the rest of that ill-fated kingdom. Aus- 
tria and Prussia, filled with congenial alarm at the encroach- 
ments of Russia on one side, and the moral plague of jacobin, 
ism rising and reflected towards them like a mephitic exha- 
lation from France on the other, agreed to sink their mutual 
jealousies, and come to a closer understanding. The emperor 
Leopold could not but be anxious to relieve his sister, Marie 
Antoinette, and her royal consort, from the cruel position ir. 
which the revolution had placed them. Frederick William, 
less touched with sympathy, was still anxious to profit by the 
supposed weakness and disorganization of France. The king- 
dom of Prussia had not yet renched its iiuluriil development ; 
its numerous and w«ll-disciplined army inheriting the renown 
of the great Frederick, was an instrument of power too su- 
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Ce to be allowed to remain idle. Whilst Leopold, there, 
was anxious to form a. wide alliance, in which all Euiope 
was to join, in order, hy ils imposing furnc, without an actual 
war, to fright back France into the ways of moderation and 
loyalty, the king of Prussia aimed at unfolding the banner of 
the great Frederick, and carving fur himself new territoriee 
with the sword. The sovereigns met at the castle of Pilnitz 
in the summer of 1791. The count d'Artois, together with 
one or two leading emigrants, were present And hence was 
issued the famous declaration in which the linger of menace 
was held up againBt France, and which sought to awe a great 
nation with such significant reproof as is used towards a fro- 
ward child. 

This served but to rouse the pride of the national iiswrnb y, 
and to afford the demagogues of Paris an ample theme of decla- 
mation against the tyrants of Europe. The mild menace of 
Leopold produced an effect precisely the contrary of that in- 
tended. The French ministry was compelled to assume a 
tone of arrogance equal to that of its enemies. Explanation 
\y;is Kowrht and answered by demands to which no king, much 
less a republican government, immediately responsible for 
any insult allowed to be offered to the national pride, could 
possibly submit. War was the consequence. It was declared ; 
but active measure's for prosecuting it were not taken, until 
the emperor Francis succeeded to his father Leopold in the 
spring of 1792. 

In the commencement of Ibis same jeti, lluniounez, then 
minister, conceived the bold plan of assuming the offensive, 
and iiiviuliii" Belgium, a country in which insurrection hod 
been but lately quelled and imperfectly extinguished. The 
French, he reasoned, would rally to them the powerful body 
of the malcontents; and the weak state of the Flemish for- 
tresses, dismantled by the emperor Joseph, presented no ob- 
stacle to invasion : Luxembourg and Namur were in fact the 
only towns capable of making serious resistance. If the 
project of Dumouriez was bold, the mode in which he pur- 
posed to execute it savored of the inexperience of the time. 
The military critics of Napoleon's school smile with pity on 
his plan of dividing his small force into four columns, which 
be caMml armies, each to invade upon a different point. This 
was still more faulty with young troops, who gather confi- 
dence, when acting in numbers and in mass. Then the gene- 
rals charged to execute Dumouriez's orders were Utile inclined 
to them; neither Rochambeau nor La Fayette approved of 
the plan of campaign. The result was total failure. Two of 
'fie divisions, struck with a panic at sight of the fiw, turned 
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and fled. Theobald Dillon, who commanded one, was mur- 
dered by his troops in the streets of Lille. Thus, in the army, 
as in the capital, panic produced those acts of ferocity and 
crime which must for ever sully the pages of the national his- 

After this unpromising commencement of the war, politics 
and private dissensions occupied he French generals, and par 
alyzed their armies. Dumouriez, after ousting 1 his colleague 
from the ministry, was compelled himself to retire. La Fay 
ctte turned his attention more against the Jacobins in Paris 
than against Austrians or Prussians, He expostulated with 
the assembly by letter and in person. After the 10th of Au- 
gust he took upon him to resist the government established 
by that revolution ; and, failing to prevail on hia soldiers, waa 
obliged to fly, accompanied merely by his staff! He then fell 
into the hands of the enemy, and was detained by them for a 
long time in the priaons of Olmutz. The dexterous Dumou- 
riez had known how to profit by these blunders and misfor- 
tunes of La Fayette. On quitting the ministry, he had joined 
the army as lieutenant-general, and waa intrusted with an in- 
ferior command. Here he contrived to thwart the plans and 
disobey the orders of La Fayette, a circumatanee that endear- 
ed him to the now dominant party in the convention; and 
Dumouriez was appointed commander-in-chief. 

The allies in the meantime had not shown any activity in 
profiting by tho di^ensifjiis and [lisorgisniziitionof the French. 
The emperor Francis, having but lately ascended his throne, 
had not sufficiently matured his preparation ; and the sum- 
mer was far advanced ere the campaign commenced. On the 
25th of July was iasued the famed manifesto of the duke of 
Brunswick, summoning the French to return to their alle- 
giance. It concluded by threatening that if the chateau of 
the Tuilleries was forced or insulted, or any violence offered 
to the royal family, the emperor and king would take exem- 
plary vengeance by delivering up the city of Paris to military 
execution and total subversion. This imprudent threat indi. 
cated the very time that could most fully set it at naught : in 
a few days after the receipt of the manifesto at Paris, the Tuil- 
leries were stormed, and the king hurled from his throne into 
a dungeon. The insurrection of the 10th of August was the 
reply of the Parisians to the duke of Brunswick, or rather tt, 
Calonne, who had drawn up the document. The rapid march 
of an overwhelming army upon the French capital could alone 
have given weight or sense to so haughty a menace. 

The duke of Brunswick, however, had not this overwhelm- 
ing force. HJs army, includiit!: I lie i-orps of emigres. Aid no! 
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exceed Bi'jOljn men, whilst. the Aus'.rians, prepared to support 
!iim on the right and left, did not. muster iiii.lt" the stipulated 
number. The failaro of tiii.-; invasion is universally and ci- 
olusively attributed to the duke ; whereas a great part of the 
cause lies in the simple fiict, timt. the potent, monarchies of 
Prussia and Austria though;, proper to attempt the conquest 
of France with no greater iorce than that which their ene- 
mies could without eiliirt oppose to liieui. The task of inva- 
sion requires sornethme move than equah'y of strene'th. This 
the duke knew, and hence the feebleness, the incertitude, the 
tardiness of Ms operations. 

The French army secoed no dm.mt '.oodev itself as aneasy 
prey. Its first feat was a. panic flight. It was distracted- by 
the disorders of the capital. Lafayette tampered with his 
troop-, and sous'] it. t.o array them against the anarchists. Fail- 
ing' in this, he lied, and the army remained without a leader 
until the appointment of Dumourie;.. The duke of lirunswiok 
might indeed have taken advantage of this disorganized stale 
of the French army, have attacked and routed the portion of 
It under La. Fayette;. A Euonapai'te would not have hesitated. 
The duke, over wavy, reared to leave the smallest fortress 
unreduced behind him. lie laid siege to Longwy, took it, 
then invested Verdun with the same success. In the capture 
if these towns was spent Ihe mou'h of August; and early in 
September Dumourioj-., promoted to tiie chief command, was 
able to take active measures of defence. 

If. was just at this moment, when the French had recovered 
unity nuil force, under a talented leader, that the Prussian 
monarch and ins general thought fit to shake off dilator iness, 
and march boldly towards the capital. The duke of Bruns- 
wick, indeed, still deprecated the hardihood of the scheme. 
for which he deemed his army not sufficiently strong. A 
month previous, it would have boon more practical.)! e ; now. 
Dumouriez, with the quick eye el' military (renins, had. by 
forced marches, occupied all tin; passes of the forest of Ar- 

fmne, the only route of the allied army towards the capita; 
rench histovians narrate with pride the occupation of these 
defiles by Dumonrien. The manmuvre is represented as 
something liinacuioiis and heroic, and as having, in fact, 
saved tlie kingdom from invasion ; and yet, in a few days, we 
find the Prussians penctratrng through them, and breaking 
without d idle nit y through the boasted line of defence ; leaving 
Dumouriez to decamp, and repair the disaster hy some new 
stratagem. The grand merit of that, general was his moral 
courage. When all his coiuitryt.icn despaired of their cause, 
—when the Parisian hwKartin? tneilitm.ed a retreat heliind 
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the Loire, and the Parisian mob made what they considered 
to lie the hst use of (.heir sovereignty, in massacring their 
imprisoned enemies, liumoiiriex never once lost eonjidenoe. 
'■ Argonno is the French Theniiopyhiy' wrote lie; "but ] 
shall he more fortunate than I.eonidas." The ministry wrote 
to liim in a panic lo retreat, to come to their aid. to retire be- 
hind the Manic, llumouricz n-mokcd tiioir fears ; and even 
when the passage* of Ihe Argoime wore forced, he took an- 
other position at. St. .Menchouid, and summoned the several 
division!! of the army, scattered by the Prussians, having 
forced their lines, to ra'.iy thither, initl stand again on the de- 
fensive. The tardiness oft'io I'russiaus hero again t::'.cd the 
French. Strong detachments from Met* and froin Lille were 
allowed to join ilumonrioz; who, thus reinforced, determined 
to hold firm in the caitr.i aw! posi'iou winch iio occupied, and. 
which former! a line of heights protected by tin; Aisne and the 
Auve, and l>y the marshes on tlieir hanks. 

The road to Paris w;:s indeed open to the Prussians, if 
they wished to leave Dumoiirie/. in tbeir rear ; but their ob- 
ject was now to capture thai, general and bis army. With 
this view the king of Prussia, hi bis persona! order, hastened 
forward bis divisions to out. oft' flie relreat of the French, oc- 
cupying the vijisil betwixt them ami tiie capital. Dispositions 
were then made lor the attack, concerning the. success of 
which the monarch was sanguine, and his general by no 
means so. The lut'er, iiowever, acted in obedience to ibo 
ardor of the king, and, on llie 2(]tii of Seal ember, a cannonade 
opened on both tides, and was supposed to bo the prelude to 
an engagement. The advanced uivisbn of the French was 
at. Valmy, an eminence surnioiinted by a mill. The duke of 
Brunswick formed bis troops in column of attack, and ad- 
vanced to carry 'bis ooint by assault. J tospite the cannonade, 
tho Prussian bayonets already "-listened at the foot of the 
eminence; the French unmoved shewed I teinsolves ready tor 
the charge, ami gave veel !■:> tiioir ardor in shouts of Vive la 
natintt ! This kill I shoui was suliicienl to appal the duke of 
Brunswick, and nwukeu all his iioidits tifsiiocess. An instan 
order recalled tin: troops that were on the point of attacking 
The assault was iibandened, and I lie French were left to exul' 
in tho irresolution, if nut in the pusilb.iiimiiy, of their aniag 
onist. Such was the cannonade, n:isca.lled the battle, of 
Valmy, winch, iiowever unproductive of loss or of glory, 
proved as decisive as a victory to Dutjimirk'z. I lencofoi'iii the 
retreatoftbe Prussians, liie uiilmiibnouf ol'tkeir high menaces 
and schemes, became inevitable. Unable to force the French 
position, or leave it behind ; Hurling il difficult to support 
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themselves m an enemy's country, with the Argonne betwixt 
them and their magazines; afflicted by disease as well as 
went, the Prussians commenced their retreat ten days after 
the affair of Valmy. There were some attempts maue at ne- 
gotiation ; but the ruling powers at Paris would listen to none 
whilst an enemy trod the territory of France. The retreat 
of the Prussians, who but a few days since menaced Paris 
with destruction, was inexplicable to Europe, and has been 
accounted for as proceeding from a purchase or a bribe. The 
assertion is unproved and improbable. The duke of Bruns- 
wick retired with his troops towards the Rhine. The repub- 
licans re-entered Longwy and Verdun, and many of the in- 
habitants of the latter town, who liad betrayed attachment to 
the royal cause, suffered under the guillotine; amongst these 
victims were six young ladies, who had offered a bouquet of 
Bowers, in token of congratulation, to the king of Prussia. 

The elections for the new assembly were taking place in 
(.ho iii'vanlime, whilst the men of blood, whom their audacity 
had raised to power, took advantage of the interregnum to 
complete the work of massacre. A crowd of prisoners, those 
more especially guilty of high birth, had been sent to Orleans, 
to be judged by a court established there. An order, or rather 
a band of ruffians, was dispatched to transfer them to Paris. 
They had no sooner reached Versailles, on their road, than all 
the noted assassins of the capital hurried thither, to perpetrate 
and enjoy a renewal of the massacres of the 2d of September. 
In vain was Danton, minister of justice, applied to in behalf 
of the prisoners. He refusal all interferoricp, and revmWd 
with anger each mention of it. The cut-throats found no ob- 
stacle to the seizure of their prey, and the unfortunate pris- 
oners of Orleans were massacred in the orangery of Ver- 
sailles. Some fifty victims were too few to glut the rage of 
the executioners, and they accordingly hurried to the prisons 
of Versailles to act over again the scones of the Force and 
Conciergerie. Commissaries, at the same time, selected by 
Danton, set forth in all directions from the capital, bearing as 
their manifesto a bold avowal of the late murders of tbfl ai ' 
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n the jTfVcm of mas^cre. Trie spacious hi -.'.*. ami ltililii r,.-b 
of tin: Hotel de Villu wore filled with the spoil of the nobles, 
who had been arrested or slain: even the depot of the crown- 
jewels was broken into, and much of its precious valuables 
carried off. Suchastateof things had of course its influence in 
the elections, more especially of the capital, where not tobe 
royalist, but to be noderately repuolican, brought instant de- 



Jy Google 



14 HISTOR? OF FRANCE. 1794 

nunciation and arrest, Robespierre and Danton were the first 
names that came from the electoral urn ; the famous David, 
Legendre, Collot d'Herboia, Philip Egalite, and Marat were 
their colleagues. The members elected by the city of Paris, 
says Thiers, "consisting- of some tradesmen, a butcher, an 
acior, an engraver, a painter, a lawyer, two or three journal- 
ists, and a fallen prince, did not ill represent the confusion and 
variety of personages that figured in this great capital." 

The national convention assembled on the 30th of Septem- 
ber, the very day in which the Prussians quailed at Vahny, 
and gave up victory to the cause of republicanism. The 
members of the Gironde had been all returned, and even their 
numbers reinforced; so indocile as yet were the provinces to 
the rule of the Jacobins. The Girondists occupied the right 
of the assembly: Robespierre and his comrades took post on 
the upper benches of the left, in order to be near to and in 
communication with their supporters, the noisy audience of 
the public galleries. From this position the Jacobin party 
were called the Mountain, whilst those members who filled 
the middle place, both with respect to their seats and princi- 
ples, were designated the Plain, or the Marsh. Barrere was 
considered the chief of this central and at first neutral party; 

f'rincipally consisting of men new to political questions or 
ife, and whose public education was yet to be completed. 
These formed the majority of the convention ; on their votes 
and leanings evidently depended the march of both legislature 
and government. At the present moment they were inspired 
by extreme respect for the Gironde. ■ Petion, one of the most 
influential of tliat party, was elected president ; whilst Verg. 
niaud, Condorcet, and Brissot filled the office of secretaries. 

The first decree of the convention was that abolishing roy- 
alty, on the motion of Collot d'Herboia, the comedian; the 
next was to do away with the old courts of law, to declare 
that all judges should be reappointed, that is, elected ; and 
tliat there was no need of having studied law in order to be a 
judge.* Immediately after broke out the fierce war betwixt 
the Mountain and the Gironde, the most inveterate and fatal 
that the annals of any assembly record, and at the same time 
the most important to be studied, as a phase which every revo- 
lution in its downward course is likely to present 

In common with the Jacobins, the Girondq had warred upon 
royalty to its destruction. Aristocracy had been proscribed. 
Universal equality of political and civil rights had been de- 
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creed. There scarcely remained a public principle on which 
two republican parties could differ. Personal hatred, however, 
supplied any want of the kind ; and royalty and republicanism 
never worked each other such mutual ill as did these parties, 
the colors of whose political creeds differed but by a shade. The 
Girondists were aristocratic in comparison with the Mountain 
they were men of education and of lalent; men who did no 
scorn society, and who would have adorned it even in the re 
finement of monarchic days. This alone was sufficient to ex 
cite the hatred of Robespierre and Marat, whose only princi- 
ple was a deep and rancorous jealousy of all social distinction. 
Both parties courted popular favor, and pretended to lead the 
popular cause. But the Girondists were merely amateur 
democrats, would-be rabble, not the actual rabble itself, as 
Marat and his tribe were. And these were indignant that 
men respectable in birth and profession should dare to assume 
the place of representatives of the people. Favorers, as the 
Gironde were to a certain degree, of law and social order, 
they required some more certain and congenial support than 
that of the mob. The miJdlu clashes, unitod, organized, and 
armed, would have been their natural auxiliaries ; but the 
middle classes of the capital had supported the constitutional- 
isls, orffHiillwis, ami with them had been crushed by the Jaco- 
bins and Girondists themselves, during the latter months of 
the legislative assembly. The Gironde had favored the in- 
surrection of the 20th of June; and by having done so, by 
having fatally condescended to make use of the popular arm, 
had rendered themselves powerless to resist the movements 
of either the 10th of August or the 2d of September. By the 
same fault they had alienated the middle classes of the Paris- 
ians, who thenceforth had, either in timidity or zeal, become 
blended in the ranks of the Jacobins. Thus had the Girond- 
ists left themselves without any support in the capital, ex- 
cept their talents and the Tightness of their views. For to 
compete with Robespierre and Danton for the favor of the 
populace was now a vain attempt, most vain, since these lead- 
ers had indulged the mob, even to satiety, in riot, plunder, 
and blood. The Girondists had, however, a numerous body of 
partisans of the middle classes in the provinces; and to bring 
a chosen band of j.iio^o to protect thiiin ajrainst the insurree- 
tibnary spirit of the lower orders in Paris, became one of then 
early endeavors. 

Of the ministry, or the executive council, established on the 
king's suspension, the ( jivuniii^n were indeed the majority; 
but the lionest simplicity of Roland and his friends was over- 
matched by the energy of Danton. In vain did Roland pro- 
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for the municipality had usurped tlic whole of the judicial and 
Ltiiinm:s'r;i rive authority. We have seen the legislative as- 
sembly) in its last siUi:i?s, cower and shrink before a menace 
of the commune. During the interval of the elections, this 
body ruled uncontrolled ; and those friends of order and of 
law, who were determined to combat its usurpations, deferred 
the bold attempt until the convention should have assembled. 

The Gironde was indignant at the massacre which had been 
perpetrated, and at the criminal stain cast by such deeds upon 
the revolution. To wipe this away, to prevent the recurrence 
of these acts of blood, to disarm and reprove at least, if not to 
punish the perpetrators, was the first effort of the party now 
seated on the right of the assembly. In the third sitting of 
the convention, Roland read his report, as home minister, on 
the state of the country, the disorders of which, as well as the 
inevitable weakness of the government, he forcibly described: 
"The confidence of a free people in its governors must prove 
ever the chief strength and safeguard of the latter: it will be 
sufficient in ordinary times, in days of peace and order ; but 
the present, unfortunately, is neither a peaceful nor an ordi- 
nary epoch. Around the national convention the influence of 
Brunswick is lelt ;* it is he who produces tumults, which no 
administration can possess confidence sufficient to obviate or 
quell. There is need then of force: force alone can put down 
treason. I think, therefore, that the National Convention ought 
to surround itself with an armed troop, composed of profes- 
sional soldiers, disciplined and paid." 

On the following day tidings arrived that assassinations, 
similar to those of the capital, were commencing in the prov- 
inces, no doubt produced by the circulars and instructions of 
the Jacobins. The choler of the Gironde instantly burst forth: 
and, on the proposal of Buzot, a triple decree was passed, ap- 
pointing a committeee to inquire into the state of Prance and 
of the capital; to prepare a law against the provocation to 
murder ; and also a plan for providing a guard, to be drawn 
from the eighty-three departments, for the protection of the 
n&ttonnl convention. 

In this first outbreaking of the storm against them in the 
convention, Robespierre and his friends preserved silence. 
They raised sornrj li'iliJLiL' iibjr-ctimi-i, but dared not to oppose 
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the decree : they rather seemed to affect moderation, and to 
deprecate the wrath of the Gironde. In this party were sev- 
eral who thought it widest to uliiindon recrimination, and to 
establish a kind of amnesty for the past and peace for the 
future, which might reclaim the men of blood to the path of 
order and of patriotism. Petion advised this plan of conduct; 
which was certainly pasillaiiimous, though, perhaps, not un- 
wise, considering that it fell in perfectly with the pacific and 
timid views of the deputies of the centre or Plain. It was 
little practicable, however; for the anarchists who quailed 
and remained silent in the convention, recovered audacity and 
speech in the Jacobin club, and gave free vent to their vin- 
dictive fury. 

Lasource a Protestant clergyman, and member of the mod- 
erate party, attended the jacobin meeting, and heard these 
denunciations, in which the majority of the convention were 
represented as seeking to excite the departments against the 
capital, and to check the progress of liberty. He made an 
instant remark thereon to his neighbor Merlin; observing, 
that those agitators aspired to establish a dictatorship in their 
own favor. Merlin of Thionville, having been a hnissivr, or 
hailiff, of that town, was a bold, uncom promising Jacobin, a 
very Ajax, as the revolutionists called him in their tongue. 
He stood up on the following day in the convention, and chal- 
lenged Lasource to state openly and prove his accusation. 
Lasource did not shrink from avowing his opinion. He dread- 
ed, he said, the despotism of the capital and its agitators ; h« 
feared to see Paris become, what Rome was in the empire, the 
tyrant of the world, while itself was the slave of sedition. 
Osselin rose, and treated the fears of Lasource as chimerical : 
" The idea is absurd : that any one here should aspire to the 
dictatorship is impossible." 

" Tis not, 'tis not impossible ! " exclaimed Rebecqui, deputy 
for Marseilles. " I assert that there does exist a party in 
this assembly which aspires to establish the dictatorship: and 
the chief of this party — 1 will name him — is Robespierre ! " 

Amidst the tumult caused by this denunciation, Danton 
obtained possession of the tribune,* and endeavored to prevent 
these dissensions from going further. To avert the attack 
from Robespierre, he spoke of himself, "who had served the 
cause of liberty with all the energy of his temperament ;" 
nd of Marat, with whom iruWd he affected not to be on 
terms of friendship; but whose violence he represented as 
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Excusable, since his long concealment from vexation and ar- 
rest, in caverns, ami subterraneous hiding-places, had soured 
and corrupted his temper. To counterbalance the accusation 
brought against the Mountain, Danton insinuated that there 
was another party in the assembly, whose object was to par- 
tition France into as many republics as provinces, and thus to 
destroy the unity of the country. This was aimed at llic Gi 
ronde. Danton proposed to decree the pain of death against 
whosoever should entertain either of these projects, whether 
the dictatorship or federalism. 

The accusation, thus adroitly parried by Danton, might have 
been set at rest, had not Robespierre thought proper to under- 
take his own defence. He enumerated the acts of his past 
life with a cold arrogance, and in a speech so tedious and dull, 
that even his own friends called out to hint, in impatience, to 
have done with his kyrielle. 

As Marat was. alluded to in the debate, he, too, thought it 
necessary to enter upon his exculpation. His appearance at 
the tribune excited such an acclamation of disgust, that tc 
make himself heard was impossible. But the accusations 
against him were redoubled. CamboH produced a kind of 
placard, signed Marat, in which a dictatorship, or despotic 
triumvirate, is called for as the only means of public safety. 
It became necessary to hear the monster's defence. Taking 
a. cap from his head, such as is worn by the people, Marat 
placed it on the tribune, and facing the general outcry, with 
distorted and nervous smile, he began: — "I have a great 
many personal enemies in this assembly."— " All of us! all 
of us!" was the clamorous interruption and reply of the 
greater partof the members. Marat undauntedly continued— 
" I have many personal enemies in this assembly. I recall 
them to a sense of shame. I exhort them to cease their furi- 
bund clamors. The members for the city of Paris are accused 
of aspiring to the triumvirate, or the dictatorship. It is merely 
because I am one of them tint this iiittu.Halio-n is made. I owe 
it to Danton, and to Robespierre, to declare, that they have 
always opposed the project of a dictatorship, which I have 
never ceased to recommend in my writings. I have a lance to 
break with them on that point 1 am myself the first and the 
only writer in France who has proposed and supported the 
dbtatorship, as the sole means of crushing traitors and con- 
pirators. I am alone to blame or to be condemned for this. 
lint first, hear me. 

" Amidst the machinations of a perfidious king, an abomi- 
nable court, and of false patriots, who sold the cause oi'li/juity 
imblies, can you repruach me with hav 
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ing imagined the only means of public safety, with having in- 
voked the hatchet of popular vengeance on the gmlty heads 1 
No, you dare not. The people would disavow you — the peo. 
pie, who, at len«t!i, in irtdia to own pi; iV ( i:ii ty rants and traitors, 
felt the necessity of turning dictator itself. 

" Believe me, I shuddered as much as any of you at these 
terrible insurrections; one! it was to obviate the necessity of 
their recurrence, that I wished to see the popular force guided 
by one firm hand. Had this been understood at the taking of 
the Bastile, live hundred heads would have fallen, and tran- 
quillity would have been secured. But no; events were left 
in tJniiiiBclves, and vengeance abandoned to the people. And 
what has been the consequence? A hundred thousand patriots 
have been slaughtered, and a hundred thousand more arc 
menaced with a similar fete. At any rate, to prove to you 
that the dictator, or the triumvir, which I recommended, was 
not to answer to the vulgar idea of a tyrant, my proposal was, 
that his authority should last but for a few days ; that his 
only office should be to condemn traitors; and that this dread 
magistrate himself should have always a cannon-hall attached 
to his leg, in order that he might continue under the hand of 
the people. Such was the dream of my patriotism ; and if 
your intellects have not elevation enough to comprehend it, 
so much the worse for you." 

Whilst some were disgusted with the arrogance and blood- 
thirstiness of this speech, and others amused even to laughter 
by its impertinence, the too flexible majority were itnK'k by 
the ferocious energy of Marat's character and views. The 
new deputies of the Plain, who had hitherto looked with ab- 
horrence on the monster, here submitted to listen and learned 
to tolerate him. 

Vergniaud, the famous orator of the Gironde, rose imme- 
diately, in order to counteract the favor excited towards Ma- 
rat. His first expressions of abhorrence against the man of 
blood were interrupted by murmurs. Vergniaud then read 
the famous circular, in which the massacres of September 
were avowed, and held up to the imitation of the provinces. 
Boileau succeeded him at the tribune, and commenced read- 
ing an address to the people, signed Marat, and published 
that very morning. Its tenor was as follows: — 

" One reflection oppresses me ; it is, that all my efforts to 
erve the people must fail without a new insurrection. Seeing 
the temper of the majority of the national convention, I des- 
pair of the public safety. Fifty years of anarchy are before 
us; and the onlv \v;iy of avuidisif; them is by appointing a 
III.— 2 
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dictator, a true patriot .-sod M;\W-sman. O jabbling people, 
did you but know how to act /" 

An indescribable tumult took i>lace on the perusal of this 
pithy address. "To prison with the wretch; to the guillo- 
tine !" was the general cry. The accusation of Marat was 
proposed. He again demanded to be heard, and once more 
took possession of (lie tribune with increased confidence and 
effrontery. " Ah to that writing which the member has de- 
nounced, I am far from disavowing it. A falsehood baa 
never passed my lips, and fear is a stranger to my heart." 
Nevertheless Marat proceeded to state, that the address jusl 
produced was written a week hack, and suppressed, but re- 
published that morning against his knowledge by his printer. 
This was a manifest falsehood ; for a week past the conven- 
tion did not exist, nor could there then have been a motive or 
on object of insurrection : but the excuse appeased the placa- 
ble assembly; and Marat, reading them a more moderate ar- 
ticle from a new journal which he had just commenced, was 
hearkened to in silence, and even not without applause. 
Having produced this effect, he proceeded, certainly with the 
perfection of all impudence, to lecture them on the baleful 
effects of passion : " Had I not written a moderate paragraph 
this morning, you would have delivered me over to the sword 
of justice. But no, I had still a mode of escape from perse- 
cution. With this," said he, drawing forth a pistol, and put- 
ling it to his forehead, " I would have blown out my brains 
at thin tribune. Such was (ohave been the reward of three 
years' sufferings, imprisonments, wakings and watchings, 
fears and labors, privations and dangers. As it is, however, 
I shall remain amongst you, and brave your fury." 

This parliamentary scene has been minutely dwelt on ; it 
depicts fully the character, the gait, and the tactics of the 
rival parties. The Gironde commences in all the strength of 
indignation, sure of its cause and of the majority of the as- 
sembly; yet even in the most rapid flow of its eloquent re- 
sentments, there is a vacillation, a yielding of purpose, which 
might be taken for magnanimity! but which proved weakness. 
Barbaroux commenced against Robespierre with the defiance 
of an inveterate foe, yet terminated with regret, with profes- 
sions of friendship, and proffers of aa oblivion of injury. At 
this very moment, when tin' Gi rondo lie-ooiod itself triumph- 
ant, the Jacobins made the first step towards acquiring that 
mastery in the assembly, which they had already secured out 
of its doors: (his was the very crisis of the quarrel. Had 
tiie Gironde remained firm, and pressed the condemnation, at 
least of Marat, tho final victory m ; ght have been on its sidf? 
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hut they gave up the struggle, in lassitude, or in contempt of 
their enemies ; dcciiiinsr. unwisely, that the thunders of their 
eloquence wen; siiliiek-nt to bii;<hi. I he brows and bumble tlie 
power of the Jacobins. Tiie newly returned deputies, that 
occupied the Plain, learned in tJiia limimis debate that the 
Jacobins were not altogether the monsters which had been 
represented ; or, if tins was difficult, they at least saw that 
there was firmness, eonviclion, and even talent, in their mon- 
strosity. The influence of the Gironde was shaken. The 
termination of this long and fiery debate proves forcibly this 
effect It ended by a decree, declaring the republic one and 
indivisible; thus guarding, as it were, against the supposed 
federalism of the Gironde, rather than against the renewal of 
massacre and the establishment of a dictatorship by the 
Mountain. Nothing could be more inconsequential and ab- 
surd tlian such a vote succeeding such a debate ; nor can any 
thing more strongly paint the vacillation of the assembly and 
ihn weakness of its leading party. 

Whilst all the attention and zeal of the national assembly 
were spent in these quarrels, the Prussians were still at St. 
Menehould. But not even tlie menacing presence of a for- 
eign enemy could distract the Mountain and the Gironde 
from the canine combat, in which they tore each other, and 
struggled for mastery. Day after day it was renewed. The 
municipality or commune was attacked for not submitting to 
the decree for its renewal or re-election. The commune re- 
plied in the fbDowing sitting by denouncing former decrees 
to have been bought by the court, and declaring that they 
had found documents which would prove this. The debate 
in consequence turns for many days upon these papers, and 
tlie existence of tlie commune itself is forgotten. Neither 
of the questions is decider), and in lieu of them we find that 
of the guard to be drawn from the departments to protect the 
convention again brought on by Buzot, discussed, disputed, 
and abandoned with the usual inconstancy. The commune 
withheld the usual stipend or succor paid to the indigent Its 
Jacohin leaders pretended to want funds, and applied to the 
convention. The convention called for the accounts of tlie 
commune, and ordered its minister to draw up a report, which 
fully disclosed the system of fraud, murder, and anarchy es- 
tablished at the Hotel de Ville. Yet, despite of this, the 
municipality held its ground, and defied the efforts of its 



The national convention at this time hud the singular infe- 
licity of displaying at once all the disadvantage of party, as 
well aa all the disadvantage: of wanting it. The public 
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weal and fortunes wore absolutely forgotten in the struggle 
betwixt personal foes; and at the game time there was so 
littlo concert, foresight, and party organization, that the 
tiironile wis continually marred and crossed in its attempts 
to restore order and emisulidat.e liberty by the triwning timid 
inertness of the Centre or Plain. Unused to political life, 
the wisest plan with these, seemed to be, to hold the balance 
even, and to smother strife, that is, to prolong and aggravate 
it; whereas, by flinging their weight at once into either sidy, 
the question would have soon been brought to an issue be- 
twixt order and insurrection, betwixt the law and the popu- 
lace. For even had the Centre united with the Jacobins at 
this early period, the latter had not stood in need of either 
insurrection or massacre to support them ; on the contrary, 
finding themselves undisputed and rightful masters of the 
government, they must have endeavored to organize peaceably 
the system of their power; but the maxim, that neutrals are 
the most pernicious enemies, is even more true in revolution 
than in civil war. 

Having to n«ii;o use of auxiliaries so timid, the Girondists 
should have avoided proceeding 1 to the extreme of impeach- 
ment or accusation, unless upon grounds so manifest and 
strong that there was no possibility of refuting. Short of 
this, the measures of the departmental guard, or of breaking 
the municipality, were v.-jsi'st to insist on. The Girondists 
adhered, however, to no plan. From time to time the thun- 
der of their eloquence burst forth in fitful peals ; but the bolts 
fell not, and their enemies learned to mock the empty sound 
of menace. On the 29th of October, after hearing one of 
the courageous rej>orts of the home-minister, an anonymous 
letter was read, giving an account of the efforts of the Jaco- 
bins to blacken the Gironde and excite a new insurrection In 
get rid of the cabal Roland. " They will hear of none but 
Robespierre," continued the letter. 

There was no doubt of the probable truth of these allega- 
tions; but the mere paragraph of an anonymous letter was 
not a testimony on which to ground an accusation. The pas- 
sions of the Girondists were, however, excited. Lou vet rushed 
to the tribune, instantly and solemnly accused Robespierre, 
and poured forth an extemporaneous philippic of unusual 
force and eloquence. He commenced by relating the rise of 
tin: anarchiste, whom he described as "a party feeble in num- 
ber and in means, strong in boldness and immorality," ap|>ear- 
ing in the club of the Jacobins not earlier than the January 
preceding, and soon driving the Girondists from them by theii 
violence, and the imisy aid of the galleries. "At first," con- 
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tiriued I^ouvet, " they astonished rather llian disquieted us, 
until we saw them commence to make war upon all talent, 
all distinction, all who wore not. of tiioir rolorie. They soon 
set up an idol in Robespierre." The speaker here related an 
instance, proving the ambitious pretensions of this dema- 
gogue. 

"But what are their claims to popularity and rule? The 
insurrection of the 10th of August, which they attribute 
solely to themselves. I tell them, the revolution of that day 
belongs to us all ; to the fauxbourgs, that rose to a man ; to 
the brave federals, whom these men refused to admit within 
the walls. ('Not true!' exclaimed a voice.) So true, that 
for two successive nights I heard Robespierre at the Jacobin 
club declaim against the camp near Paris. The revolution 
of the 10th of August belongs to the two hundred courageous 
deputies who issued the decree suspending Louis, as well as 
others, that the so much calumniated commission of that day 
held ready prepared. To the Breton federals — -to the worthy 
sons of the proud Marseilles — to us all, belongs the glory of 
the Kll.h of August 

" But that of the 2d of September, atrocious conspirators, 
is yours, — all yours,— ^ronra alone ! Ye have made it your 
claim and your boast. Ye have named us, in your sanguinary 
pride, the patriots of August; yourselves, the patriots of 
September ! May the distinction endnre, for our justification 
and your eternal shame ! 

"The people, ye say, participated in these murders. Else, 
ask ye, why did they not prevent them J Why ? Because the 
tutelarv authority of Petion was chained; because Roland 
spoke In vain; because Danton, minister of justice, did noi 
speak at all; because the presidents of the forty-eight sec- 
tions, ready to repress such disorders, waited lor the sum- 
mons that never arrived ; because the officers of the munici- 
pality, wearing their scarfs of office, presided at these execu- 
tions. But the legislative assembly ! Representatives of the 
people! avenge its powerlessness. For that powerleseness, 
to which your predecessors were then reduced, was, even 
amongst the enormous crimes of the day, the most audacious 
arid most fatal of all. What could the legislative assembly 
del — tormented, degraded, menaced by an insolent dema- 
Kogius, who came to the baj to dictate its decrees; who re- 
turned to the commune but to denounce it; and who dared 
Li thiviiten the executive council with the tocsin." 

'.['hi* veheiiioiit isjnistnmlii' roiled to such il pilch the imlijr. 
nation of the assembly against Robespierre, that hi.-: instant 
condemnation seemed inevitable For a long time it refused 
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even to hear his ildbiec; which nevertheless, when quiet 
was restored, lie was utterly unable to enter upon. He de- 
manded a week to prepare it, and his demand was granted. 
A week, however, was more than sufficient to allow the pas- 
sion of the majority to subside; anil when Robespierre ap- 
peared to pronounce his elaborate defence, he no longer ad- 
dressed an exasperated audience. We cannot refrain from 
giving a specimen oi' this lii'riia^owiie"? oratory : — 

"One innocent victim perished. The number has been 
ONiijjyc'niti/d ; but even one is too much. Citizens, weep for 
this cruel mistake ! We have long lamented it. The victim 
was a good citizen ; he was one of our friends. Lament even 
those criminals, in immolating- whom the justice of the people 
did but anticipate the vengeance of the law. Give full vent 
to pity ; but let it have a term, like all human things and sen- 
timents. Let us keep some tears for calamities more touch- 
ing, for an hundred thousand patriots sacrificed to despotism, 
I,et us compassionate our citizens expiring under their burn- 
ing roofs;" (Lille had been then bombarded;) "their sons 
massacred in their cradles, or in the bosom of their mothers. 
Have ye, too, not brothers, children, husbands, to avenge ? for 
the family of French legislators is their country; it is the 
whole human race, saving only tyrants and their accomplices. 
For my part, I respect that geoaioilitj that limits its commise- 
ration to the enemies of liberty. Cease to act the part of 
Antony; cease agitating before my eyes the blood-stained 
robe of the tyrant; or I shall believe that you seek to bring 
Rome back to slavery." 

Applauses as loud as those which cheered the resentment 
of Louvet, here hailed the reply of this advocate of massacre. 
On hearing them, well might the sternest republican have 
doubted of the triumph of honesty. Louvet in vain sought 
to resume his accusation. Barrcre, the spokesman of the 
Plain, arose, and uttered the sentiments of the majority: — 

"Citizens," said he, "if there existed in the republic a 
man born with the genius of Co=sar and the boldness of Crom- 
wel., a maa uniting the talents of Sylla to his means of am- 
bition ;— if there existed a legislator of great genius, vast 
aspiration, and profound character ; a general, for example 
returning amongst you crowned with laurel, and raised h; 
his fame above laws or rights, then I would propose a decree 
of accusation. Itut to apply this terrible honor to men of a 
day, to petty planners of insurrection, to those whose only 
civic crowns are interwoven with cypress, — this is what I 
cannot conceive! Such men as these, in my opinion, have 
ceased to be dangerous in a republic." So spoke the wisdom 
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of Barrere, and the convention a^niita;. The accusation was 
set aside by the order of the day, and the defence of Robes- 
pierre was ordered to be printed. 

During this war of parties, Dumouriez paid a short visit to 
tiic capital. He was welcomed at the bar of the convention 
with applauses and embraces ; in society, with fetes, as the 
hero of the day. His aim Wiis to stand noil with all parties, 
in consequence of which, both the most austere of the Gi- 
ronde, and the most ferocious of the Mountain suspected him. 
He had punished a regiment of his revolutionary soldiers for 
massacring some emigrant deserters. The Jacobins commis- 
sioned Marat to question the general on the subject; and 
Marat chose the moment when Dumouriez was present at a 
ball given in his honor, to intrude in bis office of inquisitor. 
"It is you whom they call Marat," observed Dumouriez to 
the monster's summons; " I cannot hold converse with such 
a person." Still the general preserved his intimacy with 
Danton, who, though his hands were deeply imbrued in Sep- 
tember's blood, was not yet decided to join the knot of Ro- 
bespierre, and who wavered butwixt the anarchists and the 
Gironde. Dumouriez, as well as every historian of the revo- 
lution, censure the Gironde for not having conciliated Dan- 
ton, who alone could have combated Robespierre. But they 
abhorred the minister of massacre ; and however Danton was 
represented to them with misgivings in his atrocity, as a being 
not without humanity, and inclined, like his more cultivated 
prototype, Mirabeau, to attempt to check the impetus of the 
revolution that he had so mainly accelerated, still they could 
not bring themselves to be reconciled to him. Both .Roland 
and his wife expressed their contempt of Danton, and of hie 
friend Dumouriez. The latter cast back the sentiment, and 
said of Roland, that " (he austerity of such would-be Catos 
had its origin far more in whim than in virtue." 

The victorious general cared, indeed, little for either party. 
His only thought was conquest; his plan, to invade and sub- 
due Belgium. It was to cause the adoption of this, and to 
prepare the means, that he visited Paris. The moment was 
one of elation. Custine had taken the important fortress of 
Mayence, the key of the Rhine, by surprise; Savoy and Nice 
were occupied hy French armies; the Austrians had retreated 
from Lille, as the Prussians from Valmy : and Dumouriez waa 
determined, despite the lateness of the season, to assume the 

Military critics censure his plan of campaign, as void of 
art and ability. Dumouriez, say they, should have directed 
his course along the Meuse, pi: no:.™ led betwixt his enemies. 
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and behind a great portion of them ; thus separating-, and. hi 
case of victory, not only routing hut annihilating them. In 
lieu of this, he inarched straight against the Anstrians under 
duke Albert, posted at Moris. 1in;y, oi' cmirse, had thus the 
advantage of [Kisititui, whilst to Dumouriez fell the more di) 
Scult task of attacking and dislodging them. 

The Austrians, about 25,000 strong, occupied several vil 
lages upon heights in front of Minis : the central village wa 
Jemmapcs. Despite these advantages, in being iutrnndied 
and long stationed -on the ground, 1 }imi on no 2 attacked them 
on the 5th of November; his right, his centre, and his left, 
each formed in column of attack. Butii wings hesitated as 
they came into action. General Thouvenet, being sen,t to thu 
left, inspired it with fresh vigor, led it on to-charge with the 
bayonet, and drove in the Austrians. Whilst the infantry of 
the centre advanced, bodies of cavalry were stationed to ob- 
serve and guard certain openings in a wood, whence the 
enemy might rush forth. On the appearance of the Austrians 
at this point, a brigade suddenly gave way ; the habitude of 
sudden panic had not yet been forgotten by the French ; and 
the entire body of the centre, suffering under the lire of the 
Austrian batteries, offered symptoms of backwardness and 
disorder. Had the Austrians been alert, a charge would have 
here told more effectually than all the batteries of Mons : 
one brave man, however, rallied the brigade. It is a singular 
proof of the revolutionary confusion or ranks, that the hero 
who rode up to this brigade, and brought it to resume at once 
its position and its sense of duty, was Renaud, a valet in the 
service of general Dumouriez. The centre itself was ral- 
lied by its commander, an officer of more illustrious birth, the 
then due de Chartres, since due d'Orleans, and king of the 
French. Forming the most witling and brave into a close 
column, the young duke led them on to the attack of Jem- 
mapes; their reawakened ardor carried every thing before 
them, and drove the Austrians from their redoubts. The leil 
being at the same time successful, the victory was complete. 
The vanquished lost 6000 men, and Belgium fell at once into 
the possession of Dumouriez. That general made his tri- 
umphant entry into Brussels on the 14th of November. 

It was at this moment of universal triumph over foreign 
enemies, that the republicans felt all their vindictive fury "ex- 
cited against the unfortunate Louis XVI. If the insurrection 
of August, iind the massacre of September, had each theii 
excuse in the danger and panic excited by foreign invasion, 
the crime of mmuib.in;; I ho royii.1 victim could now hove nc 
such plea. The decioitation of Charles I. is intelligible; it 
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deprived loyalism of a talented chief, a powerful partisan. 
The English republicans struck the lion of the forest, whc 
had long held them at hay ; the French employed equal fury 
in .-|jjllLiiL r the blood of the lamb, nay, in previously rm'(.un:i;r 
Ihe victim. After the sack or the TinUeries, the legisktii' 1 
assembly had assigned the Luxembourg as the residence, of 
Louis; the municipality, however, thought tin! Temple more 
ecure. They transferred the royal family thither, droving 
tliem the cominoiiious SL]jiirt>f:eMits that even the Temple con- 
tained, and shutting them up in the small tower, where they 
were huddled together, and visited with every privation anil 
indignity. One domestic only was allowed them; the mu- 
nicipal officers penetrated at all times into the apartments; 
and openings in their dungeon-doors left them continually 
under the eye of their guards. It was here that the queen 
wis sumnionod to behold the head of her friend borne on a 
pole; and hence she might daily overhear the proclamations 
or calumnies which the criors took care to vociferate under 
the windows of the Temple. Alter some lime, Louis was 
separated from his family, and denied the sole consolation of 
his captivity, that of irisivutthiir hia infant son. 

What was to be his ultimate fete 1 It became urgent to do 
cide. Petitions had been already presented, one especially 
from Auxerre, demanding not only his trial, but condemna- 
tion to death. Many of the French, under the influence of 
political rabies, deemed the revolution incomplete till it had 
displayed the scene of a monarch's execution. England had 
done as much. Should history tell that-she had surpassed 
France in audacity 1 It was far less the supposed guilt of 
Louis than the effect to be produced by his death, that urged 
the fanatic revolutionists to demand it. A'ational vanity sought 
to astonish Europe and to affright its kings, overlooking the 
crime of sacrificing the innocent.. 

Another feeling, stronger than vanity, worked towards the 
hapless monarch's destruction. This was the necessity sill 

Ersons and parties felt to rival each other in aeal, and to out- 
i each other tor popularity: that dread of the opinion of 
one's fellows, that of being thought lukewarm, of being left 
behind in the course of those sentiments which were the 
mode — a characteristic peculiarly slrooL' in the French, and 
still most visible and most latally opcral.:o!i amongst them — 
armed every tongue with an anathema against the king. It 
was not so much haired, cither personal or political, thai 
urged his guards to lie in insulting him, — ihe conventional- 
ists to vie in condemning; it was rather a trick to captivate 
popularity and power— a trial of who sh'.:iik; boar off the palm 
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of revolutionary ti'roei.ty ; the unfortunate Louis being set up 
as the mark, against which was discharged every blow of 
malice, every arrow of calumny. Base as was this motive, 
it grew daily more base, us it became mingled still more and 
more uit.ii fear ; and the whole nation, whilst it invoked the 
goddess of liberty, was in reality prostrating itself before the 
demon of terror. 

However the men of tin: revolt it ion might esteem them 
selves bound to disrespect the monarch's legitimate rights, 
there remained those which the constitution established by 
the first national assembly, and sworn to by the second, had 
secured to him : one of the first articles of this declared the 
king inviolable. This, however, was set aside. The conven- 
tion decreed that itself should form the court of justice to try 
Louis. Even this, however, did not satisfy Robespierre, wjm 
argued that the monarch was already and ik facto condemned. 
"People do not judge like courts; they pass not sentence, 
but merely send forth their thunder. They do not condemn 
kings, they annihilate them. Ah for me," continued Robes- 
pierre, " 1 abhor the pain of death, of which your laws are 
so prodigal, and I entertain for Louis neither love nor hate ; 
I detest merely his misdeeds. I demanded the abolition of 
the pains of death in the constituent assembly, and it is not 
my fault if my proposal was deemed a moral and political 
heresy. Since, however, this great principle of clemency 
has not been extended to miiio^ offenders, how would you ap- 
ply it to the king, the chief of criminals V 

The Girondists, during this early discussion of the ques- 
tion, kept their opinions in reserve: (hey wished the king's 
condemnation, not his death, yet feared to risk their popu- 
larity in endeavoring to save him. A circumstance occurred 
at this very time to render their position more delicate. A 
secret closet, fanned of iron, was discovered by Roland in the 
royal apartments at the Tuilleries; it contained documents 
of the connexion of many popular chiefs with the court: 
Mirabeau's intrigues were brought to light, and the busts of 
that patriot were instantly thrown down, and his body torn 
from the Pantheon. The GLronde was inculpated, slightly 
indeed, but still sufficiently to paralyze any courageous re- 
solves on their part to save the monarch. 

In an early sitting, Bnzot, one of this party, seeking either 
to cleanse it of (.he suspicion of lining royalist, or to casta 
similar ace us.it ion on the Mountain, moved that the penally 
of death should be decreed against whosoever should ever 
propose the re-cst.ablishinont of royally. Merlin, a Jacobin, 
tlijui'Ltli^h", and from a love of opposition, objected; urging 
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that it belonged only in the people in their primary assem- 
Dlies to decide such a. question. This afforded a triumph in 
turn to the Gironde, who instantly exclaimed that they had 
discovered the ilesi:;ii oi'ihe .laoobins to raise up a king', either 
in tin"; person of one of their demagogue chiefs, or in that of 
the duke of Orleans. Robespierre sought to repair the blun- 
er of Merlin, and proposed to decree that " no nation shoul 
nave the right to givo ilsclf a fcinjj ;" and when a laugh put 
this down, he moved the instant condemnation and execution 
of Louis by virtue of an insurrection. 

At length, on the 11th of December, I/>uis was dragged to 
the bar of the convention. His calm dignity silenced the 
noisy galleries, excited the pity of the Girondists, and even 
shook many of the Jacobins in their cruel resolves. Once 
alone he made use of a tone approaching to indignation ; it 
was when he repelled the charge of spilling the blood of his 
subjects on the 10th of August. A new debate arose as to 
whether he should be allowed defenders: they were not con- 
ceded without a struggle. Louis selected Target and Tron- 
chet: the former declined the dangerous office, which La- 
iiioi<fnon Malesherbes proffered himself to undertake. The 
meeting betwixt this venerable man and the fallen prince, 
whose minister he had been in the old days of the monarchy, 
was touching in the extreme: Malesherbes fell at the feet 
of his royal master; words could not express the feelings of 

Louis was allowed until the 26th to prepare his defence: 
the interval was spent in skirmishes betwixt the parties. 
Lou vet proposed (In' lianisomoTif. o!'fl:o Tknirhin race, aiming 
at D'Orleans. The leading Jacobins defended the prince who 
fraternized with them, denounced Brissot and Louvet, and 
demanded the exile of Roland. On the appointed day Louis 
appeared once more before the convention, attended by his 
defenders. The young Desezc, who had been added to their 
number, pronounced the monarch's defence. It was of con- 
siderable length, and elaborately drawn up, but wanted dig- 
nity, in appealmg more to the compassion than tp the justice 
of the assembly. Deseze thus concluded : — 

" Frenchmen ! the revolution, which regenerated you, has 
developed great virtues; beware lesj it obliterate from your 
minds the sentiment of humanity, without which all others 

" Let me anticipate here the language of history. Louie 
ascended the throne lit. the aj-e of twenty, and even thus 
young, gave in his high station ;m examolo of the purest mor- 
als. He showed then no gui:ty weakness nor corrupt passion : 
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he was economical, just, severe, (he constant friend of I) is 
people. Did they demand the abolition of an enormous tax 1 
— he abolished it. Did they complain of the remains of ser- 
vitude 3 — he did away with its iasl. vr^tiijes in his domains. 
Complaints were made of the criminal legislation ; they were 
met by reform. Thousands of IVem-ii, previously deprived of 
the rights and privileges of citizens, recovered those righta 
by the laws of Louis. The people demanded liberty ; he 
granted the boon. He ant ; ci™ , ,:ii their demands; he sacri- 
ficed ail to them : and yet it is in the name of this people that 

some this day stand forth to demand Citizens, I cannot go 

on, I leave the task to history. Reflect, that history will pass 
judgment upon your sentence, and that hers will be also that 
of eternity !" 

No sooner had Louis williilrjswri, titan I he furious and con- 
tending passions of the assembly burst forth. Lanjuinais, un- 
able to contain his emotion, rushed to the tribune, and made 
the wild demand that the whole process should be annulled. 
His voice was drowned with the cry of " Traitor !" Debate 
on this day was impossible. On the next, the Gironde de- 
clared its opinion by tiie mouth of Salles : he proposed to de- 
cree Louis guilty, but to leave the punishment to be fixed by 
the people in their primary assemblies. Salles drew a picture 
of the consequences of the king's execution :— the hatred of 
foreign nations, the depreciation of liberty, and the abhorrence 
of its name excited amongst them; at home the probable ele- 
vation of a revolutionary chiefi "whom the very emigrants 
would return to support, and become his valets, provided he 
avenged them by the destruction of liberty, and rewarded 
them by a restoration of their titles." The too faithful proph- 
ecy passed unhearkened to. Robespierre was the principal 
orator of the extreme opinion : he stigmatized the proposal of 
appealing to the people as an excitement to civil war; in- 
dulged in a warm panegyric of minorities; and as the spokes- 
man of one, demanded the immediate execution of Louis. 
Vergniaud replied with that matchless eloquence, those pow- 
ers of logic and persuasion, before which the cant and casuis- 
try of the Jacobins shrunk away. He defended the proposal 
of an appeal to the people, and denied that civil war or discord 
could spring from it; he deprecated the execution of Louis, 
and followed Salles, in depicting its consequences, in a higher, 
a truer, and still more prophetic tone. The effects of a war 
against Europe he descrihed as if a vision had placed the sub- 
sequent twenfy years before his eyes. 

" I do not presage defeat," said he, " in case of war ; but 
even by the natural concourse of tiie me-s' prosperous events. 
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the country must be consumed by her efforts. The population 
will be devoured by the ravages of war ; not a. family but musl 
lament a son or a father. Agriculture will want arms, manu- 
facture hands. Your treasure-.- will (low in imposts: the social 
system, wearied with shocks, will fall under the influence of 
a mortal languor. Beware, lest in the midst of her triumphs 
i'raiioe should eot'jirj to resemble those tinned Egyptian monu- 
ments that had subdued time. The passing stranger is as- 
tounded by their grandeur; but, if he penetrate within them, 
what doth he find! — lifeless ashes, and the silence of the 

Vergniaud's warning to the convention is still more pro- 
phetic. " When Cromwell sought to prepare the dissolution 
of that parliament, by the aid of which lie hiul upset the throne 
and sent Charles to the scaffold, he brought forward insidious 
pr'Mjii'i-itiuiis, which lis knew would disgust the nation, but 
which he supported by hired applause and clamor. The par- 
liaiiiont yielded; the fermentation became general; and 
Cromwell broke, without ellhrl., that parliament which he had 
usi'ii a.* the footstool to climb to power. 

"Have you not. hoard in these very precincts men crying 
out with fury, ' If bread he dear, the cause is in the Temple. 
If money ho suitor, if the armies in want, the cause is in the 
Temple.' The cause of nil ill, in short, is in the Temple. Yet 
those who uttered this know right well, that the dearness of 
bread, the want of money, or the bad state of the armies, had 
naught whatever to do with the Temple. What then was 
their object 7 — and who will guaranty to me that these same 
men, who are continually striving to degrade the convention, 
—these same men, who [iroohim ei ery whore that a new rev- 

manent insurrection ; — who liarauyne in the municipality, that 
when the convention succeeded to Louis, there was but a 
change of tyrants, — who o'anmr lor another 10th of August, — 
who speak but of plots, death, treasons, and proscription,— who 
argue the necessity of p. defender, or a dictator; — who will 
guaranty to me that these same men, as soon as Louis is sent 
from the Temple to the scaffold, will not resume their cry, 
arid changing hut one word, repeat, ' If bread is dear, the 
cause is in the convention ; if money be scarce, and the armies 
unprovided, the cause is in the Convention, 1 " &c. 

This warning, the solemnity of which is to us increased by 
a knowledge of its speedy fulfilment, had not its due effect. 
Barrere, as usual, got. up to state or lead the sentiments of 
the Plain; he thought the plan of the Gironde dangerous 
and the convention agreed with him. An appeal to the {■(* 
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pie as to the- fate of Louis ""is rejected by a ".'rent majority 
The final question of the sentence was put on the evening- of 
tho ltllh of January. Each :noi:ior.-r v.'as oiillod lo tho tribune 
to give his vote aloud, in presence of the applause or execra- 
tion of the galleries. Of the party of the Mountain the uni- 
versal vote was, of course, dealh ; still this!, of F.jjalitc, duke 
of Orleans, as he pronounced ;h.;: I >i.1 -i 1 wird against his reia 
tion and sovereign, jarred upon the feelings even of that hard 
ened assembly. Of the Gironde, many voted simply fo 
death, in fear and despair, it should .scorn : twenty-six of their 
number, amongst whom w;is Vergniaud, voted for death with 
reprieve or delay of execution. How deeply must they have 
rued their vote, on hearing the result of the scrutiny ! The 
number present was TCI. The bare majority was thus 361 , 
and but ;i61 voices were for death without condition. But 
Vergniauri and bis friends had declared their vote independ- 
ent of their condition, which was hut a vow and recommenda- 
tion; and hy this means their fiint.heartedness raised the ma- 
jority to 387 against 334 voices, winch were for imprisonment 
during war, and exile after peace. In vain the Girondists 
endeavored to amend their weakness by again agitating 
the question of reprieve : the hour of useful resolve was 
passed. Well might Mignet, speaking of this party, in an- 
other part of his history, assert, that "it is not with talent, 
but with conduct, that political fortune is achieved ; and that 
persevering mediocrity is far moro formidable than irresolute 
genius." 

The motions for reprieval anil dolny wore negatived, ana, 
on the. 2(lth, ii.ll efforts to save Loui.-i wore abandoned. . Ker- 
saint, an old sailor, resigned his seat in the assembly, refusing 
to herd longer with regicides. The capital was in the utmost 
agitation ; the commune had taken every precaution to spread 
terror, and render the expression of pity dangerous. The 
middle orders commiserated, indeed, the fate of their sove- 
reign, but knew not how to save him. The few royalists 
could but gnash their teeth in the powerleasness of despair. 
One, a garde da etirps, resolved to have at least his mite of 
i-engeancc ; ho sought out ono conventionalist that hail voted 
fur the death of Louis : I.epellctier St. Fargeau was pointed 
to him dining in a tavern, and the guard instantly buried hit 
sword in tho bosom of the regicide. 

Meantime the executive council, with Garat, minister of 
justice, at its head, repaired, in the afternoon of the 20th, to 
communicate to Louis his condemnation. The monarch heard 
it without emotion, except a smile nf indignation at one word, 
lliat which accused him of conspiracy. He. was prepared 
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and taking the dectee of condemnation from t.ho secretary, he 
handed in return to that personage a written paper, asking, 
amongst a few ether ci.'ii'.i'.'sis. liir«(! days to prepare for death, 
and a confessor of his choice. The convention, as soon bs 
oensukiid, refused the delay, hut gave orders that a confessor 
should be admitted to the Temple. The abbe Edge; worth 
being selected by the king, accordingly repaired to him. A 
seven in the evening his family \v;ss allowed to visit him, bit 
not in private. His guardian-; insisted on witnessing, through 
a glass door, this most melancholy of domestic interviews. .11 
lasted nearly two hours. Louis spoke the greater part of the 
time, related the circumstances of his trial, and endeavored 
to soothe the distracted queen and princesses. They found 
utterance but in the convulsive sobs of anguish. In parting, 
he promised to see them early en I he morrow. ISut no sooner 
had they gone than lie observed, " I cannot." He resolved to 
spare both them and himself this further trial. He was en- 
gaged until midnight with his confessor. He then went to 
bed, and slept soundly till five; when lie arose, heard mass in 
his chamber, and received the sacrament, the guards affording 

rli;: :itu- el' ;ier;'.iriiiiii|T these cereineuies with the greatesl 

difficulty. Neither would Ihey allow htm a knife for his last 
repast, nor scissors to cut off his locks and bare his neck for 
execution. " The executioner is a valet good enough for 
him," was the observation. 

At nine o'clock, drums and the rattling of vehicles announced 
Santerre, who came to conduct Iiouis to the fatal scaffold. 
He did not stay to be summoned, but merely handing to one 
:if his guards a paper, that proved to be his testament, he said 
" Let us proceed." Placed in a coach betwixt two gendarmes, 
he was led across almost the whole extent of the capita], to 
the Place Louis Q.uinze. Every shop was shut and window 
closed. The middle classes were struck at once with pity 
and consternation ; even the armed rabble who lined the 
streets observed a profound silence. The procession lasted 
two hours. Arrived at the place of execution, the king 
stripped himself of his coat r.nd vest, and opened his shirt 
The executioner approached to hind his hands. He resisted 
this indignity, till the abbe Edgeworth observed, " Sire, I see 
in this new oiil.rujre but. a fresh -mint of resemblance betwixt 
your fate and that of the Co, I who will he your recompense." 
On hearing this, Louis submitted, muttering with upcast eyes, 
" Do as you will ; I must drink the cup to the dregs." He 
then began to aseeud the sc:iilbhi. ii-ebly at first, till finding 
strength as he reached the top, he stepped firmly across it Ic 
the fron', and spoke with a voice that all the crowd could 
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distinctly hear, "I die innocent of the crimes imputed to 
me. I pardon the authors of my death ; and my last prayer 
is, that the blood about to be shed may not be visited upon 
France." 

At some minutes after ten, on the morning of (he 21st 
of January, the fatal stroke fell that cut short llie life of 
Louis the Sixteenth ; a prince whose private virtues were 
only equalled by his misfortune;.. It' Providence had de- 
signed him for a martyr, it could not have bestowed a char- 
acter more apt or pertect to sustain that trying part. Long 
will it be ere the deep stain loft on the cause of liberty by 
the pure and guiltless blood of the royal victim shall be utterly 
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Of the evils which so often attend revolution, the overthrow 
of all government and annihilation of all law are not the 
worst; it destroys, likewise, those liner and unseen ligaments 
which hold society !oj r etber. Honor, a certain measure of 
good-will towards our fellows, with confidence in its reci- 
procity; certain bounds put lo the desires of ambition, self- 
interest, and enthusiiisin, by (lint, general feeling, which can 
force itself to be respected by censure or ridicule ; the general 
influence of domestic or amicable ties; — all these various mo- 
tives and persuasives, that seture the peace and well-being 
of society more than codes, are completely lost sight of in the 
efl'ervescence of a revolution. Man, by that shock, is thrown 
back into a state of nature. He must go armed in mistrust 
at least, find no friend except in the ally who fights wide by 
side with him in the mortal combat ; he. must neither expect 
mercy, nor be weak enough to show it. The French revo- 
lution in its present advanced state offers this picture ex 
actly; or rather, that of an arena of wild beasts struggling for 
mastery, knowing no safety but in complete victory, and not 
even in that victory, unless it be sealed by the blood or" the 
vanquished. 

The Girondists had the misfortune of not undemanding 
the position in which t.hoy were placed. At first masters, 
they stood by like lions iu (lie rrsHjrmmimiiy of strength, mid 
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not unlike the king- of the forest in character. A little vio- 
lence and blood had satisfied their appetites ; nor were they 
prepared, like the Jacobin tigers, to destroy for mere destruc- 
tion's sake. Their forbearance, however, proved but weak- 
ness i and they soon found that, having failed to crush, they 
must inevitably themselves be crushed. 

After the execution of Louis the discord thickened. Siteh 
beings as Marat, Robespierre, and Danton, could not exist 
save in the fearful atmosphere of sedition that they had 
created for themselves. Indeed, their personal security de- 
manded this; for a return to order such as the Girondists 
sought to establish would inevitably bring them to punish- 
ment for their crimes. Already the Girondc had succeeded in 
proving them to be implicated in the horrors of September, 
and a judgment was about to be passed on several of the in- 
ferior leaders, when the Mountain persuaded the convention 
to quash the proceedings. 

In partial exculpation of Robespierre and the Jacobins, 
however, (if the word exculpation can be applied to sucii 
men,) it must be allowed that at this epoch an insurrectionary 
spirit broke out in the capital independent of their intrigues. 
[ts cause lay in the general distress, in the deamess of bread 
and of all necessaries, aggravated by the recent declaration 
of war against England and Holland. A revolution such as 
the present, which had swept the rich from the face of the 
land, and converted even the moderately wealthy into trem- 
bling misers, necessarily threw all the population hittn;rin 
dependent on the expenses of these classes into indigence. 
Up to this moment the commune had paid them the produce 
of its plunders as the price of insurrectien. This fund was 
now exhausted. Universal war made such a large demand, 
that the commune could no longer obtain funds from the con- 
vention, somewhat jealous of it, whilst the depreciation of 
ttssignals or republican paper rendered aid illusory, and led 
the people utterly without the means of procuring even bread. 
They were numerous and armed. They crowded to the con- 
vention, and demanded that corn should nowhere be sold for 
more than twenty-five livres the sack under penalty to the 
vendor of being sent to the galleys. Marat himself exclaim- 
ed in the convention against the maximum, as this measure 
was called. Rolii'spin-re mmkj similar efforts in the Jacobins. 
Danton alone held back, and still kept his club of Cordeliers 
true to the prevailing spirit of the populace. His brother 
iiiiiirr.riists poo n a ■ ■- k?irnv] oil tT!?-:l his wia-lom, urn; shulllial roimri 
once more to head the; popular cry. Marat in some ten days 
after having opposed the maximum, recommendod the mob 
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in his journs'. to pillage a few magazines, and hang the 
monopolizers. He was accused of this by the Gironde, and 
new tumults arose in the assembly. The Parisian populaca 
adopted the advice of Marat. After the dearness of bread, 
mat of sugar, candles, and such necessaries, was most felt 
since the war with England. Crowds of women accordingly 
proceeded to the grocers' shops, demanded these articles at 
the old prices, and Boon at no price at all. A scene of plun- 
der ensued, which was at length put a stop to by the federals 
of Brest, and some national guards. 

Witi;:i isich difficulty of these dreadful times approached 
its crisis, evil tidings from the armies were wont to arrive, 
superadd a panic tear to all the evil passions of the hour, 
and thus precipitate' the catastrophe. Now came the news 
of reverses in Belgium, the advance of the Austrians, their 
having defeated the French near Aix la Chapelle, the utter 
failure of Dumouriez's invasion of Holland, and dire sus- 
picions at the same time of the fidelity of that general. His 
conduct gave full scope for this. He openly spoke in con- 
tempt of the convention, and insulted its emissaries, who, he 
observed with truth, had spoiled his conquest by anarchy and 
spoliation. 

The Jacobins instantly exclaimed that Dumouriez was 
leagued with the Gironde; that all were royalists and trai- 
tors. Accounts of troubles at Lyons, indicative of resentment 
against the regicide majority of the convention, came to swell 
the rising rage of the party; and thus was reawakened the 
old cry against the counter-revolution. The Mountain ob. 
tained the dismissal of some of the federals summoned by the 
Gironde from the provinces to protect them, Danton, exagger- 
ating the fears of invasion, proposed to ask the city of Paris 
to furnish 30,000 volunteers; the same demand that was 
made previous to tiie 2d of September, and with the self-same 
view. Now, as then, the Parisian mob declared itself willing 
to march against the enemy ; but, as a preliminary, they de- 
manded to be allowed plunder and massacre at home ere they 
set forth. " Would you have us leave the aristocrats behind, 
to murder our wives and children in our absence I" This had 



was bul a trick of party, suggested by Danton. " If you find 
another massacre inconvenient," continued the mob, speaking 
through their organs in the sections, "give us a revolutionary 
tribunal, to pass summary judgment on ail traitors." This 
was precisely Marat's idea of a dictator, except tliat several 
person's, in lieu of one, were to exercise the power. This 
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demand was made in the usual imperative form to the con- 
vention, by a petition from the sections. Carnot at the same 
time proposed to send new commissaries, two to each depart- 
ment Each agitator added his nostrum, and Danton pro- 
duced a list of them: the last being a sweeping war-tax to 
be levied on the rich. Amongst the most furious was 
Gambaceres, who demanded the instant formation not only 
of a revolutionary tribunal, but a ministry in harmony with 
the idea. 

This scene took place on the tenth of March. Lindet at 
length proposed the plan of the redoubtable tribunal. It waa 
to consist of nine members, and to be permanent; one half 
relieving: the other, and always ready to receive denuncia- 
tions. " This is an inquisition a thousand times more dread- 
ful than that of Venice," cried Vergniaud, " we will die 
rather than vote it." Even Garnbon, a Jacobin, declared him- 
self averse. The trimming Barrere discovered, as usual, a 
middle term, and proposed the addition of jures (o the tri- 
bunal. This opinion prevailed; and the Gironde carried the 
point, that the jury should be selected, not merely from Paris, 
but the departments. 

This did not satisfy the agitators. Danton demanded that 
the executive power should be renewed, and recurred to the 
i|ii'^;ii)[] of the tribunal, which he proposed to organize in- 
stantly. '■ Let us lake warning by the weakness of°the legis- 
lative assembly," said he ; " let ub be terrible, in order to dis- 
pense the people from making themselves so." " Give us the 
tribunal, or you shall have an insurrection," had been the 
pithy argument of another Jacobin. Towards night the con- 
vention were treated with a sample of what they might linve 
expected in case the popular demand had been rejected. An 
armed and furious mob collected, surrounded the assembly, 
and demanded to march in procession through it; a request 
that was granted. Several of the ruffians, as they passed, 
stopped to address, to insult, and menace the members. The 
Girondists were the objects of resentment. They feared to 
be massacred, and looked upon this as an insurrection organ- 
ized against them, as had been that of the 10th of August 
against royalty. But they anticipated : this was but a fore- 
taste and a prelude. The tumultuous crowd subsided with- 
out proceeding to acts of violence; satisfied, no doubt, by the 
appointment of their desired tribunal, and also somewhat in- 
duced to be orderly by the appearance of Beurnonville, min- 
ister at war, and an able officer, at the head of the Brest 
federals and such troops as he cou,d mt.ster. 

This movement, as an abortive insurrection is termed in 
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revolutionary language, gave rise naturally to fresh heats and 
recriminations betwixt. 1 in: rivul partius. The Girondists ac- 
cused the Mountainists of raising a tumult to massacre them 
The latter denied the charge, and even showed a jealousy of 
the meaner agitators by denouncing several of thein. Marat 
pointed out Fournier, and caused his arrest. This Jacobin, 
ns well as Robespierre, was jealous of the still viler leaders 
of insurrection, and feared to be outrivalled by them in popu- 
lar power. As they were composed of the scum of all na- 
tions, Poles, Prussians, refugees from America, Marat medi- 
tated in his next insurrection to get rid of them, and he ae- 
u.:.niinyly placed aristocrats and foreigners in the same cate- 
gory. "I would first cut off the ears of all you foreign in- 
truders," said Marat to Ward, an Irish officer; "let your 
blood flow a little, and then cut off your heads." This pro- 
posal being reported to Thomas Paine, who herded with the 
Girondists, he denounced it to the committee of public safety; 
a new executive that the convention had decreed, and chose 
from its members, to superintend the measures of the several 
ministers, in other words, to supersede them. 

The defection of Dumouriez proved a serious blow to the 
Gironde. He had hurried from Holland to rally the French 
army, which whs retreating before the Austrians. The dis- 
iir^ii'ni/.atioTi of the troops, and the wants of all kinds which 
they suffered, the principal causes of their retreat and ineffi- 
ciency, iie attributed to the Jacobins in power, especially to 
Pache. Dumouriez's first step was to state this opinion frankly 
in a letter to the executive council at Paris. His nest was 
to give battle to the imperialists, determined to redeem by a 
brilliant victory the overthrow of his projects, and his charac- 
ter fur success. The action was fought on the 18th of March, 
at Neerwinden, the field of a former battle. It was fiercely 
contested by the prince of Coburg, who commanded the Aus- 
trians. The villages which served fiir positions were fre- 
quently taken and retaken. The due de Chartres (now king 
of the French) commanded the centre, and rivalled, though 
without the same success, his opportune and valiant manoeu- 
vre at Jemmapes. Towards evening, however, Dumouriez 
with his centre and one wing remained masters of the field, 
and, as he thought, of the victory. But Miranda, command 
ing the left, hacT been in the mean time completely heateu 
and routed. The French flank was cvkwiI; rind ins udit wtis 
lefl to Dumouriez but a precipitate retreat, which ended in a 
truce with the enemy, little glorious to the French arms. Ill 
success soured the tuinncr and altered the vie vs of Dumou- 
it against the: Jacobins was louder; nor, 
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while they ruled, could he hope to achieve the military fame 
that he ardently desired. He turned his views, tiieroforu, 
against the amsrdiists of tlio convention ; opened himself on 
this point to the Austrian,;; anil entered into an understand- 
inglwith them. He proposed to march upon Paris; he was 
fiir more popular with his soldiers than La Fayette hod been, 
and deemed himself more capable than that general of striking 
such a blow effectually. Dumouriez, however, wanted the 
dissimulation of Monk. He spoke loudly of his intention!!, 
and braved Dantort, who had journeyed from Paris purposely 
to bring hack his former friend to be faithful to the republican 
cause. But Dumouriez was not to he moved. "He would 
n Mstiihlish (he constitution voted by the first national assem- 
bly in 1791." " You must have a king then. Whom do you 
select?" was the rejoinder. Dumouriez did not reply; but 
it was generally supposed, from his connexion and friendship 
with the princes of Orleans, that he aimed at rising the crown 
on the head of one of that family. Complete failure had ren- 
dered his intentions too unimportant to fathom. His popu- 
larity with his army waned as soon as it saw his accord with 
the Austrians. He made attempts to seize Lille and Valen- 
ciennes, in order not to pass empty-handed to his allies. Both 
failed; and even the little town of Conde refused to admit 
him. Four commissioners arrived, at length, in his camp 
from the convention : amongst them was his friend Beumon- 
ville. They found him mistrustful, and surrounded by his 
staff; but signified not the less their mandate, that he should 
reiifin his command, and repair to the bar of the convention. 
"What! bear my head to the tigers?" exclaimed Dumouriez, 
" no ! — Here, hussars ! " And Tie instantly ordered the four 
commissioners into arrest He here passed the Rubicon ; but 
his army was no longer his. It contained many freshly arrived 
corps of fanatic republicans: they menaced to arrest him; 
and, at length, Dumouriez was obliged to follow the fete of 
La Fayette, and abandoned his army on the 5th of April. 
The princes of Orleans and other officers accompanied him ; 
he had previously delivered up the captive eommiraioDerB of' 
the convention to the Austrians, whom he now joined. He 
was honorably received by them, and offered command ; but 
he declined it, preferring the oblivion into which he ever after 
sunk, and to which his active spirit most reluctantly submitted. 
The treason of Dumouriez came as an apt and opportune 
thnrm: of declamation to thfi Jacobins. They instii.iilly aeciisod 
the Gironde of sii.L'L'fstiiif; and fUjipovl i tj.tr hi.- schemes. Robes- 
pierre especially, in an elaborate philippic, invoked vengeance 
on the accomplices of the traitor. The Girondists were able 
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to fling the reproach upon their adversaries with treble proof 
"'We were not the friends oi" Dumouriez, who intrigued tc 
expel us from the ministry. His chosen intimate was not any 
of us, but your own Danton :" and as an overwhelming proof 
of this, they adduced the circumstance of Dumouriez's inso- 
lent and menacing letter having been kept secret in the ex- 
ecutive committee through the interest of Danton. Robes- 
pierre, aware of this, had no objection to inculpate Danton, 
of whom he was already jealous. But that Hercules was 
every way equal to his own defence. "You grapple with 
me," cried he to the Gironde; "ha! you do not know my 
strength." At the tribune of the convention the eloquent 
indignation of Vergniaud still overpowered the coldly distilled 
calumnies of Robespierre; but in the assembly of the Jaco- 
bins, in those of the sections, in the public press, the former 
was unheard, and the allegations of the latter seized on the 
public mind of the capital like truth. 

The long-protracted struggle between the two parties now 
approached a crisis. It became incumbent upon the Jaco- 
bins, if they would longer exist, to strike a decisive blow 
against their enemies. In addition to Dumouriez's defection, 
and the advance of the Imperialists, the provinces were all 
declaring themselves for the party of moderation and the 
Gironde. Orleans had followed the example of Lyons. A 
conspiracy had been discovered at Rennes.- Bourdeaux and 
the department of the Gironde were, of course, ready to sup- 
port its talented deputation, which gave a name to the mode- 
rate party. Marseilles itself, the revolutionary Marseilles, 
represented by Barbarous, was indignant against the anarch- 
ists. Finally, La Vendee had risen. The 10th of March, the 
very day on which tho Cordelier insurrection had failed in 
Paris, the spark of insurrection was stricken forth in La Ven- 
dee. At the village of St. Florent, near Ancenis, the young 
¥!asants refused to draw lots in order to depart for the army, 
he gendarmerie endeavored to force them, when with their 
sticks these first Vendeans rushed on the conventional force 
and took their arms and cannon. Emboldened by success 
they instantly attacked a neighbouring post, took it likewise, 
and in a few days were masters of the principal towns and 
depfit of the district 

These were startling and appalling events to the Moun- 
tainists; and yet out of these disastrous and menacing cir/' 
cumstances they principally worked their triumph. The 
Parisian mob, irritated and alarmed, were easily induced to 
attribute all the counter-revolutionary action to the Girond- 
ists, who supported themselves in the provinces, and who con' 
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tinually asserted that Paris bad an undue and pernicious influ- 
ence oyer the body politic. The Gironde, instead of boldly 
avowing and adopting l.liu project imputed to them, — instead 
of combining to counteract the conspiracy of the Jacobins, 
and summoning to the capital an overwhelming force to pro- 
tect them and the convention, — temporized and hesitated, 
ought to avoid aught that might look like illegality, and 
vainly relied for protection on the majesty and inviolability of 
the convention. "If insult or violence be offered to the 
national assembly," mid board, "the stranger, as he passes 
these regions, shall pause, to ask on which side of tlie Seine 
Paris was situated." 

The first project of the Gironde was to obtain the dissolu- 
tion of the convention. The majority would not hear of it 
And the thick-coming accounts of treason and insurrection 
gave such force, and even reason, to the strong measures re- 
commended by Danton, that they passed witliout opposition. 
The law against suspected persons was now passed, giving 
complete power to the municipalities to disarm and imprison 
the supposed enemies of the republic; and the deputies of 
the convention itself were declared amenable to the common 
tribunals. It was outside the walls of the assembly, however, 
that the chief force of the ultra-revolutionary party existed, — 
in the mob, the indigent, and the lower class of artisans, which 
had taken the place of the timid and more respectable bur- 
gesses in the assemblies of the sections. The iiiiiirdiisls ii;id 
a. variety of workshops wherein to forge sedition. The Jaco- 
bin club discussed the principle and expediency of such and 
such revolutionary acts ; hut their sittings were too public to 
allowof organizing a government. Thecommune itself feared 
alone to face the convention. The Cordelier club had failed 
in its attempt on the 10th of March. The most violent of the 
sections of Paris now supplied the want, by establishing a 
eentral committee of commissaries of the sections, to corre- 
spond with the provinces, and enlighten the capital as to its 
true interests, in other words, to organize the insurrection 
which was now requisite to subdue the convention. Some of 
the moderate sections protested, refused to join in this com- 
mittee, and even denounced it in the convention. Here, not 
nly the Gironde, hut the Plain, exclaimed against this new 
ttempt to agitate the populace, and dominate the assembly. 
Barrere himself spoke vehemently against it; and the Moun- 
tain plainly saw, that the majority of the convention, however 
weak and yielding at times, was far from being all obsequious 



The Girondists, emboldened by finding themselves si 
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whet supported by the neutral party, or Plain, now attacked 
Marat. Guadet directed their attention to a paragraph in 
which that monster callec on the people to rise and march 
upon the convention. Even when it was read in the assem- 
bly, Marat had the audacity to report his own phrase, and 
cry, " Ay, let ns march !" Tin: Girondists succeeded bo far 
as to obtain a vote, sending Marat to be tried by the revolu 
tionary tribunal. As a counterblow to this, the thirty-thre 
more violent sections of the capital prepared a. petition, de 
manding- the exclusion of tlie Girondist members to the num- 
ber of twenty-two. The commune itself supported the peti- 
tion ; and the deputation which presented it was headed by 
the mayor, Pache. This audacious attempt to purge the 
convention (for Guadet instantly compared it to the forcible 
exclusion of curiam miitnliiT.s from the English republican 
parliament by colonel Pride) had the effect of throwing the 
great and wavering majority on the right side. When Fon- 
fieue stepped tltrth, and demanded the honor of" having his 
name added to the proscribed list of the Gironde, the Plain 
rose to a man and followed his example, crying, " All of us J 
all of us!" Ths Jacobins wen; di*T):u:i;j-i!;ri ; they hail made 
a false step; and had the Girondists imown how to have 
taken advantage-of their superiority, Ihere was yet time, by 
a reinforcement of federals from the departments, to have put 
down the anarchists. But the Gironde, like all moderate 
parties, confined their exertions to parliamentary war, whilst 
their antagonists were busied in preparing insurrection, and 
exc.il in;;' the httiHln.il :inri!= of the popular monster. 

In -the field of debate the Girondists had all the advantage. 
Paris disliked certain members from certain departments, 
said they; you exclude them. The next day, certain depart- 
ments object to the members for Paws. "Will you exclude 
thesel What is the best way to decide? Certainly to refst 
the dispute to the people in their primary assemblies. Let 
the list of deputies be called over before the assembly of each 
deportment; and let those stricken with popular disapproba- 
tion retire from the legislature. Do this, and we are satis- 
fied : but let not Paris set itself up to control at onee France 
and its representation." The Mountain, of course, objecteo 
to this; and were equally unwilling to submit to the award 
of the provinces, as their enemies were to submit to thai of 
the capital. The acquittal of Maral by the revolutionary 
tribunal occurred to interrupt the dispute. He was borne 
by the people, crowned with laurel, back to his seat in lh» 
convention. The triumphal procession was led by a sapper, 
who thought proper to address the assembly, agitating liiaai 
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with significant gesture, and vowing 1 aloud, that his o**n 
head should fall ore that of Marat should be touched. 

The dispute continued. A; one time a deputation from 
the department of the Gironde declared itself ready to march 
against the capital, if its deputies were insulted, at another, 
the fiiuxbourg St. Antoine demanded the maximum, or fixed 

rice of corn. The committee voted the petition of the sec- 
tion to be calumnious ; and, on the other hand, the commune 
ordered it to be printed, and menaced to declare itself in in- 
surrection, if funds were not voted Ui feed the poor, if any 
of their members wore arrested, &e. It was impossible not. 
to perceive that an appeal to force could alone decide the 
question of superiority betwixt the two parties. 

In the mean time Dampierre, the successor of Dumouriez, 
was driven before the Austrians. The Vendean insurrection 
covered the whole west ; its chiefs hud attacked and taken 
by assault Thouars, a town of importance defended by general 
Quetineau. There was solid cause, as well as pretext, for 
raising one of those panics, which, by exciting the passions 
of the rabble, had always proved a source of triumph to the 
violent and of defeat to the moderate party. The depart- 
ment of the Herault, full of revolutionary zeal, had raised a 
large sum and force to oppose the Vendeans. The capital 
was roused to imitate the example; and the commune de- 
creed that. 12,000 Parisians should march to annihilate the 
royalists. How were they to be paid 1 By a tax upon the 
rich. But they refused to march, lest the rich and their 
party should rise in their absence and repress-the agitators. 
Kobespierre accordingly proposed that all suspected persons 
should be put under arrest, to guaranty their good behavior. 
Meantime the sections were charged with the task of raising 
each its quota of the 12,000 men ; and as the object was to 
keep at home as many ruffians as possible, the endeavor was 
to make the lots fall upon clerks, apprentices, shop-hoys, and 
unmarried men of some pretence to respectability. These 
resisted, however; a terrible turmoil arose in the sections; 
and the influence of the Mountain was menaced with an 
overthrow even in their popular assemblies. Instead of sup- 
porting and confining this nucleus of opposition, and creating 
for themselves, as was now possible, a party in the capital, 
the Girondists, h_v the advice of Guadet, moved to call another 
convention, a kind of assembly elect, at Bourges, and to de- 
pose the municipal authorities of Paris. The Plain shrunk 
from a measure so extreme; but Barrere, its leader, pro- 
posed, in lieu, to iippoliit a committee of twelve, to inquire 

into and report the intrigues of tl.- commune and the sectioia 
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The commune, in fact, joined by the more violent of the 
section, nightly employed in discussing the fittest means of 
mastering the majority of the convention, now declared 
against it. The institution of the commission of twelve, 
composed chiefly of Girondists, exasperated and alarmed them 
the more. The vole wils jessed on the lBth of May, and 
the usual assembly of the municipality and commissions ui' 
the sections was held on the 19th at the Mairie. Here th 
most atrocious measures of resistance were proposed : on 
was, to seize the IucjiIj- notorious members of the Gironde, 
imprison tliem as suspected persons in a select place of con- 
finement, and there septembrise them, in other words, slaugh- 
ter them as the prisoners had been slaughtered in September. 
For three days the debates of the anarchists continued at the 
Maine, and at last at the Cordeliers. The necessity of an 
insurrection was plainly avowed; the conspiracy was con- 
ducted without even the affectation of secrecy. Information 
could not be wanting to the commission of twelve. Had it 
courage to anticipate the insurrection, and strike a decisive 
blow, the Gironde might yet have been victorious, and the 
descent of the revolution into the abyss of the terror might 
have been prevented. Several of the sections, those of the 
most respectable quarters in Paris, had declared against the 
aiuirohisLs and denounced their plots. A federal force sup- 
porting this part of the national guard, and showing a firm 
countenance, might have kept the rabble in check whilst all 
the leading anarchists were put in arrest, the commune bro- 
ken, the revolutionary tribune reorganized, provincial forces 
summoned, and every nervo in short exerted in that crisis. 
To want union and energy is, however, the curse of the 
moderate. The only act of the commission was to arrest 
Heberr, procureur of the commune, and editor of a famous 
journal called the Pere Duchesne. 

Instantly the commune assumed the attitude of resistance; 
and during the following days the convention was hourly as- 
sailed by deputations demanding that the commission of twelve 
should be broken, and Hebert liberated. In vain the assem- 
bly passed a vote, that it intrusted its dignity and safety to the 
guard of all good citizens. The citizens friendly to order, un- 
supported, unled, unrallied, shrunk in terror to their homes, 
abandoning Ihc city and the national representatives to the 
sans culotle biinfis of tin! ah;LVr<ii>'.J. These at. hrngtli, on the 
27t.li, appeared in a body at the door of the convention, hear- 
ing a general petition of the sections. The majority of the 
assembly expostulated and protested in vain. Numbers of the 
mob burst into the place of sitting, and look their seats wl th 
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the members. Jn vain the Girondists cried io the president tc 
cover himself or quit the chair, the assembly being no longer 
Tree, no longer consisting (J f reproseniativos. Herault de Ke- 
olielles, who presided, persisted in putting the question, that 
the commission of twelve be broken and Hebert liberated. 
The mob voted with the members, and the motion was carried. 

On the morrow, the 28th, i.hu first act of the majority wa 
to protest that the decree had not passed, and that the com 
mission of twelve was consequently still in force. The conven- 
tion was of this opinion; the motion voted by the intruding rab- 
ble was reversed ; but, at the same time, the majority betrayed 
their fears, and sought as usual a compromise with the popu- 
lace. Thus, while they preserved the obnoxious commission, 
they undid its acts, and deprived it of all force by ordering 
Hebert and the prisoners to be released. Such weakness em- 
boldened, but did not conciliate the people; while it utterly 
discouraged the already wavering supporters of order and the 
convention. The anarchists in the commune found their pub- 
lic assemblies unfit to organize the final act of sedition; and 
accordingly they apjiointed a committee of six to combat the 
convention's committee of twelve. "Try any way," said Dan- 
ton to the Gironde, "in prudence and policy, or in audacity 
and revolutionary vigor, we wdl still surpass you." 

The 29th of May was spent by the anarchists in planning ; 
the 30th, in making preparations for the insurrection. The 
ministry, the commission of twelve, remained paralyzed 
awaiting the blow ; whilst the Girondist deputies were driven 
to conceal themselves, and &ed from lodging to lodging, con- 
fessing their feebleness, and lamenting their too evident (ate. 
They had not amongst them one man of action. Three sec- 
tions armed, and showing firm countenances, had declared 
against the insurrection ; yet not one of the Gironde showed 
himself amongst them. liiitt they numbered even one soldier 
in their party? But, no: all were lawyers; a profession fit, 
indeed, to do the talking part of a revolution, but too apt 
to persevere in mere talking, when the tongue had ceased to 
be a weapon of influence. The counsel of Louvet was flight. 
" There is no more for us to do in Paris," said he, " at the 
mercy of conspirators and anarchists, when an insurrection tit' 
the departments can alone answer or put down that of the 
capital. Let as fly then each to our own province; for if we 
be taken and kept as hostages by the Mountain, it will but 
paralyze our friends." The leading Girondists scorned Lou- 
vet's counsel, and re*j\-i'(! It; briiYo insurrection. They would 
die, they thought, in their curule chairs, like the Roman ma- 
gistrates of old. Armed therefore, and prepared for the worst. 
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they made their way to the convention on the morning i f the 
31st, and could not but remark the joy thai, glistened in the 
i", is or* the Mountainists on beholding them enter. 

This same moment was that appointed far tin: insurrection, 
which, according to the plan and profession of the movers, 
was to be distinguished from preceding ones by being quite 
morale. The commissaries of the sections, morning them- 
selves to be delegates of the people, proceeded to the munici- 
pality, deposed it formally, then reinstated it, adjoining them- 
selves as a part and portion of its body. Thus constituted, the 
revolutionary commune, which affected to be raised by this 
mummery to represent the popular will, and to purify the con- 
vention, mustered the armed guard of the citizens, or sections, 
rung the tosc in, fired the cannon of alarm, and marched to in- 
vest the convention. The three anti-anarchist sections, tli >i:e 
of the Butte de$ Moulins, of the Mail, and the Champs Ely- 
sees, had intrenched themselves in the Palais Royal. It was 
proclaimed in the fauxbourg St. Antoine that these sections 
had mounted the white cockade. The rabble accordingly 
marched against the Palais Royal. An engagement was ex- 
pected. But the three sections were without leaders, without 
a party. They had neither personage nor flag to rally to ; 
for the while cockade was of course an invention. They in 
coiisi;<[iu"r!LCi'! u;u'L.<l fi.iiile opposition, embraced their brethren 
of the revolutionary section; and an opposing voice was no 
longer heard in the armed crowd of rabble and citizens, that 
now, many reluctantly, many ignorantly, besieged the con- 
vention. 

That assembly had, in the mean time, met. The minister 
of the interior, Carat, end the mayor, Pache, had both thought 
proper to address it on the disturbed slate of the capital, which 
the surrounding tumult, and the report of the cannon of alarm, 
sufficiently declared. The left side demanded mat the people 
should be satisfied by the instant abolition of the committee 
of twelve. The right, on the contrary, moved that Ilenriot, 
the new provincial commandant, be called to the bar. Danton 
seconded the former proposal, and asked, reasonably enough. 
'• Why persist in supporting the commission when you annul 
its acts, and let loose those whom it arrests i" The orator's sole 
argument was the expediency and prudence of submitting for 
a time to the will of the populace now in insurrection. Depu- 
tations succeeded each other at the bar, each rising in its de- 
mandn. The tumultand the menaces of the crowd without, 
and the galleries within, increased. And at length Rim m, 
organ of the Plain, mss, and proposed that the commission of 
t«elve should be broken, at the same time the armed force Iw 
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placed at the disposal of the convention. The latter part of 
the motion was idle, a. mere verbid sot-e.il' to the real conces- 
sion. Ere it could be put to the vote, another and a bolder depu- 
tation arrived, denmidhijr not merely suppression, but the ar- 
rest tind accusation, not only of the twelve commissioners, but 
of the whole of the Gironde, After delivering this address, 
the mob which bore it broke into the convention, filled the 
benches of the Mountain, and prepared to vote with it, as had 
been done on a previous night. There was no need of such 
aid, however, to pass the motion of Barrere, then before the 
assembly. The deputies of the* Mountain passed, therefore, 
to the right side, leaving the .eft occupied by the mob. In 
this situation a vote first ordered the printing of the last ad- 
dress. Hereupon Vergniaud rose and left tile assembly, de- 
claring that it was no longer free. Had all the Girondists ibl- 
lowud" him, it would have proved a wise and decisive step. 
But not being followed, he was obliged to return ; and the pro- 
posal of Barrere, breaking the commission of twelve, waa put 
to the vote and carried. 

Such was the first result gained by the anarchists. They 
had forced the majority of the convention to yield, and aban- 
don the offensive. But peace and a return to order, in this 
state of things, was impossible. For if the Gironde was pow- 
erful in eloquence, and reason, and persuasion, before these 
events, how vehement was their indignation about to be ailei 
them ! The silence, then, of the moderate party,— that is, its 
exclusion and arrest, — could alone give security to the violent 
Thus, when force becomes the arbiter and weapon of parties, 
both are driven to extremes, by self-defence even more than 
by vengeance. The anarchists, who had raised an insurrec- 
tion to screen themselves from the Gironde, were, now that 
they had overcome that host of talented men, obliged to crush 
them. The continuance of the insurrection could alone ena- 
ble them to do this ; and accordingly the tocsin continued to 
sound, and the drums to beat to arms, as if the country was 
in danger. All the population remained under arms, ignorant 
or terrified, each man awing his neighbor, yet asking that 
neighbor what all this meant. The majority of these armed 
citizens, could t.hev have understood each other, might soon 
have restored peace and order. But all were the dupes of ig- 
norance and fear, the worst qualities that can beset a multi- 
tude, and which never could have prevailed so completely and 
absurdly over any generation, save one reared in the dirkness 
of despotism, anil then exposed to the blinding light of sud- 
den and extreme liberty. 

The first of June was spent in parley helw'xt the commit- 
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tee of public safety, which represented the convention, and 
that of the municipal lily, whirl) represented the anarchists and 
the mob. The latter demanded the exclusion of the Gironde; 
and the assembly was not likely to pass so iniquitous a decree. 
Garat at length proposed that the chiefs of the two parties, 
of tlie Gironde and of the Mountain, should sacrifice them- 
selves for the sake of peace, ;md both retire. Danton ap 
plauded the idea. But Robespierre would not hearken to it. 
All attempts were vain; and accordingly the leaders of the 
insurrection enrronnded the Toilleriefl, where the convention 
then sat, with its most select and ferocious tsuids, led by Hen- 
riot. The order was given to these not to harm or oiler vio- 
lence to the deputies, but to prevent their egress or escape; 
in fact, to keep l.bojti close prisoners till (bey voted the exclu- 
sion of the Girondists. 

Tliese victims of proscription were most of them collected 
in a distant lodging, deeming it vain to brave any longer the 
fury of the insurgents, yet scorning to- fly. Barbarous, how- 
ever, resolved to perish at his post, escaped from his friends, 
and took his seat in the assembly. Buzot made the same en- 
deavor, but was prevented. Their cause, nevertheless, was no! 
left without defenders. Lanjuinais was the first to rush tc 
the tribune, vent his indignation at the conspiracy, and de- 
nounce the audacious conduct of the commune, of which he 
demanded the removal. "We are accused of calumniating 
Paris. It is false; Paris iB pure. Paris is itself oppressed 
by tyrants, greedy of blood and domination." As the only 
reply which they were capable of giving to this, young Ro- 
bespierre, J uli en, and others, rushed and seized J.itmuinfiis. 
and endeavored in vain to drag him down from the tribune, to 
which he held in their despite, A deputation came tn inter- 
rupt this scene, and mode the usual demand. It came to de 
nounce, for the last time, the counter-revolutionists of the 
Gironde. "The people are tired of deferring their wishes. 
They give you yet an instant's time to execute them. If yon 
hesitate to act for the people, we declare that the people will 
act for themselves." 

In reply to this insolent menace, lie convention passed to 
he order of the day, the last vote that did it honor; it was 
ine of courage and of peril. And yet, even in the face of 
peril, had it been supported and sustained, there were still 
hopes that the cause of liberty and order might have survived 
the insurrection. But Barrere arose as usual with a tempo- 
rary, and what he deemed a salutary expedient, and the as- 
sembly was induced to quit the vantage-ground of dignity and 
courage. Barren! invited the accused members to resign vol 
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untarily their functions of dppiities for peace-salie ; and the 
hitherto firm majority applauded the expedient, though it ivas 
nought else than the most pusill amnions capitulation. In re- 
■ilv Id Ri'irrortr'}: prnposil, Umird oilbriid lii.<j n^ignation. The 
impetuous Barbaroux censured his colleague, and scorned to.- 
yield. " I have no right," said he, " to quit my post, and be- 
tray my cause, and that of my constituents, in the hour of 
danger. I am ready lo die here, but not to yield." 

A member at this moment sought to leave the palace. He 
happened to be one of the Mountain, yet was driven back 
with rudeness by the guard. He returned to complain. 
Others made the same essay, but were driven back, and their 
garments torn. The assembly betrayed its sense of insult; 
the very Jacobins showed themselves hurt. The guards were 
summoned to the bar, but the guilty were not to be found. 
Barrere on this rose, and proposed that the whole assembly 
should walk forth, and ascertain whether it was free or not. 
This was adopted; and all the members, the very Jacobins 
joining the procession from shame to appear accomplices in 
the insults offered, proceeded out of their hall, led by their 
president, Herault Sechelles. The convention issued from 
the Tuilleries, by the gate of the Carousel: the sentinels gave 
way in respect; but Hen riot, amidst his cannoneers, signified 
to them that they must not pass till they had delivered up the 
twenty obnoxious members. The president turned to the sol- 
diers and bade them "arrest the rebel." Henriot backed his 
horse, called to his artillerymen to stand to their pieces, and 
persisted in defending himself, and barring the way. The 
soldiers dared not to execute the president's command. The 
assembly in procession here denied egress, re-entered the Tu- 
illuriep, and re-issued from it on the other side into the gar- 
den. Here they were equally unsuccessful. They tried every 
gate, marched round the garden, but were everywhere de- 
nied a passage. They re-entered their hall of sitting, and 
there Marat and Couthon instantly exclaimed, " You see how 
perfectly free you are; how full of obedience are the people!" 

The Plain now began to be alarmed ; and when the decree 
for the arrest of the Gironde, eo lately repulsed with indigna- 
tion, was offered again to the reluctant assembly, there wer» 
signs of timidity and wavering. " After all," said some, " to 
vote the errest of the proscribed, will not place them in a 
worse state than they are in. whilst it will release us. Let us 
not endanger ourselves by over obstinacy." The question was 
put; and the centre, in lieu of offering opposition, declined 
altogether to vote, the members declaring that they were nc 
longer free. The unopposed voices of the Mountain then 
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passed tbi. decree, ordering into arrest the leading members 
nf tlie Gironde, and of the commission of twelve. The original 
list of twenty-two was swelled to thirty, besides thy ministers 
of finance and foreign affairs. 

Such was the first epuralion, or purge, of tiie national as- 
sembly. It was proposed by Hie loadi'i:.; Jacobins; though' ef- 
fected through the medium of the municipality, by a more 
obscure set of agitators, over whom the celebrated triumvi- 
rate, Robespierre, Marat, and Danton, were tar from having 
supreme influence. These, indeed, succeeded in placing 
themselves at the head of an insurrection, which they had by 
no means led in the hour of action. The puissant men who 
overthrew liberty on the 2d of June, 1763, very much resem- 
bled, and in some instances were the same, as those who over- 
threw the monarchy on the 10th of August, being a knot of 
obscure ruffians, whom, however influential, Fame so blushed 
to see on her registers, that history has scarcely named them. 
Many were foreigners, such as Clootz, Guzman, Lazouski. 
Yet these were the men that wrenched the sceptre of power 
from Vergniaud, from Condorcet, from Barbaroux, from Du- 
roouriez ; the mere force of ignominy and obscurity overcom- 
ing eloquence, philosophy, political vehemence itself, and 
military talent. The superiority of all four was paralyzed, 
merely because combined with humanity. 



THE KEICS OF TERROR. 

1793, 1794. 

It is surprising to observe, that in revolutionary struggles 
fought parliamentary- wise by the tongue and pen, in the 
proper arena of intellect, (renins arirt noble endowments are 
found universally to succumb; whilst in those fought with the 
sword, where physical force seems especially intrusted with 
the award, intellect, infallibly obtains tho sway, and talent vin- 
dicates its claim to superiority. War gave to France Napo- 
leon for a sovereign. Her representative assemblies placed 
her at the foot of Robespierre. 

This paradox, that mediocrity bears away the prize in popu- 
lar and tumultuous revolutions, is partially explained by ob- 
serving, that the first and front ranks filled by talent are 
swept away, whilst those in the rear naturally press on to 
seize the vie tow that better men have won. The si\:rf:t of 
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success is to come late : for political characters are ephemeral 
in time of revolution, short-lived as the opinions which they 
represent. The chosen talents of a generation start up intc 
sudden ripeness, like the productions of the field, and, like 
these enjoying the honors of an autumn, are mown down, and 
£ive place to another and another, until the exhausted soil 
can afford but a stunted and pigmy crop. It is then aban- 
doned as a steriie waste, to pursue the metaphor, and sit 
length rise the forest and its lord, the natural and lofty mOn- 
arena of a region where signs of culture are no more visible, 
nor the broad daylight of freedom allowed to penetrate. 

Robespierre, though no exception to this rule, was still an 
extraordinary personage. He was the very perfection, the 
type of triumphant mediocrity. Talents he had none — nor 
ideas, although by dint of exertion he acquired the semblance 
of the one, and purloined the others notoriously from all 
around him. His speeches were written for him ; and the 
debates of the Jacobin clubs, at first philosophical and given 
to the discussion of principles, supplied him with a political 
vocabulary at least Thus his friends, his future enemies be- 
ing included in that class, lent to this hawk the feathers that 
imped his wing, and taught him at length to soar. He was 
totally without passion, unless vanity deserve the name ; but 
his vanity was wise, and wore all the loftiness of pride. Then 
he had honesty and consistency, two qualities that cannot be 
denied him, liowever he might have adopted them in calcula- 
tion. From his first vote in the constituent assembly he had 
been the rank democrat that he ever was, professing all those 
extreme opinions to which others tended. His private morals 
were irreproachable. He held to his condition, lodged to the 
last with the same humble carpenter's family that at first 
housed him. Unlike his colleague Danton, no bribe, no pecu- 
lation, no expense, no licentiousness, considered as such in 
that day at least, could be laid to his charge. No petty am- 
bition distracted his views, or blemished his character for dis- 
interestedness. He was never minister, nor even commissary. 
After the fail of the Gironde, when he was all-powerful, he 
did not become member of the sovereign committee till it 
pleased the convention and {he Jacobins of their own accord 
to appoint him. With this there was no affectation in his 
suiiKattotrism. He neither shaved his head, nor wore tattered 
garments, nor mounted the red night-cap. Robespierre alone 
wore powder, and preserved the dress and demeanor of re- 
spectability. Political courage he certainly did not want, 
though physically he was, with Marat, the most arrant of cow- 
III. — 4 
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ards. Ruthless as a tiger, at first reckless, then greeay of 
Mood ; — ay<:h was the tyrant of the day. 

The Gironde had now fallen before the parly of Robespierre 
and the Parisians. The dignity of the national assembly had 
been violated, and its freedom destroyed. It remained for the 
provinces; to fulfil their irn.-oaoi?, ejitipoit m\i\ avenge the Gi- 
rondists, and resist the tumultuous tyranny of the capital. To 
this resistance many were previously disposed and partially 
prepared. The escape of some of the proscribed deputies, 
and their appearance in the provinces, communicated enthu- 
siasm and gave leaders to the revolt, that now became general. 
The northern departments, with those immediately around 
Paris, remained alone true to the convention. The former, 
menaced by the foreign enemy, and occupied by the republican 
armies, had neither power nor leisure to rise. But Normandy, 
whither most of the fugitive Gironde hail bent their steps, at 
oncedeclared Bgaiiiet. tin; anarohiats. The province summoned 
a representative assembly to meet at Caen, raised an army, 
appointed general Wtinpfeu to the command, and pushed for- 
ward its advanced post to Evreux, within a day's journey of 
the capital. Brittany strove to imitate La Vendee; whilst 
the victorious insurgents of this region were at this moment 
marching upon Nantes, in order to procure themselves a strong- 
hold and a seaport. Nantes, though Girondist, prepared to 
resist the royalists to the last ; and, in the middle of June, a 
gallant and general attack upon the town by the Vendeans 
was repulsed. Both parties; were, however, equally hostile ta 
tin: convention. Continuing the circuit of France, Bordeaux 
was naturally indignant at the arrest of its deputies. It in- 
stantly dispatched a remonstrance to Paris, and began to levy 
an army to support it. Toulouse followed the example. Mar- 
seilles, the hyper-revolutionary Marseilles, had anticipated 
the crisis. The Jacobins and moderate republicans bad come 
to blows, and the former had succumbed. Lyons presented 
the same scene, save that the struggle was more fierce. 
Lyons, from its manufacture of silk, gold and silver embroi- 
dery, and other articles of high luxury, had depended on the 
rich. It therefore contained an aristocratic and royalist party, 
which naturally generated the o'ther extreme, a Jacobin club; 
and this club had its Marat in Chalier. The parties fought; 
the Jacobins were beaten ; their club destroyed ; and Chalier, 
ei11.lt a time, tried and executed. 

'J'liiisi did iho ™iggr;rij.iiM imtunl reproaches of the Moun- 
tain and the Gironde rralizo each other. Rolicspier re, accused 
of aspiring to the dictatorship, became marked as fit for this 
I, and attained iL The moderates, accused of aim 
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rng lit federalism, and projecting to organize the provinces 
separately ami inflc p' ■ rsti^nr.Ly of the capitis], were driven at 
lenjrtri to attempt this in t!n;:r omi dtjlbiice as well as in that 
of freedom. Divided and declared as parties now were, it 
seemed almost inevitable that the Jacobins would be crushed. 
More than two thirds of the provinces declared ng;iii;s(. !.fn'!in. 
whilst the English and Austrians pressed them from the north 
and east. The Mountainists were, however, the central 
power, holding immediate;}' in hand the army, the revenue, 
tin; iviji mi kt ration. On the standard, which they held up, 
were all the old symbols of the revolution ; whilst the pro- 
vincials, separated widely in space, and as widely in ideas, 
were under the impossibility of con tor tin;; either a plan of 
campaign, or a principle of resistance. In many places the 
resistance gradually threw off the republican mask, and be- 
came avowed royalism. This terrified and disgusted others, 
however ill disposed to the convention, from taking part 
against it. But the chief cause of the failure of the provin- 
cial reaction in favor of the Gironde against Paris was, that 
the Girondists were essentially a burgess party, supported by 
the middle classes only ; that is, by the townsmen of the 
provinces. The peasant population could never be made to 
comprehend a medium betwixt the royalist and the ultra-revo- 
lutionist; and thus, when they refused to assume the white 
cockade, they equally refused to take arms against the tri- 
color. This state of things the convention, however at first 
alarmed, in time was able to perceive. On the first rumor of 
the wide-spread resistance, proposals were entertained of con- 
ciliating the provinces, of sending them hostages from the 
bosom of the assembly itself A new constitution was pre- 
pared, discussed in preference to measures of defence, which 
nevertheless appeared more pressing, and the convention 
seemed ready to deprecate the odium of France by dissolving 
itself. But with a clearer view courage returned ; and Jean 
Eon St. Andre, in the name of the committee of public 
safety, pronounced that the " count er-revolu Lion was confined 
to some few opulent towns," and that " the present was a 
war of merely some few shopkeepers against the liberty of 
the country." 

In fact La "Vendee alone fought, and at this time with ill 
success. The kaL'uo of Lower Xormandy, formidable by the 
debates and votes, ami prmv; vr-rlmlx of its representative 
assembly, conducted its military eiiiirrs with 'ill tho irresolu- 
tion and negleftt chiLmcterHtic of the Gironde. The only 
exm.rlit.i™ winch it attempted was against tho town of Ver- 
non. The first cannon-shot fired by tho c '■ ' - 
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darmes muted tli3 hesitating army of the federals. They 
retreated. The Girondist deputies fled through Brittany to 
Bordeaux; and .\ormaudy submitted to tilt sovereign au- 
thorities of Paris. A young Norman girl showed wore hero- 
ism than the united party. Well-born, and inheriting com- 
petence, she became, like madame Roland, and many talented 
females of the time, deeply interested in political events. She 
same to worship with enthusiasm the idea of a republic, such 
as that which illustrated the ancient world, in which patriot- 
ism inspired the mass, in which virtues and genius were the 
undisputed titles to influence and power. This halcyon polit- 
ical state she saw in the predominance of the Gironde ; and 
she was enamoured of the philosophy, the eloquence, the 
varied talents of its leaders. Mortified and indignant at their 
fall, Charlotte Corday made personal acquaintances with her 
admired statesmen then fugitives at Caen ; and her feelings 
inspired her with heroic resolve. Imparting her purposes to 
none, she set out alone to Paris, and spent some days in seek- 
ing the abodes and learning the motions of the sanguinary 
triumvirate. She determined to immolate one of them ; and 
Marat appeared to her to be the most guilty and most atro- 
cious. But he no longer went abroad to the convention ; suf- 
fering under a continual fever, which ho allayed by frequent 
baths, and indulged by denunciations and proscriptions, sent 
forth either in his daily journal, or in letters to the convention. 
He was then clamorous, like a hound for his meal delayed, 
that Custines and Biron, the two generals in command, were 
aristocrats worthy of condemnation and the guillotine. Char- 
lotte Corday went to the abode of the monster ; a female wilii 
whom he lived denied her entrance : she insisted, saying she 
had matters of importance to communicate, having just arrived 
from Caen. Marat, who was extended in his bath in an ad- 
joining chamber, caught the word, cried out that the young 
girl should be admitted, and eagerly commenced inquiries 
relating to the Girondist deputies then at Caen. He carefully 
noted down her replies, muttering, " they shall all go to tile 
guillotine," when Charlotte Corday approached and plunged 
a knife into his breast. His cry for help brought bis mistress ; 
and she, a crowd. The monster had expired, the words of 
blood still in his mouth. Charlotte Corday stood by unmoved, 
n the calm serenity of heroism, avowing and irioryiiiLT in tha 
■ ' ' ' UoE d" - 



deed. Such washer countenance at her trial: s 
continue at her execution, which took place in a few days 
after, amidst the execrations of the mob; whilst Marat was 
borne to his tomb lamented by thousands, and actually adored 
and addressed by many as a god. 
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The assassi nation of Marat was unfortunate. It cut off 
one sanguinary wretch, bjt it had the effect of endearing tc 
the rabble his meniiiry ;p.d policy. Tin; Mew was considered 
to have been directed by tiie Gironde ; and. a reason or pretext 
was thus afforded for condemning the imprisoned deputies. 
Up to this time speakers in favor of moderation were still 
heard in the assembly. Arrests took place, but no execution. 
The discussion of the new constitution promised a return to 
a system of law and order. The general insurrection of the 
provinces tempered the zeal, if it did not excite the fears, of 
the leaders in the capital. As the provinces succumbed, 
however, feelings of irritation and vengeance appeared; the 
revolutionary monster felt the return of its access of fury, 
that had for a moment been allayed. The new constitution, 
one as democratic as could well be formed, was to he pro- 
claimed and inaugurated on the lOtli of August. The de- 
partments, which in two months had almost all given in their 
submission to the convention, were requested to send commis- 
rf'iries (o Paris in token of reconciliation. They came; and 
on the 10th of August Paris enjoyed the spectacle of a third 
federation, celebrating the birth of the third constitution that 
hod been framed in the short space of four years. 

The ceremony,— for even these enlightened republicans, 
whose only creed was in the maxims of abstract philosophy, 
found worship, or at least its semblance, necessary, — was 
arranged by David. To the artist was assigned the task of 
religious legislation ; and all that the Jacobin possessed of 
taste was expended in the flagrant parody. The half fete, 
half liturgy, began by a hymn to Nature, sung in the place de 
la Bastile. Prom hence there was a procession to the Champ 
de Mara, where the altar of Ike country was erected, before 
which the final mummeries were performed. The ark of the 
constitution of the year III. figured in the ceremony; and the 
assembled multitude swore to observe and defend its laws. 
Vain cat!) ! It had been „v;arcely uttered when the Jacobins 
and the commissaries of the departments, the very cortege 
and chorus of the drama, petitioned that the constitution, thus 
solemnly inaugurated, should be set aside and postponed. In 
its place the eeinmil'ee of public satiny, having subdued the 
mutilated convention, set up its own reign, known everlast- 
ingly a; the Terror. 

This fearful reign is dated, by some, from the successful 
insurrection of the last days of May. Its character, however, 
did not become deelii.reii li!i ieis jierin] ; when the presence 
and zeal of so many commissaries from the primary assem- 
blies of the departments gave strength and c 
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the Jacobins, hitherto abashed by their victory and its men. 
acing consequences. At the same tune, the step taken by 
the still rebellious towns to adopt the cause of royalisin came 
to sanction the ultra-revolutionary rage of the Mountain. It 
wag then that Toulon delivered up itself, its docks and fleets, 
tu tin.' Knglisti. The duke of York had taken Valenciennes; 
and the king of Prussia had made himself master of May 
ence. These disasters enabled the convention to raise truly 
the cry of the country being in danger, end enabled the Jaco- 
bins, despito their tyranny and crimes, to rally round them 
even the patriots discontented with their rule. 

Feeling the breeze of popular favor thus freshen in their 
sails, the two surviving leaders of the triumvirate proceeded 
to put forth their energy, eacii in his peculiar department. 
Robespierre, the home tyrant, the civil dictator, mounted 
the tribune to denounce. He attributed all the reverses of 
the republican arms to the impunity of Dumouriez, of Iatay- 
ette, and of Custine. The measure of safety that he pro- 
posed was, "to brush away the remaining aristocrats from 
the national hearths." Danton, the stirring Danton, aban- 
doned to his colleague the task of domestic slaughter; but 
demanded the levy en masse against the foreign enemy. The 
wish of both was soon passed into decrees by the obsequious 
convention. Danton's project was answered by a law, placing 
all Frenchmen at the disposal of the war minister as lono- as 
an enemy remained on the soil of France. All unmarried 
males, from eighteen years of age to five and twenty, com 
posed thejfrsf requisition; and were instantly to assemble at 
the different depots. All from twenty-five to thirty were to 
hold themselves in readiness. Property was seized with as 
unsparing a hand as persons. A maximum was named for 
the price of all commodities; and the monopolizer, or he who 
refused to sell, was punished with death. A tax on the rich 
had previously been ordained, levying on them all the revenue 
above what was necessary for the maintenance of their family. 
A law against suspected persons, dividing them into catego- 
ries, and ordering their arrest, came at the same tune to 
sal i h I V Lhts politic views of Robespierre. 

In this time of frenzy, every actor — and who was not an 
actor in the popular scene 1 — was seized with a desire to 
show his energy. He who could not cut down a foreign foe, 
had rather strike his neighbor than allow his arm to be idle. 
The passionate were impelled to cruelty from a vague desire 
to gratifv in impulse of activity and rage; the timid imi- 
tated and o't out-ranted them, that they might not be taken 
for victims There was no medium possible, no neutral 
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ground betwixt the slaughterers and slaughtered. To look 
on was to perish. And few there were who, when offered 
the alternative, had the courage to choose with Condorcet— 



Such was the frenzy that now clamored for blood : for, be il 
remarked, it was not as yet tiie solitary tyrant Robespierre, 
that singled out his victims; but in a great measure a popu- 
lace, that, like tiie Roman rabble collected round their san- 
guinary games, enjoyed the savage sport, and turned their 
thumbs, spilling blood in the mere and heartless exuberance 
of delight 

It was now that the revolutionary tribunal was organized 
to work with arbitrariness and dispatch. The sections peti- 
tioned for the judgment, of tiie Girondists. Domiciliary visits 
look place in search of Ihe suspected, and the prisons were 
filled in consequence. General Custine was the first victim 
of the terror; he was guillotined on the last day of August. 
The unfortunate Marie Antoinette was the next. By a re- 
finement of cruelty, she had been separated from her son, and 
the young prinoe intrusted to the iutelage nf a cobbler jin inert 
Simon, who treated him wild ki.r barons anmly, The queen 
herself was transferred from the Temple to a common male- 
factor's dungeon in the Conciergerie, where she remained 
two months. Brought before the tribunal, she heard with 
dignity and resignation the usual list of crimes laid to her 
charge, until the deposition of Hebert pronounced new and 
unheard of horrors. The cobbler Simon, forsooth, had dis- 
covered vicious practices in young Louis; he induced the 
prince to confess, or to sign a confession, to the purpose that 
his mother and aunt had initiated him in guilt. Marie An- 
toinette disdained to make reply ; but when pressed by her 
accusers, exclaimed, "I appeal to all the mothers that hear 
me." Although none save the furies of the day were in the 
audience, Hebert feared to rouse up even their shame and 
pity ; and the queen underwent condemnation without furllier 
torture. On the 16th of October, she was conducted, in a 
common cart, her hands tied behind her, to the place of exe- 
cution, the mob saluting her funeral procession with shouts 
of exultation. The view of the Tuilleries caused her but a 
moment's emotion. She died with courage. Who is there 
that cannot supply his own fit and sad reflections on her fatel 

Next came the turn of the Girondists io appear before the 
fatal tribunal. Twenty-one of their members remained in 
prison si:n;e the 2d of June ; of those the chiefs were Verg- 
niaud. Brissol. Vda./e. Gensnnne. I ,:i«,iui-<:,\ Fonfrede, Their 
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trial was, of course, but the mockery of justice. Chabot and 
Fabre d 'Eglantine appeared as witnesses, and uttered, with- 
out fear of contradiction, whatever circumstances of conspi- 
racy or crime their imaginations could suggest The elo- 
quence of Vergniaud, although he hail been too careless to 
prepare a defence, here exerted for the last time, shook the 
judges, and melted tbe auditors. A decree of the convention 
instantly stopped the pleadings, and ordered the court to pro- 
ceed to pass .sentence: it was death. The victims bailed 
the late, which they had foreseen, with a verse of the Mar- 
seillois hymn, originally applied to the enemies of freedom, 
now but too applicable to its friends. Vnlaze, at the moment, 
pierced himself with a poignard, and fell dead; Vergniaud, 
more heroic, flung away a Sox of poison, in order to die with 
bis friends. They we'e executed on the morrow, showing 
in death that firmness which, had it been displayed in the 
acts of their political life, would have nt least saved their 
memory from reprobation, and most probably insured th'ein 
a glorious and successful career. Those who think that the 
stern law of retaliation is or should be applied to human for- 
tunes, will say they merited their ate ; will argue that those 
who stirred the mob to the insurrection of the 20th of June, 
1792, and who looked on at that of the 10th of August, de- 
served to be overthrown by the same force in June, 1793 ; and 
that those who in timidity voted the death of Louis XVI. 
might expect to find in their judges a similar sacrifice of jus- 
tice and mercy to cowardly expediency. 

Soon after her political friends, the wife of Roland perished 
on the same scaffold. " O Liberty !" said she, addressing in 
her dying breath the statue so called, and placed with melan- 
choly irony to preside over the place of execution,— " O Lib- 
erty, what crimes are committed in thy name !" Her husband, 
on learning her death, stabbed himself Others of the Gi- 
ronde were taken at Bordeaux, by this time reduced. Tal- 
lien, the pro-consul, caused several to be executed amidst the 
wide proscription and slaughter of their partisans. Bu' 
space is wanting Hi cituimiraUj the victims of even this early 
epoch, when heads fell as yet singly, or but a score at a time 
beneath the giiillodim. Eailly, however, must not be forgot- 
ten ; Bailly, the idolized mayor of Paris, whom, by a refine- 
ment of cruelty, the mob employed, on the day of his execu- 
tion, in displacing and dragging his gibbet from one place to 
another. The old man, as he awaited the executioner, was 
seen to tremble under his many years and the winter's day. 
"You tremble, Bai^y," smu'ryr: one of his guards. " Tis 
from cold," replied the aged man. The duke of Orleans, 
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Egalite, perished also at this epoch. Not all his ferocity, in- 
trigue, and baseness, could save him. He too died firmly, 
hardened in apathy and crime. Death-blows were dealt 
around so thickly, that those subject to them gathered cour- 
age, like soldiers exposed to the fire of battle. Innocent and 
guilty braved alike the guillotine with carelessness: some 
even courted it Distant spectators, however, shuddered. 
Terror penetrated into every domicile, and came as a moral 
medicine to neutralize and arrest that thirst of liberty, tile 
excess of which hod produced all these ills. 

If the pen shrinks from describing, except by a few strokes, 
the wholesale murders of the capital, how shall it attempt tc 
portray the massacres in the provinces? If in Paris some dis- 
crimination was used, some form observed; in the depart- 
ments the pro-consuls of the convention dispensed with all. 
Nor could reaction, vengeance, or security be given as the 
pretexts ; for in the department of the north, where neither 



tions were no less sweeping and severe. The 1 
who punished the south were not more cruel, and scarcely 
shed more blood, than Joseph Lebon, in the pure spirit of 
ferocity, spilled at Arras. At Bordeaux the scafiolds stream- 
ed, and were still supplied by the agency of Tallien. Mar- 
seilles underwent the same iate. The inhabitants of Toulon, 
to escape decimation, had yielded to the English, and were 
now besieged. Lyons had been invested since the month of 
August; and after suffering bombardment and famine, at 
length, on the 0th of October, surrendered. A decree of the 
convention instantly ordered that Lyons should be destroyed, 
and all those inhabitants, who had taken arms, guillotined. 
Couthon, and after him Collot d'Herbois, a comedian, often 
hissed on the stage of Lyons, undertook to execute this de- 
cree. They began employing the revolutionary army to 
destroy the houses with pickaxes, and by decapitating the 
population with the guillotine. Both means were found too 
tedious. Mines of gunpowder were therefore employed to 
blow up the most teautiful streets; and the victims, crowded 
in one of the public squares, were fired at, lacerated, and de- 
stroyed, by grape-shot Six thousand were said to have per- 
ished. Their bodies choked up the Rhone, which flung them 
up upon its banks, and obliged Collot d'Herbois, in dread of 
pestilence, to bury them. 

It is difficult for even the most ample canvas to include 
the many and prominent events of this tragical period. The 
war of La Vendee might well demand a volume: a paragraph 
could never give even an idea of this insurrectionary struggle, 
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marked by scarcely a decisive action ; nor could a brief sen 
tence do justice to the heroism ot' La ilodiejiiquelein. Tha 
Vendean war forms a brilliant ('picnic: in French history, al 
together isolated, in its progress and in its nullity of effect, 
from the great chain of events. Tt must suffice here to mark, 
from time to time, its good or evil fortune. 

From the spring- of l",!.i:i tlio republic had been at war not 
only with Austria, Prussia, Piedmont, hut also with Spain and 
with England. France declared war against the latter coun- 
try, which by its honest pride and just indignation certainly 
tended to provoke it. But Pitt, however able a minister, was 
most unfit for the station in which hostilities placed him. His 
was no hand to wield, aa his sire's had done, the thunders of 
war. The bolts trembled in his grasp; and, instead of darting 
them at the enemy with uplifted arm, he let them drop, 
scorching far more the soil on which he stood than that which 
he aimed at. Yet such was his ascendency and high character, 
that he was the very bugbear of the republicans, who saw in 
every shadow what they deemed his gold and his intrigues. 
On the 7th of August the convention voted Pitt to be " the 
enemy of the human race," which, considering that Clootz 
was the chosen orator of the species, was certainly a compli- 
ment to the minister. His view of France, in return, if not 
so unjust, was more erroneous. He looked upon the revolu- 
tion with narrow and professional ideas, — as a financier, 
rather tlian as a statesman ; and because he could not per- 
ceive the possibility of a French administration making up a 
budget and raising supplies in a regular way, he thought tliey 
must come to a stand and sue for peace. A few thousand 
men, in addition to a body of Hanoverians, seemed therefore 
a sufficient force to join the Austrlans on the northern fron- 
tier. The facilities offered of leaguing with Vendeans, Gi- 
rondists, were all neglected, with the exception of Toulon, 
which chance threw into the hands of Admiral Hood ; and 
the capture of one or two insignificant frontier towns seemed 
to be the utmost object proposed by tin: Tlnglish and their 
allies. Early in September, the duke of York laid siege in 
Dunkirk, when Houchard and Jourdan attacked him. A com- 
iat ensued, called that of Hoondschoot, in which an equal 
number perished on both sides; but, in consequence, tin: 
English were obliged to retreat precipitately from before 
Dunkirk. 

The most remarkable event in the military history of 1793 
is the siege of Ton Ion, not so much from its importance, as 
from its first bringing to light the talents of Napoleon Buona- 
parte. He was born in Corsica, of a good family, in 1709. 
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and educated at the artillery school of Brienne. As all the 
students of this establishment, and, indeed, all intended to 
hold rank in the army under the ancient regime, were nohle, 
the officers emigrated at the revolution ; Buonaparte and 
three comrades being the only ones that remained of his regi- 
ment. The place of an officer of artillery could not be sup- 
plied from the lower and uninformed ranks of life, as those of 
the line were in France; and thus he found himself, at the 
age of twenty-four, with the rank of major, and the chief of 
his arm before Toulon. Two successive generals appointed 
to command the siege were totally ignorant of their profes- 
sion. The members of tin: cnnvciition [ircsen! with the army 
were self-su.ffic.ient, and still less capable of conducting- a 
siege. The task fell upon young Buonaparte, who had not 
onlv to devise good counsel, but to make it prevail. The lat- 
ter he effected by reports and written plans, that proved his 
talents to the war committee at home, as his acts proved them 
to the besieging army. Instead of making a regular attack- 
upon the main fortification, he proposed to get possession of 
the prominent points commanding the harbor, which would 
render it untenable to the English fleet Were this once 
effected, the motley garrison he knew would not hold the 
town. Although amounting to 14,000, it numbered but 3000 
English. Even their commander, O'Hara, was taken in a 
sortie. The important posts designated by Buonaparte were 
captured ; and as the cannon from them readied the fleet, the 
evacuation of the town was decided on. The English, in de- 
parting, set. (ire to the magazines, and to the French fleet, 
consisting of nine vessels of the line and four frigates; a mel- 
ancholy spectacle to the men of Toulon, an exasperating one 
to their republican conquerors. The circumstances of the 
siege were, however, useful to the cause of the latter. It 
proved an example to awe all towns and parties from mount- 
ing the white flag of the Bourbons, or from receiving under 
any pretext the enemies of their country within their walls. 

In the mean time, the victorious Jacobins were about to 
split into two contending parties. But first let us regard a 
picture of the convention at present, drawn by one of its 
members, Thibaudeau. " The national convention itself was 
no longer aught than a nominal representation, than a passive 
instrument of terror. On the ruins of its independence was 
raised that monstrous dictatorship, called the Coin mi Hon of 
1'iiblic Safety. Terror isolated and struck xvith stupor the 
deputies as much as the muss of citizens. On entering the 
assembly, each member, full of mistrust, governed his words 
and demeanor, lest either should be construed into a crime. 
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Nothing was indifferent, — (lie place one sat on, a gesture, a 
look, a murmur, asmi'r. Tin; highest bench of the Mountain 
marking the highest degree of re public an is 111, all pressed 
towards it ; the right side remaining deserted since the fall 
of the Gironde. Those who had voted with that party, and 
had too much conscience to become Jacobins, took n.il'ii!;^ ir> 
the Plain, ever ready to receive those who sought .safety in 
inaction. Other members, more pusillanimous, still assumed 
no fixed place, but changed continually, seeking thus to de- 
ceive and baffle suspicion. Some, still more cunning, in the 
fear of being compromised, never sat down at all, but remain- 
ed standing at the foot of the tribune. On trying occasions, 
when there was repugnance to vote for a violent measure, 
and danger to oppose it, they escaped by stealth from the as- 
sembly." 

The trying moment for a revolutionary party is when it 
has conquered, and essays to govern. The followers end the 
weapons, which have hitherto aided it in crushing and over- 
throwing, prove most unmanageable instruments of admin- 
istration. When the Girondists had conquered royalty, and 
found themselves possessed of the ministry and the majority 
of the convention, they sought to stop the revolutionary cur- 

7 the force of reason, of eloquence, and of law. All had 
unavailing. Robespierre, and the committee of public 
BLtavf over which he ruled, devised more efficient measures, 
Tliey took the mob into pay, and formed it into a revolutiona- 
ry army. They multiplied executions, in order to strike all 
classes with terror, the only sentiment powerful enough, they 
well judged, to check the discording passions of the time. 
Still the never-failing rule held good, that a party more ex- 
treme than the government exists of necessity, however pop- 
ular and extreme that government. The anarchical party 
now formed itself in what had ever been the most violent fur- 
nace of the revnlution, the Cordelier club, of Hie men whom 
even Marat had denounced, but who had nevertheless been 
the most violent agitators of the 31st of May. . When the all- 
levelling constitution of 1793 was proposed, the anarchists 
found it not democratical enough, and petitioned accordingly. 
When it was set aside, and the committee of public safely in- 
stalled with dictatorial power in its place, the anarchists de- 
manded the constitution. Whilst Robespierre defended the 
government of the day against the violent opposition, he was 
at the same time menaced by another, the Moderates, who 
thought that blood enough had been shed, and measures of 
vengeance or rigor were no Ion if or mci^nry. T-is party, 
which already began to lean to tlm side of humanitj vas un 
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fortunately brought thither by no honorable path. It was 
formed of successful plunderers, — of those who had enriched 
themselves in the revolution, who loved pleasure and tran- 
quillity, and who thought the time was come for enjoyment. 
These were necessarily few. The great and famishing mass 
of the undistinguished and uninvited pressed on their rear, 
demanded the continuance of the revolutionary times and 
habits, and exclaimed against moderation as their ruin. This 
was the sentiment of the Jacobin club, and of the talking ma- 
jority of the public. Robespierre could not but adopt and lead 
this opinion; the Jacobins being his true support, the chief 
source of his popularity as a demagogue. But then, as a mem- 
ber of the government, he had to repress the anarchists ; and 
(lie difficulty was to refute them, and repulse, without incur- 
ring the suspicion of moderatism. This position was danger- 
ous, betwixt the two parties. If the anarchists succeeded in 
proving him. moderate to the Jacobins, he was lost : and he 
was wise enough to see that the moderates had no force or 
class on whom they could rely ; and that to rely on them 
would be to lean on a broken reed. The subtle tyrant, there- 
fore, whilst obliged to denounce and menace the anarchists, 
cleansed himself from the crime of moderation by enforcing 
measures of blood and keeping the guillotine in action ; and 
at the same he prepared the means, and watched the oppor- 
tunity, of delivering himself from the dilemma by the ruin of 
both parties. 

Danton wanted his colleague's acuteness and his persever- 
ance. He was one of those sated revolutionists who wished 
to slop the effusion of blood. He knew his eloquence or in- 
fluence was as yet as unequal to the task : he therefore, rather 
than imitate Robespierre in indulging the sanguinary feeling 
of the time, thought it best to retire to the country, and wait 
till the revolutionary fury had ebbed, and humanity began to 
flow,— a feeling fatal to him, and most advantageous to Ro- 
bespierre; thus ridding the latter of a formidable rival. 

Previous to the secession of Danton, the anarchists had re- 
course to a singular manoeuvre. Denied all influence in di- 
recting the civil or military affairs of fie state, they deter- 
mined to set up as its religious legislators, 'fcnd determined tc 
usurp the authority of high-priests, since that of represent- 
atives was denied them. In this scheme they enlisted the 
commune or municipality, which had grown weary of its in- 
activity since the 31st of May, and was jealous to observe 
that its old rival, the convention, had even in defeat continued 
to establish a paramount and dictatorial power. Pache, the 
mayor, was still the grave, stolid, useful tool. Chaumette, 



Google 



64 HISTORY OF FRA\CE 179a 

the procureur of the commune, and Hebcrt, its secretary, set 
themselves at the head of the project. On the ?th of No- 
vember, tbey either terrified or induced Gobe], archbishop of 
Paris, with other renegade bishops and clergy, including 
Julien, a Protestant minister, to appear at the bar of the con- 
vention, and strip themselves of their sacerdotal garments, 
and declare that tbey rejected Christianity as a religion. 
The goddess Reason was set up to be worshipped, and sub- 
stantially represented by n female in the nudity of her im- 
modest charms. This new idol was enthroned in the church 
of Notre Dame. Robespierre, Danton, the convention it- 
self; blushed at such a scene: shame made even them recoil. 
They affected to stop at deism, although their attempts to 
separate it from atheism were as unsuccessful as that of the 
Gironde had been to separate liberty from license. 

Soon after broke out the quarrel between the moderates 
and the anarchists, which enabled Robespierre and his com- 
mittee, placed between them, to crush both in succession. 
The moderate party has been represented as composed prin 
cipally of successful plunderers, of wealthy fortunate men, 
desirous of enjoying their spoils. There were others, how- 
ever, moderate from honest indignation. One of these, 
Phelippeau, in the blindness of zeal, began the attack upon 
those moderate from corruption, by proposing an inquest into 
the fortunes and dilapidations of the deputies. Phelippeau 
here lifted the as: that was to fall upon his own head. Baxire 
and'Cliabot, the Jacobins who bid frown tenderhearted be. 
r.:iiiise gorged with plunder, defended themselves, and ex 
claimed against denunciations. "Let us not decimate and 
devour each other. Already the royalists exult in our de- 
struction ; they see us sending each other to the scaffold. 
'To-day,' say they, "tis Damon's turn, then Billaud's, last 
Robespierre's.' Let us pass a law, that no deputy shall be 
arrested, at least until heard." This decree passed. The 
anarchists exclaimed against it: the Jabobins joined them; 
and a complete outcry was raised against the moderates. The 
rabble were in want of victims. The royalists, constitution- 
alists, Girondists, had ail perished. The source that supplied 
the guillotine was running dry, when the moderates were 
presented as the victims of popular vengeance. Robespierre 
had here the wit to perceive that the current was setting in 
the wrong direction, and moreover the courage to resist "and 
turn it right. The revolution, in his idea, had descended far 
enough; he wished that it. should continue indeed, but on a 
level, not a downward course. He therefore set his face 
(gainst the anarchists, thundered against H 'bert, and boldly 
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attacked the commune, which lie accused of setting up a. new 
unil aristocratic rdi;rii;n. ■' Atheism," n.ii ■ I Uoiirspierrc, "is 
aristocratic; it ia the natural religion of tlie lazy and the 
rich. On the contrary, the belief in a Deity is a. jxiimkr, a 
iniversal belief, moreover a necessary one. If God did not 
i j.isi, we shmdd invent him." 

Hebert, Chaumette, and the commune, intimidated by the 
apostrophes of Robespierre, drew back, recanted their atheism, 
and abolished their worship of reason. But at the same time 
they vented their spleen hy redoubled attacks upon the mode- 
rates, with whom they implicated Danton. Whilst the anar- 
chists in the municipality thus quailed, the original and more 
active agitators in the Cordelier club showed more stubborn- 
ness. Ronsin and Rossignol, generals of the party, who had 
commanded with ail brutality in La Vendee, were accused 
by Pheltppeau, and put in arrest. To show its impartiality, 
the government at the same time arrested those of the mode- 
rates who were accused of embezzlement and corruption, 
such as Chabot, Bazire, and Julien. The parties now became 
declared. The anarchists exclaimed against the counter- 
revolutionists, as they called the moderates, and, through the 
medium of Hebert's journal, the Pere Duchesne, cast upon 
them all every kind of calumny and abuse. They accused 
Danton as a rank moderate; nor did that personage deny, 
though he avoided to admit, the truth of the accusation. 
Camille Desmoulins, the friend of Danton, the very man who 
began the revolution by grasping his pistols on the news of 
Neeker"S dismissal, and mounting on a table in the Palais 
Royal to proclaim the necessity of immediate and open re- 
sistance, — he too was a moderate, and now commenced a 
journal, which he called tlie Views Cordelier, in opposition 
to Hebert. 

Naught is more surprising in the revolution, than the 
talents which it actually gave, rather than excited in men 
who, even in its stirring commencement, might be, and were 
universally, classed with the dull. We have seen Robes- 
pierre become even eloquent by dint of habit, by pusitior, by 
the times, and the opinions which he represented; and now 
we find in the vulgar ringleader of riot, in Desmoulins, a 
suavity and refinement blended with a force, a power of 
writing, in short, that the most cultivated age cannot exceed. 
The pretended translation of Tacitus, in which ho depicts 
the tyranny of the convention, is a chef d'ecuvre of its kind. 
His apostrophes against lldicrt unite to Verjjniaud's warmth 
n contemptuous irony unsurpassed in the warfare of the pen. 
Both parties were summoned to the Jacobins, as to the bar 
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of public opinion. Both pleaded their cause; and Robes- 
pierre, contented at first with the injuries inflicted by their 
'nutual iicciisiilion on tin; iriiiiriictcrs of c-adi, silenced the 
uarrel for the time. His policy was very different from that 
vhich ruined the Gironde. He never wasted temper and 
trength in vain and irritating attacks; but smiled, and 
smoothed, and affected calm, till a fair arid full opening was 
afforded by the imprudence of his enemies; then, with a 
tiger's spring, he crushed them. Such, at least, was Robes- 
pierre's constant course when in the vigor of his mastery. 
He let loose the anarchists: they instantly fell to vaporing 
and plotting. The members of the committee of public 
safety appeared to them imbecile sovereigns, and the whole 
system perplexed and complicated. They imagined a simple 
form of government, consisting of a general and a judge, 
both with dictatorial power. A revolutionist at that time 
saw but two administrative functions and necessities, of fight- 
ing foreign enemies and beheading domestic foes, the latter 
to be designated by interest or humor. With these ideas the 
anarchists tried every means of raising an insurrection. They 
accused the convention of the public scarcity, of all existing 
ills. They already had acquired the majority in one section; 
and the commune, or its magistrates, Hebort and Chaumette, 
supported them, though with hesitation. They proceeded, 
by the dissemination of small pamphlets and placards in the 
markets and other populous quarters, to stir up the people 
against the convention. But it was no longer an irresolute 
party, a feeble ministry, and the name of law, which" reigned. 
A committee in the assembly was appointed to take their 
writings into consideration; and on the marrow all the lead- 
ing anarchists were arrested. With Ronsin and Vincent, 
vaporers and soldiers, were taken Chaumette, the apostle of 
Reason, Hebert, the infamous insulter of the dying queen — 
how they were welcomed by the population of the prisons ! — 
the apostate archbishop Gobet, and Auacharsis Clootz. They 
passed without delay to the tribunal, and from thence to the 
scaffold, on the 24th of March. 

The Jacobins, although consenting to the destruction of 
those who outrivalled them in revolutionary zeal, were not 
without qualms, which the exultation of the moderates in- 
creased. Robespierre had been accused of modtratUm. It 
behoved him, as before, to wash away such stain in blood. 
The Vieux Cordelier of Desmoulins, the discourses in favor 
of clemency, sounded like menace in the ears of the sangui- 
nary, who dreaded a reaction, and the punishment which it 
might bring to them. The colleagues of Robespierre enter- 
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tained this fear, and deemed that they had more cause for it ■ 
since, by the execution of the leading zealots, they had just 
weakened, or indeed annihilated, the popular party. Their 
counsel was to crush the moderate, and annihilate them 
equally. Herault de Sechelles, one of those nobles who had 
embraced the revolution, and who, even on the benches of the 
Mountain and the Jacobins, preserved, the aspect of high 
birth, happened at that moment to have given shelter to an 
accused person. Although the friend of Ditnton, he was ar- 
rested. The latter was warned of his danger ; he could not 
be blind to it ; yet lie could not make up bis mind to resist or 
grapple' with Robespierre in the convention. A portion of 
Danton's past audacity and eloquence would have shaken the 
assembly: but the guilty man's houf wascoroe; a faluitoue 
apathy benumbed his (acuities ; and the ferocious Danton was 
led to prison unresistingly, with his friends Desmoulins, Phe- 
lippeau, ami Lacroix. They were brought before the tribu- 
nal with the other moderates previously arrested, the ex-capu- 
chin Chabot, Bazire, and Fabre d'Eglantine, frenetic Jacobins 
in their day. Once in prison, his fete irrevocably decided, 
Danton recovered his wonted audacity. He was indignant at 
the idea of his being even accused. What ! Danton and Des- 
moulins! the one who began the revolution, the other who 
accomplished it on the 10th of August ! Well might it be 
said thai the revolution, like Saturn, produced its children but 
to devour them. They, too, passed to the scaffold which they 
had erected, and to which they had sent so many. Desmpn- 
lins had called himself the procureur general de la laitleme. 
He died almost unmanned by the thoughts of a young and 
loving wife, who underwent a similar fete. Danton, at the 
foot of the scaflbld, was prevented by the executioner from 
embracing his friend Herault " Go, churl I you can't at least 
prevent our heads from embracing in yon sack. One thing 
consoles me ; 't is that Robespierre follows us. Why should 
I regret to. die? I have enjoyed the revolution, have spent 
have drunk, have debauched. Let us go to slumber." Such 
were amongst the last, and with his life but too consistent, 
words of Danton. What an epoch, when such men of blood 
were doomed to endanger themselves in invoking clemency, 
and perish in the cause of humanity ! 

Now that the leaders of the revolution were punished with 
death for lack of honesty or zeal, it seemed unjust and incon- 
sistent to allow any holding by the least tie to aristocracy 
and the ancient government to live. All the relics of nobf 
iam:lies wore now sacrificed. The due de Chatelet, the mar. 
shsls of Pfoailles nml Mailly, men of eighty years, too a<*ed 
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to emigrate; Oic dukes ol' IIoiIlkdo ;nnl Yslleroy; miny of 
the members of the old magistracy ; .MiilcsfierW, the de- 
fender of Louis, all bis tlnnily. his children issul uTaiidciiiliirai, 
perished together. Men were wanting, and the rage of the 
Terrorists vented itself upon women, who perished at this 
epoch in greater numbers than the other sex. Madame du 
Barri and the duchess do Grammont — personages that recall 
the memory of Louis XV.— survived to die on the scaffold 
of the revolution. The wives of the condemned were alway 
inolodei! in the sentence. One day saw a troop of girls pro- 
ceed to die for having made a cockade, or carolled an impru- 
dent air; the next, an establishment of nuns, or a crowd of 
poor peasant women from La Vendee, such as Riouffe de- 
scribes, tied and heaped in carls, like calves, and ignorant of 
their guilt and their fete, stupified.with fear, as they went tc 
slaughter. The princess Elizabeth, sister of Louis, made at 
this time one of a devoted batch, and perished almost unno- 
ticed. The inhabitants of the streets through which these 
daily processions passed, became at length disgusted, and 
dared to show it by shutting their shops. The scaffold was, 
in consequence, removed to the opposite extremity of Paris; 
not, however, relaxing its activity. Nor were such scenes 
confined to the capital : the Terrorists in the provinces rivalled 
the zeal of their metropolitan brethren, nay, refined upon 
their means of destruction. Carrier, at Nantes invested the 
noyades : he housed his victims in Ihe marine stores, tied 
them in couples, and embarked them in boats prepared for the 
purpose ; they put out laden ; a plank was struck out when at 
sufficient distance from shore. Darkness and the tide con- 
cealed the extent of the wholesale murder, which was re- 
vealed, however, by the islands of floating carcasses besetting 
ships as they entered the river, and by the fish proving poison- 
ous, because gorged with such unusual food. The tribunals 
of Arras, in the north,' and Orange, in the south, rivalled that 
of Nantes in atrocity. Such is but a feeble outline of the 
Terror. 

Robespierre and the Jacobins, forming Iho sovereign com- 
mittee, had again triumphed. They had anticipated both an- 
archists and moderates, and stricken each party ere it had 
gathered strength. But, without enemies, how was this knot 
of rulers to remain united 1 Robespierre could alone pretend 
to govern. In him popularity was concentrated. 'The Jaco- 
bins were at his emu nd ; and lie now in it possession of t!ie 

municipal power, by appointing a new mayor, and a com- 
mander of the an-i'i! force. Heuriot, who was devoted to him, 
OdathoB, and Si. Jii=i% liis '.■■:.■: League in 
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personally attac hi ;<t l.n Robespierre: E a rrere feared him. Car- 
not, Prieur, am; Limiot siibcterJ to occupy themselves with 
merely the detail of Lim-eminent. leaving the high influence 
to their brethren. Collot d'Herbois ami ISillaud-Varemics 
were jealous of Robespierre: they looked upon him as a 
moderate in heart, as a man who wished to stop the revolu. 
tion, not to continue it, like them. They were right Robes- 
pierre saw plainly that the power even of the committee could 
ivit irnhni.'. 1'i.piiiririty with She mere mob was too uncer- 
tain a support: and terror, though a powerful chain, might 
soon be strained to cracking. He looked around, he thought, 
he studied, and to excite some new fanaticism, seemed to him 
the only measure of consolidating power, and concentrating 
it. in his proper person. He meditated the life of Mahomet, 
and that of Cromwell. To found a new sect, became his policy 
and his ambition. Nor was the aim an ill-judged one; save 
tbat the character and genius of the man were most unfit for 
the task. He tried, however, and commenced by making the 
convention decree the existence of a Supreme Being. Some 
time after, the same authority ordained a file in honor of the 
Deity. Robespierre caused himself to be chosen president of 
the convention for the day, and by consequence high-priest 
of the ceremonial. David, as usual, was intrusted with the 
arrangement of worship and procession. An amphitheatre 
was erected in the gardens of the Tuilleries; opposite to 
which divers wooden figures were erected, representing Athe- 
ism, Discord, &c. A statue of Wisdom, in marble, was con- 
cealed by three figures. After having then mode the conven- 
tion, and the votaries of the new worship wait for htm, Ro- 
bespierre appeared magnificently dressed, plumed and robed, 
bearing (lowers, and ears of corn in his hand. After music, 
and a speech, he'tame forward, set fire to Atheism and Dis- 
cord, the flames and smoke of which, however, so besmutted 
poor Wisdom, that the congregation could not refrain from a 
laugh, whilst the more devout called the circumstance an evil 
omen. The day was beautiful, being the eighth of June. 
Robespierre himself was elated. He even smiled, and wore 
a radiant countenance. In the procession from the Tuilleries 
to the Champ de Mars, inebriated with triumph, he forgot 
himself so far as to walk alone far in advance of the conven- 
tion ; many of whose members forgot their customary pru- 
ilciicf likewise, and in lieu of incense, saluted the high-priest 
with imprecations. "The Capitol is near the Tarpeian rock, 
said they. He was called Pisistratus, and bade to beware a 
tyrant's fate. 
The odium and jealousies excited ajuinst Robespierre bj 
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this betrayal of ambition, were counterbalance*! at this time 
by attempts made to assassinate him and Collot d'Herbois. 
Scenes of enthusiastic sympathy and favor towards him toolt 
place at the Jacobins, and emboldened him to follow, up his 
aim of supremacy. Inferior to the committee of public safety 
was the committee of general surety, charged chiefly with i!io 
administration of police. From hence wont forth all accusa- 
tions and arrests tantamount to condemnation, which hereto- 
fore the commune had issued, but which authority had been 
transferred to the convention. The members of this inferior 
committee were ruffians even more infamous and sanguinary 
tlian Robespierre, than Collot, or Couthon himself! For these, 
in their massacres, had s, public,. or at least, a selfish end. But 
Vadier, Vouland, Heron, David, the wretches of the commit- 
tee of general safety, seemed to have shed blood from a mere 
sense of the enjoyment, from an acquired and distorted taste. 
One of their freaks was to send to the scaffold the poor keeper 
of a tavern whefe they, dined, in order to astonish him, and 
observe how he would look mounting the scaffold in his white 
apron. Either these acts disgusted Robespierre, or their en- 
croachments gavoibtm umbrage. He accordingly opened a 
bureau, or office of police, in the committee of public safety 
itself, where he himself sat, thus superseding the inferior 
committee in their functions. They became his enemies in 
consequence, and leagued with .Collot d'Herbois, and Billaud 
Varrennes, to thwart and overthrow him. Robespierre's ma- 
nia for becoming prophet soon afforded them the opportunity 
they sought. There was in Paris, at this time, a woman simi- 
lar to' our Joanna Southcote, either persuaded or. pretending 
that she was to give birth to a Savior. Her name was Cathe- 
rine Theot, and she called herself the mother of God. A cer- 
tain Don Gerle, who had been a monk, wasjicr prophet ; only 
her second prophet, however; Robespierre was the first The 
extent of the arch- Jacobin's connexion with this woman is 
not known. Perhaps he was merely flattered by the divine 
honors reserved for him ; perhaps he hoped to turn his proph- 
etship to political advantage. Certain it is, that he gave Don 
Gerle a certificate of civism, then a passport of protection, 
signed with his own hand : and letters were found from Cathe- 
rine Theot addressed to him. The committee of public safety 
(00k up the pretended mother of God and her congregation. 
Robespierre in vain interfered to release them and stop their 
trial. Vadier was employed to draw up a report in which he 
adroitly accused Robespierre, though not by name, of having 
been a convert to such absurd and dangerous superstitions 
Barrcrc aided Vadier in this task. 
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Already, since the day of the fete to .lie Supreme Being, 
[here had been skirmishes in the convention betwixt lioWs- 
pierre and some of the old Mountain ists, who showed an in- 
clination to tbmi ail opposition. Amongst them were Bourdon, 
Tallien, Fouche, Bairas. With these now united the mal- 
contents of the two committees. The report of Vadier was 
publicly read, despite the efforts of Robespierre. He retired 
indignant from the convention, and the committee; thus imi- 
tating the false step of Ihtnton, and leaving his friends, Cou- 
thon and St. Just, to strive alone against Collot, Billaud and 
Barrere. In the Jacobins, however, Robespierre continued still 
paramount. Possessed of them, the organ of popularity, and 
of the municipal force under Henriot, he thought he might 
defy the convention. He retired from it, meaning thereby to 
convey a warning and a menace. But conyention and com- 
mittee continued their labor, the party in opposition gathering 
numbers, consistency, and force for the struggle that was ap- 
proaching. The Jacobin tyrant was reported to demand the 
heads of half the assembly, and much more than half were ter- 
rified in consequence, and alarmed into resistance. He took 
counsel with his immediate friends. The more furious pressed 
him to seize his antagonists on his own individual authority. 
But this appeared to him too hold a step; it would alienate the 
armies. An insurrection in form, another 31st of May* ap- 
peared the preferable mode. But he hoped to obviate even the 
necessity of this by intimidation. 

The Jacobins were accordingly worked up to a proper pitch 
of excitement, and on the 25th of July, the'7.h Thermidor, a 
menacing petition — a similar one had preceded the 31st of 
May — was presented to the convention. It was received in 
silence. The members feared alike to reprobate or applaud. 
On the following' day, Robespierre appeared, ascended the Tri- 
bune, and developed in a speech of many hours the conduct 
of his whole political life, his aims, his wrongs, his forbearance 
towards the convention, but at the same time his determina- 
tion to uphold the revolution. In plain language^ what he 
meant to utter was this: I am in a minority, both in the legis- 
lature and the government, and the convention, and the com- 
mittees. Restore me to my influence, or There ensued 

a considerable tumult in the assembly. Billaud and Vadier 
i>ach defended himself. Panis accused Robespierre of prepar- 
ing lists of proscriptions in the Jacobin club, more especially 



"That is to my enemies," exclaimed the dictator. "Name 
hem whom you accuse," was the reply; in other wofils, 
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" Tell ua how many heads you demand." Had Robespierre 
had the courage at this moment to designate a dozen of hia 
enemies, and prove at the tame tunc hie cordiality with the 
rest, the twelve would most probably have been sacrificed, 
and the tyrant stiil upheld in his reign. He refused to name 
his victims ; and as each hr^eml himself on (he fatal list, the 
only safety was in resistance. 

The morrow, 9th Theroiidor, proved decisive. The night 
was spent by both parties in making preparations for the strug- 
gle. When the Bitting opened, St Just got possession of the 
tribune, and, under pretence of reading a report, commenced 
a denunciation. He had already uttered the name of Tallien, 
when that deputy rose to order, awori i:i«r that St. Just, having 
not consulted with the committee, had no right to read the re- 
port. "Let us at once tear asunder the veil," said Tallien, 
commencing his attack. But Eillaud-Varennes, as member of 
the committee, and more entitled than Tallien to denounce, 
interrupted Tallien. le.ul adorned too load against Robespierre. 
He told the assembly that the Jacobins had sworn yesterday 
to slaughter the convention, and that their only hope consisted 
in firmness. He then launched out into a ferocious philippic 
against Robespierre, who rushed to the tribune to answer. 
But universal cries of " Down with the tyrant !" drowned his 
voice, and prevented him from being heard. Tallien succeed, 
ed Billaud, already triumphant. The refusal to hear Robes- 
pierre presaged his fall " Yesterday," said Tallien, " I was 
present at the meeting of the Jacobins, and I shuddered toi 
my country. There I saw forming the army of the new 
Cromwell, and I armed myself with a poniard to pierce his 
breast (Tallien showed the weapon) incase the convention 
had not courage to pass the decree of accusation." Tallien 
then proposed the arrest of Henriot, and that the assembly 
should sit in permanence until the menaced insurrection was 
put down, and the guilty seized. This wbb passed with accla- 
mation. Robespierre, at the foot of the tribune all this time, 
tried to gain possession of it, begged to be heard, and foamed 
at the mouth in frenzy of exertion and despair. But the as- 
sembly would not hear him. Barrere at length got up. It is 
said that he had in his pocket two speeches, one for, one 
against, Robespierre. Seeing the state of feeling, he pro- 
duced and spoke the latter. It defended the committfjt's, and 
accused the tyrant, Tallien again followed. It is remarkable, 
that in all this rage, ;his ample theme of denunciation ay-ainsl 
bo manifest a tyrant, there was no eloquence, no overwhelm- 
ing force of accusation. As guilty themselves as Robespierre, 
Billaud and Tallien dured not tax him with his crimes. Th« 
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fears of the convention, however, gave it en irgy. They dread- 
eii even lo listen to Robe^tiorre, lest llicy should be mote 
awed by his \-oice than by his vengeance. In vain he asked 
to be heard. He turned to all sides of the issembly ; clamors 
■iiisivered him. "President of assassins," cried he, " for the 
last time I ask tin; liberty to speak." His voice and his 
strength here failed him. "The blood of Danton stifles thee,' 
observed a member. "Ha! 'tis Danton you would avenge," 
replied lie snatching at the least advantage. His arrest was 
now unanimously decreed. Robespierre the younger started 
up, and demanded to be included in the decree ; Couthon, St 
Just, and Lebon were also added. They were ordered to the 
bar, and descended with imprecations ; but not a huissier, or 
officer of the house, could bo found bold enough to take the 
dreaded men into arrest. At length some gendarmerie were 
procured to take charge of them. 

The debate had lasted all day, and the arrest was not pro- 
nounced till evening. The mayor and commune remained in 
suspense, but Hcnriot collected his gendarmerie, and refused 
to obey the order of the convention depriving him of the com- 
mand. The keepers of the several prisons were in the same 
interest; they refuied to receive the arrested members, who 
were rescued and conveyed to the Hotel de Ville. Thus 
were the two rival powers each in its head-quarters ; the con- 
vention at the Tuilleries, Robespierre and his friends at the 
commune. Each was in possession of a certain part of the 
armed force; but so feeble, that it seemed impossible to strike 
a decisive blow on that night Robespierre was grievously 
disappointed in Ending that the rabble had not flocked to his 
standard. Henrtot tried in vain to raise the fauxbourgs; but 
this could only be done by a certain low class of agitators, 
such as the Anarchists and the Cordelier club united and held 
in pay. In crushing these, Robespierre had destroyed the 
instruments, and the officers in feet, of insurrection, and no 
aid was hence to be obtained. Here then was his blunder. 
In ruining the mob party, he had cut away his own support 
The commune, however, had some reliance on the sections, 
and the national guard attached to them. But the convention, 
dispatching two of its members to each section, proved more 
active than the commune, or than Robespierre, who was stu- 
pilied rather than excited to exertion by this his final peTil. 
Henriot, too, was an unlit, a drunken commander. He had 
been seized in the evening at the palace of the convention, 
and afterwards liberated by his friends. His approach had 
thrown the assembly in a panic, and they bad voted to die ai 
their posts. On recovering from their fears, they appointed 
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Barras general, and other deputies to act under his command. 
The sections answered the appeal of the convention. None 
hut the amnoniers adhered to. the commune ; and these were 
shaken in their firmness by emissaries who penetrated 
amongst them, and acquainted I ieni with the decree outlaw- 
ing the Robospierres and their party. The apathy of the 
populace, the want of spirit in the leaders,. who scarcely 
showed themselves, but remained in secret and irresolute 
council, contributed to the defection of the cannoniers, the 
greater part of. whom drew off at length, and abandoned the 
Hotel de Ville. Thus, about midnight,. when the force under 
the orders of the convention. surrounded the Hotel and occu- 
pied the place, there was scarcely a sign of resistance. Even 
within the doors, in the mansion and stronghold of the com- 
mune, there was as little opposition. A few gendarmes were 
able to make their way up the staircases, and to surprise the 
conspirators. 

There is considerable, diversity in the narratives of their 
final capture. A. gendarme, named Meda, was most instru- 
mental. In the account which he has written, the whole 
credit is assigned to him. It was he who first seized Henriot, 
who commanded the attack, and who first rushed amongst the 
conspirators, shooting Robespierre through the jaw with a 
pistol, and slaying another who resisted. Moda's account is, 
however, set aside by both- Thiers and Miguel, although the 
deputies of the convention attributed to him the chief honors 
of the attack, and although the assembly voted him thanks. 
According to the prevailing account, Henriot was thrown 
from a window, from which young Robespierre also flung 
hiraself! Robespierre the elder discharged a pistol at his 
own head, which, however, took effect but in the jaw. St. 
Just and Coulhon were sent to the Conciergerie. Robespierre 
was conveyed to the committee-room of public safety, the hall 
of iiis reign, laid on the table on which he had signed so many 
death-warrants, and left there to await his fate. 

Their outlawry rendering trial unnecessary, they were ex- 
ecuted on the following day.' Robespierre never spoke after 
bis capture, despite 1 the host of questions put, and impreca- 
tions heaped upon him. He died, as well as SL Just, with 
the wonted courage of the time in facing death. His brother 
and Henriot were decapitated also, though already expiring 
from the effects of their fall Shuon, the cobbler; and barbaroua 
tutor of the unfortunate son of Louis the Sixteenth, was exe- 
cuted also. At this time the acclamations and applause of the 
more respectable citizens were heard mingling with those of 
the rabble round Ihe fatal scaffold. 
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1.1. OF ROBESPIERRE TO THE DISSOLUTION O: 



The revolution in the hands of Robespierre had reached 
the lowest point to which it was destined to sink; not that 
the abyss was fathomed, or that there were no lower depths 
beneath; for there still remained the anarchists, the party of 
the mere rabble, unredeemed by property, respectability, or 
talent Had power been grasped by these, the plunder and 
destruction of the middle class by the indigent would have 
been effected with as little mercy as the plunder and destruc- 
tion of the higher class had been completed by the middle or- 
der. But the course of the revolution was forcibly closed pre- 
vious to this final act. Robespierre closed it, nor could he 
have done so by means less energetic than the terror. 

Up to the hour of his sway the popular force had ever pre- 
vailed over that of the government, over absolute royalty 
under the constituent assembly, over constitutional royalty 
under the legislature, over legal and organized republicanism 
in the convention. There remained for it to overcome ano 
abolish the last possible form of government, and establish in 
its place permanent insurrection, and the misrule of the indi 
gent over all possessed of property. On this ground, Rol>es- 
pierre made his stand against the people, and vanquished 
them. At that moment the reaction took place, the recoil 
upward. Like a diver, who, the moment he touches the bot- 
tom, springs rapidly back towards the surface, the revolution 
commenced to reascend, traversing the same currents which 
it had passed in its descent, rising from Jacobinism to Girondr 
ism ; and from Girondists to Royalism — at last to absolute 
power. The descent and ascent filled nearly about the same 
period, the one from 1789 to 1794 ; the other from 1794 to the 
ascendency of Buonaparte in 1799. The people were, indeed, 
little contented with a courae of things that was gradually 
consigning then to their original obscurity and want of influ- 
ence. They rose, they fought, they struggled ; but, once 
defeated, they were always defeated. At last the middle 
classes, the good burgesses, began to perceive that they too 
were about to be set aside, and that the government was 
tending fast to absolutism. They rose, too, in arms, fought 
their quarrel on the day of the sections; when the cannon of 
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Buonaparte, routing and slaughtering them, consigned to the 
game ruin the power and pretensions of the middle and the 
lower ranks. 

It is this route that we have still to trace and to describe; 
but as we enter on the domestic simple »!' 1.1 10 period imme- 
diately subsequent In Robespierre's fall, we must take a view 
of the military fortunes of the country. The insurrection of 
La Vendee was itus!u;lL though not ostitis: uislied, in the win- 
ter of 1793-4. Had England supported it with tlie same 
force and spirit with which she afterwards aided the Penin- 
sula, she would have saved millions, and spared Europe the 
tame and empire of Buonaparte. An English army and a 
Bourbon prince would have rallied the whole of the west of 
France, and its probable successes would have come at the 
opportune time, when the republican feeling was on the ebb; 
when the apathy of suffering iiad seized on many, and when 
a strong party was raising its head in favor of constitutional 
monarchy. But Pitt, whom the Jacobins accused of being 
the spring and mine of every commotion, was, on the con- 
trary, ignorant of the very names of the leaders of La Vendee. 
Those brave men had been universally successful, until their 
repulse from Nantes, the attack on which was undertaken by 
them for the sake of gaining a post to communicate with 
England. Still they braved the convention and defeated its 
choicest troops, until by means of the levee. en masse, the re- 
publican forces were poured upon the devoted regions in Buch 
numbers as to overwhelm resistance. To perpetuate the con- 
quest, habitations, forests, fields were given up to flame and 
devastation, and the inhabitants to the sword. The Vendcans, 
beaten at Chollet, fled north of the Loire, to a country yet 
unravaged, where they could procure subsistence; there they 
pursued again the mad project of conquering a seaport ; they 
were beaten from the wails of Granville as from Nantes, 
though still forcing the enemy to flee from them in the open 
field, until disheartened, worn out with fatigue, separated from 
their general, La Rochejaquelein, and unable to pass the 
Loire, they were surrounded and almost annihilated at Save- 
uay. Never was so much heroism expended to so little pur 
pose. It served only to illumine the dark pages of French 
revolutionary history. 

The campaign of the year 1794 in Flanders, though little 
ml (Testing in ri eiuiinry point of lies - .", triors political;)' n rr;osl 
important losstxi. The French historians, royalist and revo- 
lutionary, alike accuse Great Britain of entering upon the 
war with seltis'i and perfidious motives. To believe them, 

the English government subsidized Europe, and exhausted 
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the national resources, lor the sake of taking the colonies and 
crushing the marine of France ; as if her ti.",v becLjariy islands 
and factories could h'' ;i:i object to tlio unstress o:' continents, 
or as if a single blow from a foreign arm could complete the 
ruin of all her maritime power and resources achieved by the 
revolution itself. The fact is, that France and England had 
frighted eacii other into enmity, and that all of this enmity 
which did not proceed originally from fear, sprung from qui*, 
otism and wounded pride. Pitt, however, though nowise 
eager to commence hostilities, still, when I hey were declared, 
willed manfully to support the hazard, and fight it stubbornly 
out. Such were not tin: principle* of his allies. Prussia, 
purely selfish from the very commencement, cared little for 
the cause. In the commencement of 1794 she refused to 
keep on foot her armies, unless England paid them. England 
was kind enough t.o d<> so, although the triumphs of France, 
as they afterwards proved, were for more threatening to Prus- 
sia than to Great Britain. Austria, our other ally, had her 
own Netherlands to defend, and as yet she was zealous. The 
English army certainly constrained her motions. The duke 
of York wished to be near the sea, for which reason the Aus- 
trians, in order to co-operate with him, were obliged to form 
their line of operations far from the point of their resources. 
Provisions, reinforcements, all should cross both Rhine and 
Meuse to reach them. Their left only approached the latter 
river ; and by a partial victory on this point, the French could 
always menace the communications of their enemies, and by 
a trifling success oblige the whole army to retreat. Then 
the duke of York would not obey an Austrian general, and 
the emperor himself was obliged to lake the field in person, 
in order to obviate the impnctica.btlil tes of etiquette. 

The campaign began. Along the whole line from Hie sea 
to the Meuse, there was com in i 1 1 tl arid narl.ial fifrh ting betwixt 
200,000 men on either side. The duke of York, victorious 
to-day, was beaten on the morrow. At Turcoing the French 
were successful, but not to any decisive extent. The worst 
consequences proceeded from the emperor's presence with the 
army. He then saw what the king of Prussia had seen in 
l',W2, namely, (lie impossibility of crushing the French re- 
public. Francis at the same time took a disgust to his Flem- 
sh subjects, whose apathy and love of the French appeared 
nnatural ar ' ' ' ' 7 ' '' 



o him equally unnatural and ungrateful. lie accordingly 
abandoned the scat of war, b -tivi].:^ bis L'c-nt.riil, the prince of 
Co burg, strongly imbued with his own feelings of despair: 
monarch and general both meditated retiring, and abandon!]!;; 
ta the enemy a province vj'iich it required 300,00(1 men to 
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defend. Camot, in the mean time, from his office in the capi- 
tal, saw where the fate of war lay. He directed Jourdan to 
march with a strong- division of the army of the Moselle, — 
being opposed to the inactive though subsidized Prussians, it 
might well be spared, — to reinforce the wing opposed to the 
allied left on the Sambre and Meuse. Jourd;m obeyed, crossed 
the Sambre, and laid siege to Chsrleroi, posting his army nea 
Fleurus, so as to protect it Coburg attacked Jourdan on th 
16th of June, and had slightly the advantage, with which h 
was contented, tarrying ten days longer without attempting 
to follow it up. On the 26th he attacked again, and fought 
what is known as the battle of Fleurus, said to be the victory 
which decided the fate of the Low Countries. Sad as were 
the dispositions of the Austrian general, still the efforts of his 
lieutenants promised to be crowned with success, when hear- 
ing that Charleroi had surrendered, ho issued orders to re- 
treat, and gave Jourdan not only the appearance but the real- 
ity of victory. It will be asked, that when Jourdan's force 
was drafted from the Moselle, why did not the Prussians 
detach a force also to counterbalance it ) But no — they had 
excuses, they were occupied — they preferred to fight alone. 

After the battle of Fleurus the Austrians retreated towards 
the Meuse, leaving the English to effect theirs as they best 
might, and in what direction they pleased. Antwerp, Brus- 
sels, and Liege, fell into the hands of the French. The Brit- 
ish were indignant; they hesitated, and were disposed to 
withhold the Test of the subsidy so iil earned by the Prussians. 
But at the same time envoys hurried from London to Vienna, 
to keep the emperor firm to the alliance against France, and 
to subsidize him too for exertions in behalf of himself! Aus- 
tria, however, like Prussia, looked for peace. The emperor 
and king had ever built hopes upon Robespierre, whose as- 
cendency they expected, and whose pacific inclinations they 
were base enough to court Their thoughts, also, were di- 
rected elsewhere, towards Poland, whose second partition 

a then taking place, and whose stubborn resistance under 



not obtain the aid necessary to preserve the small number of 
the British army from utter destruction, without taking an 
Austrian division into pay. Such is a sample of the boasted 
honor and fixity of principle to be found in absolute govern 
ments. By her conduct in this campaign, and throughout the 
war, which she was the first rashly to volunteer, and the first 
piisillaiiimuu->ly to abandon, Prussia fatuitously earned, as well 
as prepared, her future downfall. Austria, though less to 
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blame politically, was, in her military conduct, as imbecile; 
abandoning in a fit of puerile despondency and despite, her 
possession* in the -Netherlands, and her allies, the British and 
the Dutch. The French troops soon scoured all the left bank 
of the Rhine, and took Maestricht, Pichegru completing his 
conquest by entering Amsilorriimi in tlie month of January, 

795. 

At sea, however, the English took their revenge. On the 
first of the same month, in which the affair of Fleurus dis- 
comfited their continental plans, their fleet met that under 
Villaret Joyeuse, and gamed what is well known to thi Eng- 
lish reader as lord Howe's victory on the 1st of June. Thiers, 
the talented historian of the revolution, concludes his account 
of the battle by observing, that the British returned into port 
with their captures "frightened at the victory which they 

Whilst Pichegru and Jourdan, aided by Bemadotte, who 
distinguished himself greatly in this campaign, were chasing 
the Austrians, the English, and the Dutch before them, the 
convention continued its debates and quarrels, no longer san- 
guinary, indeed, but still violent in the extreme. Robespierre 
had been overthrown by a coalition formed betwixt (he Dan- 
tonists and his jealous brethren of the committees. But the 
enmity of these to Robespierre was merely personal. They 
were 110 less terrorists, greater terrorists, in our opinion, than 
even he. Billaud-Varennes, Collot d'rferbois, and -Barrere, 
had sought to change the men rather than the system. They 
were as disinclined as" ever to moderatism, which they sus- 
pected would prove dangerous to the republic, and still more 
dangerous to themselves. Billaud, especially, who had been 
instrumental in vanquishing Robespierre, aspired to succeed 
him, and abated none of his dictatorial tone. Whilst thunder- 
ing as usual from the tribune, a murmur dared to rise against 
his atrocity. "Methinks I hear a murmur," cried Billaud, 
interrupting his speech, and scowling round upon the as- 
sembly. 

The members on the other hand, called moderate in the 
language of the day, though, sufficiently sanguinary, the men- 
aced friends of Danton, such as Tallien, Freron, I* Gendre, 
assumed the new name of.Thermidorie.ns, as if to cut off all 
connexion with the past They were disgusted with slaugh- 

ikfciils. In til"" Vicloire*. Co*iueif*," &e. thh? p.ipubir iii-lntv n( iiali'-mat 
|irm.f*f. utulst viivii-.-.- I'll kiln! ;."■ [■■M \>:\h .1 iiti.iiii ik'L'rr.' ■.!' fiuriH-ni', 
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ter and arbitrary rule; but still avoided to undertake any 
sudden reaction, lost nut only ti.o populace, tint the majority 
of the convention i !.*■;.;! iiK^iil esteem the revolutionary cause 
in danger. Billaud, Collet, and their friends, also, had ren- 
dered a service too recent and important to be forgotten. For 
these reasons tlie prisons were but gradually opened, the 
revolutionary tribunal abolished but by degrees. The execu- 
tive government was modified, not changed. Of the twelve 
members of the committee of public safety, three were to bo 
renewed each month, by which provision Tallien immediately 
entered, Collot and Billaud ceased to belong to it. Just ven- 
geance, .too, though alow, diil not altogether sleep. The 
jiiilues of the tribunal of blood, and the public accusers, were 
sent to the scaffold. Steps were taken to bring the pro-con- 
suls, Carrier and Lebon, to the same fate. David and hie 
brother ruffians of the committee of general safety were put 
in arrest. These measures, however wise and short of just 
retribution, were sufficient to alarm the terrorists, and those 
implicated in the extreme and violent acts of the revolution. 
Nor were the moderate and reactionary party out of doors 
satisfied. So many had the deaths of fathers, mothers, rela- 
tives of all kinds, to avenge, that truce was impossible betwixt 
them and their enemies. The sectionary meetings were the 
chief scene of these plaints and recriminations. The citizens, 
recovered from their terror, appeared there to exclaim against 
those who had terrified them ; whilst the rabble and its repre- 
sentatives clamored, that the aristocrats were all let loose to 
plot once more the downfall of the republic. The press, too, 
recovered its freedom ; and made use of its power in favor of 
moderation. Such journals as those of Marat and of Hebert 
were no longer tolerated. Humanity of taste, as well as of 
fee linn-, resumed its natural ascendency. 

There was another singular etfect observable at this period : 
men in the maturity and advance of life had universally dis- 
graced themselves: they had either joined the violent, and 
from passion or calculation rushed into crime; or else they 
had shrunk in pusillanimity a\v:iy, ami remained sufli>rinn' and 
hidden during the dreadful crisis. None stood upright, high 
11 character, in their own and in others' confidence. The 
.nilitary profession formed a bright exception, which is one 
grand reason for the ascendency, not unmerited, which it 
Bpeedily acquired. But all civilians ware under the ban. The 
consequence was, that, in 1hn enpm-l es:ie™l[y, youth pushed 
age and manhood aside. The young alone undertook to raise 
the banner of moderation, to stoop no longer, as their sires 
had done, beneath t.!n: menaces of tiie terrorists, and to sup 
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port by force, if requisite, the triumph of national li |erty over 
the arbitrary and despotic principles of the thorough revolu- 
tionists. This leagued band (if young men gratified at onca 
the vanity of their ugij ami lht:r contempt iur niins-riilt>tt>sm, 
by elegance of dross and of manners. They were called, in 
derision, by their enemies, In jijinirss'.- durce, the begilded 

The same epithet was applied to the saloons that now dared 
to open and to receive society. These no longer belonged to 
the ancient noblesse, whom the French had proscribed, far 
more on account of their social arrogance, than of their politi- 
cal privileges. It was the boon of equality fer more than that 
ofliberty the nation sought. But an aristocracy of some kind 
or another is an inevitable consequence of society. If that of 
birth be proscribed, wealth will take its place. If wealth be 
disallowed as a claim to distinction, talent will assume the 
lead ; and under the name of talent so many vain and noisy 
pretenders take pre-eminence, that, perhaps, this last forms 
the most intolerable <A' hoci'i 1 rvsiiotisma. Wealth, however, 
now bad the undisputed lead, birth and talent having fallen 
under the as of the terror, financiers, jobbers, contractors, 
Jacobins, enriched by rapine, all the cunning ones who had 
speculated with success in the revolution ; these men now 
claimed the chief consideration ; their wives or mistresses 
became the queens of the gay circles. Madame Tallien bore 
away the palm amongst them. She was the widow of ar 
emigre. Tallien, secretary of the commune during the mas- 
sacres of September, having gone as a pro-consul to Bordeaux, 
which he deluged with blood, became enamored of her. She 
had the merit of softening the vindictiveness of the tyrant, 
and recalling him to humanity. Robespierre had imprisoned 
her ; and fears for her life had principally given Tallien the 
courage to declare against the terror and its chie£ Tallien 
then married his mistress, who was known as Notre Dame 
de Thermidor. With her madame Recamier, wife of a rich 
banker, disputed the palm of beauty. That of wit, high in- 
tellect, and nobleness of character, fell to madame de Stael. 
Nor are these details unimportant to history. The resurrec- 
tion of polite society, so long extinct, — the natural pre-emi- 
nence of the well-bred in such circles thus giving flagrant 
contradiction to the revolutionary principle, — the eu:;;irc re- 
covered by sarcasm and ridicule now turned against. jKmular 
excesses, — contributed to change altogether the general tone 
of feeling. The persiflage of conversation effected now in 
France, what the written persiflage of ITudibras worked ic 
England upon the revolution, nan - y, shamed and killed po- 
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litical fanaticism. Another similarity in the fete of the two 
countries at these similar epochs, was the dissolution of mor- 
als consequent upon the decay of enthusiasm. Hitherto the 
majority of the legislature had mingled private probity with 
sanguinary fanaticism : now both disappeared. The object 
was no longer to save one's head, or decapitate one's neigh- 
bor ; but to make a fortune, and secure a share of national 
spoil and feme. The rage for wealth succeeded in the pas- 
sionate to rage for blood; the servility of selfishness succeed- 
ed In the timid to servility of personal fear. The way to des- 
potism was prepared ; it was too late to hope for aught better. 
The tide of liberty for nations is like that of fortune for men; 
if not "taken at the ebb," it leads but to anarchy and des- 
potism. 

About a month was allowed to elapse after the fall of 
Robespierre, ere any rupture was menaced betwixt the par- 
ties in the convention. After that interval Lecointre, deputy 
for Versailles, could no longer restrain his spleen ; and openly 
accused Billaud, Collot, and Barrere, as accomplices of the 
fallen tyrant. The body of the Thermidorians had, however, 
not as yet made up their minds for new strife. They disap- 
proved of Lecointre's zeal ; and his accusation in consequence 
fell to the ground. This circumstance, therefore, restored the 
courage of the fierce Moiintainists. They bullied, clamored, 
and the Jacobin club once more resounded with furious de- 
clamation. An attempt was made to assassinate Tallieti ; and 
the Thermidorians found themselves obliged to abandon their 
moderation. Their first attempt was against the clubs ; arid 
divers proposals were made to forbid members of the conven- 
tion from belonging to them, for purifying them of the anarch- 
ists, as had been done universally with respect to the muni- 
cipal councils. But the majority of the convention, of which, 
as yet, timidity was the chief characteristic, feared as much 
to appear counter-revolutionists as terrorists, and could not be 
moved to decision without an impulse from without This 
was given them by the trial of a number of citizens of Nantes, 
who had been sent to the revolutionary tribunal at Paris. In 
their defence they revealed all the crimes of Carrier, who 
had decimated their city, and invented the famous noyades, 
or drownings of prisoners. These details excited the public 
indignation. The accusation of Carrier was loudly called for. 
He defended himself with energy ; declaring, with some 
truth, that the entire convention participated in his crimes, 
and " that the whole assembly was culpable, even to the very 
bell of the president" Nevertheless, after long debates and 
delay, Carrier was ordered to stand his trial. This aflair es 
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cited to the utmost tin; 1 uteri's' and aiiiiii'vity of both parties. 
The terrorists saw in Currier's downfall limir own ruin. The 
moderates demanded loudly, in his case, the verdict to which 
tfce convention. had beon unwilling to reduce the colleagues 
and betrayers of Robespierre. Bills ud Varennes, no longer 
listened to in the convention, consoled himself in the Jacobins, 
and on one occasion menaced that " the lion might. n\vaki:n.'' 
The lion could be no other than the terror; and this threat 
had the effect of awakening the very opposite feeling. A 
body of Ihejeunesse dorse, the youth of the capital, surround- 
ed the Jacobin club, broke the windows, insulted and chastised 
divers of the female furies of the galleries, that sought to 
escape. The Jacobins defended their hall, and even sallied 
out on their besiegers. The patrol at length interfered, dis- 
persed the youth who besieged, but at the same time cleared 
the hall of the Jacobins, i'rom this little engagement it ap- 
peared that the moderate party were strongest even in the 
streets. This gave courage to the timid majority of the as- 
sembly. It rallied to the side of the Therm idorians ; and the 
Jacobin club was ordered to be finally closed. This was fol- 
lowed up by the recall of the exiled and proscribed deputies, 
who returned in considerable numbers; and reinli.rcmg t.lic 
moderate side, flung at once the whole weight of power into 
the hands of the Therm idorians. 

But few of the leading Girondists still survived, to take ad- 
vantage of the decree of recall In addition to the twenty- 
one tried and executed together, Salles, Ciuadet, and Bar- 
baroux had been taken, and underwent the same fate at Bor- 
deaux as their brethren at Paris; Petion and Buzot were 
found dead in the forest where they had been concealed, the 
remains of the former partly devoured by wolves. Condorcet, 
the literary and phdnsophic head of the parly, after lurking 
for many months in the vicinity of Paris, was discovered by 
chance, and swallowed poison. Most of them perished but a 
Bhort month previous to the 9th Thermidor, which would 
have restored them to the convention and to their lost influ- 
ence. Louvet, Lanjuinais, and Isnard were the principal of 
those who returned. 

In many, perhaps most, shocks and maladies incident to the 
human frame, the increase of pain is counteracted by the 
numbness of feeling, and agony is lost in insensibility. It is 
in the moment of recovery, of returning strength, at the mo- 
ment of revival from faint, that suffering is most poignant, 
and the weight of ill most felt. Somewhat similar to this 
was the state of France recovering from the terror. That 
dread reign liad stricken all with stupor, but it banished mosl 
III.— 6 
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disorders. The country was defended by requisitions; 
money was found by tin.' smipje [-iriuthig of 'itsignats; whilst 
all commodities, limited to a maximum or lixed price, wore 
lo a certain degree attainable. Food was not plentitu], in- 
deed ; but its want did not then mumint to lluiiiiic. Prom tin; 
moment, however, that terror ceased, the tanner, the shop- 
keeper, felt no longer compelled by imminent death to bring 1 
forth their commodities in order to sell them at a low price 
the assignats sunk almost to extinction of value ; it was no 
longer in the power or wish of the government to keep the 
moo in-pay, aa Robespierre had continued partly to do. And 
hence the working classes fell back into that state of idleness 
and famine, which they had experienced at the commence- 
ment of the revolution. Riot appeared in the streets, the 
young men of the better classes often combating the rabble 
of the feuxbourgs. The police had no longer the guillotine 
at command. Political intrigues came, excitingto sedition a 
population prone to it from habit and distress.. The dispersed 
Jacobins spread in every quarter their complaints ; insinuated 
that the moderates were royalists and aristocrats in disguise ; 
and attributed the present famine and disorder to the relaxa 
tion of the revolutionary mode of government. 

Tin: rocrnt. execution of Carrier, and the approaching trial 
of Biiiaud Varcnnes, Collet d'Herbois, and Barrere, rendered 
it incumbent on the old Mountainists to use the utmost efforts 
lo rouse the people. They succeeded in mustering the sec- 
tions of the fauxfcourg St Antoine. And from these accord- 
ingly, in the spring of 1795, petitions began to flow in to the 
convention, the old prelude to disorder. The cry and pretext 
were also the same as in the old insurrection. Bread was 
their demand ; — bread, and the democratic c 
1793. The convention repelled these covert n 
dignity ; the president Thibaudeau had the courage to tell 
sovoral hundreds of turbulent petitioners to return lo their 
labors. The abbe Sieyes awakened from his long torpor, and 
proposed a plan for neutralizing insurrection ; it organized 
all possible resistance, and decreed that, in case of being 
overpowered, the deputies were to" disperse, quit Paris, and 
isiticf. ill: Chalons. 

Exertions at the same time were made to meet the wishes 
of the people. Boiesy d'Anglas, at the head of Ihe commis- 
sion for provision in j? the c-i;iil.-d, — -there was no longer a 
mayor, Paris being wisely divided, as it still remains, into 
twelve municipalities, — took measures for warding off famine. 
As to the democratic constitution of 1793, it was found im- 
practicable ; and it was now openly avowed that a peopl* 
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were incapable of thus governing themscivKs. Each epoch 
had given birlh to its constitution. A committee was now ap- 
pointed to prepare another. On the 21st of March a new 
petition was prepared, and presented by all the force that 
the Jacobins could muster. The moderates were, however, 
prepared on this occasion, and the young Parisians flocked to 
the Tuilleries and Carousel, armed with sticks, and prepared 
for the combat. Repulsed from the assembly, the furious pe- 
titioners insulted l.he youth m the garden, whom they called 
aristocrats and traitors. From reproaches they proceeded to 
blows; but fortunately there were no sharp weapons to in- 
flict them. The fanxbourgs had been long since disarmed of 
their pikes, and now their rabble were beaten in a bloodless 
engagement, and smartly castigated by the sticks of their 
young enemies, who put them to flight 

This affair was but a skirmish, in which the rabble, having 
not put forth their strength, were beaten. The redoubtable 
tauxbourgs knew full well that they were more lhan a match 
for the mere youth who formed the guard of moderatimn ; 
hut there was need of organization, of a systematic combina- 
tion, of an opportunity and pretest. While the anarchists 
were thus plotting, the convention proceeded to judge Billaud 
Varenncs, Collot d'Herbois, and Barrere. They defended 
themselves by implicating Iho assembly; their coiirajnnv., 
Carnot and Prieur, not included in the accusation, because 
known to have occupied themselves exclusively with admin- 
istration, leaving the police and the supply of the guillotine 
to their brethren, came forward and demanded to be arraign- 
ed at the same time. This caused delay ; for Carnot, looked 
upon as the organizer of military success, was too popular to 
be visited with condemnation. The trial, therefore, dragged 
on from day to dn.y, interrupted by tumult and noisy petitions. 
At length the plotters of the fauxbourgs thought proper to 
act. They rose in insurrection on the 12 Germinal (the 1st 
of April), placed the women and children in the front of their 
column, and marched to the convention. The seditious 
movement being unexpected, there was at first no force to 
repel it, and the mob entered the Tuilleries without opposi- 
tion, forced the doors of the assembly, and rushed in amongst 
the member^ shouting, '* Bread, the liberation of the accused 
patriots, and the constitution of 1793 !" The old members of 
the Mountain were delighted to see the mob once more tri- 
umphant, and loudly expressed their approbation. They then 
Hiirieiivonid to make a proper use of the advantage, by bring- 
ing about the Appearance of order, and forcing the assembly 
to decree the popular demands, especially the liberation ot 
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Billaud and his colleagues, whilst at the mercy of the mob, 
The insurgents, however, conducted themselves with too lit- 
tle premeditation run! artier. They refused to clear the hall; 
they allowed the infidei-ate deputes to retire; they roared 
and menaced, indeed, but the general execration against the 
past massacres of similar days held their hands from blood. 
Thus the opportunity was lost: the executive government in 
the committees collected a force; and the populace, which 
ti'ici conquered, hut knew not how to make use of their con- 
quest, retired before it, and dispersed as after discomfiture. 
The convention no sooner found itself restored to liberty in 
the evening of the tumultuous day, than it proceeded to mea- 
sures of energy. Billaud Varennes, Collet d'Herliois, and 
B^rrere, were condemned to transportation; and seven of 
those .Mountainists who had so lately applauded the insur- 
gents were arrested, and ordered to be sent to the castle of 
Ham in Picardy. The difficulty was to execute these de- 
crees, and to dispatch the condemned upon their journey, pre- 
venting rescue by the moh. I'ichegru, then returned to 
Paris from the conquest of Holland, was intrusted with this 
task, and appointed to the command of the capital. It re- 
quired all his energy to execute the commission. His name 
was most useful; young men who would otherwise have 
shrunk, gladly rallying to serve under him. The carriages 
bearing the prisoners were, as had been expected, stopped, 
and the gensdarmerie beaten. Pichegru, however, held 
firm ; and after a smart fire of musketry and cannon on either 
side, the troops of the convention were victorious, and the 
prisoners were taken to their place of destination. At three 
in the morning Pichegru appeared at the bar of the assem 
bly, and declared his mission executed. 

This defeat more exasperated than crushed the popular 
party. Their endeavor to liberate their friends had, on the 
contrary, precipitated their condemnation, and included others 
in the sentence. They had foiled too, it appeared, not from 
want of force, but of system; and perhaps from having shown 
too much forbearance. They resolved to remedy these two 
defects in the next insurrection. It broke out in about seven 
weeks subsequent to the preceding one, mid is known as 
that of the 1st Prairial, coinciding with the 20th of May. 
The fauxbourgs rose, as usual, much better armed than before, 
being provided with fire-arms in lieu of sticks; the national 
guard of one or two of the sci'tiutis job in;:: them. This made 
the insurrection much more formidable. The mob at first 
met with no resistance, the executive committees being kept 
without unity of force since the 9th Thermidor, and the na- 
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nonal guard, scattered amongst the different sections, having 
no commander nor band of union. The palace was broken 
into. The women first took possession of the galleries, ami 
stopped all deliberation with cries of " Dread !" Some young 
men, with whips, ftided by soldiers, succeeded in driving thorn 
out; but, at the sime tiiin.', the doors which had been ordered 
to be closed, were assailed by the blows of the mob. A hur- 
ried vote now gave the command of such a force aa could be 
mustered to a general who happened to be present. Then 
retiring to the upper benches, the members awaited in silence 
the invasion of their enemies. The doors at length burst 
open, and gave entrance to a torrent of the populace, which 
had no sooner rushed in than the general just appointed en- 
tered from the opposite side with what forces lie could collect, 
and charged. The mob were driven back, and again forced 
forward by those behind. The convention presented the ap- 
pearance of a battery or stronghold, disputed by contending 
armies. Bayonets crossed and flashed, and a volley of mus- 
ketry poured into it, luckily had no effect, except to shatter 
the walls and windows. The rabble were the stronger party ; 
the defenders of the assembly were beaten, and compelled t< 



s then that Feraud, a young and energetic 
deputy, flung himself flat before the advancing throng, ana 
called on them to tread down in his person the national legis- 



i, ere they violated its hall of sitting. They pasted, 
nevertheless, over his body, filled the mom, roared and men 
aced, the most furious surrounding the president, Boissy 
d'Anglas, putting their muskets to his head, and preparing 
to wreak on him their resentment against the convention. 
Peraud, who had risen, though much braised and hurt, now 
rushed to interfere and save the president. He was opposed, 
and a scuffle took place round the president's chair, in the 
midst of which a ruffian shot Feraud wilh his pistol. A shout 
applauded the deed. They seized the dead body by the hair; 
dragged it out; decapitated it; and some time after returnee 
with the head fixed on a bayonet, which they held up to 
Boissy. According to some accounts, the president recoiled in 
horror — to others, he bowed in homage to the gory head ot 
us colleague. 

courage surpass tint of Boissy d'Anglas on this 
iay. For nearly six hours he resisted the efforts 
He had put on his hat, to show that sitting or 
,vih susrK'niled. Neither iiloiliici^ r s <■ ■ l" mipn.'Cii- 
make him yield, open the discussion, or put a 
sition to the vote. Thus precious time was 
uties lind linen ilispntched Wi Hie several sections. 
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to summon a sufficient force. Meanwhile, instead of counter 
acting this, — instead of seizing the committees, the depflts, 
liberating many of the must furoclmis anarchists from prison; 
— instead of all these measures necessary to their success, 
the populace were kept in a verbal contest with the president 
of the convention. At length, towards nine o'clock, Boissy, 
exhausted, not intimidated, yielded the chair to Vernier, who 
BiKin showed himself more obsequious. Silence was then 
made. Several of (he Mountain, Romme, Duroy, and others, 
took the lead. The members were obliged to occupy the 
centre of the hall, the mob retiring to the upper benches. 
The former were to vote in the affirmative by lifting their 
hats; and according to this regulation, the Mountain ists pro- 
ceeded to pass the series of decrees which the populace de- 
manded. These were, the liberation and recall of the depu- 
ties lately transported and arrested, the restoration of arms te 
the fauxbourgs, the arrest of all emigres, and of the Parisian 
journalists, (a singular demand,) the re-establishment of the 
commune and the sections, and the suspension of the existing 
committees of government. In the place of the last, four 
members were named to form a sovereign commission. 
"Thus in a few hours," says Thibaudeau, "the work of the 
9th Thermidor was undone. A little more foresight and au- 
dacity in the conspirators might have re-erected the scaffolds 
of the terror, and inundated France once more with blood." 

The committees, in the mean time, and the members dis- 
patched to the sections, had not been idle. They spent the 
afternoon in musteriDS forces, and enrolling the moderate. 
As night advanced, the least zealous of the insurgents had 
retired ; and when the palace was invested at length by a 
considerable force, there were few combatants. The hall of 
convention was taken possession of, after a brief struggle; 
the insurgents driveil from it, and allowed to defile off with- 
out further punishment than a few kicks from the national 
guard, who were victorious. The convention having re- 
covered its liberty, instantly declared its votes during the 
presence of the insurrection to be null, and ordered into 
arrest the remainder of the Mountainists who had shown 
sympathy with the mob. 

The redoubtable Fauxbourg St. Anloine was again defeat- 
ed, but not crushed. The bands and sections again took the 
field in a few days, and were met in battle array by the sec 
tions favorable to the convention ; but no combat ensued. Ne- 
gotiation, remonstrances, were employed, and the men of the 
fauxbourg deprived of their lef.Jer or of all aim,— for the 
Mountainists had beon eonvevo'] n'rciii'y out of their roach, — 
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abandoned their positions and their zeal. Their last feat was 
to rescue the murderer of Feraud, who had been condemned, 
and was proceeding to the scaffold. By this time, however, 
some troops of the line had been drafted to the capital. At 
the head of these and the national guards, general Menou, 
commanding under Barms, invested die Fauxbourg St. An- 
toine, and menaced to bombard it. The female population 
dreaded this act of retribution. The fauxbourg submitted, in 
token of which its section surrendered their formidable cannon. 
Here terminated the influence of the lower orders; here 
ended the revolution, as far as they were concerned. It is 
worthy of remark, that their submission was tar more the 
effect of their own apathy than of the force brought against 
them. This last might, indeed, have awed the most turbu- 
lent. But the greater number were weary of disorder, and 
all showed in the days of 1'rairial a forbearance, and a fear 
of shedding blood, certainly creditable to them. This arose 
from the general execration in which the popular massacres 
of September and the legal ones of the terror were held. The 
death of Feraud was an accident. The safety experienced 
by the rest of the convention, — a safety that allowed them to 
triumph, — marks that even with the mob there are bounds to 
crime; and that political rage, even with them, when carrieo 
to an extreme, has a turn and a recoil. 

The Therm idorians, after escaping from such imminent 
peril, were relentless towards those of their colleagues who 
had triumphed in the disorder, and who had shown alacrity 
to restore the terror. Tidings of a simultaneous effort of the 
ultra-revolutionists at Toulon, increased the exasperation of 
the victors. All the leading Jacobins were seized, and deliv- 
ered over to a military commission to be judged. Six depu- 
ties of the Mountain were condemned to death. All com- 
mitted suicide ; one or two failing in the attempt, could alone 
be delivered over to the guillotine. In the provinces, especially 
in the south, the moderates did not conSne their vengeance 
to the chief criminals. They rose in many places, especially 
at Lyons, and massacred those who had practised or favored 
terrorism. One half of France having decimated the other, 
the latter, victorious in turn, proceeded to take the same bar- 
barous revenge. Thus the clambering up from the pit of the 
revolution was almost as fearful as the precipitous fall. 

The Thermidorians were a fortunate party. They had not 
only beaten their enemies, Vie ultra-revolutionists, within and 
without the legislature, hut hey came at a time to reap all 
the fruits of victory, which their predecessors had sown. No- 
thing less than the dreadful jienalties of the terror, and the 
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energy of its chiefs, could have driven all the young popu- 
lation of France in a mass to the armies, and swept Belgium, 
as had been done, by an inundation of conscripts. Had Ro- 
bespierre fallen six months sooner, Flanders and Holland 
would not have been conquered. But the impulse was given i 
and now all westward of the Rhine was under the sword of 
he French. Holland was allowed the name of a separate 
tate. Tuscany was, however, the first country that signed 
treaty with the French republic; Prussia, the next.* The 
chivalrous monarch, who had first armed in the cause of roy- 
alty, first abandoned it, and wisely, if not honorably. Spain 
was forced to imitate the example; and the smaller German 
states wished for peace. Even Austria hesitated, despite her 
loss of the Low Countries, till encouraged by the counsels 
and subsidies of England. 

The latter country stood alone in unmitigated hostility. 
Despite of a loud dissentient mice, both in parliament and 
the country, the king and his minister were both bent at all 
hazards on continuing the war. This was a resolution worthy 
of British courage, however little in accordance with states- 
manlike prudence. France presented an invulnerable as- 
pect, so much so that her enemies knew not how to attack 
her. But Pitt could never stoop to leave Holland and Ant- 
werp in the hands of the great rival of England. The 
French historians we have before mentioned, vie with each 
other in representing Pitt as a monster. They laud his pro- 
found policy, his indomitable mind; but unite with this a], 
perfidy and machiavelism. They make him, in the political 
wnrld. [ireoiscly what Byron painted his heroes in the roman- 
tic, a union of intellect and crime. Strange to say, the 
French royalists have taken the same view as their brother 
republicans,! and both echo each other's plaints against our 

In truth, Pitt was far more a Quixote than a Mephistophilos 
It was his pride, his paternal as well as his country's pride, 
and a courageous feeling of obstinate honor, that supported 
him in hostility to France. Statesmanlike or cunning policy, 
instead of having too much, had far too little influence on hit 
conduct; and instead of taking the French view of the char. 
RCter of Pitt, in admiring the statesman while they abhor tti 

April. 17115. That In I'.mi Kiil:i[:i> anil Spain was signed al tile fame place 
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man, we, on the contrary, bestow a fair and large tribute of 
respect to the man, whilst prepared to moot, if not to deny, 
Ihe prudence of the statesman. 

Although Austria and England, under the influence of till! 
great man, turned away from all proffers of peace, the cam- 

¥.ign of 1795 was, nevertheless, productive of no effect 
he great effort achieved of leaving no enemy westward ol 
the Rhine, the young French soldiers abandoned the army 
and the executive government had neither energy nor immedi- 
ate ahn in [lushing conquest farther. Pichegru, indeed, crossed 
the Rhine, where the royalists succeeded in corrupting and 
shaking him by offers similar to those which had seduced Du- 
mouriez. The most striking military event was the unfortu- 
nate expedition to (Juiberon. Having allowed La Vendee to 
succumb — for it too had made its peace with the republic, — 
the British government resolved, on the information of De 
Piiisaye, an emigrant noble, to raise (he banner of insurrec- 
tion in Brittany, where the Chouans, under cover of a pacifi- 
cation, were ready to resume their arms. As the accounts 
of the emigrants were, however, little to be trusted ; and as 
to send an English force into the province would be idle, un- 
less the French royalists themselves were able to make a re- 
spectable stand ; it was resolved first to try the influence anc" 
the power of the latter, arming and equipping a little armj 
of Ihem, and transporting them to Brittany. This was done. 
They were landed on a peninsula, forming one side of the 
bay of Quiberon. They took the fort commanding the little 
isthmus communicating with the main land. The Chouans, 
to the number of 12,000, joined them ; and, for a few days, 
the expedition seemed to prosper. But Heche, the republican 
general in Brittany, had now the disciplined forces of the re- 
public at his disposal ; war was everywhere quelled, and not 
the most brilliant success of the Chouans could finally avail. 
Hoche soon drove back their advanced parties, and shut up 
the emigrant army in the isle (as the peninsula is called) of 
Quiberon. The royalist party in France did its utmost to 
distract and weaken Puisaye, of whom they wert jealous; 
whilst miserable dissensions betwixt the emigrant officers 
themselves distracted them from fit measures of defence. 
Routed several times, the English gun-boats still repulsed the 
republican!;, till the hlter. guided by deserters from the emi- 
grants, surprised in the night the fort that guarded the isth- 
mus, and in the morning the emigrant army fell into the 
power of Hoche. They had not time to embark, nor power 
to resist. Many fell, many were drowned, many slew them- 
selves. The English admiral did all in 1 '3 power to rescue 
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and to aid the unfortunate emigrants. A great body of them, 
however, fell into the hands of their enemies. Sombreutl, 
llieir chief! asserted that they had capitulated. Sovie .-oldiora 
bad indeed cried to them to surrender; but Hoche denied 
positively that any such offer had been made. Indeed, con- 
sidering the rigid laws against emigrants, a republican gene- 
ral durst not have made any such concession, and would not 
at any rate to a thousand men. All those taken prisoners 
were shot The Therm idorian government at the very time 
incurring the suspicion of leniency and a tendency to royal- 
ism, durst not have spared them, even if it had the inclina- 
tion,, which is doubtful: such are the inevitable horrors of 
revolution and civil war. 

Tin! i: onve [i don, in the mean time, was drawing to its natu 
ral term. All France was weary of its rule; and public 
opinion, though extending pardon on account of its late re- 
covery of courage and moderation, still could not forget its 
IHjHliiLiiljuity, its betrayal of the liberties and lives of the 
whole nation to tyrants, its crimes, the mutual slaughter of 
its members; its reign, in short, of three years, uniting in 
that small space more than 'three centuries of any history 
could present of guilt, anarchy, and suffering. In these three 
eventful years, the convention Lad isolated itself! its opinions, 
and its interests, from France, which it certainly could no 
longer be said to represent The higher classes, or such of 
them as survived, abhorred it as regicide; those of common 
and of middling fortune, the burgesses of towns, were averse 
likewise to the body which decreed the maximum, and del- 
uged the land with a valueless paper-money, and which sfill 
screened the terrorists. The lower orders, and the specula- 
tive democrats who led them, held in equal hate the conquer- 
ors of Prairial, If the convention were dissolved, in this 
state of public feeling, the members could not hope for re- 
election. The administration of the state would pass into 
other hands, which mijrht not. only modify the government, 
but think fit to punish the Thermidorians themselves. Tal- 
lien himself was weighed down with crime; Fouche equally, 
Camot too, — all heroes and leaders in the convention, but 
without any supporters whatsoever in the nation. To save 
themselves, in other words, to perpetuate their power, was 
therefore the first consideration with the convention ; and this 
was no easy matter to accomplish, considering that a share 
of liberty and of republican organization was still necessary. 
A commission of eleven had l>een long employed upon a 
new constitution. They had undertaken the task to satisfy 
lie clamors of the democratic party, at that time uncrushed 
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They had teen chosen, Uy.i, amongst the best informed and 
roost honorable members of the convention, tiiose belonging 
l.o [he coiiuinlfees of uiiMTii:!!'.'!!!. being -excluded. A poinl 
upon which all agreed was, that two chambers wore necessary. 
The lower chamber was to consist of 5(10 members, called the 
council office hundred, the upper of 3oO, called the senate, or 
council (if ancients. As both were to be elected by the people, 
ami as age was the only requisite for a senator, one could 
prove no real counterpoise to the other. There was greater 
difference of opinion as to the executive. Three of the com- 
mission were monarchic, another for a single president. Two 
and three council* » en: proposed. It was finally arranged 
that there should be five directors, chosen by the two councils, 
one of them to go out of office each year. Such was the di- 
rectorial constitution, which was voted without difficulty by 
the convention. 

It was, however, far from reassuring the leading members, 
or the majority of the assembly, who coubl not mistake in the 
public the universal symptoms of their unpopularity. The 
form of government being now in discussion, it was of course 
free to all to entertain opinions thereon. Many, very many, 
inclined to a monarchic form of government; we have seer 
that one fourth of the committee for framing the constitution 
was of this opinion. The higher classes, of course, dared not 
intimate their existence, much less their sentiments ; but those 
of the middling orders who had been reinclined to monarchy, 
spoke out; found themselves the majority in the sections of 
Paris; and looked forward to the dissolution of the convention, 
and the manifestation of the popular will in the new elections. 
This was fair and courageous. If republicanism be not a 
crime, neither is royalism : but the convention professed to be 
alarmed at these reviving sentiments, and prepared to combat 
them. It could not assert, after the experience of the last 
years, that liberty was more in danger from royalism than 
from republicanism ; but in the place of liberty they set up a 
new idol, an abstract thing, which they culled revolution. 
" The cause of the revolution," cried the constitutionalists, 
" is in danger. What! shall we have braved the menaces of 
native loyalty, and the armies of foreign potentates? shall we 
have undergone anarchy and bloodshed, and famine, the (error, 
and all its consequences, ruin of fortune, loss of life — shall al. 
this have been borne in vain, and so much blood idly shed 1c 
support it?" Such was their lu'gnmerit ; ;; tb'al one, since if 
all these causes had hciui endured for an empty shadow, this 
was no reason why further sacrifices were to be made. The 
sppeal, however, touched the national vanity, and many a voice 
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and arm were raised in behalf of the revolution, without at- 
taching any oilier idea to the word than that of a flag unite! 
which one had fought, and which wasal ben', an e.mjitv svnibol 

There remained, Jiowcvfr, ii strung party in the capital who 
were deaf to tliia cant, whose rally ing-point was war to the 
territorials, anil hatred to the convention. Many were mo- 
narchically inclined, and the ancient royalists, raising their 
heads, began to intrigue and make partisans. The convention 
made use of the pretest to pass a decree, that only one third 
of their number should Itc immediately re-elected, the remain- 
ing two thirds to subsist, one half to he renewed in eighteen 
months, the other at a more distant period ; moreover, that the 
convention was itself to make choice of the two thirds des- 
tined to be of the new legislature. This was, in fid, to con- 
stitute and secure the majority. Never was a more gross end 
dictatorial act committed. The Parisian citizens were indig- 
nant. They united in their sections, declaimed with all the 
firry of Jacobins, though in a very different sense, against this 
new tyranny. Petitions were drawn up, and the boldest re- 
moiifitrFiiices sent to the convention. Many young men dis- 
tinguished themselves by their eloquence and zeal in the sec- 
tions ; amongst others, Lacretelle the historian, who drew up 
and presented one of the most famous petitions at the bar of 
the assembly. 

The opposition was a serious one. It was (hat of the mid. 
die class, the burgesses composing the national guard, accord- 
ing to its new organization, which excluded the popalace 
The convention, however, though it could look for support to 
no rank of citizens, was highly popular with the army, which 
it had sent to victory, and which had been disciplined to fear 
and to obey it. The tactics of the convention, therefore, were 
to bring the army to its aid. A camp was formed in the plain 
of Bablons, near Paris. In order to give color to their usurpa- 
tion, they ordered the new constitution and additional decrees 
to be submitted to all the primarv assemblies of France, and 
also the armies. This was no small flattery to the latter. The 
new constitution and its additional decrees were voted with ac- 
clamation by the army. The sections, or primary aasenibliea 
of the capital, approved the constitution ; but unanimously re- 
jected the decrees perpetuating the two thirds of the conven- 
tion. In the provinces, however, the importance of the de- 
crees were not perceived : the opinions and enlightened views 
of the capital were. ;low in reaching them. And although it 
was notorious that the anti-terrorist parly was even stronger 
in the provinces than in Paris ; yet the constitution, including 
the decrees, was declared to have the assent of the primary 
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assemblies almost unanimously. There must have been here 
collusion or artifice of some kind. The sections of Paris knew 
this, and demanded a scru'.iny of the registers of the votes, 
the unexpected result of which occasioned much surprise and 
:iis;ip;n>!iitiiienL But this led to no result. The directorial 
constitution and the decrees were declared law, and the new 
system of government was to commence in November. 

The rage of the Parisians against the convention now know 
no bounds. They met, declaimed, petitioned, and. those at- 
tached to the Bourbon cause were active in stirring the flame. 
Unfortunately the Bon rhonists did infinite harm; for absolute 
power, an aristocracy with feudal privileges, and all the ills 
of the ancient regime, were associated with the name. The 
convention swelled the cry against the royalists, and succeed- 
ed in alarming the terrorists, who now forgave the convention 
their defeat in Prairial, and came forward to defend it against 
the enemies of both. The blunder of the sections was, to have 
kept their principles secret, to have rallied under the vague 
banner of hatred to the convention, and not to have proclaimed 
aloud the means by which Ihey purposed to reconcile the mon- 
archy with all the solid and real benefits of the revolution. 
From want of such manifesto, a general suspicion of favoring 
Bourbonism or absolute royalism fell upon them. The army 
and the terrorists, and the extreme revolutionists, rallied to 
the convention ; and the sections, or Parisian citizens were 
weighed down by the obloquy incident to their royalist opin- 
ions, which did not really'form one hundredth part of their 
general feeling. 

As (he convention resumed its usurpation, and even pro- 
posed to name the directory, without waiting for the new 
legislature, the sections proceeded to form their electoral as- 
sembly, which they might take as a general council. It had 
been convoked at as late a day as possible. The sections an- 
ticipated it, and named each their elector, who met at the then 
TheStre Franeais, now the Odeon. The convention ordered 
a column of troops to march and disperse the meeting. It hod 
taken place, however, and had separated ere the troops ar- 
rived. Thus menaced, the committee of government thought 
fit to accept the offers of the old popular leaders, the terrorists, 
who, smothering their griefs, offered their aid against the 
sections. These men were armed and mustered ; but a suf- 
ficient proof how ialien was iln; party, was found in the fact, 
'.hat their number did not exceed 1500, whilst the national 
guard of the sections counted 40,000 citizens. 

The arming of the terrorists occasioned fresh alarms. The 
lections met That of Lepelletier, forming the central and 
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wealthy commercial quarter, declared itself in permanence 
and in insurrection. The example was imitated; and a civil 
war was declared betwixt the convention, which sought to 
perpetuate ils dictatorial authority, and the Parisians resolved 
to contest it The assembly again summoned the army from 
its camp to menace and disarm the section Lepelletier. Gen- 
eral Menou accordingly led a strong force, which he posted 
in the rue Vivienne, and thence summoned the insurgent sec- 
tion. It presented itself in battle array to Menou, who begged 
of it to disperse. The citizens refused. The general, with a 
natural distaste to attack the respectable inhabitants of the 
metropolis, all united in one majority of opinion, was glad to 
enter into a compromise, and offered to withdraw his soldiers, 
if the section on its side would retire also. Menou contented 
himself with a vague promise to this effect, and retired to his 
camp, while the section Lepelletier continued to occupy its 
hall. 

The foregoing scene took place on the 12th Vendemiaire 
(the 5th of October) ; the sections were of course emboldened 
by their success, and made preparations for attacking the con- 
vention on the morrow. The assembly in turn took ita 
measures, exclaimed against the weakness of Menou, and 
looked round for an officer to succeed him. In its distrust 
of all parties and classes, it was felt prudent to choose the 
commander out of its own members, although no distin- 
guished officer could there bo found. Barras, however, had 
belonged lo the military profession ; he had commanded with 
good fortune in the days of Pretrial. He was accordingly 
appointed. But aware of his inability to meet a force of 
40,000 national guards with merely 5000 soldiers, he in turn 
looked round for some officer more skilled and energetic than 
himself. 

His sagacity found this officer in Bonaparte, then in Paris, 
and disengaged; who gladly accepted the task, having been 
from the commei'icetjii'ii'it oi'tiis carer 1 r :iU;Ldn;d lo the extreme 
democratic party, which he admired for its energy, and par- 
doned for its terrorism. The plan instantly pursued by Buo- 
naparte was, to make use of the arm familiar to him, the ar- 
tillery ; to stand on the defensive, occupying every avenue 
to the palace of the convention ; and thus with concen- 
trated forces to repel the attack of the citizens. These on 
their side mustered in.their sections, formed in columns, and 
marched to overwhelm the convention and its small number 
of defenders. The sections, however, were without any emi- 
nent leader. Their only hope was in simultaneous and com- 
bined attacks; unless, indeed, they adopted the plan since 
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recomm ended by Thiers, and followed with such success in 
July, 1830* 

The plan could not be worse organized. A great many of 
the sectionaries quitted their ranks for want of ammunition, 
which had not been provided. At length, those of the north 
side of the river advanced to the church of St. Roch, occupied 
it, and prepared to penetrate by the rue du Dauphin to the 
Tuilleries, Here Bonaparte in person — there was no attack 
elsewhere to distract bim — received the assailants with a de- 
termined lire of grape, that soon routed them ; he pursued 
them in the rue St. Honore, which he equally swept with 
cannon. Those of the fugitives who did not shrink to their 
homes, hurried to the other side of the river, to join the sec- 
tions of the fauxbourg St. Germain in their attack, which had 
not yet been made. When they did appear, menacing the 
Pont Royal, Bonaparte was here also to receive them, 
where his cannon, meeting with no impediment along open 
quays, long streets, and an unencumbered bri(3i?h"", worked 
tenfold havoc, and not only succeeded in routing, but in dis- 
heartening, the sections. Thus fell the cause of the citizens 
and national guard before the will of the convention, sup- 
ported by the army and a few of the democrats. The 
sections were disarmed, the anarchists humbled, the Bour- 
bonists obliged to fly. The convention resolving itself, with 
most glaring absurdity, into an electoral ansembly, fixed upon 
two thirds of its body, which were to constitute the majority 
of the new legislature, declared its session terminated on th* 
26th of October, 1795, and called this act a dissolution. 



In order to render government possible, there must be a 
fixed point from which the system branches, and on which it 
depends. To make an individual person and will the centre, 
is the simplest mode ; but this is despotism. To avoid this* 
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the point of support must be placed not tit person or persons, 
but in a principle, which thus becomes sovereign. To find 
this principle, then, has been the great effort of republicanism, 
whether in theory or practice. The ancients placed it in a 
vague word called freedom, which merely meant the nega- 
tives of certain forms and attributes of tyranny with which 
they were acquainted. But any one great, simple, universal 
principle of freedom they never discovered. The representn- 
tive system supplied this want. That a nation is bound by 
the votes of its deputies, in allegiance, in tribute, in all pro- 
visions of legislature, is the great modern principle of freedom. 
But the virtue of the maxim consists in its being sovereign, 
in. its being inviolable. If it be not so, if it can be set aside 
by expediency, or disregarded with impunity, the system fells 
to pieces, and freedom perisheB, because stricken in its heart's 

Here was the grand mistake of the French. They abolished 
the kingly office, and attempted a republic with merely a vague 
enthusiasm for abstract and undefined objects called liberty 
and revolution, a vague hatred of royalty and feudality; but 
they established no principle, no law, no one fixed opinion in 
common. Time had not with them hallowed the representa- 
tive system, and reason could not. Hence, when they split 
into parties, each in its heat pursuing its interests or its chi- 
meras, there was no sovereign principle to appeal to for de- 
cision. Moral authority was nowhere. Legality was each 
instant sacrificed to expediency, according to the interpreta- 
tion of different parties ; and these, as they divided society, 
became in a state of nature and of war with respect to one 
another. All advantages and ambuscades, and treachery and 
massacre, seemed allowable, provided superiority and success 
came of them. The end sanctified the means: and in this 
light Montgaillard is not wrong in calling the men of the 
revolution political Jesuits. 

It is manifest that, from the moment when the freedom of 
the convention wax violated in the forced sacrifice of the king 
and of the Girpnde, liberty became asaBystem impossible; 
for the only principle which could govern and support it was 
here destroyed. Subsequently, internal politics presented, as 
has been said, a state of war, — of savage war, in which no 
quarter was given, and where death always followed conquest 
or surrender. To the law of the reoresentative majorii y pro- 
ceeded that of the most I'.utiniii^ and most strong. As to lib- 
erty, it never existed at any one epoch of the revolution. 

Nevertheless, it might have been hoped that the overthrow 
and punishment of the leading terrorists would produce a re- 
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turn to legality, to order, and 1.0 a. respect oftlie representative 
system. Kxlrenio parties were wearied, decimated, and worn 
out. The republic was victorious, a.:nl hail no more to lear 
I'roin foreign enemies. Yet victory had elevated no general 
of transcendent fame. Talent was rare ; and no superiority 
of any kind offered a prospect to ambition. Now was the 
moment to establish liberty on a firm basis. The convention 
dissolved, would have been replaced by a majority of new 
men, unstained by the crimes of the revolution, with tin; pai;c 
of experience opened before them, warning them alike of the 
excesses of royal and of popular tyrants. Something might 
have been hoped from such an assembly; and at any hazard, 
the fortunes of the country ought now to have been left to 
one freely chosen. 

But no: the convention, chosen by the nation, dare not 
trust the nation. Its majority could not hope for re-election; 
and the past crimes of its members thus forced it to cling to 
newer in self-defence. No doubt there were some few of 
these legislators that feared the reflux of royalism. Tf the 
nation willed, what right had they to resist, however they 
might lament 1 But the republicans made n bugbear (if roy- 
alism, in order to serve as a pretext for their arbitrary mea- 
sures ; just as royalism makes the same use of republicanism 
when it has the upper hand. Offering then the pretext of this 
groundless fear, the old members of the convention perpetu- 
ated their power, which thus became a veritable tyranny and 
dictatorship. It was still more a tyranny, because supported 
by no party or class whatsoever. The royalists, the moderate 
the extreme republicans, all disowned them. The highei 
classes and the middle classes (.hoy liar! boon obligor! to slaugh- 
ter on the eve of usurpation ; and they were very soon as- 
sailed by a conspiracy of democrats. Thus deserted by all 
parties, the majority of the new legislature represented hot 
one interest, — that of themselves, the regicides, — and had but 
one aim — their own impunity and continuance in power. It 
was impossible that their authority, thus liaseless, could en- 
dure: they leaned for support on the military, which be- 
came their janizaries. And the military wero obedient, until 
there arose a general of reputation and ambition, capable 
of taking the lead, and of representing the military interest. 
As soon as such a^personage appeared, the dictatorial tyrarmy 
iell before him, and their usurpation gave way to his. The 
party of the regicides was superseded bv tliat of the soldiers. 
On the 27th of October, 17ft."), the 500 self-elected conven- 
lionalists united tlifix'ivrjs. aeoonimi; to their decree, to the 
250 newlv-eloeted members. These last were for the most 
IP.-.-7 



Jy Google 



OP PRANCE. 17H5. 

part moderate men, distinguished by their information and 
probity, and strangers to rewi'iitionary excess. Their old 
colleagues instantly s!.iy;rna1.izcd l.iiem as royalists, ere they 
opened their mouths: suspicion cannot separate itself from 
guilt. Amongst ibe tunn-ied members above forty years of 
age, a ballot took p-nce; :i">;i wore thus chosen to form the 
upper chamber, or council of ancients. The nest important 
step was the choice of the five members of the executive di- 
rectory. In this, too, the conventionalists had provided for 
the maintenance of their system and influence: being the 
majority, they had entered into a private compact to nominate 
none save those who had voted the death of Louis XVL, the 
shibboleth of their party. Accordingly, the choice fell upon 
BarrasjReubc-1, 1. urc vtsilli' n;, Lirpaux, Lotorirneur, and Sieyes. 
The last, either from dislike to his colleagues, or in pique 
that his plan of government had not been adopted, refused 
the office ; and Camot was chosen in his room. The newly- 
elected deputies proposed Cambaceres, who had voted for the 
imprisonment, not tic death, of Louis; but the majority did 
not consider him sufficiently staunch. 

It required an inordinate measure of their courage or am- 
bition to accept the office of government at such a moment 
The legislature, and of course its executive, could reckon on 
the support of no party. The discomfited citizens were in- 
miiiumi ; ihe patriots not rod, Moiled. The five directors, in 
repairing to the palace of the Luxembourg, which had been 
assigned them, " found there not a single article of furniture. 
The porters lent them a rickety laiile, a tlieet of paper, ami 
mi ink- 1>i j: tie. to enable them to dispatch the first message 
announcing tiieir accession. There was not a sous in the 
treasury. Each night were printed the assign/its requisite 
for the service of the morrow ; and they were issued whilst 
yet moist from the presses of the republic. The greatest un- 
certainty prevailed as to the provisioning of the capital; and 
for some days the people had received but a few ounces of 
bread and some rice each. 

For a long period there had been scarcely such a tiling as 
revenue. Whatever was not paid in kind was paid in assig- 
nats; and these were but of nominal value, 3000 francs in 
them be.ir.ir iriven for a loiiis d'or. There were nine thousand 
millions of {Vanes of this paper money in circulation; a quan- 
tity that the property of church and aristocracy, if quintupled, 
could not pay; yet afresh issue of mil I ions was indispensable, 
in order to supply the thousands requisite for current ex- 
nensej. After discussing and rejecting divers plans, the rev- 
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olutionary one of a forced loan was found to be the only prac- 
ticable scheme, am! was accc rdingly decreed. 

Amidst such dulioidi!..?, aggravated by bad tidings from 
the armies, did 1 lit.- executive directory cuaimonce its reign. 
Formed of regicides, and supported by a sell-created majorily 
of the same party, its choice amidst the opinions of the day 
ould not be doubtful. A hatred and persecution, not only of 
royalism, but even of moderate republicanism, was in fact im- 
posed on it. A law ]iii.jsi:d immediately previous to its elec- 
tion, not only bani-hing !.he wives of emigrants, but exclud- 
ing even their relatives from ail functions. It also excluded 
those who had favored the insurrection of tlie s< 



who had shared in the similar reaction which had taken place 
in the south. 

It was in enforcing 1 in :r unjust laws that the directory and 
the conventionalists first found their measures opposed by tJic 
little knot of die newly-elected deputies. These men, stig- 
matized as royalists, and certainly beginning to despair of 
si:-e;n.^ liberty established in France under a republic, repre- 
sented the wisdom, the moderate and just wishes, of the na- 
tion. Their names, Dupont do JVemours, iiarbe Marbois, 
Matthieu Dumas, Le Brim, I'ortalis, Boissy d'Anglas, I.an- 
juinais, have since become all more or less celebrated. Thi- 
baudeaii, to whom they then looked as a leader, had been 
elected by thirty departments, lie wis a slaunch republican, 
and the political opponent of Tallicn and tlie Tlmrmidonam;, 
who now occupied the Mountain, or left side of tlie assembly, 
and who showed strong inclinations to readopt the old sys- 
tem of the terror. We have the testimony of Thibaudeau,— 
whose memoirs form the best record of these times, and 
where every page wears the character of honesty and vera- 
city,— that the ineiiibR]-!, most suspi-c ted of rovalisiii! Jiois-y and 
himself; were, nn the contrary, trim to the established system, 
and that the outcry of the conventionalist..; was but a pretext. 
These last, to mark their suspicions, and cast obloquy on their 
new antagonists, proposed and decreed a kind of I rui-i Native 
fete in honor of the 21st of January, the anniversary of the 
death of Louis. The members were obliged to swear hatree 
to royalty. Dupont, as he repeated this, added " hatred k 
all kinds of tyranny," an allusion that the conventionalist ma. 
iority took immediately to themselves, and forced Dupont tc 
unsay it. The directory itself showed more generosity than 
the party from which it. spnmg. It contained two weak men, 
Lepaux, a Girondist, and a dreamer; and Letonrneur, a 
cipher. Barrastook the lead, especially in domestic affairs. 
He was a Dantonist: in other words, a profligate republican, 
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anil, as such, aver* to < -anot, wlm wa- a puritanical patriot, 
and one of Robespierre'.-; terrorist committee. Barras, how- 
ever, from his birth and superior knowledge: ol'lili:, tmces.-iirj- 
ly held the direr.' or:; 1 1 court, and tlius assumed the chief in- 
fluence. Ha had served in India, where: lie had learned to 
Li'.?' mneaiiticenoe ; ;irnl. under his direction, the Luxembourg 
toon presented the appearance of a palace, by the richness of 
ts decorations, crowds of suitors in the day, and gay assem- 
blies of both sexes at night. Luxurious pride, though too 
selfish to be really generous, loves at least to be magnanimous. 
Thus Barras new restored the daughter of Louis XVI., the 
orphan of the Temple, 1<> lier family. The iinibn.mrati: young 
prince, her brother, had died some time previous, of the 
effectsof bad noiiri-hiiiotit. onie-hy, and confinement. The 
princess, since duchess of Angouleme, was exchanged for the 
commissaries of the convention, delivered up by Dumouriez 
to Austria. Amongst them was Drouet, the postmaster at 
Varennes, who had stopped the flight of luuis. He was so 
mortified at having lost, by his captivity, the" pleasure of the 
revolution, that he instantly fell to work to recommence it, 
joining-with the anarchists, and plotting with them the re- 
establishment of the- terror. 

Barras is looked upon as a feeble politician, yet he had the 
merit of perfectly understanding his position. Chief of a gov- 
ernment based on neither popularity nor right; exposed to the 
Attack of all parties, who would inevitably conspire, am! have 
recourse to the old revolution ry measure of sedition ; Barras 
re-established the old machinery of despotism, — a minister of 
police, with tbe usual concern i tan r.s. JJy these means he 
hoped (o discover the machinations of the different parlies, 
and an tic irate their explosion by acts of vigor; and he suc- 
ceeded. To this he added what was called a constitutional 
guard, being a faithful corps of troops at tbe immediate ser- 
vice of the directory. Thus, under the specious outside of 
liberty, not only tyranny, hut those .secondary props and pil- 
lars which support it, were carefully set up by the regicide 
government. 

Despite its hatred and hostility to royalists and moderate^ 
the directory was iievenJulcss lirs'. assisiied by a democrat 
conspiracy. The old terrorists, elated by the support which 
they had afforded the convention in Vendemiaire, expected a 
more ample reward. Disappointed, they formed a new club, 
like tho Jacobins of old, am! installed themselves in the church 
of St. Genevieve, otherwise called the Pantheon. At their 
head was an embryo Marat, one: of those logical heads that 
can systematize the most atrocious principles, and preach them 
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as a kind of political religion. This man was called Babceuf, 
to which he prefixed the mine of (iraoehus. He did not insist 
so much as his prototype on the necessity of cutting 1 off heads; 
but he went farther in another riirirctioii, declaring that the 
revolution wanted yet one thing to it; perfection, viz. an agra- 
rian law. Ail the anarchists raJlitsei to tiio utterings of such 
Haltering doctrines, — Druae". iSamerre, I'ossignol, and the 
surviving herd of the lower revolutionists. The directors 
closed the. club of the Pantheon. But this merely inspired 
the members to form a more secret and organized plan, tend- 
ing to the great purpose of insurrection. Barms, lunvcvcr, 
ferreted them by agents of his new police, through all their 
holes and eonciliabules ; and as their project grew ripe, he 
enveloped and took the greater number in one net Babceuf 
and Drouet were of the number, as well as. the infamous Va- 
dier, Amar, and Choudieu, ex-conventionalists, and members 
of the once celehrated committee of general safety. 

Nothing could equal the insolence and confidence of the 

Kisoners. Babceuf, as if he were a Vendean chief, like the 
ave and unfortunate Charette, proposed to pacify his party 
at the price of his own liberation. " Do not think it beneath 
you," wrote he to the directory, "to treat with me on a foot- 
ing of equality. T. am chief of a powerful sect, that can be 
irritated, not destroyed, by any insults offered to me." Ba- 
bceuf concluded by saying, that the democrats were the 
strongest, and must succeed, and that the directory would do 
well to adopt their side and their opinions. 

Although Barras crushed this sect, still his intriguing tern- 
per had Ital him into communication with them, when he as- 
serted that he himself was an honest Jacobin. In fact, he 
stooped to flatter the democrats, as he afterwards flattered 
Bonaparte, in order to stand well with the victors in case of 
defeat. This manoeuvring excited the suspicions even of his 
colleagues. Whilst, at the s;une time, such is the fate of 
duplicity, Tallien and the Thermidorians dreaded that the 
chief director was meditating to strike them. Warrants of 
arrest, had been issued by mistake against four conventional isl 
members of the five hundred. In the midst of the discussion 
which this produced, Talhen entered, somewhat in his cups,- 
inebriety prompting him to vent his suspicions and the fear, 
which never ceased to haunt his guilty mind. He exclaimea 
against the new police, against the supposed employment ot 
emigres, and spoke of ti. meditated reaction against the patr; 
ots. This imprudent confession of fear on the part of Tallinn 
gave rise to the suspicion that he was connected with the 
anarchists. 
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The arrest of Babceuf tool; place: ; n the spring »f lTEHi, fi 
year in which the tliick-oiirnintr tilings of victory from the 
army of Italy absorbed all attention. The trial of the pris- 
oners was deferred is: id fergetk-n. Tin. ir ihl lowers were not 
so oblivious, and formed divers plans for insurrection, and for 
liberating- their chiefs. One, which they executed, was, to 
scatter white cockades in the streets; to pretend that a roy- 
alist conspiracy existed; and in the midst of the tumult ex- 
cited by this discovery, the anarchists were to meet, attack 
the prison of Babceuf, and release him. This having failed, 
their next attempt was to surprise (lie camp of Grenelle, 
where the army of the interior, as it was called, was stationed 
to support the authority of the directory. One of the regi- 
merits was supposed to he favorable to them. Collecting to 
the number of several hundred armed men, they made an 
attack upon the quarter of the camp occupied hy the friendly 
regiment The latter, however, surprised or wavering, gave 
tiie anarchists a rough reception, and took upwards of 100 
prisoners. These were judged by a military commission, and 
three ex-conventionalists found among them were shot. The 
directory now pressed the trial of Babceuf. It lasted for a 
long time, and was remarkable for the insolence and audacity 
of the accused. Gracchus Babceuf and "one of his brother 
scribblers were condemned to deatli ; a judgment which they 
endeavored to anticipate by suicide. Six or seven were trans- 
ported, and the rest acquitted. 

But we must now quit the struggle of parties, to paint the 
rising fortunes of the warrior who was destined to swallow 
them up. This history has been before likened to a river: 
the deep majestic current of the monarchy burst its hanks at 
the revolution, and spread over an immense extent, forming 
in its wide inundation a lake with islands interspersed with 
various channels, inlets, too intricate and vast for the eye to 
grasp at one view. Now, however, as the revolution draws 
to its close, the current narrows ; and, like water at the ter- 
mination of a lake, we see the large events of a nation's his- 
tory contract and deepen, in order to run in the bounded chan- 
nel of an individual's fortune. In other words, the history of 
France becomes for a long and glorious period identified with 
the life of Napoleon Bonaparte, 

We have seen this youth start to distinction at the siege 
of Toulon, and in the day of the sections. Ambition was from 
the first the impulse of his mind ; for all, who in more tran- 
quil times sigh tor Erreatne*, iii liiiil slirring'period strove for 
it. He essayed to attract, [intiio by his pen: an academic 
essay, and a Jacobin pamphlet, did not produce the desired 
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effects. The affair of Toulon opened his career: thence he 
joined the army of Italy; where, employed as an engineer, 
he had full opportunity of studying a field of warfare destined 
soon to he that of his reputation. Suspended and put into 
arrest after Theremlnr, he was released on an energetic re- 
monstrance, but left without employment. He betook him- 
self to Paris, where, after some time, he was ordered to la 
Vendee. But it was not merely active service that could 
satisfy him, but an ample field ; he refused to serve against 
the Vendeans, hut. remained in the capital, making his way 
in society, and meditating an ambitious marriage, since a cam- 
paign such as he sought was denied. The rebellion of the 
sections in Vendemiaire occurred ; Bonaparte, through Barras, 
took the command against them, and was successful : in re- 
compense he was appointed general of the army of the inte- 
rior, — of that, in other words, destined to act as guards to the 
directory. From this command he was appointed, in March 
1796, to that of the army of Italy. His marriage with the 
widow of general Beauharnois happening simultaneously with 
the appointment, gives some foundation to the rumor that the 
interests of iier friends, combined with his own, procured for 
him the command of an army of activity. Josephine, much 
older than Napoleon, was a Creole, of engaging person, and 
seems to have inspired him with sincere passion. 

In the commencement of the war the Netherlands had 
principally attracted the attention of the forces of the French. 
Here conquerors, and being secure from hostilities on the 
Lower Rhine by peace with Prussia, and on the side of the 
Pyrenees by that with Spain, they bent their efforts first to 
the invasion of Germany by the Upper Rhine. The cam- 
paign of 1795 had in this quarter not been attended with suc- 
cess ; whilst on the Mediterranean a partial victory, in which 
the counsels of Bonaparte had no small share, had shown 
Austria to be far more vulnerable in that quarter. Whilst 
Moreau, a cautious rather than an active general, was sent tli 
replace Pichegru on the Rhine, Bonaparte was dispatched to 
the Alps, to realize and execute the projects of conquest 
which he had first suggested. 

Political were joined with strategic motives. In Italy, the 
French were opposed by an alliance betwixt Austria and 
Piedmont, which it might be possible to break. True it was, 
the king of the latter country had cause of inveterate enmity 
against France, which had robbed him of Savoy, a large arM 
important part of his dominions. But could we defeat the 
Austrians, argued the. statesmen of the directory, we might 
recompense the king of Sardinia, by jjivkii; him the IV' aneSe 
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in lieu of Savoy. According to this plrm, Bonaparte was re- 
commended to penetrate into tiie Milanese, if possible sepa- 
rate the allies, and exert his utmost ellbrts against the Aus- 
trians. These political views harmonized completely with 
his military plans, which wen?, not to brave and carry the ob- 
vbus [iiisfitis of the Italian Alps, blocked by fortresses and de- 
fended by well-known positions, but, in the language of war, 
to tum them. 



army, of about 40,000 men, in a long column, at the head of 
which he defiled along- the strip of shore which extends from 
Nice eastward, betwixt the Alps and the Mediterranean. In 
this movement the Austrian general Beaulieu dill not perceive 
the commencement of a larger plan of operations; he merely 
considered that Genoa was threatened ; nod accordingly oc- 
cupied the shore near Voltri with a large force, to oppose the 
advance of the French. This force formed Beaulieu's left; 
his centre was at the other side of the chain of Alps, and 
the Sardinians under Colli composed the right. To fall down 
with concentrated force from one of the gorges of the Alps 
upon the midst of the French, cut lliein in two, drive one 
half into the sea, and then master the other halt; was the 
proposal of Colli, and the wisest possible. But Beaulieu, on 
the contrary, divided his force, attacked the column in front 
to check its progress, and compress it, whilst he assailed it 
from the gorge of the Alps to take it in flank and cut it. Be- 
twixt the Austrian divisions of the left and centre, destined 
to execute bath these projects, there was none but a circuitous 
communication ; the mountains lay between them : and the 
French general was thus enabled, by amusing and keeping 
the show of fighting one, to unite sufficient numbers to crush 
the other. He instantly aimed at the centre, and abandoned 
all idea of marching farther to Genoa. 

The Alps, at that early season still covered with snow, of- 
fered few gorges where it was possible to pass Ihem: on Ihi 
Bonaparte had calculated in bis adventurous march. That ot 
Montenotte was one of these passes ; lint as yet uncertain of 
the dispositions of Beaulieu, and whether it might not behove 
him to continue his march towards Genoa and the pass of the 
Bochetta, the French general had occupied it by a detach- 
ment of nearly 1200 men. D'Argenteau, according to the 
orders of Beaulieu, led the Austrian centre, about 18,000 
strong, to Montenotte on the 11th of April. A small body 
iir;t arrived, before which Itampon retreated to a redoubt, and 
against which bo ddbmied it with desperate bravery. Aware 
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by a quick instinct, that the wifi't.y of the whole army de- 
pended on his pri'vusliii™ tin; Austrians from pursuing down 
the Alps simultaneously with lioaul ion's front attack, and be- 
fore the French were prepared, Rampon made his men swt>ai 
(o perish rather than yield the redoubt. They succeeded in 
keeping possession of il. i ill tin: night, when Bonaparte made 
dispositions to' (raiisooitm" iiis whole army from the shore to 
the summit of tin: Alps, leaving Bean lieu with merely the 
shadow of an antagonist, whilst he totally crushed D'Argen- 
teau and the centre. The night of the 11th and morning of 
the 12th was rainv; mists covered the hills; and D'Argen- 
teau was not a little surprised to see a strong division issue 
from them to attack him. The combat was sharp: the Aus- 
trian imagined that Kampon with some reinforcement was 
their only antagonist; but as the mist cleared, the whola 
French army appeared around : Masscnn advancing almos' 
in their rear, and Bonaparte himself on a lofty summit direct- 
ing the motions of his troops. There was no hope but in 
flight, which the attack soon rendered disorderly and murder, 
ous: the Austrian centre, broken and routed, abandoned its 
;anuon and a number of prisoners, and fled to Dego. 

Such a partial victory- was' important tar less in itself than 
in its consequences, and these were to be snatched by an ac- 
tive hand. The Austrian centre, rallied at Dego, was to be 
annihilated, and its position occupied, ere Beaulieu could :i r- 
rive to its aid ; whilst the Sardinians under Colli, already ad- 
vanced to Millesimo, were at the same time to bo repulsed, 
and thus a complete disjunction effected betwixt the allied 
enemies. The very day of the victory of Montenotte, Bona- 
parte pushed on to the pursuit. Dividing his army into two, 
the greater portion, under Aiiij-oreaii, attacked the Sardinians 
at Millesimo on the 13th ; whilst Massena approached Dego, 
and prepared to carry it on the morrow. At Millesimo the 
Sardinians were driven in at. the first onset; but Provora, 
commanding a body of Austrians destined to be the link be- 
twixt Colli and Argenteau, made a stubborn resistance, and 
at length took possession of an old castle called Cosseria, on 
the top of a hill, whence it was found impossible to force him. 
The assault was attempted, but in vain ; Provera killed al- 
most as many French in defending Cosseria as the latter had 
killed of Austrians at Montenotte : but his valor could not 
repair the original error of Beaulieu. The Sardinians, 
making every effort on the 14l.li. could not disengage Provora. 
who was without provisions, and surrendered at. length on ob- 
serving Colli obliged to retreat. On the same day the post- 
tion of Argenteau at Dego, defended by the beaten troops of 
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Montenotle, was forced, and the town taken possession of by 
the French, BeauJieti had nut. yet time to appear, when a 
stray body of Austrians, 6000 strong, returning from vain at- 
tempts at iiii[)fiic.!.ii';i;.ilij iijuL now useless movements, stumbled 
upon Dego, forced the French posts, and drove them out. 
This was disheartening to an army which had fought inces- 
santly for three (lays, ;:nd was now reposing after a second 
victory: the greatest part, indeed, were sin inhering, over 
powered with fatigue and wine. Massena and Laharpe, 
however, succeeded in rallying a certain number to resis! 
this new enemy ; but it was not without i-Jrbrt and loss equal 
to those made in the first attacks, that the re-conquest was 
achieved. 

These victories of a week had effected the separation of the 
Austrian and Sardinian armies, had cost them 10,000 men and 
40 pieces of cannon, and had opened all Italy to the French, 
by giving them the possession of the Alps" and Apennines. 
Bonaparte now marched to crush the Sardinian army alto- 
gether, and menace Turin, in order, according to the plans of 
the directory, to force that court to abandon the alliance of 
Austria. Turning to the left then, and leaving Beaulieu be- 
hind, the French pursued Colli to his intrenched camp at 
Ceva, which the latter, not thinking tenable, abandoned, and 
retired to Mondovi. That stubborn courage which survives 
defeat can never be expected from the soldiersof a petty coun- 
try, deprived of all national feeling, and unsupported by the 
consciousness of great resources, physical and moral. There 
are no better troops in Europe than the Pied montese when 
incorporated with those of stronger nations; but alone, that 
confidence which forms the mettle of the soldier was wanting. 
Nevertheless, the first attack of the French upon Mondovi 
was repulsed : Colli still held firm, in expectation that Beau 
lieu would exert himself, hurry to his aid, and make some at- 
tempt to repair their mutual disasters. But the Austrian al- 
ready trembled for Milan ; and, abandoning his ally, was medi- 
tating to provide li>i' the safety of the -alter town, not of Turin. 
Colli was, in fact, let* to sbill Joe himself in Piedmont, as the 
duke of York had been in Flanders, Nevertheless, the Sar- 
dinian general did all that a brave man and a skilful gonei-ni 
might: vanquished at Mondovi he made a gallant retreat; 
nor did the enemy even make an imprudent advance upon him 
with impunity. On one of these occasions general Stengel 
was killed, and his detachment routed or taken. 

Nevertheless it behoved the king of Sardinia to make peace 
with the conqueror, whom he was unable longer to resist. 
Colli therefore made overtures, and Bonaparte, after some 
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feigned hesitation, con^nltd lo tivat. The Frendi ijeneral no 
longer thought of oflering Milan, or any recompense, lor 
Savoy ; his victories dispensed with that. Bonaparte re- 
quired the surrender of all the important fortresses of the 
kingdom ; Turin, and one or two others, alone excepted. 
Thus the passes of the Alps worn opened io the French. 
Free passage was at the same time to be allowed their troops 
across Piedmont In short, the monarch and his little realm, 
merely allowed to exist, wore completely at the mercy of 
the conquerors. Ere the end of April all this had been ef- 
fected. 

" Soldiers," said Bonaparte, in a simple proclamation, 
where facts spoke suflicierit.lyt.tir language of triumph, "'in 
fifteen days you have won six victories, taken one and twenty 
stand of colors, fifty-five pieces of cannon, the greater part of 
the fortresses and territory of Piedmont. You have made 
15,000 prisoners, slain or wounded upwards of 10,000 men, 
and have raised yourselves to an equality with the armies 
of either Holland or the Rhine." After continuing in the 
same strain, he thus terminates: — "There are yet some of 
you, it is said, whose ardor flags, and who propose return- 
ing to the summits of the Apennines and Alps. No, I cannot 
believe this. The conquerors of Montenotte, of Millesimo, of 
Dego and Mondovi, hum to carry yet farther the glory of the 
French people !" 

This last, rebuke was directed to the troublesome advisers 
by whom the general was surrounded. Soldiers as well as 
officers were thorough politicians, and Jacobin ideas prevailed 
imongst them. We have fought enough, said these men ; let 
us reap the fruits in plunder and oppression. Let us revolu- 
tionize Piedmont, call forth its turbulent spirits, excite terror- 
ists, and, making them the masters, reign through such faith- 
ful allies over the: coon-ry. Hut Bonaparte, placed as Dumoti- 
riez had been in Belgium, did not like to see his conquest 
mangled and destroyed. He chose, however, a wiser plan to 
silence the brawlers than Dumouriez had done. Instead of 
equabbling with them, or wasting time and temper in recrimi- 
nation, he led them against a fresh enemy; thus directing 
their ardor into, at least, an honorable channel. If they 
flagged, he treated them as cowards; if t.iiey committed ex- 
cess of rapine, he like Clovie punished their political refrac- 
toriness under the plea that they infringed the laws of military 
discipline. 

s of Bonaparte, instead of turning back to the 



■■a by Google 



110 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 1796. 

to the directory : — " I shall chp.se Beaulieu over the Po, follow 
him, and occupy I^iTiiiiiirriy ; hcihra a. month [ hope to he on 
the moil n ta ins ol' i.l.ie Tyrol, id con it nun ionic with the army of 
(he Rhine, and, in concert with it, carry the war into Bava- 
ria." The directory in return, or rather Carrwt, its war or- 
gan, applauded the zeal of the young- general, directing him 
to drive the Austrians into the Tyrol ; and then, in lieu of 
following them, to divide the ±rmy, leave half in Lombardy 
under Keilerman, and march with the rest southward against 
Rome and Naples.* The letter, at the same time, reminded 
Bonaparte that he was to consult the commission of the direc- 
tory on all important occasions. This latter hint, as well as 
the proposal of dividing the army, stirred the temper of the 
young general. He replied sharply that nothing great or de- 
cisive could be effected but by one commander, and him 
moreover uncontrolled. . " Break the unity of military thought, 
and you lose Italy. Keilerman is a more experienced and 
a better officer than I. But together we could do naught but 

In the meantime Bonaparte, having achieved the conquest 
of Piedmont, now entered upon that of the Milanese. The 
army of Beaulieu, though diminished by defeat, was still of 
force capable to defend a country bounded and intersected by 
so many rivers. Immediately betwixt the French and Milan 
ran both the Tesin and the Po. Bonaparte, in his negotiations 
with the court of Turin, had insisted on having Vaknz:i, on 
which was a bridge over the I'o. He had done so in order to 
deceive Beaulieu into the belief that he intended to pass there. 
The Austrian was caugnt in the snare; posted hie army at 
the confluence of the two rivers, and prepared to dispute the 
passage. Instead, however, of their crossing both streams in 
following a straight line upon Milan, a circuit on the right 
bank of the Po would bring the French to Piacenza, farther 
down the stream than where the Tesin meets it. By crossing 
there, in lieu of Valenza, the latter stream was altogether 
avoided, and Beaulieu's retreat threatened to be cut off! Bo- 
naparte, to eftect this, undertook a forced march of thirty-six 



" [.el I lie t>']>nl>lii'aii Itoojra remain in the Milanese anil tevyrontritmtims. 

you will arrive tJuT(!.j:.jsl hi tar-.,--. Mur, B -e so tliiu thn armv -if liarj. 

Kill not l'x.'il to (lr;ui- n.u r| m -.. i : „ :i1 him:i:: % Ati.J as;iin, 'If th.- ]iooe 
iiiioii ftrsti.fall dial PiiM'ut tiprinlilie pravers 
■ of the French repultlir. S:jue iifliis line 

Thus v.^o.Ti,;,7 7v..|.,,,.-.,i-|,,ii. l !i apane orijiin 

tlexl ii :be ordei of the directory. ' ^ 
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hours to Piacenza, which he reached on the 7th of May. 
With the aid of what boats he could seize, a bridge was 
thrown over the Po, and the army passed on the 9th. It did 
not hesitate to attack the nearest Austrian division, which 
was routed, and fled to Pizzighitone on the Adda. No river 
or line of defence now intervened betwixt the French and 
Milan. Beaulieu, anticipated and foiled in his project of de- 
fending the bridge of Valenza on the l'o, hurried to a place 
li-msiilf behind the Adda, the nest river eastward of Milan. 
The French general instantly resolved to fi>rce this line of 
defence ere the Austrians had time to strengthen it. Until 
this was achieved he deli :r rod taking possession of Milan. 
Pizzighitone, the nearest town that contained a bridge over 
the Adda, was too well garrisoned and defended. Bonaparte 
pressed on to the next bridge, tracing upwards the course of 
the river. This was at Lodi. 

Beaulieu had made good his retreat thus far. Half of his 
army, however, he had been obliged to send by a circuitous 
direction, in order to throw a garrison into the castle of Milan. 
This half the French general hoped to intercept, if he could 
succeed in routing the remainder, about 12,000 men, which 
Beaulieu kept with himself at. T^xli. To drive the advanced 
guard of this body from Lodi and beyond the Adda, was an 
easy task. But to dispossess them of the bridge was an at- 
tempt so rash, that the Austrians considered it impossible 
Otherwise they would have destroyed the bridge, or at least 
an arch of it But it was now too late for this, as the French 
cannon were instantly ordered to play upon it- Beaulieu, 
on his side of the bridge, raked it with thirty cannon. On 
either side the shower of grape-shot was dreadful ; but the 
French were covered by the walls and houses of Lodi, whilst 
the Austrians were exposed. Their general, in consequence, 
drew them out of reach of shot; thus trusting the deii'ore of 
the bridge to the formidable battery alone. Seeing this, Bona- 
parte formed his stoutest grenadiers in column, and prepared 
to cross, whilst the cavalry menaced to pass by a ford at no 
great distance. At a word the column rushed on the bridge. 
Its front was shattered, almost ere it was formed, by the 
hower of shot. It even hesitated, till the generals placed 
themselves at its head, and cheered it on ; whilst the light 
troops, dropping down the wooden buttresses of the bridge, 
passed underneath to distraet the enemy. The first fire of 
the battery was the e:i:ef obstacle; that withstood, the French 
-ushed on the Austrian guns, and bayoneted the cannoneers. 
The cavalry followed, and had lime to loroi and charge ere 
the main line of the tardy Austrians could come up. These 
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withstood the assault but for a few minutes. They gave way 
and fled, leaving behind their arliiiyry, colors, and some Thou- 
sand prisoners. Thus was completed the rout of Beaulleu, 
the shattered remains of whose army retired toward,) the 
Tyrol and the provinces of Venice. 

'The victory of Lodi was won on the 10th of May. On 
the 15th, Bonaparte made his triumphant entry into Milan, 
where a large portion of republicans and personal mlm.rcvs 
welcomed the hero. Uncertain, however, yet, as to the po- 
litical fate of the country, and already less a Jacobin from the 
eminence he had obtained, he kept a prudent reserve, and 
showed not the same haste to revolutionize tiiat he had shown 
to conquer. He, however, levied a large contribution, not 
only upon Milan, but upon Parma and Modena, as the price 
of an armistice : part of his terms with the latter town being 
the surrender of its richest works of art, destined to adorn 
the museum of the louvre. 

Seven or eight days appeared to Bonaparte a. sufficient 
period of repose for himself and his army after their fatigues 
and combats. Milan, too, where money, good cheer, and 
admiration awaited them, might prove enervating to theii 
valor. On the 24th, therefore, he resumed his march east- 
ward, and reached Lodi, when tidings of a general revolt, 
which had awaited but the signal of his departure, reached 
him. He instantly hurried back to Milan ; there the insur- 
rection had been put down. At Pavia, on the contrary, it 
had been successful. With not more than 1(100 men,' the 
general marched against a city of 30,000 inhabitants, where, 
moreover, the insurgents had got possession of the citadel, 
and disarmed the French garrison. With the artillery, his 
sovereign arm against the populace, Bonaparte battered 
down the gates, entered, and swept, the Greets with grape- 
shot, rendering himself master of Pavia. He rewarded his 
successful band by several hours of pillage, which the sol- 
diers effectually employed, principally in the goldsmiths' 
shops and the great pav.nbmlibig establishment. The officers 
left in command of the garrison, who had delivered the 
citadel, he condemned to be shot; and thus having done 
summary justice by the insurrection, the general rejoined his 

He now entered the Venetian states, little respecting liie 

neutrality of Ibat government. As the Austrians had traversed 
them, Bonaparte resolved to take the same liberty, without 
however, if possible, exdt.i:i;r the enmity of Venice, which 
he by turns menaced and cajoled. Beaulieu, reinforced, bad 

retired behind the Mineio, a river \ 'licb rims from the lake 
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of Garda to Mantua, and ile^'nouied to defend its passage. 
He had taken possession of Peschiera, a fortress on the 
river, where it issues from flic lake, despite the Venetians, 
and posting liis troops along' the stream, his centre at Borg- 
hetto, he awaited the French. But the confidence of the 
Austrians was gone; the hardiest enterprise was no longer 
rash, when undertaken by the French against them. After 
liitic manoeuvring, Bonaparte, on the 30th of May, attack 
Borghetto, where there was a bridge over the Mincio. Beau 
lieu took care to destroy an arch; but, in despite of this, the 
French crossed c bin-deep in the river, boa! iheir enemies on 
the opposite side, and re-established the bridge. Hitherto 
Bonaparte had never brought his cavalry into action. Use- 
less in the mountains, this force became of prime necessity 
in the plains. Want of habit of fighting, and the starved 
condition of the horses, were obstacles. On approaching 
Borghetto, Bonaparte assigned to it the task of attacking ; 
and to make sure of its staunchness, surrounded it with the 
rest of the army. Murat and Bessieres were the officers 
whom he employ wl to iniin and le:sd tin.* cavalry, which soon 
equalled the infantry in courage and effectiveness. A surprise 
occurring soon after, in which Bonaparte was well-nigh cajj- 
tnrcd, gam him occasion to form a corps of picked men to act 
as guards to his person. He thought proper, Iiowever, as yet, 
to call them guides. 

The Austrians now abandoned Peschiera, and retired into 
the gorges of the Tyrol, Mantua being the only town of Italy 
where the Imperial eagle stiil floated. It was an almost im- 
pregnable place, completely surrounded by a marsh or lake, 
traversable merely by raised roads or causeways. Famine, 
however, might reduce it, and Bonaparte formed the siege. 
To take up a position, so as to protect this siege, was Sic 
next important point; for the Austrians merely waited for 
reinforcements to re-issue from the Tyrol, and again strike a 
blow for Lombardy. The Adige formed the best line of de- 
fence, being deep, rapid, and of short course. Verona and 
Legnago wore its, key.;; and bridges. Venice was most re- 
luctant to yield them; hut by half menace, half cajolery, 
Bonaparte obtained possession, and garrisoned them. 

Thus, in the commencement of June, was the third act of 
the military drama of 179G completed. He first annihilated 
Piedmont, and in the next he grasped the Milanese. In that 
just concluded, lie sot foot upon the Adige, and bade defiance 
to the last efforts of Austria. Pausing there, Bonaparte, for- 
bidden by the directory to (riijraire his army in the Tyrol, 
marched with a strong division across the I'o, to terrify 
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southern Italy into submission. Naples, though lately pro- 
fuse in vaunts and menaces, now trembled. Rome followed 
the example, and purchased the mercy of Bonaparte at the 
price of some millions of ready money, an enormous quan- 
tity of provisions, and in:r host works of art. 

While all these t'ionoi;^ leu.'* had boon achieved with an 
nrmy of 40.01)0 mi'n, .Moreau and Jourdan, on the Rhine, had 
1 ."lO.'llliO al their disposal ; and the Austrians under the arch- 
duke Charles, no less. Moreau was an able general ; hut he 
had not reached that grand unity of plan which inspired 
Bonaparte. He was also under the control of Camot, an 
able minister, but one who pedantically endeavored to regu- 
late from his cabinet the march of armies in the field. In 
war, as in medicine and other arts, there is always some 
new nostrum considered sovereign for the time. Carnot's 
maxim was to turn and force the wings of an enemy's army ; 
which to do more effectually on the Rhino, he divided the 
French force, giving one half to Moreau, the other to Jourdan, 
kfeuiiiEr them for apart. It was committing the same blun- 
der, though on a much larger scale, as that which had proved 
fatal to Beauiieu. The archduke Charles, however, was pru- 
dent as Moreau himself, and failed to take any advantage of 
the separation of his foes, until necessity inspired him with 
boldness and invention. In June, the Austrian court drafted 
30,000 men from the army of the Rhine, under Wu rinse r, 
in order to rally the relics of Beaulieu's troops, and defend, 
or rather regain Italy. Weakened by this, the archduke 
thought fit to retreat. An advantage won by Moreau, who 
followed and pressed him, prerioiniled his retreat to the 
Danube. Here, however, in the strong defiles that guard the 
dominions of Austria, the archduke made a stand, and, not 
imitating, but rivalling the new tactics of Bonaparte, he con- 
centrated his force, bore it rapidly upon Jourdan, wliom he 
thus overwhelmed and defeated. Moreau, deprived of the 
support of his colleague, was obliged to retreat on his side 
through the Black Forest; a manoeuvre which he effected 
with such skill, firmness, and trifling loss, as to earn fame 
equal to that which a victory would have given. To the 
archduke Charles truly belonged the glory of the campaign 
in Germany. 

Whilst 150,000 French thus manoeuvred to and fro be- 
twixt the Rhine and the Danube to very little purpose, 
40,000 under Bonaparte were deciding the fate of Europe. 
Wurmser rallied the scattered and disheartened bands of 
Beauiieu. His fresh troops, with the relies of the Italian 
army, formed an army of more than 00,000 men; and with 
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these the Austrian issued from the Tyrol. Wurmser seemed 
full of confidence; so much so, that whilst: he advanced in 
person southward down !.l:r> Adige, oecunyio:: both banks to 
drive the French betiire him ami relieve Mantua, he dispatched 
20,00!! men under l.-/ti m .-.i I ;i r.i i vvitc 'l to march round the Lago 
di Garda, and cut. oif llie retreat, of the French. 

Genera] Bonaparte, engaged in pressing the siege of .Man- 
tua, was here for the first time caught slumbering on his past 
good fortune. He was tied, in fact, to the conquest of Man- 
tua, which he could not bring himself to abandon : and hence 
the Austrians were allowed to burst upon him. 1 lis projected 
line of defence on the Adige was useless; for W ".miser's chief 
force came down in the pass betwixt it and the lake. Here 
Massena was driven from his positions: Quasdano witch did 
as much by Guyeux on the other side cf tin 1 hike. Tidings of 
both reverses reached Bonaparte on the 30th of July, and 
shook him for the time. He was not accustomed lo defensive 
warfare; his spirit and Renins were only Called forth when he 
attacked. His first impulse was to call a council of war; an 
unusual act of condescension. All counselled retreat save 
Augereau; and his appeared but blind ardor. In his medita- 
tions of the night, Bonaparte's imagination kindled with a 
plan of assuming the offensive, and of rapidly attacking (.such 
division of the enemy separately. On the morrow all was 
active. The besieging army was instantly ordered to aban- 
don Mantua, destroy its artillery, and rally with all the scat- 
tered corps to tin? -vml hern extremity nf the lake westw'ard of 
the Mincio. 

When this was effected, Bonaparte marched to repulse 
Quaadano witch, impending from the western shore of the 
Lago di Garda. Fortunately Wurrnsr-r allowed him time for 
this operation, by an idle march which he made to provision 
Mantua. Whilst the Austrian general was thus enjoying the 
sight of cannon destroyed, and other signs of a siege abandon- 
ed, the French were driving hack Quasdanowilch, routing 
one of his corps, and intimidating the rest to inaction and re- 
treat. Bonaparte then hurried back — he scarcely quitted 
horseback tor many days— to face the Austrians advancing 
from the Adige. They came to join bands with Quasdanc- 
w itch, and drove Massena at. first from l.nnalo. Bonaparte 
in person arrived from his expedition to support JMasseua 
along the road from Brescia. As lie halted in their presence, 
the Austrians advanced their wiiiL's to envelop him, as well 
aa with their ri<rhc to reach as m-nr i>s possible to Quasdano- 
witch. The French genera! allowed them to extend, till, 
seizing the moment, he rn-'ird v.'rh hi-, whole force upon their 
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centre, broke through it. scattered one half) and intercepted 
the other, which, pursued with unrelenting activity by Junot, 
kid down its anna at last. Such was '.he combat of Lonato 
fimirht on the 3d of August. 

Lonato is a short distance southward of Desenzano, which 
forms the point of the lake. Still iarthoi south, in a. direct 
line:, is CiiHliylionf:, where certain heights formed a favorable 
position of defence. Thither then Bonaparte transferred his 
quarters to resist Wurmser; who, returning from Mantua, 
had rallied the divisions beaten al T.nnato, and prepared to 
take his revenge. Both generals spent the 4th in mustering 
and preparing to try the thrtnnes of a battle on the following 
day at. Custiylione. lionaparte had ridden to Lonato to hasten 
the march of his rear, when a straggling body of Austrians, 
beaten on the 3d, and wandering ever since in search of the 
main army, presented itself, and commanded the French gen- 
eral to surrender. Bonaparte bad but 1000 men. Assuming 
a bold countenance, however, lie received the officer sent to 
summon him, in the midst of a numerous staff, and, feigning 
anger at the demand, replied, "Return, and tell your officer 
that you have found here the commander-in-chief of the 
French, who gives him ciirhl .minutes to surrender. He is 
surrounded by our division, and has nothing to hope." The 
astonished Austrian delivered the message, and corroborated 
the assertion that Bonaparte himself was there. The com 
mander accordingly abandoned all thoughts of resistance, and, 
with upwards of 3000 men, surrendered to a body not one 
third its number. 

On the nest day, the 5th, was foiijrlit the battle of Castigli- 
one. Bonaparte, to reader il decisive, had dispatched orders 
to tiio corps of Serrurier, which had been engaged in the siege 
of Mantua, and which in its retreat from thence had not yet 
joined the main army, to lake a circuitous route, so as to reach 
the left of the Austrian* at a certain hour. It was in these 
calculations of time that Bonaparte excelled. Now the can- 
non of Serrurier was hoard MjiinitLitii.c.i.s'y with those of the 
French right whip 1 , which advanced to the attack. The left 
held back, bringing the line into a semicircular form, which 
was also assumed by the Auslriaus as they pressed on. The 
latter, lowever, fiinniiiir the outer circle, (.ended to spread as 
they advanced ; the French concentrated as they retired. The 
Austrian line became soon still more weakened on the right 
by the necessity of drafl in«- tome of the detachments to oppose 
Serrnrier's corps. The French suddenly ceased to retire, 
and began to attack. The Austrian -i^ht. was driven in, at 
the same tune that their left was thrown into disorder by Ser- 
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rurier; and Wurman-, luirrriwly escapm;]- capture himself) 
was obliged to give orders for retreat. 

Thus did ti](! futility of l!»; Aiisfi-i.-i.ri mm 1 ':!, i:i pnrt'dl linj_' 
uut his noble army, deliver it up to be beaten in detail by Bo- 
naparte. Wurmser now saw himself worsted; but he re- 
solved at least to avoid tin; tale nf Ilemilieu. and to preserve 
his force from total discomfiture, I it: therefore retreated into 
(lie Tyrol in aa good order as was possible with troops who 
had lost all confidence, and who began to believe, with some 
reason, the French invincible. Whilst the conquerors re- 
posed for the remainder of August, resuming the siege of 
Mantua, the court of \ r iemia rouiibreed Wurmser, the cabinet 
tiding en the same false plan as i's geueres, in making petty 
consecutive and divided efforts, instead of a grand and over- 
whelming one. In the beginning of September, Wurmser 
wa.i again about to assume the offensive. Leaving Davido- 
witch in the gorges of the Tyrol, either to defend them or to 
advance down tiie Adige, according to the force opposed to 
him, the Austrian general descended the valley oft; m llreut.i, 
taking a circuitous, route towards Vermin ;i;id Mantua. If he 
divided his force this lime, it was to widely, that Bonaparte 
would be obliged, he thought, to imitate his example. The 
French commander leil. Wurmser to pursue his distant route, 
attacked Davidowiteh, do:<.:i"ed iiim at Roveredo, and anni- 
hilated his division in the defile of Collniuo. He then, in- 
stead of returning by Verona and the Adige, to face Wurm- 
ser, marched straight after him down the Brenta, not only to 
attack but to cut off from him all retreat. This was hazard- 
ous ; for Wurmser sisi'jin ill the mean time itiug himself on 
Verona, where there was little to oppose him ; but. Bonaparte 
depended on his celerity; he hurried on, without provision, 
without horses, himself sharing Ihe rations of the soldier, and 
thus reached the rear of Wurmsei ill. lias-ano. The Austrian 
Was obliged to recall ids troop:-, and :i. buttle took place which 
proved lite last, blow to this new army and general. The lat- 
ter, cut off from home, tied south to V'icen/a, from theuee to 
Legnago, where he forced the passage of the Adige. The 
French ill vain endeavored to intercept equally his retreat-to 
Mantua. In this they failed, and Wurmser s-eececrieil it, 
throwing himself into that fortress with 15,000 troops, the 
relics pf his army. 

To form the siege anew was all that was left to Bonaparte. 
Had the army of the Rhine been equally victorious, he might 
have passed the Tyrol to act. in concert with it; but Jourdan 
was then beaten, and Moreau in retreat. The army of Italy 
ivas teo weak to m;ko such an attempt by itself. A respite, 
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therefore, was allowed to general and soldiers. The former 
spent it in reorgisiiiy.jiig tin; friendly couijiries of Italy. How 
these were to be treated, what steps were to be taken, what 
hopes held forth, -was an early and important point of Consid- 
eration. With respect to Piedmont, nc have seen that the 
love of pro pi idling and extending revolution, had been sacri- 
ficed to expediency. Milan demanded eijual reserve; it be- 
ing yet uncertain whether it was to be ceded back to Austria, 
or given to Piedmont aa the price of a firm alliance with 
France. The same motives did not apply to the countries 
south of the Po. Modcmi run] Rny^o (tin: towns which Bo- 
naparte declared most ripe for liberty) rote and expelled their 
sovereign, uniting with Ferrara and Bologna. They formed 
under French protection the Cispadane republic, and Bona- 
parte's correspond' nee lolls the euro ho took that aristocratic 
influence should not be altogether crushed and excluded. 
This indicates the change that had already taken place in his 
political sentiments. A conqueror, and by necessity an ad- 
ministrator, placed so as no longer to look from below, but 
from above on the mechanism of social organization, he re- 
garded the Italian aristocracy without the envy of the Jaco- 
bin, and acknowledged the justice as well as the advantage 
of supporting rather than overthrowing its existence. Jo- 
sephine, his spouse, had, at. the same time, joined him in Italy, 
and was received with almost regal honors in each city. Her 
circle at Milan mi<r|il have been called a court, from its bril- 
liancy; and exactions, i*. is said, were not spared to support 
her magnificence. All this had a very anti-republican elfect 
on the young commander. 

The year 1790, however, left him leisure for naught but 
glory. Personal ambition had not time to blend with it, and 
compost had not. yet sounded the hour when the generous 
fame of this warrior was to lie sullied hy polil ieal machiavel- 
ism. The indefatigable Austria had again composed an army. 
Russia uudcrtaiiing to provide for the Iranqui.iity of Gallieia, 
the imperial forces engaged in occupying the Polish prov- 
inces, were sent to the Adriatic, and the marshal Alvinzi was 
appointed to the command of '.he new army, rallying the re- 
mains of Wurmser's and Beaulieu's routed divisions. A large 
body of 111 is army, led by l*a\ idow itch. v. ns to descend from 
the Tyrol, between the !al,e of (lank and the Adiye, Wuri'n- 
sor's first route, while the main force advanced straight over 
the Brent a, towards the Adige. Unwilling again to raise the 
siege of Mantua. Ilona.parte hud few arid inferior forces to op- 
pose both the menaced prints. Vaubois, however, was or- 
dered to resist Davidowit.ch, '.v.'ii'st toe I'nench commander- 
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in-chief marched against Alvinzi, for the purpose of giving 
him a severe cheek, ami then rushing with his wonted ce- 
lerity to crush IJaiiunwi'eli r;l!ogvlbi-r, in concert with Vau- 
bois. He in consequence attacked AU-inzi the lji.li of Novem- 
ber on the Brcnta, avid had the advantage, but it was trifling. 
Immediately after, n dispatch arrived, lua* Vanbois had been 
driven back from the gorges cf the Tyrol, and that he might 
not be able long to deiesnl the poseiou of liivoli, the only ob- 
stacle betwixt Davidowitch and Verona. This was danger- 
ous. Unable to master the army Inline him, ho was menaced 
with another in his rear. Bonaparte instantly retreated tc 
the latter town, left his army there, and hurried in person to 
Rivoli, where he excited by his presence the courage of the 
soldiers, and rebuked two regiments who had fled in the last 
aft'air. He ordered it to be inscribed upon their colors, that 
they no longer formed part of the army of Italy. 

He (Hon hastened back to Verona, wiiliiri a low leagues of 
which the Austrians had" penetrated, Alvinzi taking a skilful 
and strong position on the heights of Caldiero. Napoleon had 
nej-lectod to stop his roi.reat there, and occupy them; but, in 
truth, he was unwilling to expose his army to the Austrian 
attack, he himself being alwent. At daybreak, on the 12th 
or November, the French attacked Alvinzi with their wonted 
ardor, and endeavored to drive him from Caldiero; the at- 
tempt was vain; lliey wore worsted; and attributing their 
defeat to the rain and fleet, they were obliged to retire tc 
Verona. Here for a day's space Bonaparte was stricken with 
despondency: he was, imioed, m n. critical situation; the fruit 
of all his victories alwit to be ravished from him, through the 
fault, as he felt, of the directory, who refused him rcinlbrce- 
ments, whilst the Aosiria.n army had been re-completed four 
limes. He had asked but two regiments, and even they had 
not appeared. He vented bis rage in a dispatch, in which be 
despaired, he said, to prevent Alvinzi from relieving Mantua. 
It was always in one of his dark fits of despite rather than 
despondency, that the bright idea of retrieval, and of re-seiz- 
ing victory, was struck forth, like lightning from the cloud of 
night. Bonaparte conceived a plan; his troops were ordered 
under arms at nightfall on the 14th; it was not for attack, 
however: they were ordered to evucuu'e Verona on the side 
remote from the enemy, leaving merely a force to guard the 
walls. Having issued rrom the town) tiioy inarched all night 
southwards along the Adige, till they readied Ronco, where, 
to their astonishment, a bridge was eolantly thrown over the 
river, and the armv soon ii mild itself en the same side as the 
Auslrians, and in their rear. Around Ronco extends a marsh 
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impenetrable to troops, e.xeept by two causeways, which di- 
verge from it, one to Verona, tiy tin: suit; of t!ic Adige, an- 
other W the Austrian rear at Viila JVova, by tlio stile of a 
rivulet called the Alpone. If the movement of Bnnai.iirte 
escaped the attention of Alvinzi, the French might fall un- 
expectedly on the Austrian rear, and rout it; if it were, on 
the contrary, perceived, his sniall army, not exceeding I:i,{HH) 
men, according 1 to his own account, which at Culdicro iiad 
found itself unequal to eopo with its enemies in the open 
field, could here be assailed but by the two causeways, where, 
as in a defile, courage nuts', prevail over number: moreover, 
he was between Alvinzi and Mantua. The Austrian, as it 
proved, was not to he taken by surprise; his hussars swept. 
along; the causeways : moreover, it had been overlooked by 
Hunapiirte that the causeway leading- to the Austrian rear 
crossed the Alpone by a bridge at Areola, a village but a short 
distance from Rotten. Toe Austvians had possession of this 
bridge, and guarded it, v.iiii canneri: to carry it was indis- 
pensably requisite to the projects of the French. Augcreau 
led his brigades to the attack ; but the Croatian soldiers and 
their two guns were more formidable than the legions and 
the parks that defended Lodi. Augereau was beaten back ; 
the Austrian? now came up in force, issued from the bridge 
of Areola, and attacked their enemies on both causeways: 
but the best grenadiers here carried the day, arid the Austri- 
an wait'. beaten back. Angereau made another attempt upon 
the bridge in vain. Bonaparte himself then came up, threw 
himself among the soldiers, seized a Hag, and bore it at their 
head upon the little bridge ; but the fire was now more dread- 
ful, and more than one gallant officer fell in covering the ad- 
venturous general with his body, Every effort was fruitless: 
the column was driven ti-irii by the shower of grape, and Bo- 
naparte himself, borne with the living throng far back off the 
causeway, sunk knee-deep in the marsh, arid only esca|ied 
being taken. The cry of his danger brought back the French 
like 7i title against the bridge, that held like a reek, and dashed 
bxia its invaders. The Croats hehaved most gallantly. Had 
Davidowitch and his Tyrolese done as much at Rivoli on the 
same day, the French would have been driven behind the 
Mincio. 

All hope of surprising Alvinzi was now lost; but that 
general, instead of directing his efforts against Verona, per 
sistcd imprudently in f.i! owing llonaparte into the marshes 
of Ronco and Amla. The second day was occupied in at 
tempts of this kind, which the French, secure on the narrow 
causeway of opposing mail to man, and making their cannon 
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enfilade the long columns of the advancing enemy, always 
succeeded in repelling. Tin: second day was, therefore, one 
of continued iiiilures and losses to Alvinzi; and these were 
so great, that on tiie ;l.ml diiy Ikmaparte found himself strong 
wnousrh to leave both marsh and causeway, and advance into 
the firm plain. The bridge of Areola was no longer import- 
ant, a bridge having been thrown over tiie Adige below 
Alpone. On the 17th then, the third day of Areola, was 
fought the decisive battle in the plain beyond the village. 
Bonaparte turned and surprised the enemy's left, not only by 
a strong division from Lcgnago, but by a small body of his 
guides, who, wit.li trumpets sounding avid arms clashing, 
menaced a formidable attack. Yet it cannot be said that on 
this third day manoeuvres did much; the French showed in 
fact more mettle and obstinacy than the Austrians, and beat 
them from the field. Alvinzi lost 13,000 men, abandoned 
the field, and, like his predecessor, regained the Austrian 

Bonaparte had thus decidedly defeated five successive 
armies, driven Beaulieu from Piedmont, beaten him at Mon- 
lenotte, Millesimo, and Mondovi; again surprised him at the 

Csage of the Po, and at Lodi decided the fate of the Mi- 
ese. Wurmser then took the command, was beaten al 
Lonato and Castiglione, and left, t.lic rest of northern Italy at 
the mercy of iheM.'ivnr.h : reinforced, he made another inva- 
sion ; his lieutenant beaten at Roveredo, himself worsted on 
the Brenta, he took refuge in Mantua. Then came Alvinzi 
with a fresh army : it perished on the causeways and in the 
fields of Areola. Will the reader not start with surprise to 
learn, that Alvin/.i rallied imoliier army ; that the best born 
youths of Vienna flocked to fill its ranks, bearing standards 
worked by the hands of the empress, and uniting all (he 
strength that enthusiasm and activity could furnish 1 This 
new army was divided, as usual, into two: one, under Al- 
vinzi, was to descend by the old route from the Tyrol, betwixt 
the Adige and the lake, the other by a circuit down the 
Brenta to relieve Mantua. The pope had this time promised 
to take np arms, and to send an army to co-operate with 
those of the emperor. The only difference betwixt the 
present plan of Alvinzi and the last was, that then his chief 
force took the circuit against Verona, whereas now his chief 
force came from'the Tyrol. Bonaparte only hesitated until 
he could be certain of this, and then he concentrated the 
mass of his army on the plains of Ris o!i. Here Alvinzi at- 
tacked him on the I4th of January, 1797. The lofty plains 
of Rivoli, high above the Adige, is a kind of intermediate 
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Btep betwixt the river and the alpine Montebaldo. The Aus- 
trian infantry had clambered the latter, and menaced his left; 
whilst tin; artillery »;i- obliged to wind up a sleep and nar- 
row path from the river ere it could attack. The position 
was strong ; L»ut Alvinzi determined to remedy this by attack- 
ing- on all sides, even in the rear. His advance from the 
mountain against the French right was at first successful, 
and was for a long time men -it; my- ; hut redoubled efforts re- 
pulsed it, whilst the same valor and apt manceitvreB on the 
right succeeded in overthrowing the division that marched up 
the narrow path. The Austrians, everywhere beaten, were 
unable to gain footing -on the heights, and were scattered, 
muted, ami destroyed. 

Let us hare pause, to observe, that the general opinion re- 
gards German courage as phlegmatic, but durable and obsti- 
nate ; whilst thai of l!io .i'renel; is considered impetuous in 
onset, hut apt to evaporate. These battles seem to afford 
contrary conclusions : the Germans began spiritedly and tri- 
umphantly, and flagged as the struggle lasted; whilst the 
French seemed to increase in ardor and obstinacy. The days 
of Areola and Castiglione, even more than Rivuli, bear wit- 

The other division of the: Austrian army under Proven 
fought its way to the very walls of Mantua, but was not al- 
lowed to penetrate. Wurmser in vain endeavored to join 
and rescue the important succors by a sortie. He was beaten 
back, and Provora defeated and obliged to lay down his arms. 
There was no hope that Austria could hold ground in Italy. 
The veteran Wurmser, reduced for many weeks to eat 
horse-flesh, saw the inutility of holding out; and Mantua 
was accordingly surrendered fay him in February. Thus 
terminated the first campaign of" Bonaparte ; the most bril- 
liant in modern history, considering the armies and the em. 
piro conquered, and the unequal numbers with which this 
was achieved. Soldiers and general covered .themselves with 
glory, especially the latter, to whose military genius (skill is 
no longer the ward), indomitable courage, and inexhaustible 
resources of mind, supplying the want of all others, complete 
success was due. Nor could it be said that the enemy was 
despicable; the Austrians could neither he compared to the 
rude Gauls of Ctesar's time, nor to the effeminate Persians of 
Alexander's. To the last they displayed the honorable eour 
age of the soldier, and were, in (heir late attempts especially, 
gallantly led and ably commanded. That such a career of 
victory should have marked out the winner to deserve a 
crown, is not wonderful. 
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j\nl tarrying even to receive the a word of Wurmser, Bo- 
naparte had joined the leg-ions marching to chastise Rome for 
its late demonstration. Atlmola, the papal force, exhorted 
by priests, made a respectable stand, but was of course rout- 
ed; when imperial Austria was driven from the field, the 
nontifT could hope naught, save; from submission. Bonaparte 
proved generous. Despite the ex I lor tat ions of the directory 
to crush the high priest of supersl.il.imi, the French com- 
mander granted terms to the pope at Tolentino; deprived 
him, indeed, of the legations and Ancona ; took from him a 
cohtribulion, and more works of art ; but still allowed him an 
ample political existence. Bonaparte, untainted by the big- 
otry of Jacobinism, which his high renown had set him tar 
above, refused to gratify the directory at the price of ex- 
citing a religious war. He even showed tolerance to the 
French emigrant priests, am] ordered the Italian convents to 
nourish them. 

Although defeated in Italy, where her eagles met the 
standards of Bona|>arte, Austria was still triumphant over the 
French in Germany, and had driven them back over the 
Rhine. Some fresh success, a decisive advance, was requi- 
site, in order to humble tin: imperial court, and reduce it to 
sue for peace. Neither the directory nor Bonaparte had yet 
extended their ambition to universal conquest. They had no 
longer any rancor against the humbled Austria. Their po- 
litical hatred was now concentrated against England, — a 
hatred born of national rivalry, and of the inability to strike 
a blow, or inllict a wound. Already the directory had suc- 
ceeded in inducing Spain to form an offensive alliance with 
her. With the fleet of that country, of her own, and of 
Holland united, France hoped In dispute 1 in; empire of the 
sea. In this she but sacrificed the colonies and mariners of 
those unfortunate countries. England must dreaded the de- 
fection of Austria. Her defeat being foreseen, lord Malmes- 
bury was nevertheless dispatched to Paris to propose a nego- 
tiation, by which France was to recover her colonies in re- 
turn for Flanders being again ceded to Austria. The attempt 
was vain, except as a manifestation of a wisli for peace ; lor 
Austria pri/.ed Flanders as the most troublesome of its pos- 
sessions, and most. ili;I!ei;it tn defend. The directory, aware 
that another victory wonld place Austria at. its feet, and cal- 
culating on this viuioiy from the elation of the Italian army, 
and the despondency of its foe, would hearken to no overture 
ftom Great Britain. Bemadotte was dispatched with 30,01111 
Iroops of the army of the Rhine to reinforce Bonaparte ; 
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whilst iloche, returned from his baffled expedition agains 1 
Ireland, supers.o.i.led L'icliegru 011 (he Lower Rhine. 

Ere leaving I'aly behind, to pass the Alps of Tyrol and 
Friuli, it was requisite to be assured of the neutrality of 
Venice. This neutrality it promised, hut found difficult to 
beep. The principles ot the French were even more hostile 
to aristocracy than to royahv; ami though Bonaparte hail 
tempered these in the republics of his institution, still the 
Cispadane and the embryo one of Milan teemed, as usual, 
wit.li Jacobins and preachers of revolution. The Venetian 
cities of the mainland, mliai by the severe government of the 
state, from which even their nobles were excluded, adopted 
these new maxims of liberty. Those, especially, that adjoin- 
ed the Milanese, meditated an insurrection. ■ The Venetians 
raised troops of Slavonians, and of the peasant population, 
who were bigots, and as disinclined to the French as the 
townsmen were favorable to them. Thus two extreme par- 
ties were armed against each other. The government, in its 
defence, employed iiik- whose zcnl it. was unable to temper, or 
prevent from confounding the French with their pronely '-.^ 
and admirers. 

The French army marched ere the insurrection burst 
forth. The object of these was to appear spontaneous, and 
not to trouble their allii's with acting either as defenders or 
police. Bonaparte crossed the Alps early in March. The 
archduke Charles was now his opponent; but, as usual, the 
promised reinforcements had not arrived in time. The prin- 
cipal stand made by the Austrians was on the banks of the 
Tagliamento. The French forced the passage after a sharp 
action, drove back their encinies. ocr/ipied town after town, 
and, in a little more than a fortnight's space, arrived within 
four and twenty leagues of Vienna. But to advance upon that 
capital, without the co-operation of the armies of the Rhine, 
would not have been wise. Their advance had heen prom- 
ised, and did actually take place in some time ; but a dispatch 
from the directory had informed Bonaparte not to expect 
their support Jealousy of his glory, or perhaps the dissen- 
sions then breaking forth in the directory itself occasioned 
this: and the French general, accordingly, wrote to the arch- 
duke Charles, proposing peace. After some delay, the Aus- 
trian court replied by sending negotiators,' who signed a pre- 
liminary treaty, or armistice, at Leoben, on the 18th of 

Meantime, the insurrection in the Venetian towns of 
Brescia and Bergamo had broken out. The senate dispatched 
trooos to quell it, and proceeded to arm the peasants of the 
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mountains, who were as sriii-rc-voluiiiiiLL.l. us :hc Ty role so. 
The French conmBiiiilcr opposed tins roeiisino, as dangerous 
to himself. Venice asked him whether the friendly disposi- 
tion of the French rnijrht he relbd on. He replied by advis- 
ing the senate to modify its aristocratic constitution, and sat- 
isfy, in some measure, the popular party. This was in fact 
the only expedient that remained to pacify the troubles, and 
save the state; for, in an open quarrel, the French could 
neither act nor he considered as neutral. The aristocratic 
party would not bend. It roused, in its turn, insurrections 
of the [rHiimtaiuciTs and n. err i cultural peasant to oppose those 
of the townsfolk; and they, feeling- themselves warranted by 
the yovominuf authority, proceeded to all kinds of atrocity. 
The French were not spared. All those found at Verona 
were massacred, even to the sick in the hospital; and 
throughout the states the sum-! example, was followed. 

liona pa rl e, who at Lcoben had, previous to this, meditated 
tnd proposed the dismemberment of the Venetian territory! 
was relieved from having to bear the blame of an unwarrant- 
ed spoliation, by the pretext thus afforded him. He instantly 
grasped at it, and declared that " the hour of Venice was 
come." He declared war against the unfortunate city, and 
brought cannon to the edge of the lagoons. The panic-struck 
senate, and the pusillanimous doge, terrified by his menaces, 
passed a decree, dissolving their ancient constitution, and es- 
tiLtiMshing ii kind of municipal democracy in its stead. This 
was mere anarchy, and produced tumult, with menaces of a 
general plunder, which the French were of course called ii 

to quell. Thus fell Venice in dotage, after a: 7 

more than a thousand years. 



CHAP. VI. 

1797—1799. 



Whilst the army of Italy was immortalizing itself by hum- 
bling the first power of the continent, the five directors of 

France could not vindicate lor tiiemselvi's the bast share of 
its fame. They continued to hold their tor: ting, indeed, as 
sovereigns, on the narrow pedestal of their immediate party, 
the conventionalism and royieides. 'I'liev relied on the army. 
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too, as auxiliaries; but they soon found that public opinion 
was irrevocably averse to their persons ami their maxims; 
and that, with liberty of election still left to the country, they 
could never be friends with or stand before its representation. 

The newly chose:) third iii'lhe iogiilaliie Ixxly, all allowed 
to be re-elected, had, from the first, formed an opposition, to- 
gether with the most respectable of the conventions lists; and 
it was evident, when the eighteen mouths, the interval fixed 
by tlic constitution for iln; re-election of another third, should 
elapse, a majority would he found against the old convention- 
alists. This was insufferable in their eyes ; and they used 
every means to provide ajraiost it. Their principal weapon 
was the declaration that their opponents were royalists at 
heart, and consequently traitors to tlie constitution, and that 
they themselves were the only genuine republicans. 

No doubt the thorough royalists, the partisans of the house 
of Tionrboo, did rally to this new opposition, did mingle covert- 
ly with its councils, and give some truth to the inculpation. 
It was unwise of the republican opposition not to repudiate 
them, at least as yet. " Had I been consulted," said madame 
de Stael, " I never would have counselled tlie establishment 
of a republic in France. At the same time, when it was es- 
tablished, I certainly would not .have counselled its over- 
throw." To this opinion an impartial mind may rally : and 
it was, in a great measure, that of the party at first in oppo- 
sition to the directory; but when the second third of the 
legislative council was re-elected, and thereby a fresh infu- 
sion of anti-conventionalists admitted to power, then indeed a 
royalist party began decidedly to form and to show itself 
Thus, in 1797, there were three distinct shades of political 
opinions, — the conventionalists or regicides, the constitutional 
republicans, and tlie royalists. The latter composed a very 
small minority, that looked up to Pichegru as its head; but 
as it voted and acted with the eonstiteiionalists in opposition 
to the directory, the parties became mingled in a great mea- 
sure, and compounded. They came to form a club, called that 
of Clichy, in which the plan of parliamentary conduct was 
discussed and arranged ; and, as is generally the case, the ex 
treme opinions soon gave a uolor to the entire association. 

" In civil dissensions, men always come to adopt the opin- 
ions of which they are accused." Thus tin; conventionalists 
accusing nil their enemies, that is, the majority of the nation, 
of being royalist, the latter ac copied l!n: reproach ; and public 
opinion, in despite and despair at seeing the name of republic 
monopolized by a fiction, did [.urn towards monarchy. This, 
However, was but a tendency, a prospect, a last resource, kepi 
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in reserve to be produced as soon as the republican form had 

demonstrated its impracticability. Tiie-conventional or diree- 
torial party, insti'ij'l of ili^iliiyiuy iiioiierr^iuii and forbearance 
in the oorimieiioeiiient, irritated their opponents by their in- 
justice ami suspicion, rorccd them to swear hatred to tyranny, 
and kept in force the laws of proscription against even the 
relatives of emigrants, which included all tbe respectable 
class of the kingdom, anil against those who had opposed the 
perpetuation of regicide authority in Venderniaire, In return, 
the opposition aimed at relaxing the laws against emigrants; 
in restoring to the peasantry their worship, their priesthood ; 
and their church hells ; in repealing the most violent of the 
revolutionary laws; and healing, in (act, the wounds of the 
country. The directorial party called this counter-revolution 
and royal ism. 

When the second third of the legislative body was re- 
elected, the conventionalists became the minority. And here 
instantly appeared the mortal defect of tbe system. The 
legislature held one opinion, the executive another ; and the 
constitution had provided no means for restoring harmony, 
A monarch, in his supreme indifference for aught but the 
good and wishes of his pgople, may change his opinion with 
his ministry; lint fin; .T;hjoImhs cliilhrd with authority could 
not in this play the king. Force could alone decide the quar- 
rel, by compelling the weakest to yield. This is what the 
French call a republic ; — such was their third or fourth at- 
tempt at organizing freedom. Their manifest failure, already 
flagrant, was fuii excuse enough lor the more ardent repub- 
licans to turn in despair towards monarchy, as the only means 
of preserving a vestige of liberty. 

Anarchy, in fact, became once more probable. The only 
two principles conservative of order are — loyalty to a mon- 
arch, or respect towards the representative majority. It 
should seem that age was required to hallow the latter, as 
well as the former : for the French never showed the least 
espect for a system, the form of which indeed they borrowed 
from us, but left the spirit behind. In every successive phase 
and scene of the re\ o'ution, the same fact recurs of a rational 
majority overpowered by a factious minority, allied with some 
band of assassins or soldiers. Now, it may be safely asserted, 
that when this once takes place, it will be repeated, until the 
auxiliary force is strong and wise and systematic enoiisrh to 
keep tilt: ascendency tiial. it. was momentarily called to exer- 
cise. The mob could never organize itself for this purpose. 
No sooner, howevf, was the army called to do the old work 
of the mob, than i' did it at once and for ever, 
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The election of the second third of (he legislature took 
place in the early part of 1797. Up to thia period, the di- 
rectors, masters of the majority, anil united among each other, 
held the reins of slate wit.li nunc vigor. A royalist conspiracy 
hail been discovered, anii tin.' p'.nii-i.uioni. of iis chiefs served 
to counterbalance that of Babccuf and the democrats, and to 
give an appearance of impartiality to the government. Now 
began the struggle betwixt the executive and the legislative 
majority. Three of the directors — Ikrras, Reubel, and Le- 
paux, — were cordially united in upholding the interest of 
what they called tho " revolution," by « liich they meant the 
permanence of the eouvontiouaiists and of the old revolution- 
ary laws. Carnot differed from them in being attached solely 
to liberty and the republic, in not insisting uri the i '■■■ '6r. i.i- 
nunce of any taction, and in the necessity of stooping to the 
constitutional majority in all short of royalism. Carnot un- 
doubtedly took the honest view of the question ; and, despite 
his old career with the terrorists, he was looked up to by the 
constitutional party. Lotourueur followed Carnot's opinions. 
The period had now arrived for one of the directors to go out. 
The lot unfortunately fell, or was made to fall, on Letournenr ; 
and thus, although Barthelemy was elected hy tho councils to 
replace him, Barras, Reubel, and Lepaux still had the ma- 

Barras presented the singular union of a furious Jacobin 
with the manners and despotic habits of an ancient noble. He 
resembled his friend Danton, coated with court varnish. Reu- 
bel was a pragmatic lawyer, endued with the otsllnrioy of 
dullness; Lepaux a visionary, who aspired to form a sect called 
the Tiieophilauthropists. This scheme of becoming a prophet 
gave a certain vi?or to a mind nuturaiiy puerile, and led Le- 
paux from the moderation natural to him (for he had been a 
Girondist) to adopt extreme Jacobinism. He could not par- 
don the constitutionalists their tolerance of priests and tem- 
ples. Such was the mean trio, with their meaner motives, 
destined to tread out the last shadow of liberty in France, to 
shut tho door in the face of returning royalty, which could 
alone ally with free representation, and to prepare the way 
(or military despotism. 

The session, which commenced in April, I7!>7, after the 
election of the second third of the legislature, was marked 
hv mistrust and odium towards (lie directory, which was not 
only mortified in its political views by the return of the emi- 
nrants, the re-establish merit of priests, and by the severe ani- 
madversion passed neon the conduct of its emissaries in the 
colonies; but wai it! so shorn of power, and controlled in Iho 
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management of the revenue. The opposition, obedient to the 

club of Clichy, its many his'anoes lost sight o!' both prudence 
and moderation ; many members displaying-, too soon and too 
openly, the wish to undo tin: whole work' of the revolution. 
This alarmed the vanity si.h weil as tin: interests of the nation, 
and served to rally the democratic party out of doors to the 
directory. One motive of the Clichiaus was especially ill 
advised; it was thai of accosing the generals of the armies 
of Italy and the Rhine— Bonaparte and Hoche— of divers 
arbitrary and illegal acts; the '-vying ar.d disposing of funds ; 
lint more especially the destruction by Bonaparte of tiie old 
republics of Venice and Genoa. The gravity of this latter 
accusation almost excused its temerity ; but its nntbrtvinate 
effect was to outrage the armies, and to attach their fidelity 
to the directorial cause. Bonaparte had the means in his 
hands of taking instant vengeance. He had seized on the 
papers of the count d'Atraigues, containing strong traces, if 
not proofs, of Pichegru's being in correspondence with the 
Bourbons. Pichegrt; was the president of the five hundred, 
and one of the leaders of the club of Clichy. Bonaparte thus 
supplied the directory with a pretext tor the blow they medi- 
tated. Hoche shared in the sentiment of his brother general ; 
and, under pretence of drafting troops to Brittany for his Irish 
expedition, he brought divisions of his army to menace the 
capital and support the directory. 

"The government," says Thibaudeau, "had two ways of 
crushing the royalists,— either !iy violence and the interfer- 
ence of the armies, or by unu.m? i-self with the constitution 
alists. The first destroyed the republic, and rendered liberty 
impossible; the latter might: have saved both." Divers at- 
tempts were made to reconcile the directory— that is, Barras, 
Reubel, and Lepaux,— will) the constitutionalists; for Carnot, 
though not their personal friend, agreed with their maxims. 
Madame de Sl.ael exercised her influence to bring about this 
reconciliation, of which a change el' ministry was to be the 
seal. The constitutionalists, however, refused to swear fealty 
to regicide supremacy, or to regard the revolution as repre- 
sented exclusively by its most, sanguinary faction. Barras and 
his friends preferred the army, us a more obsequious ally; and 
although they must have known that this would prove Ihe 
death-blow even ro the semblance of liberty that yet remained, 
they said, Perish liberty, rather than that "we should nor reign 
out our day! Madame de St.iel, whilst pleading for the con- 
stitutionalists, pleaded also for her private friend, M. dc Tal- 
leyrand, whom she reeomineiiiiei; as foreign minister. The 
directory granted this last reutiest; Talleyrand was appointed 



„ Google 



130 HISTORY OP FRANCE. 1797 

us one of a ministry by no means in harmony with the ma- 
jor .ty of the legislature. 

All legal means of deciding the differences were thus set 
aside, and amicable terms Reeled. The troops of Hoche 
gathered round the capital, and even approached within the 
distance of twelve loai-ees prescribed by law. The constitu- 
lloiialfst (Jc[)Litie3 remonstrated: the royalists were half indig- 
nant, half frightened. Another combat or civil war became 
inevitable in the metropolis; and each party mustered its 
forces. The legislative majority principally relied on the 
national guard, suppressed and mutilated after the affair of 
Vendemiaire, but which they hoped to reorganize in a short 
time. The immediate guard of the assemblies was another 
force, small indeed, hut sinlk'ieul to rally the honest and mode- 
rate citizens, as well as the anti-jacobin youths of Paris, pro- 
vided the latter had yet recovered courage from their defeat 
on the day of the sections. The directory, ou the other hand, 
relied on the army,— upon Hoche and upon Bonaparte; for as 
to the populace, this class at length became disgusted, and 
reckless of political events, since they had found defeat possi- 
ble, and victory of small advantage. In the language of the 
day, le peupte avail donne. son demission, the mob had sent 
in its resignation. 

Both Bonaparte and Hoche answered characteristically the 
call of the directory. Hoche implicated himself, and pledged 
his wife's fortune, to support what he considered to be the re- 
publican cause. Bonaparte incited his army lo assemble, to 
deliberate ; and drew up the most furious and Jacobinical pe- 
titions. With these he forwarded his lieutenant Augeremi, 
to serve the directory in a coup de main ; thus superseding 
Hoche, whilst the money promised by Bonaparte never ar- 
rived. Already the ambition of this man, bom of victory, and 
nurtured to some growth by the great legislative duties which 
the reorganization of conquered Italy imposed upon him, be- 
gan to show itself in jealousy of all oilier power. He was 
willing to aid the directory to crush their opponents, who were 
his enemies, but neither to make them independent nor him- 
self their slave. 

The directory and the legislative majority were now in (he 
respective positrons in which the revolution and its contempt 
for liberty and the representative system had placed all its 
parties ; that is, in a state of savage hostility ; not open civi. 
war, but that of tigers or of Indians, which consisted in lying 
in wait, and springing unawares on the foe. The best planner 
of an ambuscade, the readiest to attack, carries away the 
victory : and as that party which has legal vantage ground 
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recurs last to violence, it is sure to be anticiptcd and van- 
quished by its opponent, obliged to supply by activity its want 
of justice. 

The meditated blow, the coup d'etat, was inevitable, ana 
easy to foresee. The most energetic Clichiana proposed to 
prevent it by .a counter-project of violence: they proposed to 
accuse, to attack the directory; but were not listened to. The 
constitutionalists would not hear of violence; and even Piche- 
gru, a clumsy and uneiiergelie conspirator, despaired of the 
means, They were in the position of the Girondists before 
the 31st of May, conscious of impending danger, but unable 
to shun or prevent it 

On the 16th Pructidor (the 4th September) the blow was 
struck. Under pretence of a review, troops were brought 
to the capital, and placed at the disposal of Augereau, 
who at midnight on the 15th surrounded the Tuilleries, 
where the councils sat. The peculiar guard of the legis- 
lature, or rather its commander, Ramel, made a show of re- 
sistance; but his soldiers, at the voice of Augereau and the 
sight of his force, grounded their arms ; and that general took 
possession of the palace. Several members of the hve hundred 
were found in the committee-room, and instantly arrested. 
The rest of the opposition deputies, as they came in the morn- 
ing to their hall of sitting, met with the same reception. The 
directors, Carnot and Barthelemy, were included by their col- 
leagues in the proscriptions; but Carnot made his escape 
through the gardens of the Luxembourg: Barthelemy alone 
was taken. "It cost but a single cannon-shot, nod that charged 
merely with powder, to annihilate the republic, which from 
this fatal night ceased to exist" 

The minority of the two councils now assembled, approved, 
of course, of the violence oilered to the constitution, both in 
the persons of deputies and directors; and by a decree de- 
clared the elections of <mc half the departments of France, 
annulled. Seventy of the most distinguished deputies were 
condemned to tranfoortatiosi; a sentence which, considering 
the climate of Cayenne, and the ill usage experienced on 
their voyage, was almost tantamount to death. Nor did the 
s/iccisssful dictators make the least difference l>«Kvivt roynl- 
ists and constitutionalists. Barbe-Marbois, Portalis, Troncon- 
Ihicoudray, Carnot, Pastoret, were condemned to the same 
penalty as Pichegru or Delarue. The prisoners were con- 
veyed to the Temple, where they occupied the apartments of 
the unfortunate Louis and his queen. The circumstance 
must have smitten the hearts of those amongst them who. like 
Bourdon, had been in the convention, and had voted the deaths 

111.— 9 



■■a by Google 



133 HISTORY OP PRANCE. 1797 

The new dictators were not content with dedicating the 
legislature ; they formed another list of proscription, composed 
of the editors and writers m forty- eight journals, — a list that 
contained many even now eminent in their professions. I.a 
Harpe and the abbe Sicard were included in it, as well as 
Ficvo, Midland, and the Bertins. They were condemned to 
transportation. Thus were the representatives of the nation 
and of the public opinion both sacrificed to the regicide fac- 
tion, who declared, in the language of Robespierre and Marat, 
that it was done for the sake of liberty and for the safety of 
the revolution ! 

The old terrorists' laws were now again put in action; 
those against emigrants and their relatives were enforced; 
and the unfortunate priests, who had flocked home on the per- 
mission of the late legislature, were now transported to Cay- 
enne for having trusted to it. The rump of the convention 
(for the remaining members of the council corresponded pre- 
cisely to this term) now endowed the directors with despotic 
power, gave them liberty to stop all journals and suppress all 
political societies. In many cases their mandate was a judg- 
ment that superseded the necessity of trial. But indeed, 
after having seized and condemned the majority of the legis- 
lature, all sanction was needless for a supreme authority 
already usurped. In all their acts the directory now showed 
themselves worthy of their origin and of the means by 
which they were upheld. By a stroke of the pen they can- 
celled two thirds of the national debt. Their statesman, 
Sieyes, proposed to complete the work of the revolution, 
by a law of exile against all who were noble, even against 
females nobly bom, except they espoused a plebeian. Bar- 
ras, however, resisted this, which struck at himself. Their 
foreign policy was equally frantic. They broke ofl" the con- 
ference at Lille, in which lord Malmesbury, on the part of 
England, oflered every fair condition of peace, and endeav- 
ored to act the same part by the negotiation with Austria ; 
but Bonaparte, the Thalaba destined to oppose the " Dom- 
daniel caverns" of the Luxembourg, was here, and marred 
their project. 

This personage held something like a monarch"* court in 
ItFi.lv, awaiting till the tardy diplomacy of Austria could make 
up its mind to accept peace at a disadvantage. At the dif- 
ferent stages of victory he had parcelled out Italy, according 
ro the pidiahl lilies of the hour, into CispadariC, Transpadane, 
Emilian, and other republics; but time rendered his projects, 
like his ambition, more ras: : whilst the subjugation of Venice 
chrnged altogether liie views which had diclated the prelim- 
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inaries of Lcobiin. I'y these, Austria, in reconr ense for tfie 
Netherlands, was to receive the Venetia.n provinces to the 
Oglio, including Mantua. Venice, neutral, was only to be 
robbed ; but Venice, now in distress, was not only to be rob- 
bed, but murdered. Bonaparte proposed to make the Adige 
the boundary of Austria, giving her, in lieu of Mantua, Ven- 
ice itself; thus sacrificing, with the apathy of a barbarian, 
the oldest republic in Europe, the only link of the kind left 
betwixt classic and modern times. But what was base in Bo- 
naparte to sacrifice, was still more base of Austria to accept — 
Austria, in whose behalf the hapless Venice had armed. It 
showed that in diplomacy the monarchy of old lineage and 
the upstart republic were equally selfish arid machiavelian. 
Westward of the Adige, Bonaparte amalgamated his Trans- 
nadane and Cisjndane republics into one, which he called the 
Cisalpine. To complete its territory, he took the Valtelino 
from the Grisons; whilst, to give this French colony (for it 
was no other) a friendly seaport, he revolutionized Genua, 
which he made the capital of a Liguriati republic. The 
directory insisted on the Cisalpine being organized in imitation 
of the French ; which was completely effected, Bonaparte 
naming the five directors; who thus based their rights, as 
did Barras and Lepaux, not on the people, but on the sol- 
diery. It must, however, be confessed, tliat the general in 
all things sought to correct the narrow prejudices of the 
regicides. He was tolerant to priests and nobles, and chid 
the Genoese for proposing i n imitiitr! the ligulry of the French 
revolutionary laws. His opinion of Jacobinism in the direc- 
tory is sufficiently evinced by his impatience at finding his 
friend and secretary sign his surname Fauvelet, in lieu of his 
territorial title, De Bourienne. A decree had so ordered it. 
" Sign as usual," ordered Bonaparte, " and never mind the 

He was strangely impeded in completing the negotiations 
fix peace begun at Leoben. Austria hoped to profit by the 
royalist reaction which the coup d'etat of Fmctidor marred — 
one reason of the general's supporting the directory; but that 
body threw equal obstacles in ins v."ny, and hade him demand 
the Isonza as a limit, in lieu of Ilia Adige. lie determined to 
disobey; and when Cobentzel, the Austrian plenipotentiary, 
hesitated and finessed, Bonaparte rose in impatience, dashed to 
the ground a splendid piece of china, declaring that thus 
would he shatter the imperial monarchy. A threat of re- 
suming hostilities followed up this emphatic piece of rude- 
ness ; and Cobentzel, yielding to the proposals of the French 
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nego.iator, instantly signed the treaty of Cam po Formio, in 
Octawr, 1737. 

Mow followed tin* return of general Bonaparte to the capi- 
tal, and his triumphal Hclconm. Tim directory received him 
wild ail I.Ik; L""r:j''i.i ];-]],:«- (> f rc;iiililic;ni ceremony, clothed in 
lunic and toga, with the altar of the country at their feet 
Barras bade the warrior not repose, but undertake the con- 
tinent of England, — "a mission somewhat difficult," adds 
Madame de Stael. Talleyrand lauded tlie young general as 
a contemner of luxury ;iuii low ambition, and as an admirer 
of Ossian, because his poetry detached the soul from earth. 
This bold irony from the mouth of the politico] Mephistophe- 
les seemed but sober prose amidst the excited language of the 
day. But Bonaparte resolved to act up to this character. To 
be a lover of p(J(;sy, iis TiiJIiiyrinid had hinted, he did not in- 
deed affect, — that would be giving a weak side to ridicule ; 
but he professed to be an admirer of science> and an associate 
of those learned in such pursuits. He loved, indeed, vhat 
was positive and useful. His mathematical education made 
him more at ease on these subjects. A taste for them came 
to supersede and blend with that for Ossian, and had consider 
able influence in leading him to adopt the project of conquer- 
'"£ Egypt' the next and not the least gigantic of his adven- 

Tlie winter which terminated 1797 and began 1798 was 
spent by the general at Paris, with tin: exception of some 
journeys to the coast to superintend the expedition against 
England. He had now full opportunity of observing the state 
of Parisian society and politics. He could not but have been 
smitten with the ambition of reigning. Those in power were 
mere usurpers, base, dissolute, undignified, selfish, and incapa- 
ble. To put himself in the place of the "lawyers," as he 
called the directory, was certainly no crime, could he achieve 
it : it was displacing merely .one dictatorial power by another, 
the regicides by the military taction, and to the state's advan- 
tage ; for his rule, he well knew, would be far more vigorous, 
and yet less bigoted and despotic, than that of Barras and Le- 
paus, with their proscriptions and revolutionary laws. He 
might not, indeed, as yet aspire to be emperor ; but to be chief 
director, or consul, — any name which would give supreme 
power the form of liberty, — was tho ambition of every upstart 
in that day, and why not hisl But there existed still a strong 
jealousy of the soldiers and their leaders ; whilst in the army 
itself the principles of republicanism subsisted still more fresh 
and revered thin in the nation. Bonaparte saw this statf 
of things: he S'w, indeed, tin: absurdity of the Jacobins, and 



„ Google 



179S, EGYPTIAN EXPEDITION. 135 

their directorial constitution ; but lie felt that the time was 
not yet come when he could replace them. "The pear was 
not ripe," to use his own phrase. What was left 1— To culti- 
vate the feme w-hich was to be his title to power, and to de- 
tach himself from the directory, whose blunders, when thus 
left alone, he foresaw, and reckoned due advantage frjm them. 
An army to effect the conquest of Esiglimd was offered him 
by the government : he accepted the command ; but no sooner 
lurried his strength to the enterprise, than he found it imprac- 
ticable. That was a voyage to shipwreck, not illustrate, his 
fame. " To gain a battle on British ground he thought possi- 
ble; but to maintain his ground there was hopeless." But 
England's dominion was wide ; though invulnerable at home, a 
lata! blow might be directed against her abroad. He had read 
of the revolutions of commercial superiority, which had ever 
remained to the nation possessed of the nearest and readiest 
mode of communication with the East. In the ancient world, 
Egypt and the Levant had been tin's channel, which the Vene- 
liiin* had once exclusively held. The Portugese had ousted 
them from this, by voyaging round the Cape ; the Dutch and 
English had succeeded Stem. To restore the commerce of 
the East into its old channel was Bonaparte's thought An- 
other great man, Albuquerque, had regarded the possibility of 
this, but in a hostile light; and in order to preserve to Portu- 
gal its supremacy, he proposed to turn the course of \he Nile 
into the Red Sea, and by so doing annihilate Egypt. Bona- 
parte now contemplated the seizure and conquest of that coun- 
try, through which either commerce might be commanded 
from the East, or war carried thither by some modern Sesos- 
tris. The latter character flattered his imagination. It was 
not Conde nor Turenne, nor even Cromwell, that he yet 
sought to emulate; it was rather Tamerlane orGcnghiz Khan. 
A couple of years had elapsed, and his Egyptian project had 
evaporated in disappointment, ere his ambition condescended 
to be European, and to take a modern hero, Frederic of Prus- 
sia, for its model. 

An expedition to Egypt was now, therefore, resolved on. 
The idea pleased the directory also, who were thus rid of a 
troublesome rival ; and the same reason suited the more 

Erofouiid calculations of Bonaparte. But funds were abso- 
itely wanting. The campaign of the preceding spring 
had fallen short of full success, because Moreau could not 
procure some thousand pounds to [I'lrcliaso a bridge of boats. 
There was now an equal dearth in the treasury. With 
that defiance of all principle or political honesty which 
characterizes this epoch, they looked round for some weai 
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ally or neutral to plunder. Free Switzerland offered itself; 
Berne had a treasure : Berne, to bo sure, was free: so had 
been Venice, and Venice was sacrificed. Indeed, it appeared 
as if the French revolutionists, in dosiiltfi of their inability -to 
organize or preserve liberty themselves, were determined that 
their neighliors should be reduced to the same lack of freedom 
and state of misery as France. A wolf's quarrel was accord- 
ingly sought with Berne ; and a French army passed the Alps 
into Switzerland, on the footpad errand of pointing its cannon 
at Berne, and demanding the public purse of the citizens. 
The robbers succeeded: Bams filled his purse, and Bona- 
parte his military chest, from the Swiss coffers; and the expe- 
dition against Egypt, thus provided, sailed in the month of 
May from Toulon. 

This enterprise, a kind of episode in French history, tike 
the war of La Vondee, is so well known to the Kngiish reader 
from other sources, that here it will be briefly stated. The 
fleet reached Malta, one object of its conquest, on the 18th of 
June. The knights made no resistance : and those who were 
French betrayed their trust. Having taken possession of the 
isle, Bonaparte continued his course for Alexandria, escaping, 
by wonderful good fortune, the English fleet that under Nelson 
was crossing and rccrossing the Mediterranean in pursuit, 
A sail that, appeared in the offing on the 1st of July, the day 
of the French landing, alarmed the general not a little. 
"What, Fortune!" cried he, "can you abandon me? I ask 
hut five days." The sail proved not to be a foe. Alexandria 
was taken without trouble ; and soon after, the French com- 
menced their march up the Nile to Cairo. The only enemies 
with whom they had to contend were the Mamelukes, a kind 
of military aristocracy, brave, but small in numbers, superbly 
armed and mounted, but unsupported by either infantry or ar- 
tillery. To conquer them was easy ; but the scene of the bat- 
tle, which took place within view of the pyramids, the anti- 
quity and importance of the country conquered, threw mental 
uncoil ode a ■■on nd th'.'ie sidiLL^ei'iients. The Mamelukes were 

routed, and Cairo won ; but, at the very time, Nelson attackeo 
the French fleet anchored in the bay of Aboukir ; and the vic- 
tory of the Nile, which annihilated it, dimmed all the glories 
and advantages of that of the pyramids. For the rest of this 
year Bonaparte exchanged the duties of the general for those 
of the legislator, in which he equally excelled. He set about 
organizing his government, and, in order to captivate his new 
subjects, assumed all the attitudes of oriental heroism and 
grandeur. He was scrupulous in the distrilm ion of justice, 
— resistless; the Arabs called him the Sultan )f Fire. "But 
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he sought to obtain a still stronger hold on their imagination, 
hy piif*mg ior a propiiel, or heaven-sent conqueror. A similar 
idea, had inspired Robespierre in France : * that of Bonaparte 
proved as unsuccessful, and only server! to mark his extrava- 
gant ambition, as well as that want or defiance of all principle 
which characterized his nation and age. 

It was impossible, that a person so clear-sighted as Bona- 
parte did not percoiie. t\m ir. carious state of the French gov- 
ernment, of internal order, and even of peace, though sc 
ai.ely concluded. All was chaos, which one powerful voice 
rould alone elear up. His was not likely to he heard till more 
wanted; and he accordingly quitted the scene and the quar- 
ter of the globe alt [>;»■( :i.;njr, sil-niUiii^iiim-cif from all share in 
coming misfortune. He brought wkh hiui his best troops, the 
lieutenants he most relied on, and his fame. He left the di- 
rectory, deprived of their aids, to hold the helm of state, and 
show their awkwardness and imbecility. Even before the ex- 
pedition sailed from Toulon, a quarrel took place at Vienna 
betwixt Bernadotte, the French ambassador, and the imperial 
court. Bonaparte aifected to treat it lightly, and set sail. 

The directory had soon an hundred difficulties to struggle 
with. Sustained hy no prestige, possessing no high character 
even for talent, and despised by the very soldiery through 
whose arms it had been lately triumphant, the dictators were 
obliged to renew the appearance of a free government. Un- 
iler this appearance, indeed, they might have reigned tran- 
quilly, had they a party or a class to depend upon, out of 
which they might have formed a majority. They had crushed 
and exiled the giyn lists ami cunsljtutioniiiisls: there remained 
but the democrats, and on these, accordingly, the new elec- 
tions fell. The returned deputies formed instantly an opposi- 
tion, which the directory had but its old mode of answering, 
viz. annulling the election. This it did not scruple to put m 
practice, admitting into the legislature merely those candi- 
dates that pleased them, and who universally had had the 
fewest votes. Such was the representative system of the di- 
rectory, lauded as free by the French historians, and idolized 
by Thiers as honestly republican and thoroughly revolutionary 
Surely in a country where such doctrines as these may not 
only be upheld, but welcomed with favor, any and every sys- 
tem of political freedom is impossible. 

Whilst tyranny was thus unhlushingly setting aside as idle 
even the affectation of principle in domestic government, it 
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nay be supposed, that its conduct towards those subject coun- 
tries, honored with the title of allies, was not very scrupulous. 
The directorial form had been forced upon Holland and upon 
the Cisalpine republic : to render it practicable, the same vio- 
lent interference, — expulsion of some members, introduction 
of others into govcniini-ni. ;md legislature,— was necessary. 
The military chiefs would effect a revolution of this kind one 
day ; an envoy from Paris would accomplish another the next, 
lo be remodified attain by the general. The system wbb a 
political chaos, differing from despotism only in the number 
of despots ; for tribute was to be paid not alone to king Bar- 
ras, arid to king Barras's pro-consuls, but to the generals and 
their staffs, who, moreover, received forty per cent upon all 
contracts. Such was the revolutionary system; which, as a 
boon, the French had lately extended, spilling the blood of 
the brave, too, in forcing its acceptation on the Swiss and the 
Romans; for the pope kid been dethroned in February, 1798, 
and the eternal city occupied by Berlhier. 

Where were these encroachments to end] Austria natu- 
rally asked. Since Switzerland had been grasped by the 
French, the empire was deprived of all frontier capable of 
defence ; and the peace of Campo Formic had thus been more 
fetal to her than war. France refused her all explanation; 
whilst the expostulations of Great Britain did not allow the 
eourt of Vienna to remain insensible to danger. The victory 
of the Nile scaling the absence of Bonaparte, and of the old 
army of Italy, roused the spirit of Europe. Prussia, indeed, 
whose resistance was desired, refused to stir; but Paul, em- 
peror of Russia, Was at length excited to become tin: cimui- 
pion of monarchic Europe, and to head a new coalition against 

The winter of 1793-9, was spent in preparations ; but the 
court of Naples, elated by the victory anil presence of Nel- 
son, could not restrain its enthusiasm until spring, and com- 
menced war by advancing upon Rome in the month of De- 
cember. The French, few in number, under Championnet, 
retreated to the mountains behind Soracte. Mack, the Aus- 
trian general, commanding the Neapolitans, followed them, 
and was soon defeated by a soldier of the school of Bona, 
parte. The Neapolitan army evacuated not only Rome, but 
Red, without making a stand, back to their own capital. 
Capua, a town most capable of resistance, and ilclriulrd l\v 
a rapid stream, surrendered without firing a shot; and the 
royal family abandoned Naples. The lazzaroni, unsupported, 
and uncommanded, held oil for several days against tho 
French, and would certaii ly have succeeded in repelling 
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them altogether, had a prince or general of spirit and au- 
thority remained amongst them : but the pusillanimity of the 
Bourbon race was everywhere alike unredeemed by a single 
trait of firmness or valor. 

Naples now became the Parthenopean republic ; while, to 
complete the conquest of Italy, the king of Piedmont, the 
earliest ally of the French republic, was hurled from his 
throne. The directory dispatched an officer to take posses- 
sion of Turin, and to garrison it. "France," says Thiers, 
"had the same right to overthrow the court of Piedmont, as 
the garrison of a fortress have to destroy the buildings that 
obstruct its defence." In virtue of this martial law, the king 
was forced to abdicate, and was exiled to Sardinia. 

In merited retribution, this violence and grasping ambition 
on the port of France, turned out to weaken her power. Sho 
had occupied and revolutionized provinces and kinordorna ; Imt 
had not given them that freedom and independence which 
enables a land to acquire national feeling, end to defend it- 
self The very revenues of each country were swallowed up 
by the rival spoliations of general and pro-consul. A provin- 
cial force could not anywhere be raised or depended upon. The 
army, the diminished army of France alone, was thus scat- 
tered over an immense frontier, extending from the north of 
Holland to the south of Italy, with Switzerland, no longer 
neutral, in the midst, whose mountains it became now neces- 
sary to detend. Bonaparte was absent from the camp; and 
Moreau was in disgrace, as moderate and monarchically in- 
clined ; whilst the talents and vigor of Carnot no longer 
guided the operations of the Parisian war-office. Neverthe- 
less, the directory esteemed themselves, as of old, invincible, 
and meditated nothing less than a march upon Vienna, al- 
though a few thousand troops were all that they could collect 
upon the Rhine. It was now, by their order, that the famous 
project of the conscription was presented to the legislature, 
and passed into a law ; so careful were these predecessors of 
Bonaparte in providing the ample materials of military des- 
potism. The convention had set the example by its requisi- 
lions, and its tevee en masse ; but these were temporary ex- 
pedients to meet a pressing danger. The conscription now 
voted, placed all Frenchmen, from the age of twenty to 
twenty-five, at the disposal of the minister of war. The gov- 
ernment instantly put the law in force, to recruit the armies. 
Jourebn, Bemad otte, Masse™, and Scherer, were appointed 
to commands: the latter, whom Bonaparte had superseded as 
drunken and incapable in 796, was now reappointed, whilst 
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Moreiu was placed in a subordinate station. But such was the 
will of Barras. 

The new coalition sent an army into the field numbering 
300,(100 men. Thy fresh troops of the emperor of Russia 
made one fourth of this complement, and were commanded 
by Suwarrow, the conqueror of Praga, the suburb of War- 
saw. The Russiim ^noml was destined to act in Italy, as a 
theatre where the couritL'e of the Auitrktis niiyht hi: damped 
by the memory of rrwi: disasters. Hitherto ihe neutrality 
of Switzerland had obliged the tide of war to respect and 
roll on either side of her rocky barrier. But Ihe French had 
now usurped the country ; and as, by a pedantic rule in the 
military theory of (he day, since disproved, the power that 
possessed the mountains and the sources of rivers could easily 
master the plain at their feet, and the streams traversing 
them, the prime object of Ihe belli! grants was to dispute with 
each other the higher Alps. With this view, Austria col- 
lected two armies in the eastern frontier of Switzerland, in 
the Tyrol, and amongst the (Jrisuns, who kid called for their 
aid ; whilst the archduke Charles, with another in Bavaria, 
menaced at once the upper Rhine and the Swiss frontier on 
the north. To oppose these armies, Massena, early in March, 
invaded the lirisou country, and drove the Austrians from 
the valley of the Rhine, which lie occupied from the lake of 
Constance to St Gothard. Jourdan, at the same time, ad- 
vanced against the archduke Charles, and posted his army 
betwixt the lake of Constance and the Danube. 

Here the first blow was struck. The archduke was more 
than a match for his old antagonist. He attacked the French, 
iri a weak point of their line, forced it, and compelled Jour- 
dan to retreat. The latter sought to take his revenge at 
Stochich. His chief attempt was directed against the arch- 
duke's right, and Soult succeeded at first in driving it before 
him ; but, reinforced, it stood its ground. Prince Charles, 
himself! charged at the head of his cavalry, and after a stub- 
born contest the French gave way, and suffered a defeat 
The army of Jourdan, in consequence, retired behind the 
Rhine. In Italy, at the same time, Scherer experienced like 
success. If the directory had sought out a commander tc 
act as a foil to Bonaparte on the theatre of that general's ex- 
ploits, it could not have chosen otherwise. Scherer, instead 
of passing the Adi:r«, loaoienvred with va<rii(; intention; Was 
beaten by Kray ; and driven back, in a short month's time, to 
the Uglio and the Adda ; where, conscious of his incapacity, 
he yielded up the command to Moreau. But it was too late 
for this able general to retrieve tin: campaign. Suwarrow 
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had arrived with his Russians. He forced the passage of the 
Adda, defeated the French, and, surrounding one of their di- 
visions, compelled it to surrender. Moreau, however, man- 
oeuvred, and took post in the Apennines, to await the coming 
of Macdonald, who had evacuated Naples and Rome, and 
was advancing to the aid of his comrades in northern Italy. 
Betwixt these two generals a plan was formed : Moreau, de- 
ceiving Suwarrow, was to cross the Apennines, and descend 
into the plain near Piacenza; Macdonald, from the south of 
Genoa, was also to cross the mountains in the same direction, 
and to form a junction with Moreau, when the combined 
army hoped to fall on the rear of the Austrians, surprise their 
scattered corps, and destroy one after the other. The junc- 
tion never took place ; whether owing to Moroni's tardiness, 
or to Macdonald's rash haste and impetuosity, has not clearly 
been decided. The latter, issuing alone from the mountains, 
routed the first Austrian corps with which he came in con- 
tact. But Suwarrow, who had divined Moreau's intentions, 
hail retrograded to oppose them ; and Macdonald found him- 
self on the banks of the Tnibbia, in presence of an over- 
whdmiuir force of Austrians and Russians. Retreat would 
have been prudent ; but Macdonald stood his ground, and 
gave battle to Suwarrow. It was renewed for three succes- 
sive days,— the 17th, 18th, and 19th of June ; and even the 
night brought no cessation to the carnage. The Polish le- 
gion, under Dombrowski, was here destroyed almost to a man. 
The French were defeated with great loss, not a general 
officer escaping without a wound. 

Disasters came thick on every side. In Germany and 
Italy the French had been routed. Even in Switzerland 
Massena had abandoned the line of the Rhine, and had re- 
treated to that of the Lint and the Limmat, streams in con- 
tinuation of the lake of Zurich. An English and Russian 
army had made good a descent upon Holland. La Vendee 
and the Chouans showed symptoms of another insurrection. 
On the directory fell the blame of these evil fortunes. Every 
class joined in execrating it : the royalists in silent indigna- 
tion. The military attributed to the lawyers, as they called 
the directors, the weakness and disorganization of the armies. 
The patriots declared, with truth, that the government was 
as imbecile and powerless abroad, as it was violent and tyran- 
nical at home. To submit to dictatorial rule, and yet not 
find in it energy sufficient to repulse the foreign enemy, was 
disgraceful and insufferable. If the directory in Fruetidor 
had triumphed over a parliamentary opposition, it was by the 
aid of the army which it hud s.'iit to victory, and in the midst 
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of theil triumph and successes, which naturally strengthen 
governments; but now, whoa every day brought tidings of 
defeat, and when the soldiery were as indignant as the people 
against the directory, a coup d'etat, or stroke of violence, be- 
came no longer possible for them to effect. The period ar- 
rived for new elections. They were universally democratic ; 
but the directory dared no longer to cancel them, and adjudge 
the right ofsitting as deputies to their own defeated candi- 
dates. ■ A powerful majority declared against them in the 
council of ancients and of the five hundred, no longer consti- 
tutional and royalist, as in Fructidor, but constitutional and 
democratic. The lot for quitting the directory felling on 
Reobel, the noted Sieyes was chosen in his place. Succes- 
sive attacks now took place against the old members and 
Bpirit of the government; Barrus, however, being excepted, — 
that flexible politician having made his peace with the oppo- 
sition. The directory was deprived of its dictatorial power, 
— of its right of suppressing journals; and public opinion, 
thus regaining its organ, became trebly powerful. The ma- 
jority of the legislature determined to force the three direct- 
ors hostile to it to give in their resignations. A commission 
was appointed, a report demanded of the state of the nation, 
and menaces of proceeding to extremes went as far as par- 
liamentary vigor would admit. The old directors, supported 
by La rev oil lore, remained obstinate. They invoked the con- 
stitution, and their inviolability thereby decreed; but the an- 
swer was prompt and apt. They had violated the constitution 
to support themselves in Fructidor. On similar grounds of 
expediency, it might be violated to their prejudice: they 
were forced to resign. Bucos, Moulins, and Gohier were ap- 
pointed in their plaee. The two last were democrats attach- 
ed to the dictatorial system, but became ciphers; since Du- 
ces, united with Sieyes and Barras, formed a majority in- 
spired by moderate but vague views, determined, indeed, to 
carry on as yet the government on the present system, but 
despairing of that system, which experiment, had so fully 
proved incapable of establishing either freedom and order in 
peace, or success in war. 

A new administration always endeavors to signalize itself 
by vigor; and the present, possessed of the legislative ma- 
jority, were not checked by the extravagance of the measures 
which they proposed. A forced loan, an extension of the 
conscription law, lilled at unci-; tin: armies and the coffers of 
the state, whilst the law of hostages, rendering all the nobles 
of a province answerable for its tranquillity, compiled them 
to exert themselves to put down insurrection, Barras ic- 
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doubled his zeal in his peculiar department, the police ; he 
appointed ilia creature, Foiithi":. to preside over iL To the 
discernment of Barras, France owes the advancement of 
Bonaparto, Talleyrand, and Fouche: the three names tell 
ufficiently his discernment 
The young Joubert, in whom the directory hoped to raise 
rival to Bonaparte, was now commissioned to take the 
command in Italy against Suwarrow. Like the general 
whom he sought to emulate, his marriage was simultaneous 
with and accessory to his appointment "To conquer or 
perish," was his parting promise: to. his young bride. He 
crossed the Alps with reinforcements; .rallying the remains 
if Moreau's anil Macdormld's force. But he was still far in- 
ferior in number to-Suwarrow; to whom Mantua, and all the 
fortresses of southern Italy, had already surrendered. Jou- 
bert, however, bent more on acting a heroic part than anxious 
to defend his country, gave the Russian general battle at 
Novi. It was fought on tin: lfil.li of August with obstinacy 
and slaughter, but with little skill on either side. Suwarrow, 
with superior forces, attacked on every point. Joubert ad- 
vanced to the front to support and encourage his men, when 
a ball struck him to the heart. His dying word bade his 
soldiers advance, but in vain. Marca.ii again resumed the 
command, and only succeeded in bringing off' a defeated and 
shattered army. Thus Italy was lost In the campaign of a 
few months. 

It was a few days after the battle of Novi that Bonaparte 
left Egypt to return to France. In the spring the Turks had 
menaced him with two armies, — one from Syria. This, with 
his usual promptitude, he marched in February to anticipate, 
crossing the Desert, and penetrating without opposition into 
Syria. Jaffa he took by storm. A part of the garrison had 
retreated into large habitations, and prepared for an obstinate 
defence. The general's aide-de-camp promised them quarter, 
upon which they laid down their arms. The countenance 
of Bonaparte fell, on beholding this long train of prisoners. 
" What should I do with them i" exclaimed he in anger to 
the aide-de-camp. He had not provisions for his own troops. 
To retain prisoners was impossible. To set them free was to 
place so many enemies on his flank. Yet this last should 
have been nobly resolved on. Bonaparte hesitated. But on 
the third day the prisoners were marched out, to the number 
of several thousands, to the beach, and shot in cold blood, 
some few escaping who swam nut to sea. The soldiers made 
signs of reconciliation to thus,? wretched men. induced them 
Lo apprmch the shore, and there mercilesslv shot and slew 
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them. This last act strikes us as one of the greatest blots 
on the character of French soldiers. The general might 
olead necessity. But here the soldier, of his free will and 
caprice, emulated all the atrocity of the Parisian Septem- 
briser's. 

Immediately after this, the French were checked before 
the walls of Acre. They formed in vain the siege. The 
ibrociou.-i Djezznr commanded within, and .Sir Sidney Smith 
aided him with cannon, and at need with sailors to work 
them. The Turkish army in the meantime advanced, sur- 
prised and surrounded Kleber at Mount Tabor; hut thai 
general kept them at bay, till Bonaparte came to his rescue, 
surrounded the Moslems in turn, routed and slaughtered 
them. Acre, despite this victory, was impregnable; aftei 
relented efforts, and the loss of the bravest officers, the 
French were obliged to retreat. In passing by Jaffa,* an- 
other instance occurred of Bonaparte's placing himself above 
the common principles of morality. He proposed to admin- 
ister strong doses of opium to Ilioso inriimbly afflicted with 
the plague. A system of mercy daily applied to animals he 
ibouinit mirrhl. lie extended to human lite. The surgeons re- 
coiled at a theory of mercy that might he taken for murder. 
In this instance, as in the more guilty ones of Jaffa, and the 
due d'Enghien, the influence of the revolution is seen. Bo- 
naparte was not naturally either a monster, or even a cruel 
man. But he had started to manhood at a time when the 
universal mind of France presented a tabula rasa of all 
principle, moral and religious. The great doctrine of expe- 
liency had heen preached and hallowed by the revolution, 
die energy of which was theo, and is still, largely admired, 
and the grand successes of which, as well as its many salu- 
tary consequence!:, wore cniisidcri'd to hallow, if not Its crimes, 
at least to excuse liic nrincipii' which generated them. 

Returning to Egypt, Bonaparte had to contend with the 
insurrection of the Arabs, and the discontented projects of 
his own troops. In July a Turkish army landed at Aboukir : 
the general hastened to attack it. The Moslems showed 
their wonted valor, repulsed his first effort, till, assaulted 
again whilst busied in decapitating the slain, they were 
driven back in disorder. Muru.t with his cavalry penetrated 
amongst them, sabred multitudes, and drove the rest into the 
bay of Aboukir. The sea was strewn with turhans. Having 
thus wiped off the disgrace of Acre, Bonaparte, whose object 
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was not to vegetate in Ei'ypt, prepared to leave his army 
secretly, and repair to France. From gazettes furnished 
him by the English admiral he learned the victories of Su- 
warrow and the iircluluke Charley the disgrace and anarchy 
of France. The field was opened to him as a restorer. Feel- 
ings of indigiuun. pnl rioti^n l inspired him, no doubt; but 
ihose of saltish ambition mingled with them. "The pear 
was now ripe:" in short, usurpation was no longer an impos- 
sibility. He ordered two frigates to be prepared, and in one 
of them he embarked, on the 23d of August, taking a fare- 
well of his army merely through the medium of a proclama- 
tion, leaving to Kleber the command, with ftlenou as his lieu- 
tenant With him he brought his most trusty generals, the 
necessary instruments of his fortune. Having narrowly es- 
Eii]n:d the British cruisers, he landed near Frejus on the 9th 
dF October. 

But ere following the pursuit of fortune in his bold and 
successful stroke fin- sovereignty, we must recount the last 
military events of the republic, those which took place in 
Holland and Switzerland. An English and Dutch army, 
under the duke of York, had disembarked at the Helder, the 
narrow point on which the peninsula of Holland terminates. 
The archduke Charles, in his Memoirs, has amply shown the 
:;o;iele.ss nature of these expeditions, commenced from a single 
point, with no retreat or support secured, but such as ship- 
ping can afford. However victorious in many eueoiiiii.oir, 
the duke of York was unable to force the position defended 
oy Brune, was obliged to retreat, and evacuate the country. 
I'he British, however, gained an important object, the capture 
of the whole Dutch fleet in the Texel. 

In Switzerland, Massena behind the Limmat, the lake of 
Zurich, and the Lint, was pressed and held in check by the 
archduke Charles. But this very prince hesitated to attack 
so active an opponent v, it.koii". the opportunity of advantage. 
The council at Vienna, impatient, deemed that the impetu- 
ous Russians would not with more vigor, and drive Mn^siiiLi 
from the Alps, as they had e\oelled Scherer, Macdonald, and 
Joubert from Italy. Suwarrow and his Russians were order- 
ed accordingly to march into Switzerland; whilst Korsakow, 
another Russian general, with an army of his nation, took 
the post of the arehduke Charles upon the Limmat. Nothing 
is more dangerous than the change of troops before an active 
enemy: it was the opportunity that the great Frederie. loved 
so much to take advantage of; and Massena now followed 
his examnle. Mustering nearly 40,000 men, whilst Korea- 
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kow as yet numbered but 25,000, the French general crossed 
the Limmat, anil mil ir.ioated the ltuwians' design of assuming 
the offensive. With this view, Korsakow had concentrated 
his troops in Zurich. Massena attacked the town on both 
sides, and a desperate engagement took place in the suburbs 
and streets, murderous for the inhabitants as for the combat 
ants: the famous Lavater was one of the victims. A grea 
body of the Russians forced their way through the French ; 
but more than one half of the army of Korsakow was either 
taken or slain. Soult, on the Lint, was only less decisively 
successful, because less lA^tintitely opposed. These actions 
took place towards the close of September, whilst Suwarrow 
was forcing the passage of Mount St GotbanL He hoped 
to come on the flank of the French, whilst they were press- 
ed in front; but when Suwarrow arrived in the valley, his 
allies were repulsed, and he himself in imminent jeopardy. 
Accustomed to victory, he was now compelled to retreat, 
even ere he could fight, — and such a retreat! — for which 
shepherds' tracks over the highest ranges of Alps offered the 
only passage. Massena had scarcely need of tiring a gun. 
The march and its privations diminished the army of Su- 
warrow as much as the battle of Zurich had lessened that of 
Korsakow. Often the Russian soldiers refused to advance 
through these stupendous and frigid regions; the general 
would then cause a pit to 1)3 dug, fling himself into it, and 
desire his army to march over his body, and desert in these 
solitudes the commander that had so often led them to victory 
Nor were the French idle: at the Devil's Bridge, which they 
broke, — at Kloenthal, and in many a perilous defile, Mas- 
sena's lieulenanta attacked and slaughtered the discomfited 
Russians, who lost two thirds of of their numbers on their 
route from St. Gntkird to the Grisons. The reconqueror of 
Italy, Suwarrow, was indignant with the Austrians, who had 
laid a trap, he asserted, tor his fair fame. He considered 
himself betrayed, broke his sword in resentment, and resign- 
ed all command in disgust, vowing never more to serve with 
the Imperialists. 

While Massena was thus rescuing the republic from peril, 
and Bonaparte crossing the sea to its support, as he asserted, 
the new directory was essaying to govern the state. Parties 
had changed, and fallen into such a state of confusion, that it 
is very difficult to mark their opinions and divisions. The old 
directory, a pure regicide elan, had been ousted from their 
dictatorship, by a majority of the legislature; hut this very 
majority c insisted '■(' (v.u niirtios. r I jh • m.xler.ites and the dem- 
ocrats: th '. In'tiT attachei! tii the pres 
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former adhering to it for the moment, but c. minced that it 
hail failed as an experiment, and required modification. These 
opinions within the legislature were exa im orated by their 
respective partisans without. The anarchists, or extreme 
democrats, met again in club in the very hall of the old con- 
ventioa, and menaced a renewal of the Jacobins. The mod- 
erates among the people had an equal dread of the terrorists 
and contempt for the directory. Baffled themselves in their 
open and insurrectionary attempt to put dqwn both, they were 
ready to applaud the bold personage that would effect this 
revolution. 

The legislative councils were somewhat at variance: the 
moderates were the stronger in the ancients, the democrats 
in the five hundred. In the directory, Sieyes and Ducos were 
of the former interest, Gohier and Moulins of the latter; they 
paralyzed each other: it was evident that five was a number 
too great to form an executive. Barras, however, joined for 
the time with Sieyes and Ducos; Mini these, aided by the 
majority of the ancients, shut up the club of the Manege or 
new Jacobins, and deferred at lua.sl. the re\ n nl of anarchy. 

Amidst the last agony of the republican form of govern- 
ment, Bonaparte reached the shores of 1'rovetice. The inhab- 
itants, dreading invasion, received the hero as their deliverer : 
they rushed on board his vessel to welcome him; and thus 
forced him to dispone with fhr> laws of quarantine. His hur- 
ried journey to Paris allowed him opportunity to behold to 
what a wretched state the dictatorial regime had reduced 
France. Not to speak of their defeats, the loss of Italy, and 
all tli e advantages of Campo Formio, the provinces wore in 
the most disorganized suite, the roads were infested with rob- 
bers; by the law of hostages, all who were even nobly related 
were obliged to hide in terror, or else join insurgent bands. 
The rich were vexed wiih the Mime exactions that the panic 
and menaced invasion of the early part of the revolution had 
excused. Whatever difference there might be in the senti- 
ments of the capital, those of the provinces were unanimous 
in hailing any government that might supersede the directory. 

Every statesman of experience or cnlifditened views had 
already ad aiittet: tin: neoessitv of a elian^e": many had looked 
towards a monarchy. Burras treated 'with the Bourbons: 
Sieyes had said repeatedly, this!, the chief thing wanting was 
ahead; he is even accused of having meditated to give the 
Chief rule to the duke of .firmi^wiek or u liireign prince: hut 
all the hand of mtd'iucrittj tUitstraJ: d would not hear of any 
such proposal. They were sincerely and interestedly demo- 
crats. The system which took a did! lawyer from the bar, 
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and placed him rai the throne, suited tliem perfectly. Gohier, 
one of these me], could not but think the directorial constitu- 
tion an adiiiiiulile specie* i;( government. 

Osi his arrival, Bonaparte reiiiured "o tin; Luxembourg;. The 
directory praised, and chid, and showed great fear of him. He 
shot himself up in his modest mansion of the rue Chantereine 
in vain. He was the loadstone which drew to it all authority 
and ambition. Ministers, generals, deputies, — those in place 
l» preserve it, those out of place to gain it, — all flocked to 
general Bonaparte* All parlies made overtures to him, — 
the very democrats who sought in him an instrument. The 
iooderat.es sousrht I he same, but were likely to be more grate- 
ful. Not to have picked up the fragments of sovereign power 
that thus crumbled and fell before him, would have been (he 
act not of disinterestedness but absurdity. The Country had 
shown itself incapable of establishing 1 , of tolerating, or of be- 
ing ruled by, a free government. To bestow upon it one ol 
unity and vigor was, in the present state of things, an act of 
necessity; it might have been one of patriotism. Ambition 
mingled with both in the mind of Bonaparte. 

He look several days to fix and mature his purposes. The 
democrats and moderates struggled to possess him. His 
past acts in the revolution rnelmed him to the former. His 
brother Lucien was chosen, out of compliment to him, presi- 
dent of the five hundred, where they prevailed. Through 
tliis party, then, Bonaparte proposed to become dictator in the 
place of Sieves; but when he sounded Gohier and JMoulins 
as to this his really not arrogant pretension, those pragmatic 
blockheads objected on the ground of the law which forbade 
a director to be under forty. lie hinted the facility of getting 
a dispensation voted. They persisted, not seeing the inevita- 
ble consequences of their obstinacy. Bonaparte instantly 
joined the moderates aod Sir yes, and planned with them a 
change not only in the members but in the form of govern- 
ment. The moderates, however, and Sieves himself, entered 
into this not with the view of abolishing the republic, and es- 
tablishing a despotism under Bonaparte, but merely for the 
sake of new-mode! iiis;: the constitution. To effect this, it was 
necessary to commence with a nmjt <l't-U;\ or revolution, and 
to follow it up with a monstrous dictatorship. Both these had 
occurred, and followed each other in and after the lSth b'rtic- 
tidor. Why misfit not the same extreme measures be enf- 
ployed now 1 Barras and Reubel had, however, then but the 
conditional support of the army. Bonaparte, on the contrary, 
was the very represenlat've and hero of the military interest. 

The chief exertions ot he latter were employed" to make 
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sure of the military. On the inferior officers lie. might reckon 
but three of the generals were too republican, or too high in 
rank, to stoop to a comrade. These were, Eernadotte, Auge- 
reau, anil Moreau. Augerenu, however, was a hot-headed 
blunderer: Moreau, an irresolute man, discontented with tin; 
directory, allowed himself to be neutralized, if not won ; and 
even Bernadotte, the most stubborn, however stoutly he argued 
against Bonaparte, was stilled, or awed, or duped^ by his ;ul 

The 18th Brumaire (9th of November) was the day fixed 
for the revolution. Bonaparte had summoned all the generals 
and officers in Paris to an early breakfast. Tt was a'kinrl of 
levee; regiments were to be reviewed, &c. The three di- 
rectors, Barras, JHoulins, and Gohier, were kept ignorant of 
the plot, — an important point, us the throe inhabiting the same 
palace, that of the Luxembourg, formed a majority, and might 
act. The first step, however, had ail the: farms of legality. 
The council of ancients in the interest of Sieyes met at six 
in the morning, and passed the premeditated decree removing 
the sittings of the legislative body to St. Cloud, and charging 
general Bonaparte with the command of the troops in the 
(;!|hita.l, in order to protect and see to their defence. 

This decree was brought to Bonaparte in the midst of his 
levee. He showed it to the officers around, and addressed 
them. He seized the rough Lefebvre, presented him with a 
sabre, and won upon him by a few magic words. A decree 
of the legislative assembly was sufficient to tie down Moreau 
to obedience. Bernadotte alone demurred, and departed, but 
not till he had given a promise not to raise agitations, harangue 
the soldiers, or in short act, unless legally summoned ; and 
the latter was impossible. Thus sure of the military, Bona- 
parte rode to the Tm'llcries, reviewed his troops, and watched 
the least disturbance. Talleyrand had been sent to induce 
Barras to resign, whilst the latter had sent his secretary, 
Jtottot, to the Tuilleries to collect tidings. Bottot was brought 
to Bonaparte, who expecting a remonstrance from the directo- 
rial emissary, apostrophized him thus, as if he were address- 
ing the directory itself: — 

" What have ye done with the France which I left sc 
brilliant? 1 left you peace, and I find war, — victories, and 1 
find reverses; 1 lei), you the millions of Italy, and I find bu 
spoliation and misery. Where are ihe hundred thousand sol 
diers, my companions in glory '—They are dead !" 

This was spoken to excite toe officers r.i'uimd, in fear that 
lie should be obliged to march upon the Luxembourg, which 
he was preparing to do: but the obsequiousness of Barras 
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rendered this unnecessary. Talleyrand, Bonaparte's envoy to 
him, promised the veteran director oblivion lor the past, wealth 

and impunity for the future. JSarras signed his resignation, 
and left the capital for his country-house, escorted liv drasocns. 
As to the imbecile Mouliris ami Coiner, lionapart.e ordered 
them to be guarded in the Luxembourg, and, as if to impli- 
cate or make a lukewarm friend, he charged Moroau with 
this office. 

A.i Hic"-_v.-T!5j and Ducos had also resigned, the directory w;ts 
now virtually dissolved. .It remained 1o replace it as legally 
as might be done with a new executive. On the morrow, the 
19th Brumaire, the members of the two councils met at St. 
Cloud. Bonaparte had occupied the road and the environs 
of the chateau with troops: but his project was still far from 
accomplished. The democrat majority of the five hundred 
were indignant, and prepared for extremities. The moderate 
majority of the ancients wavered, and began to be afraid of 
their own act, and the intentions of Bonaparte. When they 
met, there was the greatest agitation. The first act of the five 
hundred was to force its members to swear fidelity to the con- 
stitution, — a mock oath for the fellow- pi otters of Bonaparte. 
The general, informed of this dangerous spirit of opposition, 
resolved to lace and put it down if possible by his presence. 
Surrounded by his staff, he entered first the council of ancients, 
and addressed" t.iieir president; but in maimer and with lan- 
guage so confused, as to make his partisans despair of their 
hero. "Representatives," said he, "you are on a volcano. I 
was tranquil yesterday, when your decree was brought me, 
and I have flown with my comrades to your aid. On this ac- 
count I am now recompensed r.iih calumnies. I am called a 
Cromwell and a Caesar. If such were my character or my 
intention, I had no need of coming here." lie then mentioned 
the resignation of the directors, the distress of the country, 
the agitated state of the council of five hundred, on which he 
said there was no dependence. He besought the ancients i<; 
save the revolution, liberty, and equality. "And the consti- 
tution :'' exclaimed a member. 

"The constitution!" repeated Bonaparte, pausing, and col- 
lecting vin'or: "I tell yon. you have no constitution. You 
violated it in Fructidor, in Floreal, and Prai rial, when you 
seized and condemned by ibrce half (.he national representa- 
tives, — when you annulled the popular elections, — when you 
forced three directors to resign. The constitution, forsooth! 
— a name at onee. invoked and vio'ated by every faction. 
What force ?an it possess, when i f ims erased to command 
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even respect ' The government, il you would have such a 
thing, must lie refixed on a new base." 

Having thus proved the justice rind necessity of the revo- 
lution, he proceeded 1o promise its sjicccss, mid reassure the 
timidity of the ancients. He pointed to the glittering bayo- 
nets of his soldiers, and added, l!i;il "he wis accompanied by 
llie God of fortune and of war." 

The ancients applauded this speech ; and, satisfied with the 
effect produced, lloiiKw.rte hurraed to the other wing of the 
chateau, where, in the Orangery, the five hundred were kin- 
dling in zeal. Here he thought fit to leave his staff behind, 
and advanced into the hall ; the grenadiers who followed him 
remaining at the door. Had this assembly calmly beard him, 
and then voted him traitor or outlaw, his career might have 
closed; for Jourdan and Augereau were both without, and 
might have withheld t,';e soldiers. Ent the choleric deputies 
sprang from their seats at the sight of lionaoarte, surrounded 
anil apostrophized him; collared, hustled him, tore his coat, 
and brandished knives even. The grenadiers ran to his rescue, 
seized, and bore him out of the throng. " Let us outlaw him>! 
A vote of outlawry !" was the instant cry of the assembly: 
"let him be treated as Robespierre was!" Lucienlionaparie, 
who fortunately happened to be president, refused, however, 
to put tills decree to the vote. He resisted, gained lime, and 
at. length, divesting himself of his toga, was borne out by 
grenadiers whom !\a.poiemi had sent, to his rescue. Lucien 
bite showed iiir mere presence of mind than his brother. He 
sprung on horseback, harangued the troops, told them that the 
majority of the five hundred were held in terror by a few 
democrats, armed with poniards, who menaced them, and who 
attempted to assassinate their general. This declaration of 
the president was imposing; and the troops answered with 
aeel am aliens to Bonaparte's demand of " Might he count on 
them!" A company of grenadiers was instantly ordered to 
clear the Orangery. They advanced from one end to the 
other with bayonets fixed, the deputies escaping by the win- 
dows, and through the woods; leaving, not unsuitably, their 
Roman togas in Fragments upon every bush. 

On the evening of this day the council of ancients and 
about fifty members of the scattered five hundred passed a 
decree abolishing the directory, establishing in its plane three 
consuls, as a provision;)! jpivorn merit, which, in concert with 
two committees eliosr-n frosn each council, and destined tc 
replace it, was an horized to prepare a new constitution. 
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CHAP. VII. 
1799—1804. 



The revolution now closed its agitated career almost in the 

Eint from whence it had set out,— in despotism. To judge, 
: us retrace its course. Under Louis XVI., the monarchy 
had readied the last stage of imbecility. The unprivileged 

classes, the j'n-iit m.-t^H of the ilii.1 ion, 1ml lung arrived Bt the 
maximum of pomilution and wealth that the oppressive 
regime permitted. About one-third of the lands of the king- 
dom possessed by them, were burdened with the whole weight 
of the taxes. Commercial industry was confined, as in Tur- 
key, to mere frugality. The laborer.-, like the Irish of our 
day, barely fed in times of plenty and of employment, were 
reduced to starve in others, and crowded into towns to beg, 
where, losing the simplicity of rustic halms, they became the 
demoralized race that the revolution found them. The con- 
dition of the higher ranks was not better. The more frivo- 
lous portion enjoyed the congenial atmosphere of the court; 
but the proud, the talented, the intellectual noble spurned 
the system that shut him out from all honorable employment 
or ambition. To be fed and pmpered in idleness was the 
noble's lot. Perchance lie illicit he a warrior, but to be a 
statesman or philanthropist, was denied. The nubility, in con- 
sequence, turned lo dissipation, as well :is to tlie cultivation 
of mind in the only path allowed, that of wit and letters : the 
latter was their business, the former their amusement. We 
have seen the spirit that came of it,— a hlijiliting, a sarcastic, 
demoralizing view of lite, of humanity, and all its finer at- 
tributes. Religion, ehaslity, public virtue, tell before its 
breath. Men of letters sprung from the middle ranks were 
adopted into this blijh society; am! they became expounders 
and aposlles of this epicurean school of modern and polite 
times. Their writings communicated it to the middle class; 
from them its worst particles dropped lower down, and dip 
("used the infection even among the rabble. The principal 
truth to remark is, that this began with the noblesse. Afflu- 
ence, idleness, ami intellect, always beget epicureanism. 

This opinion and view of tilings obtained universal hold of 
society. And even those iipriu-lit mid enlightened minds that 
protested against Its extreme conclusions, were forced to ad- 
mit the absurdities and defects which their brethren pointed 
out as but samples of a corrupt whole. Thus the legists, ivhn 
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held firm to the truths of religion, and the principles of mon- 
archy, led the way in resisting both royalty and priesthood in 
what they considered nsurpiition, bigotry, a:i(l injustice. Be- 
lore tins array of public opinion, Louis XVI., pressed at. I.lie 
same time by the pecuniary necessities of his government, 
prepared to bow. He appealed first to the noblesse ; hut, un 
accustomed to public aliiiirs. without it p::!h.ieal education, they 
would not yield their privileges, and could neither afford aid 
nor counsel. The king was driven to have recourse to the 
commons. To his call, re-echoed through a press for the first 
Uue loll free, the nation started up, zealous, delighted, weli 
intentioned; but, as was inevitable to a mass starting from 
oppression, ignorance, and nonentity, it was also suspicious, 
inflammable, and blind. Then tho coiiserviLi.ivc principles of 
monarchy were ail shaken; loyalty and religion had ceased 
to influence ; whilst the conservative principle of free gov- 
ernments, respect for a representative body, had not yet taken 

Louis and his ministers, with the best intentions, made now 
the grossest blunders.- Neither monarch nor assembly saw 
three days before them. The most essential regulations were 
left to be decided by chance or force. The ignorance arid in- 
capacity "that despotism hint be^oii.eii," precipitated the fall 
of even legitimate monarchy, which now sunk beloW the 
point where it could breathe or exist. A death-quarrel be- 
twixt the revolution on one side, the king and privileged classes 
on the other, became inevitable. It was carried on secretly 
by the latter; end the mob, to oppose them, were called into 
insurrection. Their atrocities and crimes produced disgust, 
andthefirst class of revolutionists, the lettered and liberal, 
recoiled towards monarchy. They wanted energy and union; 
they were disdained by the courtiers, to whom they sought to 
rally. The popular leaders triumphed, and the liberal aris- 
tocracy anil their allies were obliged to follow the courtierw 
ii id absolutists into exile. 

At this period, one gross fault rendered all sensible projects 
idle. Tliis was the idea that Louis XVI. could reign with- 
out any of the attributes of royalty. The leaders of the revo- 
lution wanting the good sense and justice to leave him these, 
it was a fatal relic of respect (or him, that, still kept him at 
(he head of the government Had he been dethroned a year 
sooner, a republic might have been possible ; and a republic 
is better than anarchy. The delay, i.lie passions and factions 
excited by the monarch's name, ami by his constitutional re- 
sistance, produced a state of excitement too great Ibr freedom 
le live in. His presence kept the sore of revolution open. 



Jy Google 



If/1 

which else might have been healed. And when at last de- 
throned, parties had become too exasperated in the combat, 
to think of aught else th:sn security ami vengeance. Free- 
dom was lost sight of In the quarrel which ensued, the na- 
tional representation was violated; and from that hour the 
whole aim of the revolution was lost. The representative 
system is like chastity ; once injured, it can never hope to be 
respected. Insurrection follows insurrection, coup d'etat suc- 
ceeds coup d'etat. The reign of force commences when the 
reign of law is overthrown. Aught like a constitution be- 
comes impracticab!<.'. because its only possible sanction has 
been destroyed. And the nation, in search of order or estab- 
lished government, can recur to the principles of monarchy 
alone. There are but the two sources, the two principles. 
Neglect the one if you will; but in that case cling to the 
other. If both be Spumed by a people, terror ami do-pot ism 
alone can govern tliat people. The French found this emi- 
nently true; for, from the :11st of .\hiy, \~;\H, in which the 
Girondists were expeiied, and the inviolability of the national 
representatives infringed, tJiere was only a continued alterna- 
tion of dictatorships and anarchy, until Bonaparte closed it 
by the final establishment of his own power. 

The French historians, must, attached to the revolution — 
Thiers is. of the number — display unbounded admiration lor 
the directory. They eall its system republican, and affect to 
deplore in its fall the decline of freedom. The directory ap- 
pears to us the most contemptible and arbitrary of all the 
successive governments of the revolution. It began in the 
usurpation of a faction, which it " as obliged to support by 
sets of violence, tor which it could not offer in excuse either 
the passions that actuated, or the public danger tbat menaced, 
the convention. It was the directory tbat first called in the 
army, and made the troops the janissaries of power. It first 
attributed to the executive full power over the press, and even 
over personal liberty. It parser! the conscription into a de- 
cree. It had its forced laws, its terrorist laws. It was fic- 
tion in all save energy and honesty. From its commencement 
to its close, Barras, that living sink of all vice and all crime, 
was its presiding spirit and tit representative. He organize*! 
the police, and found a chief in Fonche. It merely remained 
for Bonaparte to put himself in the piace ef these dissolute or 
imbecile directors, end moderate, not increase, the rigor of 
llle-laws by which they governed. The- French may flatter 
themselves, by pretending that they possessed freedom under 
the directory, and by charging Bonaparte with having made 
them slaves. Tint history eonlrailicts 1.1 1 em; the slaves were 
made to his hnnd. 
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Freedom, in fact, was not only extinct, and its revival hope- 
less, from the reasons above stated ; the generation capable 
of sustaining it was worn out. There were not men, scarcely 
one man, of honesty and taleuls, whereof to make a minister, 
much less a supreme governor. " Cela s'appelle des komtnes 
d'etat" said Bonaparte, alluding to Gohier. It was the mis- 
fortune of the revolution, that at its commencement, when 
talents and integrity abounded, experience, so necessary to 
give them effect, was wanting: and at its close, when tfie 
fruit of experience was plentifully gathered from an unparal- 
leled series of political phenomena, neither talent nor integ- 
rity remained to profit by it. Here that higher class which 
had been proscribed were wanted. Whatever difference of 
opinion may subsist respecting the aristocracy of birth and 
property, there can be none as regards the aristocracy of tal- 
ent and intellectual acquirement. Those 'at least are neces- 
sary to command, in any station, that respect which forms the 
bulwark of all political authority. A system of sanscullotism 
and terrorism had in France levelled all. It had swept away 
the better-born, sent all the talents of the bar to the scallnhl. 
and driven the rising generation to the camp and the battle- 
field; and there now really did not remain in civil society 
respectability sufficient to form a legislature or a government 
The revolution, like Saturn, had devoured its children. Its 
Jupiter alone escaped in Bonaparte. 

Whatever may have been the crimes and faults of this 
great man, we cannot consider usurpation as one. It was 
necessary — it was inevitable. When in ten years a nation, 
having conquered its foes, cannot organise liberty, — when it 
has let pass every opportunity for this, and thrown away all 
its means, despotism must close, at least, over that generation. 
The overwhelming tide of tyrannic power must pass over the 
vain labor, the passions, the factions of the time, levelling 
them all, and reducing them to merited oblivion; whilst to a 
forlorn race is reserved the opportunity for reattempting that 
great task, which the energy of evil passions may be requisite 
to commence, but which virtue and moderation, and a respect 
for laws human and divine, can alone worthily or lastingly 

Bonaparte, with his two partisans of the late directory, 
Bieyes and Ducos, were the provisional consuls charged with 
preparing the new constitution. Their first step was to instal 
themselves in the palace of the Luxembourg. Here, at their 
first council, Sieves disclosed the famed plan of government, 
which had been so burr coiicoctiuL' in silence, and which he 
now fully hoped to see realized. He systematically acknow- 
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ledged two principles of authority, the popular and the sove- 
reign. The former he eons1.iui;.ed in- censing the nation to 
divide itself into two classes, — the communal, or lower; the 
departmental, or higher : the people choosing their own no- 
tables, as it were, and re-electing them every two years. Out 
of thi» departmental list, a Tow more select, lists, emanating 
from it, came the council of state, the legislative body, and 
the tribunate. The sovereign source of authority, with Sieves, 
was his grand elector, whose office was solely to select a set 
ill" ministers, rind el council of state, with whom he was never 
to interfere. The council of state was thus the government. 
The tribunate, being the first notables of the people, was to 
take care of their r^ins, discuss measures and laws. But 
neither council nor tribunate could ;;ivi: uilidil.y to a measure 
or a law. These were to be presented to the legislative body, 
which was to pass or reject ibem without discussion, and more 
as a judicial court than as an assembly. To prevent the tri- 
bunate from participating too fully in the effervescence and 
¥>lemics of the people, its members were appointed for lite. 
his last provision rendered the plan of Sieyes a mockery of 
popular government ; whilst his grand elector, menaced with 
absorption if lie misbehaved, was too much a parody of the 
monarchical form. 

Sleye.s destined the palace of Versailles, and a large reve- 
nue, to his grand elector, and thought thus to tempt Bonaparte. 
" What man of spirit," replied the latter, " would consent to 
fatten like a pig, without respectability or power, in such a 
position V Bonaparte returned the compliment. He gave 
Sieyes a large sum of money, a splendid mansion and domain 
at Versailles, and sent him to fatten there like his own grand 
elector, arranging I lie constitution more to his mind. He be- 
gan not at the base of tire pyramid, but the apex. He estab- 
lished in the first place of power a first consul, possessed of 
the full executive power, with two others, merely allowed to 
deliberate and advise. The first consul appointed a senate, 
the senate a tribunate, the members of both for life, and all 
with handsome pensions. A more open and audacious scheme 
i)f despotism could not have been framed by (he sultan. Yet 
Bonaparte sent it for acceptation to the primary assemblies of 
France — the sevenil votes of winch, during the revolution, 
certainly do not furnish very strong arguments in favor of 
universal suffrage. The democratic constitution of 1793, the 
more recent constitution of the directory, bad been similarly 
submitted, and had each received the adhesion of upwards of 
millions of votes. -Vow Bonaparte's dictatorship acquired 
nearly four millions of \otes; so nf'.cnsive was his ponu- 
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larity, so profound the disgust of a republic. The consular 
constitution whs promulgated in the last days of 1799, and 
Bonaparte soon after left the too modes! Luxembourg for the 
Tuilleries. 

Wliilat yet only provisional cousol, Bonaparte had not beeu 
idle. The law of hostages and that of the forced loan had 
been repealed. A hasty list of pn.sunpiiuns drawn up against 
the most turbulent Jacobins was no sooner published than 
withdrawn. In the choice of ministers, talents were advanced, 
and tolerance shown to all opinions. Talleyrand, one of the 
liberal and old noblesse, was uo-ain reinstated as minister for 
foreign affairs. Louche kept the police. "Louche was a ter- 
rorist," objected Sieves. " Wo commence a new epoch," re- 
plied Bonaparte; "let us forget the crimes of the past, and 
remember merely the benefiis." Trio choice of (he two assist- 
ant consuls, Cambaceres and lie Brun, was approved of as 
moderate and wise. 

Upon his first assuming the office of chief magistrate of the 
state, Bonaparte sunk bin military pi-opeosities and character. 
Ho entered with novel delight upon the task of legislating 
and administering ; ri which those v. ho fcimv him esteem bis 
talents to have been full as eminent as in the field of battle or 
the campaign. His vanity, too, of which he had no inordinate 
measure, just as much as may be allowed to mingle with 
greatness, was pleased with the pomp of his station, and which 
he began to arrange early after the old regal standard. He 
lilted to act king; and lie look no small pleasure in announc- 
ing his accession to the generals and envoys of the republic, 
as well as to foreign states. 

His letter to the monarch of Great Britain rmist. he- consid- 
ered in this light. It was an announcement of his sovereignly ; 
being perfectly aware that at that epoch England would not 
seek peace on the terms that the first consul could grant. 
Lord Granville's reply, though of befitting spirit, was too ver- 
bose for pride, too vague for argument. It was really un- 
fortunate for Austria that she did not follow the advice of 
the archduke Charles, in making peace now in the hour 
of success. Her yielding would have obliged England to 
put an end to the war, and a treaty then would have been 
more favorable to the allies than that of Amiens proved. 
Engaged in tbe paths of peace, Bonaparte might not have 
found his new despotism, so tranquilly submitted to; and even 
he might have passed, like Barrae, had not the victory of 
Marengo placed the crown upon bis head. Austria, however, 
did not condescend to these cpiisidcTntirms. Her .imperial 
pride, sustained by British money, had resolved upon another 
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campaign, in which the fierce soldiers of Suwarrow were 1 
be ill replaced by German nnniinyent.-s from Bavaria and othe 
petty princes. The archduke Charles protested, lie saw ni 
wisdom in this zeal ; and lie was removed in consequence 



Previous to taking the field, Bonaparte determined to root 
out even the semblance of civil war. He summoned the Ven- 
dean and Chouan chiefs to Paris with fair promise of acconv 
modation. They had hopes, such as many entertained, of his 
acting Monk, and restoring the Bourbons,— an ides for from 
his intentions. Most of them submitted. The fiercest, Georges 
Cadoudal, Bonaparte sought to awe or win in a personal in- 
terview. But the Breton, true to the stubbornness of his pro- 
vincial character, only conceived a more deadly enmity towards 
the new dictator. 

" A new dynasty," says the French orators of the day, 
" must bo baptized in blood." Bonaparte felt so. He had need 
of a crowning yictory, not only for his country's but his own 
sake, and he was determined that it should be full and glori 
ous, opened by a gigantic march which was calculated as 
much to strike imaginations at home as to distress the Aus- 
trian. The first consul had dispatched Moreau to the Rhine. 
For his own purposes, an army, called that of reserve, was 
collected at Dijon, and organized by Berthier. His object 
was to recover Italy, which the Austrians now occupied to 
the foot of the Alps, with the exception cf Genoa, where 
Massena still held out, though pressed hard by famine, by the 
Austrians on land, and by an English fleet. Melos, com- 
mander of the imperial armies, had his quarters at Alexan- 
dria; his troops and views all directed towards the Savoy 
Alps in pursuit of Suchct, who was retreating over those 
mountains. Of meeting with the French general in uuy 
other direction he did not dream, and the name properly given 
to the army assembled at Dijon, that of reserve, indicated \:i; 
bolder inti;;ilii-in t.nati that iit'-U.- landing I in; course of the Rhine. 

The real views of Bonaparte were indeed too bold to have 
entered into the Austrian general's conception They were 
to traverse Switzerland with his army, by Geneva, its lake, 
and the valley of the Rhfine, to Martigny ; from thence to 
cross mount St. Bernard, and descend into the plains of Lom- 
bardy in the rear of Mdus. The communications of the Aus- 
trian would thus be cut off; all his plans deranged, his troops 
obliged to countermarch and take new positions; whilst a de- 
feat would be total ruin. To keep up the dread of his name 
by surprise was a no: her object with B'naparte, who knew the 
value of being ciginal in war. 
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On the 6th of May the first consul left Paris. 1 ie army 
sf Dijon, reinforced from the Rhine, and amounting to about 
40,(XtO men, marched into Switzerland. Mount St. Bernard 
was crossed oil the 20th, its passage by the gallant hosts 
forming one of the most picturesque feats in the annals of 
modern warfare. Mules and foot passengers alone traverse 
this Alpine road. The French placed their cannon in the 
hollowed trunks of trees, the men dragging them up the steep 
ascent. In May the winter ia still unmitigated in these re- 
gions. ■ The rigor of a northern clime, snow, and ice, and the 
lorment of the whirlwind, increased the dangers of the way. 
A large sum had been transmitted to the monks of the con- 
vent on the suit) i n if to pro* iile refresh in ems for the troops as 
they passed. But the consciousness of achieving the feat of 
Hannibal's army bore up both general and soldier; the divi 
sion which crossed the Simplon had perhaps more difficulties 
to encounter, passing deep fissures one by one, or clinging to 
a single cord. In issuing from mount St. Bernard, down into 
the valley of Aostft, the way is stopped by the little fort of 
Bard, under which the road runs. The troops might avoid it 
by clamhering round the hills; for the artillery this was im- 
possible. It was summoned, cannonaded, — in vain. The 
little street, however, being strewn with straw and branches 
of trees, the cannon were dragged past in the course of a 
dark night. Had the fort opened its fire on this night, and 
delayed the army longer, all the advantages of the hold march 
and meditated surprise would have been lost. Bonaparte fol- 
lowed the course of the Dora and the Po, entered Milan and 
I'avia, arid seized all the letters and communications passing 
betwixt Melas and Vienna. 

The Austrian general had already retrograded ; he could 
not credit the report of .Bonaparte's being in Italy. He sent 
a trusty messenger to learn; and the messenger for a thou- 
sand louis betrayed to the French a complete account of the 
force and positions of their enemy. What above all astonish- 
ed Melas was to hear the French cannon : how had they 
passed the Alps! Bonaparte's arrival at Milan, itself a tri- 
umph, and felt as such by his army, took place on the 2d of 
June. Moncey was to join him with reinforcements from 
the army of Switzerland. He in the mean time dispatched 
ins lieutenants to seize the towns on the Po, which was ef- 
fected. Murat in taking Piacenza intercepted a courier who 
bore tidings of the tall of Genoa. This misfortune left Bona- 
parte no object save that of marching upon Melas, and defeat- 
ing him in battle. .The Austrian general concentrated his 
force at Alexandria'; whilst Ott, his lieutenant, after having 
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reduced Genoa, marched to surprise the advanced posts of the 
French as they passed the Po. He was met by Lannes at 
Montebello, and a severe engagement ensued, the forerunner 

ol' the great one. Ott and O'lteilly lveru completely heaten 
by Lannes, and driven back upon Me'as. with the loss of 5000 
men. It was in memory of this action that Lannes afterwards 
bore the title of due de Montebello. 

The French army now advanced to Stadella, taking up on 
advantageous position in case of attack. It remained several 
days in these quarters, to allow Suchet time to close oh Melas 
from the rear, anil .Massena, with the liberated garrison of 
Genoa, to join from the south. The Austrians showed no sign 
of movement, and Bonaparte found that Melas might escape 
him by marching eiiher nortn Awards Turin, or south towards 
Genoa. Rather than allow this, he advanced into the plains 
of Marengo; thereby giving great advantage to his enemies, 
who were on the other side of the Bormida, at liberty to at- 
tack at their choice or defend the course of the stream. So 
little activity did Melas show, that Bonaparte's anxiety was 
increased lest he might escape to Genoa, and shut himself up 
there; where, with the English, masters of the sea, he might 
hold out an almost unlimited time. With this fear he detach- 
ed Desaix, just arrived from Egypt, on his left, to provide 
against and prevent any such movement of Melas, — a precau- 
tion that was near proving fatal to the French ; for the Aus- 
trian at the same moment had decided in a council of war 
that the only secure mode of reaching Genoa was to give bat- 
tle to the French. 

The morning of the 14th, destined by Melas for the attack, 
found the French not drawn up in line to receive them, but 
lU-kdloni, or thrown back, in separate divisions, with consid- 
erable intervals betwixt them, extending from Marengo, the 
village next the Bormida and the Austrians, and occupied by 
the French advanced guards, to their head-quarters at San 
Giuliano. The Austrians crossed the river by Ihree divisions 
and three bridges. One cause of the security of Bonaparte 
was the assurance l.lml tin.' principal nf these bridges had been 
broken. The Austrians' attack convinced him of the contrary; 
its first effort was against_ the French at Marengo. Instead 
of marching boldly to the "charge, (.he imperialists' deployed, 
planted batteries, and waited to effect by their fire what an 
assault might have accomplished. This afforded time to the 
French, and allowed liunapnrte time to recall Desaix. The 
right and left of tbo Aoslrian^'had scarcely an enemy to con- 
tend with. Chiefly composed of cavalry, they swept all ok 
stacles beforr them, and turning towards the centre at Ma- 
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rengo, completely expelled Uie enemy from thai village. At 
mid-day the plain of Marengo presented the spectacle of tlie 

French half in retreat; whole columns of wounded and strag- 
glers dragging to the rear, arid tiirowjiiif into confusion the 

ranks that still held firm. Seeir-s himself victorious at Ma- 
rengo, general Melas retired to Alexandria to write his dis- 
patches. He had already drafted from the field a considera- 
ble body of cavalry, which he deemed necessary to send in 
another direction against Sachet. Bonaparte at the same 
time was preparing to make a stand at San Giuliano, and 
ivi'iiirrfi trio deie/H. of tiie monnriL'. by ili/hring a fresh battle 

n tiie evening. Desaix joined him, and applauded his re- 
solve. The artillery was placed in one tremendous battery, 
commanding the hlyh ronil, along xvhich the Austrians ad- 
vanced in column, less to dispute than to seize a victory al- 
ready won. The imperialists were as imprudently confident 
as the French had been in the morning, and came a^ little 
prepared or marshalled ii>r a fierce strife. Honaparte rode 
along his newly formed line. " Soldiers, we have retreated 
enough tor to-day," said he, "you know it is my custom to 
sleep upon tin: field of battle." 

In the absence of Melas, Zach commanded the imperialists. 
He approached San Giuliano, when the battery unmasked, 
opened its fire; at the same time Desaix led on his fresh di- 
vision of infantry to the attack, on one side; whilst Keller- 
man, on the other, with a brigade of horse, watched the ajv 
pearance of breach or confusion in the linn ; and finding it, 
charged, cut through the column ; recharged and traversed it 
several times. The hear.l of the column was thus enveloped, 
and, with Zach himself; laid down its arms. The rest was 
routed and fled, communicating its panic to the fresh corps in 
the rear, which, had -they come up in lime, might have re- 
peated at San Giuliano the success of Marengo. Now all 
was lost. The imperialists fled [lell-rirell aeross the wide 
plain of Marengo to the bridges, pursued by their so lately 
routed but now victorious foes. Thus, the battle of Marengo, 
" so far lost at mid-day," says Savary, " that a charge of cav- 
alry would for ever have decided it, was restored, and gained 
by six o'clock in the evening." The brave Desaix in the 
moment '■!' his advance received a musket-ball in his heart. 
The charge of young Kellerman* was the decisive move- 
ment. The partisans of Bonaparte assert that the order is- 
sued from him. Keilerir.mi himself protested it was his own 
unsupported act ; and a siren if feeling of jealousy existed, in 
consequence, betwixt him and tl.e iir-1 eonsnl. " That charge 
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of yours was opjKirtune," observed Bonaparte after the battle, 
in rather a lukewarm tour; of praise. "Opportune indeed," 
replied the fiery little Jlellerman, " it has put the crown upor- 
your head." 

The consequences of this campaign of a Jew days were as 
important as those of the long struggle of 1796. An armis- 
tioe was agreed on, the terms of which were, that the Aus- 
tria ns should retire behind the Mincio; thus abandoning all 
the conquests of Suwarrow : besides, Genoa no sooner was 
retaken than resurrendered. France reaped, at a blow, her 
old superiority in the field ; and Bonaparte was marked anew 
by the hand of destiny as the candidate for the vacant throne. 
His return to Paris was one continued triumph. The whole 
population lined the roads: the In sn: ties of Lyons and Dijon 
crowded round him, at the risk of being trodden down by his 
steed. Paris was in equal tumult of admiration and joy. A 
short .time subsequent to his return occurred the lli.li of July, 
the anniversary of tin; federation, of the birth of freedom and 
the revolution. He feared not to celebrate it in the Champ 
de Mars. Here, where the deputies from all France had met 
to swear their solemn vows to liberty on the altar of the 
country, a military dictator now rode amidst his guard, bear- 
ing the Austrian colors taken at Marengo. The acclama- 
tions, the enthusiasm, nt cither enoch, was l!ic same; the ob- 
ject alone was different It had been then an abstract 
name: it was now a substantial idol, a Hero, calculated to 
take Strong hold on the affection;? of tin: people, who, with 
their wonted obliquity of vision, still saw in him the repre- 
sentative of what they called liberty and thy revolution. 

The convention with Melas was considered preparatory to 
a treaty. Bonaparte offered to Anuria tin? terms of Campo 
Formio; but the court of Vienna, which unfortunately was 
gifted with that vigor in despair which was ever wanting to 
her in prosperity, pleaded her engagements with Great Brit- 
ain as precluding her fru:u treating, except in conjunction 
with this latter country. The French had an apt rejoinder : 
— " Let there be an armistice, then, by sea, as well as, by 
land." But this would have given too great an advantage to 
the French. Egypt would have been succored, ami the whole 
system of naval War deranged. England would not listen to 
the proposal; and Austria, with a heroism worthy of better 
fortune, persisted in renewing hostilities, Italy, as a field, 
had been unfavorable lo her. Hhe turned her hope to Ger- 
many, appointed the archduke John to the command, and al- 
lowed the armistice to expire. Moreau was on the hanks of 
tiie Iser, the Austrians on those of the Inn,— a good lw<: of 
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defence, which they unfortunately quitted, and marched to 
the attack of the French through vwetched roads, rendered 
worse by November weather. A gleam of success, Ney be- 
ing driven back at. the first re mounter, emboldened the arch- 
duke. Moreau was with the greater part of his army at 
Ilohenlinden, behind the forest of Fbersberg. The arch- 
duke ordered his army to advance in separate columns through 
the paths of this wood, und the defiles leading to it His 
centre, under Kollowrath, took the chief road, and was met, 
as it issued from the forest, by the divisions of Ney and 
Grouchy ; whilst another division of the French attacked its 
rear at the other side of the forest The result was the total 
defeat of the centre, its surrender to the number of f-OUO 
men, and the consequent rout of the rest of the army. Had 
the archduke Charles commanded, a deieat caused by suoh a 
blunder had been impossible; but this prince was in disgrace 
for having counselled peace. 

The loss of the battle of HohenJinden obliged Austria to 
treat Cobentzel, her plenipotentiary, came over to Paris for 
that purpose. The negotiations were, however, carried on at 
Luneville, Joseph Bonaparte acting as the envoy of his bro- 
ther. Here a treaty was concluded, little differing from that 
of ' ;-;imiJo 1'ormic., except ilia! Tuscany was now taken from 
an Austrian duke, and given to a Spanish prince, who as- 
sumed the title of king of Ftruria, Italy resinned its repub- 
lican forms and divisions of governments, under French in- 
fluence and protection; the Rhine being still the boundary 
of France on the side of Germany. Southern Italy was 
treated with still more leniency by Bonaparte than it had 
been by the directory. To be sure, the emperor of Russia 
interfered in behalf of the royal family of that kingdom; and 
forbearance was well expended in purchasing the friendship 
of that prince. But Rome was equally well treated. The 
new pope, Pius VII., was r< aspect ed, and iiiimved to retain the 
reins of the pontifical government; the first consul already 
meditating to tor in, Willi the iu-laiet. of the future sovereign 
an alliance betwixt church and state. 

Whilst the new century opened under such prosperous 
auspices for the French, fortune had never seemed more 
menacing to Great Britain. In Austria she lost her last con- 
tinental ally. Portugal had been invaded, and compelled to 
renounce her friendship with England. Paul, emperor of 
Russia, having parsed suddenly from enmity to admiration of 
Fiance, concluded a treaty with Bonaparte ; and, in conjunc 
tion with the Bailie powers, now became a party to (lie arm- 
ed neutra.Iilv, to resist England's right of search upon the 
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seas. On her own element, however, that country w<ls mis- 
tress Still. Tier fleet, under Sir Peter Parker, or rather un- 
der his lieutenant, Nelson, entered the Soimd, and destroyed 
the Danish navy in tiie harhor of Copenhagen. The death of 
Paul at the same time deprived l:er o!' n formidable oneiny ; 
and marred, for the lime, the plan of the French ruier for 
eM'luding her from the ports of Europe. Prussia, the selfish 
Prussia, which hurl taken tire opportunity to invade Hanover 
was compelled to evacuate it. Malta fell into the power of 
England : Egypt was menaced : and the rival powers sinking 
into the attitude of languid and inactive defiance proper to 
two exhausted combatants, agreed to allow each other a 
breathing-time of truce at least; although the causes of quar- 
rel and enmity were too profound to be removed, except by 
the absolute prostration of one or the other. 

Whilst England in 1801 was bent on her Egyptian expedi- 
tion, the first consul was employed in organizing and consoli- 
dating his government. Amidst the first joy of hia return, 
an attempt had been made to assassinate him at the opera. 
Soon after, on Christinas eve, 1-011, while proceeding in his 
carriage through the narrow street of Si. \ieaise, a tremen- 
dous explosion took nliice jusL after he passed. The glass of 
the carriage windows was broken ; the very houses of the 
street shattered ; and some eighty persons killed or severely 
injured. This is what is known by the name of the infernal 
machine. Of those in the carriage, Bonaparte alone had 
presence of mind. Flinging himself forward, he called to 
the coachman with an oath to drive rapidly. There was no 
need of such exhortation. When he entered the theatre the 
first consul was calm. His escape seeded to enhance his 
popularity. The first suspicion of lionapa.rlo loll on the an- 
archists, the dregs of the Jacobins. lie caused a number of 
them to be seized ; and e.xelanned nga.inst l!:e negligence of 
Fouche, naturally supposed to befriend them. The latter, 
however, proved to the satisfaction of his master that the 
rovalists were tire inventors of the infernal machine. These 
were also seized and punished : but the pretext against the 
Jacobins was too opportune to be thrown away; and they 
still remained under the inspection of the police. Bonaparte 
dreaded the Jacobins far more than the royalists. "Emigra- 
tion and Vendeeism are tint eruptions of the skin," said he : 
" terrorism is an internal malady." 

The attempt of the infernal machine enabled the first con 
sul to establish special military rommiss:oi;s lor trying similar 
offences. It was on this occasion that the opposition first re- 
vealed itself in the tribunate and legislative body. Though 
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chosen by the senate, iiso!!' appointed by ihe first consul, the 
meinbcrsofthese assemblies were still tl;'e children of the revo- 
lution, averse to arbitrary power established by law, however 
they might excuse and admire its action from expediency; 
and inspired with a far greater hatred to aristocracy than'lo 
tyranny. Thus the lirsl consul obtained with far more ease 
their consent to his unlimited authority over pergonal freedom, 
and even over the press, than their acquiescence in allowing 
the emigrants to return, in re-establishing 1 religion, and in 
other acts of justice and expediency. 

Bonaparte, however, parsned his plan of reorganizing the 
monarchy, with its higher ranks, its hierarchy, uiul all the ne- 
cessary machinery tor holding together and moving (be bodv 
politic. His first enterprise wan to re-establish the Catholic 
religion, as not only tiiieralod but iosl.kuted by the state, 
lie hud spared the pope with this view ; and the year 1S01 
was spent in negotiating a concordat or agreement with Rome. 
No doubt policy was in Ibis afialr the motive of Bonaparte: 
but it was an instinctive feeling of religion, and a thorough 
knowledge of the necessity and imperishability of the princi- 
ple, that was the foundation even of this policy. His counsel- 
lors opposed the idea with all the prejudice of incredulity. 
" Hearken," said Bonaparte to one of them during a prome- 
nade at Malntaison : "I was here last Soiuiay, walking in this 
solitude amidst the silence of nature. The sound of the church 
bells of Rnel suddenly struck upon my ears. I was moved, 
and said, If I am thus affected, what must be the influence of 
those ideas upon the simple and credulous mass! The people 
must have a religion ; and that religion must lie in the hands 
of the government." After eiycrs rami noplace assertions, 
the counsellor, waiving the broad question of religion or no 
religion, objected to Catholicism. "It is intolerant fits clergy 
are counter-revolutionary ; the spirit of the present timers 
entirely opposed to it. And, after all, we, in our thoughts and 
principles, are nearer to toe true spirit, of the gospel than the 
Catholics, woo afieet to reverence it." J [ere lion a parte urged, 
that by his leaning to Protest an ism, ran: haY of France might 
embrace it, but die other half would remain Catholic; and 
weakness, not strength, would be gained to both nation and 
(Wvernrnent, " Let them call me papist if they will. I am no 
such thing. I was a Mahometan in Egypt, and I will be a 
Catholic here, for the good of the people." 

Boinijiaite succeeded in gaining from the pope a concordat, 
by which, in return for a decree doelnrioj; the Catholic reli- 
gion that "of the great majority of trie French," and under- 
taking to give salaries to the clergy the pontiff agreed to con- 
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secra'e such bishops as the French government should nomi. 
nate ; to give up nil claim to the oli; church lands; and to or- 
der aform of prayer for the consuls, to whom the new bishops 
were to swear allegiance. The court of Romo thus showed 
itself obsequious, secularizing bishop Talleyrand at the same 
time, by Bonaparte's desire: But it was from the nation, at 
least from the eminent personages, that resistance was to be 
expected. The theophiknthropists raised the no popery cry. 
The soldiers were indignant It was on Easter Sunday, 1802, 
that a Te Deum was celebrated at Notre Dame by cardinal 
Caprava, in commemoration of the re-establishment of the 
church. The first consul attended, surrounded by his officers. 
On his return he asked several what they thought of the cere- 
mony. " A pretty capucinade," replied Delman ; "there was 
merely wanting the million of men, who have perished in 
overthrowing all you have built up." The first consul soon 
idler observed to Rapp, his aide-de-camp, who was a Protes- 
tant, " You will go to mass now V " Not L" " Why not 1" 
" These tilings may do very well for you. They don't concern 
me, unless you should take these people for iiidvK-dr.-r.miqi or 

Whilst the French, triumphant over the continental powers, 
were obliged to rest on their arms, regarding England with 
inactive enmity, the latter country had resolved manfully to 
put forth its strength, and send an army to Egypt- Malta was 
already in their power. The French force in Egypt, though 
foru i id able, was little anxious to defend the country, and looked 
rather to the hopes of escape, Kli-ber, who had been left with 
the command, had, in 1800, proposed to evacuate Egypt ; and 
Sir Sidney Smith, the admiral commanding in the .Mediter- 
ranean, had concluded an agreement with him to this effect. 
But the Austrian.; at that time still h eld out, and the British 
government could not allow the veteran army of Egypt to re- 
inforce the army opposed to her. The capitulation entered 
into betwixt Kleber and Sir Sidney was accordingly refused 
to be ratified, and war continued in Africa. A Turkish army 
advanced from Syria, which was met and defeated by Klebt 
in the plains of Heliopolis. That rude but talented leader 
soon after fell a victim to an Arab assassin in his quarters'at 
Cairo; and the command devolved upon Merjon, who had es- 
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poused a Turkish woman, adopted the Mahometan religion 
and dresa, and prefixed Ahdallah to his name. 

The honor of the expedition to Egypt belongs, according to 
Sir Walter Scott, exclusively 1.0 lord' .\k\\ tile, who promoted 
it despite the irresolution of Pitt and the reluctance of George 
III. The free constitution of England, and its representative 
system of government, proved, indeed, sadly destitute of vigor, 
compared with that which the tyranny of the committee of 
public safety, and subsequentiy of Bonaparte, gave to France, 
Even now this expedition, entered into with but half a will on 
tiie part of the go- eminent, was inferior to the French force in 
Egypt. " We V ere incontestably superior," says Savary, " in 
cavalry and r-ttillery." Yet with an inferior arriiy general 
Aberfirombie was to force a landing, to take and garrison 
Alexandria, and then march to Cairo. Fortunately for the 
British, Menou wanted generalship and activity. His force 
was disseminated, and the British landed without opposition 
on the very beach which had proved fatal to the Turkish ex- 
pedition. This was early in March, 1801. The garrison of 
Alexandria attacked the .British, lint were bra ten back. Me- 
nou in the mean time arrived from Cairo, and mustered* hasti- 
ly his troops. Willi these he gave battle to the enemy on the 
21st, near Alexandria. He was defeated, driven within the 
walls, and soon besieged. Abercrombie had fallen in the ac- 
tion, as well as Lanuze on the part of the French. General 
Hutchinson succeeded the former ; and conducted the rest of 
the campaign, according to the French testimony, with great 
ability. General Belliarde was compelled to surrender in 
Cairo, Menou himself in Alexandria; on honorable conditions, 
however, — those of being transported to France. Thus termi- 
nated Bonaparte'; hi illi;;a; sdieuie tor revolutionizing the East, 
The reconquest of Egypt left the rival nations no means 
or possibility of wounding each other. French vessels had 
been swept from the sea ; the English flag had often in vain 
strove to wave upon the continent A truce tie facto was 
established, and both governments could not but feel ashamed 
of remaining at war, yet be unable to strike a blow. Bona- 
purte, indeed, to amuse [.lie French, caused a flotilla to be pre- 
pared at Boulogne, and affected to make preparations for a 
descent upon England. But he too well knew the risk of such 
ins under taking, to enter upon it seriously. Eriglnml was, 
nevertheless, alarmed ; and Nelson made an attack on the 
boats at Boulogne, which caused serious loss, and brought no 
consi.^uence to either side. Even before Egypt was evacu- 
ated by the French, negotiations had been entered into. Pitt 
had abandoned the helm of state to Addington. Lord Hawkes- 
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bury, the British foreign minister, was a nobleman of mode- 
rate views, uninspired by thnl. inveterate spirit of either hos- 
tility or admiration towards Fi'imcc, into wliich extremes their 
rivalry had driven the two grout orators of the British seriate. 
Bonaparte, yet unfixed in power, was still in the first good 
humor of grandeur and success, and had not yet readied the 
insolence of unhiternnitei! fortune. Betwixt him and the 
British government was concluded the peace of Amiens, in 
the month of March, 1*02. The preliminaries, had, however 
been signed in the month of October preceding. It was cer- 
tainly to the disadvantage of the British, who yielded Trini- 
dad, and the Cape of Good Hope, and Malta. For what re- 
turn? Merely the evacuation of southern Italy by t ho French. 
But the preliminaries had been signed previous to the English 
plenipotentiaries receiving tidings of the evacuation of Egypt, 
and this evacuation the French voluntarily stipulated. They 
knew of Menou's surrender, and thus gave but that which 
wiL* ;ilrs':«ly won. 

In addition to. our being outwitted, the feebleness of our 
negotiations proceeded, no doubt, in a great measure, from the 
feebleness of a ministry based upon no great party in the state. 
The voice of the British people was for peace, now especially 
that their pride was satisfied by the victories of Egypt. And 
this, too, had its influence upon Addington. If ever the ex- 
istence of a weak administration is an evil, it is in the case 
of negotiating with an enemy. It forms one of the inevitable 
defects of freedom, and was never more fully exemplified than 
in this peace. Hesitating and irresolute, the British min>?rv 
could not determine to yield, nor yet relive, the Cape of Good 
Hope, and especially Malta, — the key of Egypt and the Medi- 
terranean, without a recompense. But the old opposition 
clamored as to the folly of war. The new were decided to 
cavil, and accuse the treaty, whether it was good or bad. 
The people had set their full thoughts on peace, and were not 
to be balked; and Lord Hawkesbury consented to these ces- 
sions, with a kind of half resolve. The French accuse Brit- 
ain of treachery and insincerity, because these stipulations 
were never performed. The cause lay in the timidity, the 
incertitude, the weakness, of the British minister; who had 
been overreached, and who could not muster confidence 
enough to break off the bargain until after it was signed and 
sealed. 

The truce of Amiens concluded,— it had none of the char- 
acters of peace, — Bonaparte pursued his projects for the inter- 
nal organization of his sovereignty. A church hod been 
feared up. The next desideratum was an aristocracy. The 
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ancient noblesse were allowed to return; hut, stripped of the 
greater part of their properties, iirul disinclined to the revolu- 
tion and its representatives, ven low abandoned the cause of 
legitimacy to court Bonaparte. Even hail they clone so, it 
was necessary to counterbalance them by electing to the 
same rank those who had risen to pre-eminence during the 
last ten years. Bnl ihesr. warriors and civilian.?, wore shocked 
as yet at the least approach to aristocracy. This was even 
greater heresy in their eyes than to have gone to church and 
ordained public worship. Bonaparte, obliged to abandon the 
idea for a time, formed a scheme equally calculated to attach 
to him numbers of the French. Tins was il.o legion of honor. 
by which red ribands, with pensions and other privileges at- 
tached to them, were bestowed at the will of the first consul. 
There was an instant outcry in the council and the mock 
legislature against the project. "It destroys equality; it con- 
tradicts the principles of the revolution. The legion of honor 
contains all the elements of hereditary noblesse, privileges, 
powers, honors, titles, and pensions. It is sowing the seeds 
of an aristocracy." Bonaparte eomhaled their objections uilh 
his own eminent good sense, and mocked the pedantic allu- 
sions of his counsellors to classic times. "You cite the 
Roman republicans against mo ; the Romans, amongst whom 
distinctions were perhaps more marked than amongst any 
people. See the consequence when the noble class of patri- 
cians was destroyed in Rome ; the republic, at the mercy of 
the rabhle and its leaders, ran straight through anarchy and 
proscription to despotism." How perfectly applicable was 
this to France! These were not the only prejudices t.LaL 
Bonaparte had to refute and repress. Matthieu Dumas wished 
to confine the decoration of the legion of honor to the military 
alone. The first consul would not. admit of this exclusive- 
ness, and persisted in honoring equally military and civilian 

While he thus carefully erected the buttresses and supports 
of monarchical power, it. may be supposed that he did not neg- 
lect the edifice itself; in other words, to re-establish in his 
person a permanent sovereignty. In this, too, he labored by 
degrees. It was at first hoped that he would be contented 
with the second place, and restore the crown to the Bourbons. 
Louis XVIII. twice addressed him in a tone at once dignified 
and conciliating. Josephine exhorted him to act the part of 
Monk, either from that sense of loyally and disinterestedness 
natural to the female mind, or from a presentiment that in 
the soarings of ambition she might one day he left behind, and 
sacrificed by her aspiring husband. Bonaparte's oulv thought 
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was to wear the crown that he had won ; and, in truth, there 
were more difficulties in Ihe way of restoring the Bourboni 
than of founding- a new dynasty himself He began hy feed- 
ing' the pulse of the public in a pamphlet, written by hii 
brother Lucien, and corrected l)y himself. It failed, was ridi- 
culed, and censured ; and the first consul, throwing the blame 
on Lucien, deprived him of the office of home minister, and 
sent him envoy to Spain. About the epoch of the peace of 
Amiens, however, Bonaparte remodelled his tribunate, hia 
mock chamber of the commons, excluding- the most froward 
"itriots, after which epuration his several projects passed into 

w. In May, 1802, Napoleon Bonaparte was decreed, in 
recompense for the eminent services rendered to his country, 
first consul for ten years, in addition to the ten already allot- 
ted; and in a short interval this was reamended into a vote 
declaring him consul for life. It is but a repetition of a lor- 
mer remark to ous-.er'.v, tii.it this j^-milm:;- away of the liberty 
of the country to a dictator met with far lens opposition in the 
council than the institution of the legion of honor. From the 
history of the revolution, Chateaubriand has full reason to 
assert, that it is not freedom which the French prize, but 
equality and military glory. 

The progress of Bonaparte's influence over neighboring 
states was as great as his rise at home. The Cisalpine repub- 
lic had been remodelled to suit his views ; aDd in January its 
legislature elected the powerful first consul of France lor 
their president. The Batavian, the Ligurian republics, were 
obliged to submit to similar modifications. Piedmont was for- 
uiiiily annexed to France, and divided into departments. Thus 
the stipulations of the treaty of Luneville, guarantying inde- 
pendence to the republics of Italy and Holland, became totally 
void. England began to show alarm and distrust; for both 
of which there was ample reason, although scarcely more 
than existed at the epoch of the treaty. When she remon- 
strated, Bonaparte replied, " You must have seen or foreseen 
all this. The Cisalpine chose me its president in January, 
two months before the signature at Amiens. And why should 
ye English complain of the infraction of the treaty of Lune- 
ville, when Austria, with whom it was concluded, holds tier 
peace!" Why did not the British ministry include in the 
treaty of Amiens the condition, that the articles of that of 
Umenlle should lie observed '? Or why have made peace at 
all, seeing that Bonaparte would inevitably act by the Helvetic 
republics as he had dene alreney by Ihe Cisalpine? To avoid 
llie expense of war. is the only reply. But that expense was 
no wise nvni.'ii'ii liv a hollow peace ; " a peace to try France,' 
as Loril Cu.-tlereaeh called it. 
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Miserable, indeed, is the special pleading on both sides to 

tliimv, each upon Us edve.sary, (he blame of the war. Both 
were right, dud both were v.iwi- [■jijvland, in her native 
might and pride, couhi ueversit stii, and- look on whilst France 
ansuined to herso:t ,ue.i predominant power in Europe. Nor 
could France, or its ruler, retrain from wielding that influence 
W:iicii conquest hat: .riven her. But Franco was wron^ in 
ffecting a moderation which she had no idea of observing ■ 
and England equally absurd, to affect to give a moment's 
credit to it,— above all, to stipulate actual concession to it \x 
Amiens, and before the tronl v- the British ministry seemed to 
he either willing ,I,mes ,„■ |,| ]mi mlcs _ Their ob j ect in 
the same as that of Bonaparte, to display to Europe and their 
own people, each how ready they were to make peace, and 
thus to throw the blame of the inevitable and speedy rupture 
upon its foe. In this aim we do think the English negotiators 
playeu the loss clever game. And the ministry, though r,v 
t.i.-.:i=Uly .;i:sli:„:;.:l in their mistrusts, in their withholding Malta 
and the Cape, on the grounds that France had increased its 
territories and encroachments in Europe, were still left with- 
out any precise plea, and were obliged to support their cause 
wah vague recrimination. The French kept the letter of the 
treaty ; t.ho h.nglish broke it. And yet the former were the 
true ii.L'M-1-f.-.-Hors and encroachers. Such were the blunders of 
British uuilomarv. 

No sooner did Bonaparte announce hie determination of in- 
tcrlormg with the Helvetian republics, than the English min- 
istry sent an agent, thirjier with promises of support to the 
independent party, fVsit.ateu to surrender Malta, and sent 
counter orders that the Cape of Good Hope was not to be de- 
livered up to the Batavian republic. In the mean time other 
than these great interests of territory sowed divisions betwixt 
the first consul and Great Britain. At all times sensitive U 
public opinion, so sensitive that even an imprudent reflection 
was enough to alienate him from a tried friend, a witticism 
suihcient to bring down an order of exile, he was particularly 
susce;viih,<; at the present moment, when employed in rearm" 
the tum-ic of his power, to which his character was his only 
title. The freedom of the ibiglish press its unsparing attacks 
upon him, re-echoed by the papi.-rs of the i'Vonen royalists in 
England, was a kind of war mure dangerous and "allim- to 
hiru than any otlier. Betoro it. indeed, no tyrant can stand 
limiiiijiirto ifki.- much alum from ilissdid Thuvbiud orio-j N a''y 
from the levelling principles of the revolution." I Fe made van? 
demands (.hot tins shonhl tie eoiH/kod, rind was modest enough 
to propose that the press of Inland should be gagged, us well 
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is that of France, in order to give security to liis personal 
ambition. Nevertheless, on this point the ministry gratified 
him, as far as might be done in a constitutional way, sending 
one of these libels before a jury. As might be expected. iJu.- 
made matters ten times worse, seo(iin:r I'.elletier's libel to 
fame through the trump of Mackintosh's eiiquence. Another 
demand, that the Bourbons and their partisans should be ex- 
pelled from England, met with a firm and generous denial. 
With the English press Bonaparte condescended to enter into 
a personal quarrel : just aa he himself bad charged the can- 
non against Tuulc.n, so now be employed his time in penning 
articles !br the Moniteur. bis official paper, foil of acrimony 
and insult The unlordmatc results of a sovereign so de 
meaning himself are evident. Bonaparte could never distin- 
guish the difference betwixt a nation's government and its 
press; so that, in answering squibs nred 08' by an individual 
editor, the first consul charged the great gun of state, and 
risked, or at any rate, precipitated, a war betwixt millions of 
men, in endeavoring to apply a salve upon his own miserable 
vanity. Then appeared the imprudent vaunting report of 
.■S'jliattuim", who had been charged with a mission in the Le- 
vant; its information, that 6000 French eoldiers could recon- 
quer Egypt ; and the challenge, that " England alone dare not 
make war with France." 

These paper paragraphs certainly could not be serious 
grounds of war; although the English government, by its 
imbecile arrangement and acceptation of the treaty of Amicus, 
was obliged to recur to such pretexts, to collect and group 
them, — thus making up by a mass of petty grievances lor the 
want of one large and specific plea. The first consul now 
demanded why Malta had not been evacuated according to 
stipulation. The English replied by a claim to keep Malta 
on the ground that Bonaparte bad increased his European ter- 
ritory, and that he threatened Egypt. The last was idle : the 
first objection "was not in the bond." Bonaparte, whose 
very throne was then being erected on the basis of national 
gjory, could riot yield Malta. To demand it of him was, in 
fact, to declare war. And the minister asserted with only 
becoming spirit, " England shall have the treaty of Amiens, 
and nothing more than the treaty of Amiens. War was 
inevitable, as indeed it had been from the first. England 
could not submit, at the risk of her existence. In this, al 
least, her ministry and I'itt were right, however imbecile and 
Plundering the former had proved in these neyol.ial.ions, which 
placed the letter of treaties against !int;i::i. whilst their snirit, 
as well as their sense of security and justice, told loudly in 
ber favor. 
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On these terms of mutual mistrust ImI.1i countries thought 
lit to make preparations for war. Bonaparte assembled troons 
in the forls of Holland anil North France, amJ dispatched en- 
voys to Prussia and to Austria. Englund was tie loss active. 
An interview between the first consul and lord Whitwortli, 
the British ambassador, was not productive of any amicable 
rs.il!, although l!.>i in pant spoke there with great frankness. 
'■ Why should I wish for war?" said he: " a descent upon 
England is the only mode I have of combating her; and this, 
if compelled to, I am resolved to undertake. But how sup- 
pose, that, arrived at my present height of power, I should 
wish to risk my lite and reputation, unless constrained thereto 
by necessity, in an expedition, in which most probably myself 
and the greater part of my army would go to the bottom of 
the sea? For there are a hundred chances to one against me." 
Prom recent memoirs^ indeed, we learn that Bonaparte was 
unwilling to recommence war, at least so soon, inevitable as 
lie saw it. But England was peremptory. She was tricked 
and annoyed in a thousand ways. And a warlike message 
from the king to his piirjia.ment in March, 1803, was the pre- 
luding blast to lyar. Bonaparte answered by one of his di- 
plomatic nod's, lie was now betwixt two unpleasant feelings. 
It was important for him to throw the blame of the breach 
upon Eng'.and, in order to content his people and conciliate 
the yet existing powers of Europe ; and nevertheless his pride 
was galled to find England assume the lofty, intractable, de- 
fiant language, so indicative of superiority and strength. His 
quick resentment prompted him to break through the laws of 
courtly decorum, and to vent his spleen upon the representa- 
tive of Great Britain. During a public levee he abruptly 
addressed lord Wiiitw-ori I', " Voti are decided on war, it seems 
— you wish it. After fifteen years' combat, we must yet re- 
commence for fifteen years to come. You force me to it." 
He then turned to the ambassadors of Spain and Russia:— 
" The English will have war. They are the first to draw the 
sword : I will be the last to put it in the scabbard. They do not 
respect treaties, and wo must henceforth cover them with a 
black crape. You may destroy France, but you shall not in- 
timidate her." — " Wo do net wish to do either one or the 
other," replied lord Whitwortli calmly. — "Respect treaties. 
Woe to those who break I Immgh them : thoy shall be respon- 
sible to Europe for the consequences." This hurst of anger 
is said by some to have been calculated. Why might it not 
be natural and deep-felt ( Previous to the treaty of Amiens, 
Bonaparte had borne England a national luite; since then il 
Ivwl grown into a personal one,— an antipathy founded on ah 
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causes of enmity great and little — on pride and pique, as well 
as upon interest and patriotism. 

Lord Whitwotth was now ordered by 'lis government to 
demand the occupation of Malta during ten years by Jlritish 
troops, whilst the French were to evacuate Holland. This 
was called an ultimatum, and but a week's interval allowed 
for reply. Yet even here the French assumed not tliat pe- 
remptory tone. Talleyrand was averse to war; that able 
Elalcsman is s; i ill to have ton.-s-een !be pernicious consequences 
even of fresh victories. Rut the English minister, coi 
that he resisted usurpation, and an indefinite system 
croachment, held firm, gave very wretched and shuffling ma- 
gma for a mistrust well-founded in itself, and covered the 
blunders of his diplomacy ivis.li sullen pride and defiance. 
Orders hail been already issued for seizing the ships of France 
and of her subject states, — a measure much in the spirit of 
that usurpation which one might have censured without imi- 
tating, and the French eonsol l-oLnl Ut(>:d l>y retaining all the 
British subjects whom curiosity or business had brought at 
that unlucky moment to French shores. Thus recommenced 
betwixt the nations a quarrel unrivalled forihe inveteracy of 
its spirit and the variety of its fortunes. " The rupture was 
to the first consul," says Bignon, " the decisive point of his 
destiny. Henceforth he saw England rise before him like a 
cape of storms, which lie was for ever forbidden to pass." 

The only military enterprise set on foot during the year's 
peace, if we evcept rise o'.TUinl ion of Switzerland, was the 
expedition to St Domingo. The principles of the revolution, 
passed into decrees by the national assemblies, had been pro- 
ductive of the most fearful mischief in St. Domingo, where 
Robespierre's energetic wish, of "Let the colonics perish 
rather than one principle be disturbed," received ample fulfil- 
ment- Whites and mulaltoos had commenced a civil war, 
and the negroes had also asserted their rights. The latter, 
being most numerous, gained the ascendency, headed by a 
chief of inflexible character, and of such high talents, both 
for warring and ruling, as to merit the name of the black 
Bonaparte. Tonssalnt-T.ouverture, such was his name, had 
established his rule in St. Domingo. It was as beneficent 
and vigorous as that of the lirst consul in Europe; but the 
latter was determined to recover the island ; and a fine army, 
composed of the conquerors of Hoiienlindori, were sent out to 
subdue it under general Leclerc, who had married Pauline, 
Bonaparte's sister. The expedition readied its destiny. The 
blacks, after burning their capital, and making a stubborn re- 
sistance, were subdued, and- the chiefs compelled to submit 
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Most of them accepted command under the French, except 
Toussaint, who scorned tin; oiler, and merely demanded to 
return to his farm. Here, howeier, he was closely watched ; 
and in the cilery i-scenee of a population lii subdued, suspi- 
cions, true or false, could not fail to attach to the old leader. 
Toiissaiul.-IouverturB was seized, sent on board a ship, and 
conveyed to France, where he lingered many years at the 
chateau of Joux, in the Jura. This treachery, if it was such, 
proved bootless. The yellow fever decimated the French, 
and soon reduced this flourishing army to a few thousand 

men. Leclerc himself fell a victi 

of the war decided the ultimate ]. 
most important colony. 

The first steps of Bonaparte, on 
with England, was to order his a ._ 
south; thai of Holland to occupy Hanover; that of Iambardy 
to invade Naples, and garrison Tarentum. He could combat 
his maritime foe only by establishing his power in sea-ports, 
and in rendering every shore hostile to her, who rendered 
every wave hostile to him. To plant himself, therefore, like 
a huge colossus bestriding Europe, one foot on the Mediter- 
ranean, the other in the Baltic, was liit; altitude of menace 
assumed by the first consul against England. Towards the 
latter end of May. 1~0;1, general Mortier marched with an 
army from Holland against Hanover. The troops of the elec- 
torate were not capalilc of making a serious resistance. They 
retreated before the foe, at length capitulated, and were 
broken, Mortier taking peaceable possession of the country. 
These conquests of the French necessarily excited disquiet 
and mistrust on the part of the great powers of the north. 
Kussia. which had taken the Sicilian court under its protec- 
tion, was offended hy the re occupation of the kingdom of 
Naples, and still more seriously displeased to see the French 
flag; waving upon the fortresses of 'the Baltic. That power 
had sought in vain to cover Hanover by a neutrality which 
was to extend to the north of Germany. Her remonstrances 
were not listened to. Prussia, as may be well supposed, had 
cause to he still more alarmed by the presence of such a for- 
midable neighbor. The French, not contented with Hanover, 
already menaced to occupy Hamburgh nnd Bremen. The 
necessity of opposing England was still the pretext. But the 
possession of Hamburgh, commanding the mouth of the Elbe, 
would enable (he French to give law to the north of Ger- 
many. Not only was 1'rnssia liers-elf weakened by this, but 
her only title to res peer, ar.d m Horace, bclo^ founded upon her 
claims: to protect the liberties and independence of surround 
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in" states, she was here stricken painfully by a blow vainly 
aimed at England. Thus. Hy deli venug up Hanover, without a 
blow, tiie English ministry! if they acted on calculation, ful- 
filled till the ends of wise policy, avenged themselves of Prus- 
sia tiir its selfish anil pusillimiuiuus net; Ira lily, and placed the 
courts of Berlin and St. Petersburgh in the necessity of eithe> 
humbling their sovereign dignity before Bonaparte, or of 
ilin^iiiir themselves into the alliance nf Great Britain. T 
counteract this, the schemo of Bo:i;i;ja.rtc was, by menace oi 
bribe, to compel Russia to join cordially with him in a kind 
of submissive alliance. " The germ," says Bignon, French 
ambassador to Prussia, and well acquainted with the projects 
of his master,—" the germ of what was subsequently called 
the continental system existed in tiie mind of the first consul, 
and this system reposed upon the support of Prussia. One 
of the objects of the usurpation of Hanover was to make that 
court feel the inconveniences of a state of indecision towards 
France, and the advantages of is <:'o;e alliance with her. To 
remter Prussia powerful, in order that, by its union with 
France, it might awe the continent to quiet, was tiie aim of 
Bonaparte. If it be asked why, towards the close of. his 
reign, Napoleon showed himself merciless towards Prussia, 
the reason is, that Prussia was the power which wished him 
most ill, in forcing him to combat and destroy her, instead of 
extending and strengthening her monarchy, in order that 
she and France united might keep Austria and Russia im- 
movable, and at the same time give that development ant! 
efficacy to the continental system, which would force Eng- 
land to peace." 

Nothing can be morn clear tiian this language of the 
French d^minatis! : Prussia was to be fattened and enriched, 
provided she acted a part subservient to France. Hanover 
was the bribe offered to her, and there was considerable 
hesitation in refusing it All the old ministers of Prussia 
were disposed to accept the electorate and the French al- 
liance : Harden berg alone was of the contrary opinion. But 
the influence which decided the monarch of Prussia to reject 
the insidious and us^racoful proposals of finna parte was that of 
Alexander, emperor of Kusshs, a sovereign whose high per- 
sonal feelings of pride and independence raised him already 
in the east of Europe as the competitor of the tyrant of tha 
west. Alexander visited Berlin : his opinion, his arguments, 
had weight, and overcame all the representations of Duroc 
and the other French envoys. The queen and court, at first 
drawn into admiration of French heroism, were recalled to 
feelings of nitional spirit, by the vo:ee ami example of Alex- 
ander; and tiie king, instead nf aiming ;il rounding his tern- 
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toyj at the cost of England and the gift of France, was in- 
spired with the mbler aim of securing the independence of 
Germany. 

Singular, indoor.;, it iv;i.» that every act of Bonaparte now 
told in favor of England, or of its ministry, which, had he 
~ested tranquil, could certainly not have continued a war 
without feasible object, or possiole success. The occupation 
f Hanover and the southern peninsula of Italy roused Eu- 
rope. And now a French army collected along its northern 
coast, and destined to invade England, had the effect of rous- 
ing all the energies of that country, silencing the remon- 
strance of the partisans of the peace, jmd rousing the proud 
spirit of the British to that pitch of inveteracy against the 
foe, that war, to the last shining and tin; lust, drop of blood, 
became the sole and all-pervading thought of the country. 
A field of battle was domed to fioun parte: but his activity 
was turned to military organization; and he now formed the 
armies, and prepared the resources, destined to achieve con- 
quests hereafter with such brilliant success. Alexandria ivas 
fortified at an enormous expense. The first consul looked 
upon it as the bulwark of Italy. From Otranto and Tarentum 
to the Texel, every coast ami sea-port, saw fortifications rise 
around it; ami tin: Finish feet, blocking each harbor and 
menacing every shore, might observe with pride the gigantic 
attempt of her ihe to surround Europe, as it were, with a Wall 
ol' ci'tbnce against her. Af to the colonies or foreign po.-.sis- 
sions of France, the remaining ones now fell: and I .ouisia.ua, 
wrested from the weak hands of Spain by a surreptitious 
treaty, was now sold for a sum of money to the United Slat.es, 
to preserve the province from England, and as the only mode 
left of deriving advantage from it. 

Tiie finny am! fu'.i.ia. collect ed tor tiie invas r oii .:f I'luLrJand 
was the chief object and topic of the year 1803. The former 
was swelled by contingents of Dnlfrh, Swiss, and Italians. 
Soult, Davoust, and Ney, had each commands. His more 
ancient and celebrated generals Bonaparte had dispersed : he 
disliked their I'amfjnritv, their old footing of equality with 
him, and dreaded their interference with his ambiguous de- 
signs. Thus Moreau was destined to some inferior command; 
Lannes, after a scene of altercation, in which he had used the 
most gross language towards Bonaparte, was dispatched to 
Lisbon to cool his zeal and mend his fortune, both of which 
the gallant and rough soldier fulfilled; Murat was sent to 
Naples, as I.erlerc had been to St. Domingo, for the same 
purpose. Spain, reluctant to incur the hostility of England 
by Hi rn Is! liny open aid to I" ranee, proposed a peeuuiary sub- 
sidy in lieu. This Ileutrionville negotiated. 
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Public attention, however, was now turned from military 
projects and events to domestic ones, by the discovery of a 
conspiracy against the first consul. The hopes of the royal- 
ists upon his first accession to power have been noticed, as 
well as the zeal which Josephine employed in endeavoring; 
to turn her husband to favor the restoration. Two letters of 
Louis XVIII. demanded of him tins act of disinterestedness, 
which Bonaparte calmly but firmly declined. His subse- 
quent measures for strengthening and perpetuating his own 
power, soon convinced the pavu.-ans- nf 1 1 lt ■ house of Bourbon 
that no hopes were to he enliirla.ined of his co-operation, and 
nccordiiio-U' their view.s were elsewhere directed. The con- 
sulship Sir life had been voted. Several distinguished men 
had protested against the decree, unless accompanied with 
guarantees of freedom. Lafayette conveyed his protest in a 
letter: Camille Jordan published his in favor of the liberty 
of the press; Madame de Stael courageously opened her 
salom to this enlightened opposition, but a decree of exile 
banished her from Paris. Some of these friends of liberty 
then turned their views towards Louis XVIII. and entered 
into a correspondence with him, wherein tliat prince promis- 
ed, in case of restoration, to respect the principles of liberty, 
and to grant a charter similar to that decreed in 1814. 
Rover Colhi.rd was one of these. The leaning3 and opinions, 
however, of retired and speculative men, were not energetic 
enough to inspire or conduct a project of conspiracy: power- 
ful events, alone, could give them opportunity of realizing 
their wishes. 

The Bourbons reckoned in their cause more zealous and 
active partisans, men eager to strike a blow, to force and an- 
ticipate events, rather than to wait for their tardy or improba- 
ble development. General Pichegru was one of these: he 
had escaped froi;» his piaci; of transportation to England, 
where he lived in want of these succors that the French 
royalists were willing to extend to their partisans. From these 
reasons, and from having been long enlisted in the cause, as 
ivell as from mortification al not haiine acted more resolutely 
in Fructidor. Pichegru now entered into a plot for violently 
overthrowing the power of Bonaparte, with a knot of men 
fitting for such an enterprise. George Codoudal, the stubborn 
Chouan, was another leader. It was not to be supposed that 
such a man would shrink from assassinating the first consul, 
who was, personally, the chief obstacle in the way of their 
plan; but how far this was a generally received principle of 
the enterprise, is difficult to ascertain. 

What the conspirator* chieriy wanted was a name, a leader 
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oppose to that of Bonaparte. JVlorcau was 
precisely the persuing; a great jroiifira], a rival of Bona- 
parte. The very project of I'uFstiujr such a mini contradicts 
the idea of assassination, which he certainly would not listen 
to, and which his connlemince might, render unnecessary. 
Moreno, though a valiant soldier, was a weak man: he had 
allowed himself Id In: duped in lirwuaire; and since his vic- 
tory of Hohenimden lie ii.nl hecn trailed with si udied neglect 
by Bonaparte. Ills wife, subsequent to that victory, had 
several times sought an interview with the first consul and 
Josephine, at the Tuilleries, had boon kept in antechambers, 
and slighted. She had great influence over her husband, 
and she exerted it lo induce him, already sufficiently willing', 
to hearken to propositions for overthrowing the tyranny of 
Bonaparte. The royalist asrents, on the watch, took advan- 
tage of this disposition, and formed a reconciliation betwixt 
him and Pichegru; and he thus became, at least, cognizant 
of the intended plot. Fouche, who had iost his situation as 
chief of the police, but who still maintained his agents, is 
said to have been instrumental in thus implicating Moreau, 
and in maturing a pie!, of which he himsell' holding the clue 
might take advantage with liiiiaparie in showing his superior 
information, his utility, and zeal. 

Pichegru, at length, arrived from llngliuul in January, 
1804; George Cadoudal had preceded by many months. 
They both saw Morcan, who was disgusted by the ferocity 
of the latter; and their scheme, whatever it was, seemed not 
to moke any progress towards maturity. Numbers of their 
accomplices were already in prison ; and it seems as if Piche- 
gru and Cadoudal were allowed to continue at large merely 
to afford them leisure to win over Moreaii still more, and im- 
plicate him. But these conspirators of sm:h discordant opin- 
ions, could agree in no plan whatever: they met, separated, 
hindered the conspiracy, had always excuses for deferring 
their project, and despaired of fixing upon any. When they 
were severally arrested, — Murium first, then Pichegru, Ca- 
doudal, and the Polignacg, — Pichegru and Cadoudal were 
both armed, and the latter made resistance. When question- 
ed as to his supposed project of assassination, Cadoudal 
frankly answered, " I came t.o I'aris to ntlac:; liie first consul 
openly by force, and by the same means which ho takes to 
protect himself, his e.-ei.irt ami Irs guard. We waited to act 
until a French prince arrived in Paris." This confession in- 
dicated, what indeed seems probable, that the project was a 
revolution, not a mere assassination, which must have been 
often in the power of Cad unhil t.> effect during the si* months 
HI.— 12 
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that he had been in Paris. But the conspirators wailed, in 
order In effect their plans with a legitimate prince at their 
head; and it is wry probable that the scruples of Moreau 
demanded this, and obliged the others, unfortunately for (heir 
scheme, to larry for it. 

In the interval between their arrest and trial, occured the 
blackest deed that history iiopiifs to Napoleon, of guilt inex- 
cusable, and of truth undeniable, even by himself— the mur- 
der of the due d'Enghien. This noble youth, a grandson of 
the prince of Conde, and heir of that illustrious house, ex- 
tinct by his death, was of course an emigrant, and attached 
to the tor tii iiea of his house. He inhabited a place called Et- 
tenheim, in the duchy of Baden, only a couple of leagues dis- 
tant from the French frontier, aware that, a revolutionary 
movement in favor of royaiisiii w as nlieinniy in Paris. Bona- 
parte was at this time besieged not only by the emissaries of 
his minister of police, but also by those of Fouche. As there 
really was a plot hatchim'. tin"; lirst consul paid more atten- 
tion than he otherwise would to these reports, by which he 
was eternally harassed and irritated. Foucho represented the 
conspiracy to have assassination for its principal object. "The 
air is full of poniards," wrote he to Bonaparte. Then it ap- 
peared, from the depositions of some of the accused, that they 
" only waited lor the arrival of a French prince to commence." 
The due de Berri was expected at the time to land secretly 
near Dieppe. Savary was sent to lie in wait for him: for 
Bonaparte, maddened by Poncho, foit. tin; Corsiean spirit of 
revenue stir within him, and was eager to spill the blood of 
the family which, he imagined, aimed at his life as well as his 
power. The old Jacobin party, and Fouche, its representa- 
tive, were anxious to be for ever secured against the return 
of the Bourbons, and on this condition promised all fealty to 
Bonaparte, their future emperor. An act of terrorism, the 
judicial murder of a Bourbon, was just the pledge they sought; 
a pledge he was not unwilling to give, if the due de Berri 
could be caught on French ground. That prince, however, 
came not. Bonaparte was disappointed; and in order to make 
up in every way for the disappointment, he resolved to seize 
on the due d'Enghien, a Bourbon also, and expectant of the 
royalist insurrection. He wan on neutral territory, to be sure; 
hut Bonaparte had learned to slight international as well aa 
moral law; feeling himself as a liigli-pricst of policy, above 
such "beggarly elements." He accordingly gave orders that 
it body of troops should surprise the castle of Kttenhenn, and 
carry off the duke. This was put in execution on the 15th 
of March; and the illustrious prisoner was, without deJay, 
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■ nrried to the castle of Vincennes, near Paris. He arrived 
it nine o'clock in the evening, much wearied. He was nev- 
ertheless, brmirhf oil thai very niglit .holori"; a military com- 
mission, and accused of tliu crime of bearing arms against 
France. Instead of denying Ilio charge, the young- prince 
avowed and gloried in it ; and the commissioners, like a jurv. 
returned a verdict of guilty, and oven that reluctantly, but 
still with a belief that a punishment so atrociously severe in 
his case as death could not follow it. Besides, the duke made 
a request to see and speak with the first consul. Savary, how- 
ever, who had orders to see judgment executed, and who had 
learned in Egypt implicit nuri oriental obedience to the word 
of a master, interfered. Under his direction, the prisoner was 
made to descend about daybreak into the fosse of the ehflteau, 
where he found a newiv-dug grave, and a company of gen- 
darmes drawn up. The prince saw his fate, and submitted In 
it with a soldier's courage. A murder worthy of the worst 
days of the revolution, u-as. po root rated ; the heir of Cotide 
had ceased to live; and Bonaparte, endeared by Ibis pled ye 
to the regicides, was assured of their support in mounting the 
imperial throne. 

In this latter view, the death of the due d'Enghien was not 
so bootless a measure an lias been imagined. Moreau had not 
yet been brought to trial. The military were attached tn 
him; the populace believed him honest; and, at such a mo- 
ment, the resurrection and exertions of the Jacobin (action 
might have turned the scale against Bonaparte. Some time 
after this catastrophe, Pichegru was found strangled in his 
prison ; and Wright, an English captain, who had landed Ca- 
doudal from bis vessel, ami « ho bad been tnken prisoner, was 
discovered with his throat cut. Suspicion could not but fell 
upon Bonaparte. Yet, why should he not have brrmtrli* I'iH.e. 
gru to trial as well as Morcim'! CM the oilier band, it is not 
umliiiiile (bat these men fell by their own hands. Savary in- 
culpates Fouche, The circumstance must remain matter of 
mystery and conjecture. Georges Cadoudnl, and the most 
guilty conspirators were next de'.'lt with. They were brought 
to trial, condemned, and e*ee>:'ed. The I'olljjna.cs were, how- 
ever, spared by the first consul. Moreau was next arraigned; 
there existed no riiYi.il 3 wlus'.ever against liim. The tribunal 
was inclined to acquit him. But, by a kind of negotiation be- 
twixt the judges and the govermnini. Moreau was condemned 
to two years' imprisonment.', a sentence that the first consul 
commuted to exile, .Morcn'.i retired to America. Fouche, 
as the price of bis uiibnmilion and. activity in these affairs, 
was reinstated as minister of poKce. 
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Whilst the royalist plot for overthrowing the first consul's 
government thus failed utterly, whiuli it needed not have 
done, had it been a mere purpose of assassination, the French 
police were long and artfully cn^ajred in attempting to im- 
plicate the diplomatic. agents of Jlfisjliuirl, and to raise ground 
of accusation agninst liiem. Subordinate envoys were first 
circumvented. Numbers ofadioil emissaries introduced them- 
selves to Mr. Drake, mid to Mr. Spencer Smith, English resi- 
dents at the courts of .Muriel) ami Sluf.tgardt, revealing plans, 
and making promises of royalist insurrection, of betraying 
towns, &e. "These bulletins," ,M. Bignon admits, "were all 
fabricated by the Jr'rench police; the promises, only so many 
chimeras, with which the prefect, of St.rasburjr fed the credu- 
lity of Mr. Drake." Poor Mr. Drake was indeed taken in. 
Some letters of his, in which he exulted over the speedy ac- 
complishment, of tiirsy; designs, were intercepted; his folly, 
raiher than his guilt, proclaimed; and, unfortunately, the story, 
garnished with unblushing falsehood, gave Bonaparte, what 
he so much loved, a protest for declaiming against the Ma- 
chiavelism of England. In all countries, the enemies of 
France of course rallied, as far as they wore permitted, around 
our ambassadors, as the only points of independent power and 
resistance; and these personages certainly required a great 
degree of prudence and courage. Bonaparte made war on 
them by all means, lie seized Sir George Eumbold on the 
neutral territory of Hamburgh, and only released him to avert 
the indignation' of all Germany. Lord Elgin was singled oul 
amongst the English detained in France, and tempted to im- 
plicate himself by the demons of the police. To catch a Brit- 
ish ambassador tripping, was what Bonaparte most loved. The 
artifices used with Lord Elfrin fiirm a perfect sample of the 
mode; whilst Bonaparte's declaration in the MonileuT, "that 
the British envoy at Madrid bud asserted to flic Prince of the 
Peace the right of a country to cause the assassination of 
sovereigns with whom it was at war," gives at once the mea- 
sure of his veracity. 

It was in these petty squabbles and machinations that. I.ih 
meanness of Bonaparte appeared. Hitherto his life had been 
that of a hero; stained, indeed, with the blood of Jaffa; for 
which, however, he might plead the excuse of stern neces- 
sity. In fields of ba'tle, in negotiations, in ■Government, he 
had shown himself the superior spirit. But now, as he ar- 
rives at the height of power, as he doffs the hero's tunic to 
assume the mantle of the usurper, the vulvar Jacobin appears 
—rude, ruthless, tricky, envious, mendacious. Finding a 
worthy ally in Fouche, :-3 condescends to make war by eaves- 
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droppers a,, .ho doors oi'tlie envoys of his foe, rather than with 

armies in the field; iit;;l wields the base ocn of malignity, 
rather thou the warrior's faiml, A.bsolule power proved fata I 

While a victorious commander of the armies of Italy, a crown 
could not have added to his greatness. When we first look 
upon him as emperor, we behold chiefly the -murderer and the 
monarch united. Previous to this epoch, there existed still a 
feeling of generosity betwixt England and her enemy. Bui 
henceforth it was a personal and deadly war,— a war not only 
of existence, but of honor, — a duel not to be receded from till 
one or other of the antagonists fell. Unfortunate it was, that 
France was identified in her leader's quarrel. Had she kept 
her liberties, thai, even of her press, such fool lies could not 
five cone, forth to the world, nor been credited at home. But 
Bonaparte, not daring to trust Ids character and acts to a free 
press, shows sufficiently the color of both: whilst, by yield in;; 
this precious liberty, this sun of the public mind, to a despot, 
after all the clamors and blood spent in the name of freedom, 
France becomes answerable for her own credulity, as well as 
for those crimes, and that injustice, which such credulity al- 
lowed iilin to commit. 

This was tin; epoch of Bonaparte's becoming emperor. The 
steps of his throne were the supposed projectsof Piehegnj and 
Georges; the blood of D'Enghien cemented them. Here in- 
stantly appears the great object of representing the views of 
the conspirators to be those of assassination. For, the life of 
the first consul being aimed at, it became necessary, accord- 
ing to the logic of the hour, to render the present rule and 
system permanent ; that is, hereditary. And in fact (he argu- 
ment was right ; a despotism for life is an absurdity, a com- 
plete bonus upon assossi nation ; however, the way of mending 
the absurdity was to abate the despotism, instead of rendering 
it eternal. Scarcely twelve mouths bad elapsed since the first 
onsul lind declared in councd "hereditary right to be an ab- 
surdity." The senate now asserted the necessity of declaring 
Bonaparte hereditary sovereign, " in order to insure the pub- 
lic triumph of liberty and equality without fear of overthrow." 
Tuis unblushing reason for perpetuating a dictatorship was 
worthy of the Mm>.ili:iir itself The senate having obsequi- 
ously given its adhesion, the tribunate was required to discuss 
the question, net consi.il n!ionaily, but as if in a "private re- 
union of citizens." Twenty voted for, seven against. Bona- 
parte's elevation to the sovereignty. To s.ueh members were 
reduced even the mock representation oi France. Carnot 
Hlone, as a sl.au rich republican, spoke Im'dly forth his opinion 



Jy Google 



184 1118'i'OltY OF FRANCE. 1804. 

" Shall freedom, then," said he, "be shown toman, in order that 
he may never enjoy it. 7 Musi, it bit ever offered to his vows, est 
it fruit tempting indeed, but fraught with death as the conse- 
quence of touching; it! Nature is then indeed. but a step- 
mother !" On the I.Svh of .May, I'-Ol, :he French senate p"- 
ed a decree, and presented it. to tin; fir^t. consul, styling "Na- 
poleon Bonajiarto emperor of the French." The people at 
large were to be consulted as to the hereditary right implied 
as belonging to this title ; the faree of universal suffrage was 
never «-=i titEiiLi - in France to sreieiiou ads of i lolence or usurp- 
ation. Still here a manifest difterence was observed. Whilst 
the* votes for the consulate had been nearly four millions, with 
tt few thousand dissentient, voices, the three' millions that de- 
clared for the empire were counterbalanced by upwards of 
two millions that protested. 

The se-nnhts ainsidtizrn, instituting the empire, confined the 
descent to Joseph and l/uus; excluding Lucien, who had 
been most instrumental in elevating his brother to the consul- 
ate; and Jerome, who was profligate, and had made a foolish 
marriage. Court officers, with titles of superlative magnifi- 
cence, were at the same time created; Joseph was called 
grand elector, as if in mockery of himself and of Sieyes. 
Then Louis became constable; Berthier grand huntsman. 
Three such men, wearing three such titles, must indeed have 
excited the derision of the Parisians. Tint sarcasm Is short- 
lived, when allowed merely to vent Itself in whispers. And the 
French, who had at first been asliamed to wear the riband of 
the legion of honor, soon came to admire stars and orders, and 
lo worship d ign it.aries. The second and third consuls, Cam- 
bae ores and t.e Br tin, became arch-chancellor and arch-trea- 
surer ; whilst seventeen of the principal generals were 'de- 
clared marshals of France. 

The year 1804 was spent by Bonaparte in assuming his new 
title. It was the subject of serious negotiation with all the 
states of Europe, England excepted. Austria, the weakest, 
was the first to recognize it. The opportunity was even cho- 
sen by her for modifying her own; her sovereign, instead of 
elective emperor of Germany, styling himself hereditary em- 
peror of Austria. The army, however, was the true basis of 
Napoleon's power , nor was he contented until his dignity had 
received their approbation. He accordingly visited Boulogna 
during the summer, and in a muritli after his arrival there, ot 
deretl a. grand review and ceremony on the lfilh of August, 
the day of his fete. He was to distribute crosses of the le 
g-ton of nonor to the military. Seated in the midst of his nu 
iiii'rous armies, the shore.; nf Fna'aml and : ts fleets betel 
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him, Bonaparte was thus in presence of the foe that served 
as a pretext to his elevation. The troops answered his claim 
to tin; umpire with loud acclamations, and lie considered him- 
self henceforth raised on the buckler, like another Clovis, to 
be the founder of a new dynasty. From Boulogne the new 
emperor hurried to Aix la Chapelle, the ancient capital of 
Charlemagne. Here he received the acknowledgment of h' 
ignity by his brother of Austria. 
That naught might be wanting, the church was requested 
to give its sanction. Its inferior members had already display- 
ed their zeal. The clergy, in their addresses, styled him Mo- 
ses arid Cyrus, applying to him the name of every biblical 
hero. They saw divine right in" success us well as legiti- 
macy ; and proclaimed " the finger of God" as the agent of 
his elevation. To sum tip this condescension, the pope him- 
self made a journey to Paris, in order to crown the new 
Charlemagne, who, by the liy, und curtailed from the church 
Ihose very possessions said to have been ceded to it by the 
pious Frank. On the 3d of December the coronation took 
place in Notre Dame; Bonaparte, however, placing the 
crown on his own head as well as upon that of Josephine. 
Pius the Seventh spoke an humble homily on the occasion. 
Comparing himself to Elias and to Samuel, Napoleon to Ha- 
zael, to Jehu, to David, and to Saul, the pontiff consecrated, in 
the name of the Deity, whose vicegerent on earth he was, the 
crown of the new emperor. 



chap. vm. 

1804—1807. 



We have traced the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte In llie high- 
est pinnacle of greatness; let us pause to take a view of his. 
character, since in that character was now concentrated the 
force which influenced the fate, not only of France, but of 
Europe. It is no longer the distinction--; of party, the play of 
public opinion or of political intrigue, that we have to narrate 
The crowded stajre of t';e reusj.ition lias been swept clean ; 
and, in lieu of its stirring scenes, its rant, its blood, its inte- 
rest and depth, we behold the silent statue of a conqueror en- 
throned. 
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Bonaparte seems to have been ■rjltt'd by nature with all Ihe 
general ami efficient qualities of ;;rea!.uiW, but with none of 
those peculiarities which umielimes mar, sometimes adorn it: 
his powers differed from those of the mass, not in kind, but in 
degree. Great good sfirise, quickness ecer^v indefatigable, 
an eye and judgment that never erred or slumbered whils 
their objects were unreached : these were bis attributes ; cir 
cumstances afforded them the opportunities .of success. H 
was a child of fortune, but not a spoiled child: he neve, 
turned his back upon her favors in caprice or neglect, never 
lost an opportunity without taking the utmost advantage of 
it; whilst, likewise, he never anticipated the course of cir- 
cumstances, nor ventured* forward till every accessory was 
prepared, and all ripe for consummation. He was not one of 
those born to struggle against events: be never could have 
been either a Casar or a Catiline: tor in adversity he was 
out of his element, and pine.? like a southern exotic undei 
a northern sky, unless when the: sun shone full upon him. 
He was a wretched conspirator : the I8th Brumaire was 
effected, despite of his blunders and his fainlncss, by his bro- 
ther Lucien ; and fortune came there to his aid, as she did at 
Marengo. 

Napoleon was endowed, in fact, with great intellect, but 
not with great passions: lie loved neither women nor free- 
dom; his very ambition was an after-thought, begotten of 
events. A little k-fire Veodoniwe we find him meditating 
the purchase of a country-house and farm, " but not of con- 
fiscated property," — so unstable did he esteem the revolution. 
But he had the restless spirit, the craving for activity, which 
is the germ of ambition. He was not without enthusiasm, 
hut he had never more than he could well control, — one rea- 
son why he could never be eloquent; for the enthusiasm that 
the pen may affect and exaggerate, must be felt with the 
warmth of inspiration, ere it acts' upon the tongue. Now 
the absence of all passion and all enthusiasm is selfishness in 
the highest degree ; and such became the all-absorbing 
malady, the distinguishing trait, of Napoleon. He Was in 
capable even of friendship. Himself; his greatness, that or 
France beennse bis, became for him a passion, or rather th( 
substitute for one. It is thus we judge him from history 
thus madame do Siai], tic mnsi. ;j< nmtra tin jr observer of hvt 
man character, read that of Bonaparte. 

From this principle, ibid nu'lity of reeling and power ol 
intellect, flowed the \irtnes and "the vices of the man. Hi 
was not imposed on by the oant of the revolution, nor carried 
away by its fanaticisn:. Being indebted for his advance to 
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the rise of the democracy, he adopted tliat side which threw 
command open to his talents: he sided with the revolution, 
and rendered it triumphant ; but he never adopted its preju- 
dices against either aristocrat or churchman, both of which 
classes he uruired. He hud a respect for even royalty, and 
kept the king of Sardinia on his throne despite the directory. 
He was not hy nature cruel ; but supreme command, espe- 
cially of armies, inspired him with a contempt for human life, 
and a disregard for destroying it. He had no immoral ten- 
dencies; but, as education gave him no principle of religion 
or morals, or rather, as the revolution took away all he might 
Lave originally imbibed, V: Has loll free to adopt the maxims 
of expediency, which are sufficient to render the prudent 
moral whilst they are surrounded by their equals. Bonaparte 
lost this salutary clioci, ils lit: rose abmo liis follows to power. 
On his first ascent he seemed to think all permitted to him : 
he had reverence for neither justice nor truth ; and did not 
shrink from even murder, until the outcry of Europe taught 
him that even sovereigns find a tribunal in the public voice 
which it is dangerous to bravo. 

In European society, civilization has restrained the conduct 
of men by a double chain ; by that of morality and religion 
first, by that of honor after. The many, who shake off the 
first, are enabled to cling by the last ; and the result, so far 
as their neighbors arc concerned, is much the same. But (ho 
French revolution had destroyed both these ties ; one was 
bigotry in its eyes, the other a relic of aristocracy; and Bo- 
naparte was completely without either,— the fault of his posi- 
tion more than of his character. Indeed, one of his greatest 
misfortunes was his want of gentle habits and feelings on 
reaching a throne : stern morality would no doubt have suf- 
ficed ; but stoicism is rare and difficult, especially in such a 
situation: whereas the gentlemanly spirit is common, is 
strong, is ineradicable; of tenderer and nicer conscience 
than the moral, which it supplants. It would have preserved 
Bonaparte from thai, habitual rudeness, which soon left no 
servants round him but servile instruments, unable to delay a 
guilty order, or hasten a generous one. It would have pre- 
vented him from condescending to turn scribe in the Moni- 
teur, and putting himself in personal collision with the pow- 
ers and sovereignsof Europe all of whom he individually in- 
salted, besides working up his own wretched vnnitv to a pitch 
unworthy of his station. It would have kept him from pub- 
lic altercation with andia.ssadors at liis court, or base traps 
laid for them at neighboring ones. It would have inspired 
him with a respect fb- truth, nor allowed an emnoror's hul- 
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ietin to have become a word ey no i ^ y : j i i"i ■. i is with a lie. In fine, 
it would have preserved him iVom lln: foul slain of having 
murdered a defenceless prince. The faults of Bonaparte 
form a striking proof turn- vulgarity may lead to Crime; and, 
perhaps, the beat plea for the aristocratic organization of 
society is, that honor, tin: essence of tlial. iystem, is the best 
substiiiitc for moral principle, tliaseed of which is perishable, 
nd difficult to rear. 
We must repeat the assertion, that Bonaparte was not made 
to sway events, however lii. lo sway mankind. War he al- 
ways found made to his hand ; if Ins system, his incorrigible 
system, his oblique ami se'tish views of ju^ice, and his reck- 
lessness iif oihers' rights justly provoked it. this did not enter 
into his calculation. He really imagined that Austria, or 
Rutland, or any European power, had no right nor claim to 
interfere with his aggrandizement ; and considered their mis- 
trust as a kind of wilful impertinence. Wars then came 
of his arbitrariness. But he never entered upon them avow- 
ing merely the aim of conquest. The only two cases in 
which he did do this, in which lie did take tiio initiative of 
fortune, viz. in (he Egyptian and Russian expeditions, failure 
and defeat were the consequences. But if thus unable to 
rule over events, he was eminently calculated to rule over 
mankind ; above all, over masses of men. His elevation and 
his feats were alone, indeed, enough to excite the highest 
admiration; but this was fostered by a thousand acts which 
were almost natural to him. No monarch ever acted idol so 
well as he. All may sit to he worshipped ; hut he could re- 
flect grandeur in return. Then he had no weakness, no lux- 
urious or royal enjoyments. He was all absolute in his rule; 
iii conquering and administering imperious. He was not SO 
successful in attaching those who came in contact with him. 
The marshals, indeed, could not but bow to him, who was the 
leading .star of the profession and of the land. But personal 
friends Bonaparte had none. He was incapable of friendship 
or affection, and could only be served at length by men. friv- 
olous and martinet, like Berthier ; cold and rigid, like Du- 
roc;* o." blindly devoted, from an innate and menial feeling 
of servility, like Savary. Thus his power, in extending 
widely over the land and over men, spread its roots, like cer 
tain splendid trees,— the ash for instance,— horizontally and 

* Tf Honaparti' < ,| hi . ■ i> ,i. ill 1 i ,1 :.i.i - - ■ l ■ ■ I ■ r - . I nl ii 
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superficially through the soil. They did not strike down- 
wards, perpendicularly and protoimdly, Jilte tin; oak, which 
ot more tardy growth, still rises to superior mamstv, an <] 
braves with tar more vmamrjiierriHo romance the furv of 
adverse elements. 

The year 1804 saw the rise of a new coalition against Bo- 
iiaoartc. Austria might rjuri i I under former defeats, and Prus 
sua might well hesilafe to provoke ll,e coeoueror. But Russia 
had no such fears, and spoke an independent language Th 
murder of the duke d'Fngluen hud e.volted the emperor 
Alevaiif.er s abhorrence. I lo put. his court into mourning for 
the unfortunate prince. Gustavus of Sweden followed (lie 
example. Of the French functionaries, M. .ie Chateaubriand 
a.one sent in a generous resignation: whilst Louis XVIJI 
sent hack the order of l!n^ gohion lleeee to his relative the 
monarch of Spain, who, though a Bourbon, dared not express 
a feeling of resentment towards France. But it was the 
conduct of Alexander that most affected the French emperor 
.Hi.: mminjm.Lro: tlie Russian court, and the remonstrances 
ot its representative in Pans, were poignant injuries. Na- 
poleon, as usual, took up the pen himself to answer them ■ 
aim, as usual, falsehood Mini infill hWrd from it '■ Suppose " 
wrote he, "that when lkii-h,nd meddled i!ie assassination of 
the emperor i'aul, the conspirators were known to he within 
aea-neol the lronlier, would tliev not have been seized^" 
1 lie ;i liiision was a deadly and malignant insult, not so much 
l^l'-n-ln:ni, who misfit se»n, siici, ca .mimics : Imt lo Alexan- 
der, who had profited at least by his sire's untimely death. 
Ine Russian emperor replied by summoning the T-'rmieh to 
™ ,Bln Hanover and Naples; and soon after his chare* 
a affaires was ordered to leave Paris. 

This breach aeeuiuplishoii the first desire of Great Britain 
which w-as to find a con! mental ally agamst France The 
death of the duke d'ihi-liien server] In- in ihis ; and menaced 
its perpetrator. For a considerable lime Spain had been hi 
alliance with France, aiding her, however, with sub-nlio- 
ratner ihan with troops. Knglainl, tho-e-b aware of the covert 
hostility of Spam, pretended not to observe it, and respected 
that country as neutral. But the prospect of Russian alliance 
made the ministry more bold ; and iho oeace with Spain was 
suddenly broken by the eapture of some shins of that nation 
returning laden with specie. It was a ('arrant act. of mms. 
tice ).. the very sly'e of lionnparte's own "conduct, cud pro- 
ceeded fro,,! the very same imbecility which threw upon us 
the Dame of the renewal of tiio war.— an irresolute, waverin.. 
system, which was hut weakness, and which looked like 
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treachery. England had thence to contend with the fleets of 

France and Kuniii united, an alliance which inspired Bonaparte 
win jTinit hopes. 

Ill the spring of l-U"). wiiihst the clouds of hostility were 
gathering against hi:n fro:n the north, Buimpnrte took a journey 
i.o Milan, 111' order to exchange his title of president of the Cis- 
alpine republic for Unit of king of Italy. Here, received with 
enthusiasm, he placed upon his own head, in groat, ceremony, 
he crown of Charlemagne, called iron, from a nail of the true 
cross which it contains. "God gave it me," exclaimed he; 
beware who dares to touch it." He ordered a splendid review 
to take place on the plains of Marengo, and, to mark his at- 
tention to minutite, he had brought from Paris the same gray 
frock-coat which he had worn at that memorable battle. But 
the general's habit had lain by since he had donned the im- 

E:rial mantle, and worms had eaten it. Genoa, of late the 
igurian republic, was now, by a stroke of the pen, incorpo- 
rated with the umpire of France. This formed one of the 
complaints of Austria, then pressed by England and Russia 
I.o coalesce with tlieni, and arm. But Bonaparte had ac- 
quired the habit of filching towns, and adding territory to ter- 
ritory. It was incurable and inevitable; and his amazement 
was, that people could find fault with a thing so _ natural. 
His object in seizing Genoa is announced in one of his let- 
ters to Le Brun, whom ho :i;ipoin!cd governor. That amiable 
man had mitigated his stern orders to press the naval popu- 
.ation of the port The emperor wrote him the following 
reprimand:* — 

" In uniting Genoa, to the empire, I was induced neither 
by the revenue, nor by tin: lain! iorees she might con tribute. 
I liad but one object i" new, viz. 15,00(1 seamen. It is then 
going against the very spirit of my feeling to be lenient or 
backward in raising aiiii levying this ibree. You are too mild, 
too tnerciful. How can you govern people without discon- 
enting them! What would you do, if you were charged with 
forcing the conscripts of a couple of French departments to 
march to the army 1 I tell you, that in matters of government, 
force means juslire ns ir.i-ll an xirlueJf As to discontent of 
the Genoese, I am not the man to listen to such remon- 
is. Think you I am decrepit enough to fear them. My 
r is, Seamen, seamen, and still seamen. Govern but 
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to collect seamen — dream but of them. Say what you will 
From me, but say that i will have seamen. God keep you in 
liis holy guard 1 Napoleon." 

This most <;linr:i.i.'i!;ri3l.ic loiter skews !be reliance ho placed 
on a naval struggle, and his hopes of so weakening, if not 
vanquishing, England by sea, as to render his project of inva- 
sion possible. U was now that he formed the project of dis- 
tracting the atlention of England, and scattering her fleets, 
by dispatching his in different. directions, torne to the West 
Indies, some to the ports of Spain, in order to effect an union 
betwixt all, and tbrtn a naval fijreo capable of giving battle to 
the British with great superiority of numbers. The progress 
of fleets, however, could not be ordered or calculated in the 
cabinet or over a chart. A hundred chances were against 
the execution of a scheme which at best was almost hope- 
less. For in naval actions betwixt Erench and English, as in 
land battles betwixt French and Austriaris, numbers served 
to increase the disorder and rout of the unskilful combatant. 
This was soon proved. The French squadron of twenty ves- 
sels, which had gone round by the West Indies to the chosen 
rendezvous in the Channel, fell in on its return with a much 
inferior British force under Sir Rclierc. (.'alder. The French, 
were, nevertheless, defeated; and the English admiral, in- 
stead of meeting with approbation for his victory, was severely 
reprimanded at home for not annihilating the superior num- 
bers of the foe. 

Napoleon himself was In the mean time at Boulogne, fiieiog 
England, indeed, and menacing iier with invasion; but with 
his looks all the time directed to the east and north of Europe. 
He was not in the least ignorant of the coalition, or the war 
brewing against him ; and although his tent was pitched on 
the heights of Boulogne, the map upon that tent-table, the 
object of his meditation, was the map of Austria. Even be- 
fore he took the journey to Milan, lie told Bourrienne, in 
sending him envoy to Hamburgh, — " Go, I have views with 
respect to Germany, in furthering which you may be useful. 
It is there I intend to strike England. I must deprive her of 
the continent. I have larger ideas on this point; though 
they are not yet ripe. There is not enough of similitude 
amongst the nations of Europe. European society has need 
of being regenerated ; and to accomplish this, there is need 
of one power superior and dominant over all others, to be a 
bond of union, and to constrain them to peace amongst each 
other." Such were the theories with which Napoleon veiled 
his ambition. Some men have dreamed and insisted on ilio 
necessity of uniting the several governments of Italy under 
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one monarch, one despot if i-e<mi.-ite. in order to give that un- 
happy land union and independence, preparatory to liberty, 
Bonaparte applied the scheme to Europe; but with no such 
generous aim. His ideas were at any rate turned towards 
warring upon the continent., :lT. tin; same time that he remain- 
ed willi his army at Boulogne. A conversation of his with 
Bourrienne displays Lis rm.1 .minions on this subject "Those 
who believe in the seriousness of my menace of invasion are 
look They do not seethe thing in its true light. lean, 
without doubt, disembark in England with 100,000 men, fight 
a great battle, win it; but I must reckon on 30,000 lulled, 
wounded, or prisoners. If I march upon London, a second 
uattle si waits me; suppose me again successful, what am I 
to do in London with an army diminished by three fourths, 
without hope of reinibrromei-Lts ! It would be madness. With- 
out superiority of naval force, such a project is impracticable. 
No : this great reunion of troops, that you behold, has another 
aim. My government must be the first of Europe, or it must 
fall." 

However hostile were the intentions of Napoleon towards 
the still independent powers of Europe, these anticipated him 
in declaring war. In April, 1805, an alliance was concluded 
betwixt Russia and England. Hanover and Naples were to 
be the points, to the liberal in. l' of which their armies were to 
be directed. Sweden joined the alliance. Prussia approved 
its spirit, but those of its ministers in the French interest pre- 
vailed, and preserved tbo )ieuiv;dil.y. Austria was more in- 
clined to redeem her defeats. The coronal ion of the French 
emperor as king- of the Italian dominions, which Bhe at least 
expected to have been left, independent, alarmed Austria and 
gave her a right to arm. The occupation of Genoa enforced 
both. The British envoy was ready with offers of subsidy, 
the Russians with the aid of large armies, of those troops 
which had, under Su war row, driven the French from Italy. 
One eminent personage alone opposed war at the Austrian 
court; this was the archduke Cliarles. He saw the peril, but 
was not listened to. I le accordingly loll. I in: war-department 
where he presided, and the proposals of England and Russia 
for a third coalition were accepted. 

These negot iat.ions did not long remain a secret from Napo- 
leon, who in vain endeavored tc bring either Russia to an 
alliance or Austria to terms, lie then turned to and secured 
Bavaria by a promise of iijrifraiidizliirr her territory, and of 
himself making no acquisition beyond the Rhine. Austria in 
the mean time advanced her troops, and peremptorily de- 
manded of the elector of Bavaria to unite with her. Ha 
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temporized; practised some deceit, and succeeded in excus- 
ing himself, and drawing off his army. The Anstrians oca: 
pied Munich. 

Here was the aggression that Napoleon desired ; for, with 
out some such pretext, he tea red [.he shame. ol'aha.iir.lonm;,' the 
vaunted expedition against England. Thus, whilst l'itf pre- 
cipitated Austria to hostilities premature K-, ere her allies had 
put forth their strength, in order to remote the French from 
Boulogne, he precisely served the purpose of Bonaparte. This 
last blunder of the English minister, with its unfortunate con- 
sequences, gave the tiiWuetive blow that put an end to his 
life. Napoleon affected great disappointment in abandoning 
his scheme of invasion, called Daru, and dictated to him at a 
breath the entire plan of a. campaign against Austria, the 
march of each division, lis route, the time of the arrival of 
each, and the point of junction. This seemed like magic and 
improvisation to Daru, being nevertheless the result of long 
and mature reflection. The several divisions instantly de- 
camped from Boulogne, fating different directions to the 
Rhine. The emperor hurried to Paris, and obtained from his 
obsequious senate the decrees necessary for carrying on the 

The command of the advanced Austrian army was, aa if by 
fatuity, intrusted to ftljck, that pedantic tactician, who could 
not defend Rome with an army against a few thousand men 
under Championnet- He tool: post at Ulm, thinking that 
Bonaparte must necessarily take the same road which Morcau 
had taken. On the contrary, the French emperor divided his 
numerous force into seven corps, the greater number of which 
were ordered to march to the Danube, and cross it behind 
Mack. Another was to advance by the Black Forest to de- 
ceive the Austrians. Bernadotte "was to rally the Bavarian 
army, whilst the main body gathered at Stuttgardt. Thus 
Mack, with 80,000 men, was advanced far from all support, 
whilst nearly 200,00(1 were marching to surround him. The 
French were in his rear ere he dreamed of it. Retreat was 
impossible. All. that remained was to unite the Austrian 
army, and fall with its whole mass on one or two of the 
French corps. But, no — Mack scattered his troops round 
Ulm. On one road Murat met twelve battalions of Austrian 
renadiers, with a select body of cavalry. His numbers 
allowed him to surround them. Formed in a square, these 
brave men tough!, for two liuiirs, until they were broken, slain. 
or taken. A similar affair took place at Guntzhurg. And at 
length, even upon points where the Austriiins were superior, 
their want of confidence lost them the advantage, Dupont 
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checked tl'em on one side; Ney on the other. The latter 
achieved n br\l:\nnt. foul in carrwni: tho hriclyis of Eldiiuyen, 
at the third assault; Hie immis was i'ey's first title. Beaten 
in on every side, _\iaci( wn? shut up with the. remains of his 
army in the town of Ulm. The French occupied all the 
heights around ; and Muck lnui nothuiy li'll tint to capitulate. 
The general De Scgur, sent to demand his submission, found 
nothing but disorder, and the brain of Muck in similar con- 
fusion. The latter hail no clear idea of the state of things, 
till the French tlioiii.ioh'o.- ijifurrncd him. He did not even 
know that Napoleon was his antagonist. He began by de- 
manding " eight days' truce or death," and concluded by sur- 
rendering immediately. Never was so bewildered a person. 
Bonaparte himself was ashamed of tlm imbecility of his an- 
tiio-nnist., iLiul endeavored to remove this general impression 
by treating Mack and his officers with marked respect. 

An imperial bulletin now announced—' 1 Soldiers, in fifteen 
days we have made a campaign, driven the Anstrians from 
Bavaria ; of 100,000 men, 60,000 are prisoners. Two hun- 
dred pieces of cannon, 80 stand of colors, are our trophies. 
A second campaign awaits us. We have to combat the Rus- 
sians, whom England has transported from the ends of the 
universe. This battle will decide the honor of the French 
infantry, and will tell if it be the first or the second in Eu- 

Whilst Bonaparte thus addressed his soldiers in words of 
triumph, his discourse to the Austrian generals, who were 
prisoners, betrayed that it was triumphs on another field and 
over another nation that he most desired. " Tell your master," 
said he, "to hasten to make peace. 1 want nothing on the 
continent It is colonies, vessels, commerce, that I want My 
conquest of them would he advantageous to me as to you." 
These words wen; spoken on t.'ie 20th of October, the day of 
the surrender of L'lin. On the day after, the lilst, was fought 
the battle of Trafalgar, where Nelson, annihilating the fleets 
of Spain and France, bequeathed to Bonaparte the cruel cer- 
tainty, that, if invincible on land, his great rival was equally 
sn upon the ocean. 

After reconducting his ally of Bavaria to his capilul. Ikina- 
parte now advanced into Austria, his lieutenants driving all 
before them as they advanced. The French emperor crossed 
the Rhine on the 1st of October: on (lie SOih, Mack and his 
army were prisoners. On the loth of November, Napoleon 
made his entry into Vienna. The Austrian emperor and his 
troops had retired info Moravia ; for the Russians, whom Mack 
had expected at Ulm, were only now at Brunn. Had the war 
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been delayed six weeks, iSaooluou mi^ht have had a more dif- 
ficult tusk. He was now not only master of Vienna, but of 
(.he neighboring lirid^r: over tin: Danube. Taniies had won it 
by an act of unexampled audacity. He had advanced on the 
bridge, speaking In the Austrian ouicrrs, alluding to a proba- 
ble armistice, ami distracting their attention, whilst a column 
»f grenadiers followed him. As the Austrian officers were 
before their cannon and around Lannes, the artillery could not 
fire: when the former expostulated, Lannes gained time by 
excuses; and when the word to fire was about to be given, 
he overthrew the officer, the French rushed on the cannon, 
turned them ; and the important bridge, securing a passage 
over the Danube, was won, we may say, in jest. Such was 
Austrian simplicity. 

The emperor Francis had hoped to the last that the Rus- 
sians would arrive in time to act on the right bank of the 
Danube, and so preserve Vienna from occupation. The first 
Russian army — it marched in two bodies — had advanced under 
Kutusoff higher up the Danube than Vienna. Hearing of the 
capture both of that city and its bridge, Kutusoff hurried back 
to Brunn. He feared to be cut off from the other body of his 
compatriots, and with some reason. Murat attacked him; 
but the French general allowing himself to be deceived by 
the proposal of an armistice, Kutusoff made good his retreat, 
leaving, however, his lieu tenant .lira era t inn to hear the brunt 
of the enemy. This general had the honor, with 6000 men, 
to make a stand against double his force of I'Yeneh, fight them 
with inveteracy, and then escape. The encounter raised the 
courage of the Russians— they were yet the soldiers of Su- 

The French occupied Brunn. The emperors of Russia 
and Austria had rallied at Olmutz. They were at the head 
of 80,000 men, whilst Bonaparte did not muster more than 
(50,000. He had bad to garrison Vienna; and to leave troops 
to watch the archduke Charles, who was in South Austria, 
pressed by Masscna, but. still in force. Some uegolia'inn took 
place, but both French and Russians were too full of confi- 
dence to abate of pretensions before a battle which each 
hoped to win. This battle became a matter of absolute ne- 
cessity to Napoleon, tar advanced as he was in an enemy's 
country; Hungary unoccupied on one side, Bohemia on the 
other: Prussia, too, was menacing. The French, in their 
rapid march to intercept Mack, had passed through the Prus- 
sian territories of Anspach, and thus afforded a pretext of 
war. An envoy now arrived from Berlin; hut the emperor 
told him to stay bis mcKBitji-fi until a battle, which was iruini 
t opt. should be decided. 
111.— 13 
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The Russians ami A'.Btrin!i.=, iia.vi:i<r united ti.l their threes, 
determined to not on the offensive. On the 27th of Novem- 
ber they marched from Oluuit.y. towards the French, who 
wire; concentrated to the eastward of lirunn. Napoleon, who 
had studiod the ground in his rear, retreated before Ihe ene- 
my, drawing- his right wing back more than the rest of the 
army. Kulusoff, seeing this, and tailing it for weakness, de- 
termined to turn the right wing of the French, and so threat- 
en to cut off their army from Vienna. Bonaparte thus, by 
drawing his army as nearly as was wise to one point, sug- 
gested to his enemies the idea of turning and surrounding 
him ; a dangerous project for them, since it extended their 
lines, and exposed their weak points to an enemy, vigilant, 
drawn together, and enabled to protrude an overwhelming 
force in any one direction. Had the Russians an idea thai 
this retreat and concentration of the French were dictated by 
art, they would of course not have committed themselves. 
But the French did every thing to affect hesitation and timid- 
ity: they not only retired, but, in partial encounters, showed 
a disposition to fly. To the proposals of Alexander, Bonaparte 
answered hesitatingly. He received the aide-de-camp sent to 
him on the outskirts of the camp, as if to avoid its weak state 
being seen. Works were thrown up. An interview, as the 
pretext of four and twenty hours' truce, was begged. In 
short, a hundred petty artifices were employed to persuade 
the Russians that the French meditated a retreat ; and that 
the former should lose no time, not only to attack, but also to 
intercept. 

On the first of December the combined army completely 
fell into the trap. The chief force was pushed on to the ex- 
treme left, whilst the troops of the rest of the line, diminished 
for this purpose, descended from heights in front of the 
French, in order to move towards the left also. Napoleon 
might have posted his army on these heights, and would have 
done so, had bis object been merely to repulse or cheek the 
enemy ; but his aim was to defeat and destroy them ; and he 
therefore yielded them the heights, which, being? separated 
by ravines between, favored his project ior cutting the Aus- 
trian line, when weakened by its extension and its march to 
take the French in flank. Bonaparte watched arrviously the 
motions of the enemy in advance of Austerlitz; and no sooner 
did his acute eye perceive their forces thrown to their left, 
and the number, in front of him. on and around the line ot 
heights diminished, thai; he exclaimed, " Yon army shall be 
at our mercy ere to-morrow's sun sets." Nay, so certain was 
he of this, that he determined to communicate his confidence 
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l.o ] i in j-olrlif-rs; and infi.'i'mi.d tlnn: in a ^riiitod circular or 
order of the iky, that ■' the enemy, in inaretiing to turn the 
French rigli'., lenl evnosed iheir own Hank." On the evening 
of the first, the firing commenced 0:1 tin: menaced point, the 
right of the French. Napoleon galloped thither, made his 
disposition for the morrow, and returned on I'oot through the 
ranks and bivouacs of his soldi: iv. The morrow was to he 
lite anniversary of his coronation: they promised hirn the 
ftuii-ian colors and cannon as a gift in honor of his fete. 

Soult commanded the main right wing, called by some the 
centre, because Davoust led a division still further oil; to op- 
pose the object of the enemy in turning the French or taking 
them in the rear, ficniadol.l.o was the general of the centre, 
Lannes at the left, Murat and the cavalry behind the two 
latter, Bessieros in reserve, with Oudinot and the guard. 
The sun rose on the 2d of December with unclouded bril- 
liancy; it was hailed and remembered long as the sun of 
Austerlitz. Its rays discovered the Austrians and Russians 
disseminated on, around, and behind the heights before the 
village of Ansterlitz, whence the allied emperors watched 
the first effect of their chief effort against the French right 
Here the battle began ; Soult and Davoust supporting the at- 
tack with their wonted activity and skill, greatly aided by 
their positions, which were amongst flooded and marshy 
ground, with the ice too weak to support the tread. All that 
Bonaparte required oflmve ^onerais was to hold their ground 
for a certain number of hours; his aim being to attack simul- 
taneously with his left and centre that portion of the enemy 
in front of him, which he proposed to cut off from their en- 
gaged wing. Napoleon delayed long, however, to give the 
signal for this attack, so little looked for by the enemy. He 
feared lest they might recall their ireiipH from their left No 
sooner, however, did he hear the sound of battle fully cmragrd 
in lliat direction, than ho gave the word. His generals hur- 
ried from him, each to his post; Lannes, Bemadotte, l.eginod. 
St Hilaire, each at the head of his division, advanced. The 
allied columns at this moment were descending from the 
heights, in the direction of their left, where they looked for 
the brunt of the battle. They never expected to find it be- 
ore them, Bonnrraite hnvine; sedrduiio'.y concealed the force 
rid motions of his army. The Russians were thus surprised, 
nd attacked during an oblique march, by columns their 
equals or superiors in strength. They were cut in two, rented. 
and separated one from the other. The French gained the 
heights, pushing their enemies into the defiles. This, no 
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doubt, took time to effect; but the details can be imagined, 
if the ruanceuires In: cci: i : | ■: ■ ■? i ;.-ii i i ^■■1 . :iini I Ik- result se:zeil. 

Between Austerlitz and the heights thus won by the 
French was still the Russian reserve, with the emperor in 
person ; his choicest troop?, the guard tor instance, command- 
ed by the grand i:uko Consuiutme. These two were march- 
ing towards the left, when to their astonishment the French 
skirmishers and cavalry charged in amongst them. It was a 
scene of surprise and confusion. Tin: emperor, however, 
aided by Kutusoff, rallied his men. The Russian guards and 
other regiments charged; and the French, a moment since 
victorious, were driven back. Some regiments that had even 
formed squares were broken into and routed by the impetu- 
osity of the Russians. INapoleon did not sec what was taking 
place, Austerlitz being hidden from him by the heights. His 
ear, however, caught sounds that did not augur victory, and 
lie instantly sent Rapp, his aide-de-camp, to see what was 
the matter. Rapp galloped off with some squadrons of the 
guard, rallied stragglers as he advanced, and saw, as he came 
up, the menacing position of affairs, the Russians victorious, 
and sabring the French, who were driven from their broken 
squares. They were already bringing cannon to play upon 
Rapp, when the latter, crying out :.o his men, "to avenge 
their comrades and restore the day," charged at full speed 
amongst the Russians, '('his g;:ve ;.lie routed French time 
to breathe and rally. They grouped and formed: Rapp re- 
turned to the charge. Half' an hour's obstinate struggle and 
carnage took place, which terminated in the rout of (he Rus- 
sian guards before the eyes of the two emperors. 

This feat achieved, Rapp rode back to acquaint Napoleon 
that all the foe in the direction of Austerlitz were in flight. 
On other points victory had been already assured. The left 
of the allies — the left, on the efforts of which so much had 
been built — was now cut off; it was completely destroyed or 
taken. The most dreadful feature of its route was the at- 
tempt of several squadrons to escape over the lakes: the ice 
at once gave way under the accumulated weight, and thou- 
sands of the brave men perished. 

Such was Austerlitz. Savary had liest summed it up in 
calling it "a series of oianiemres, not one of which failed 
that cut the Russian army, surprised in a side march, into as 
many portions as columns were directed against it." All have 
seen Gerard's picture of the battle, or rather of its conclusion, 
where Rapp is seen riding up, with broken sword and bleed- 
ie:g front, to tell I lie tidings of his complete success. It repre- 
sents that fact. Ot'-<IUHH] combatants, the allies lost one halt, 
cd' which 10,000 were slain. 
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On the evening of the battle, the emperor of Austria sent 
to demand an interview with Napoleon. Jt was arranged lor 
the 4th; and took place within a few leap; mis of Austerlitz, by 
the fire ot'a bivouac. The sovereigns embraced, and remain- 
ed two hours in conversation, during which the principal 
terms of an agreement wen; <>f oonrso discussed. Napoleon 
showed forbearance and magnanimity. The emperor of Rus- 
sia retired to his dominions. He professed great admiration 
for the French hero, but refused to enter into any treaty, or 
even to ac know lot! go limi as emperor. The part of the king 
of Prussia was most difficult He had been ready to join the 
coalition. Count d'Haugwitz had arrived, prepared to use the 
language of menace; but finding Napoleon successful, he 
complimented him upon his victory. "This is a congratula- 
tion," was the reply, "of which fortune has changed the ad- 
dress." In proportion as he had shown forbearance to Austria, 
he gave way to vituperation and anger against Prussia. He 
railed against treachery and lalse friends; and in short, so 
frightened Haugwitz, that the latter concluded a treaty, re- 
signing Anspach and Bareuth on the part of Prussia, and ac- 
cepting Hanover in lieu. It was Napoleon's object, thus to 
set England and Prussia at variance. It was singular enonyh 
that, almost at the same moment, Hardenberg, the Prussian 



patible agreements were soon before the cabinet of Berlin, to 
its no small embarrassment, It drew back from the difficulty 
as best it might, accepting Hanover merely as a depot, and 
yielding Anspach, as Haugwitz had consented, with Cleves, 
Berg, and Neufchatel : the two latter principalities were be- 
stowed upon Murat and Berthier. Scon after, the treaty of 
Presburg was signed between France and Austria; the latter 
power ceding Venice and its Dalmatian ieri'i:.ories lo the king- 
dom of Italy, and the Tyrol to Bavaria. The elector of Bava- 
ria was ruiscd, as well as the duke of Wirt.emberg, to the 
rank of king : and the dominions of the new monarchs in- 
creased by the influence of France. Thus Napoleon com- 
menced his plan, afterwards developed in the confederation 
of the Rhine, of exercising himself that influence over the 
German states which theempiro held of old, and which of late 
had been shared and disputed by Prussia as the head of the 
i'rol.rslanl interest. 

Napoleon had declared to his own senate, and to the empe- 
ror of Austria, that he sought no aggrandizement for France. 
Thisdeclarationwaswit.il him a kind of nolo ejiisi'fpttri, or 
nolo restore, which was a certain forerunner of fresli u-cquisi- 
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tions. Venice and Dalmatia acquired to the kingdom of Italy 
was a commencement. An army of English and Russians 
had invaded Naples. The French emperor now determined 
to occupy that country, and expel from thence its reignina 
house. This was effected by his mere command. He had 
made kings in Germany of the rulers of Bavaria and Wir- 
temberg. This was merely try in? his hand at monarch 
making : and at the same time Rerthier and Murat were ere 
ated German princes. Now his chancellor and treasurer, 
Cainbaceres and Lehrun, were created dukes; one of Parma, 
the other of Piacenza or Plaisance. And, among the lately ac- 
quired provinces of Venice, Da Imatia, IstrkFriuli, Belluno, Fel- 
tre, Bassano,Vicenza, and Rovigo, were declared duchies, and 
assigned to the generals and statesmen of the imperial court. 
Joseph Bonaparte, elder brother of .Viipoleon was declared king 
of Naples; and Louis king of Holland; tlie latter was a mild 
domestic character : he had espoused Itortense Beauhamois, 
the daughter of Josephine. 

This 'princess had been a great favorite with Napoleon ; ;o 
much so thatcaiumuv liiul atticln (1 criminality l.o their friend- 
ship. We believe this to he false. Hor tense, whose charac- 
ter strikes us in a mote interesting light, as having composed 
that well-known air and song, " Partant pour la Syrie," was 
attached to the brave Duroc, who, perhaps shaken by the cal- 
umnies which assailed her, desisted from following up the 
suit which he had at first paid. Napoleon, who was not adverse 
to this match, on its being broken off gave Hortense to his 
brother Louis,— an event that made both unhappy. Such 
were Ibe new king and queen of Holland. 

According to the received rules of romance writers, the pres- 
ent was the acme of the hero's prosperity ; naught was heard 
of but marriage and principality. Few ef bin relations v.v.ic 
forgotten: in this respect none but his own views of grandeur 
were postponed. Already, indeed, be began to meditate di- 
vorce anil an ambitious remarriage. The sma.lest want or flaw 
in the fabric of ambition renders him who rears it wretched, 
and although hereditary right had been decreed to belong to 
Napoleon, the clanse was rendered null by nature.' As to laws 
of morality or religion, we have seen that Bonaparte hail been 
iilliiL'etl.cr without: respett. for them ; but he was attached tc 
Josephine, and sineerelv longed to render his schemes consist- 
ent with her bap'iiness." When this became no longer possi- 
ble, the latter was sacrificed : but this period bad not yet ar- 
rived ; although he could scarcely pardon himself for the crime 
af imioble aiarra<rc, which lie so severely reproached and 
visited upon his brothers Lucien and Jerome. These had nn 
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share in the honors of the day. His sisters were now alt ele- 
vated to rank. Caroline espoused Murat the duke of Berg ; 
Eliza was given lim sovcn ignly of Lucca ; and Pauline, the. 
youngest, widow of general J.eclerc, brought GuastaOa in 
dowry to the Roman prince Borghese : Eugene Beauhamoia 
at the same time married the daughter of the king of Bava- 
ria.; Talleyrand hecame prince of Benevento, Bernadotte of 
I'onte-Corvo. 

In the great struggle of France for European supremacy 
if not for universal dominion, to which circumstances partly 
impelled, and ambition partly prompted Bonaparte, there is 
neither space nor interest to spam for the pettier details of 
internal administration, the preparation of codes, or the finan- 
cial crisis which, at the epoch of Austerlitz, paralyzed the 
commerce, and nearly mined the bank, cf France. Diplomacy 
and war occupy the entire scene, and demand to possess it ex- 
clusively. In the commencement of LB0(S, some weeks after 
the battle of Austerlitz, Pitt breathed his last. On Fox's sue 
ceeding to him, there was some expectation of peace ; and in- 
tercourse commenced by a letter of that statesman, warning 
the French emperor of an offer made to assassinate him. Ne- 
gotiation followed, to which the ereat obstacle of success 
seemed to be, that the French insisted upon Sicily in addition 
to Naples. The most remarkable circumstance connected 
with these negotiations is the anxiety of Talleyrand to con- 
clude a peace, and the sagacious and almost prophetic views 
on which were founded this anxiety. He saw clearly, and 
said, that without a peace with England, Napoleon should go 
on warring, fighting battle after battle; which, with every 
chance in his favor, was still continuing to gamble, and to 
stake his fortune upon a throw, instead of insuring arid enjoy- 
ing what he possessed.* After all, an agreement, however 
styled a peace, could have been hut a truce. Napoleon had 
derived the great consequences of his lute victories: but the 
petty corollaries were yet to follow ; state after state must 
fall within the vortex of ius power, or else resist it; and sub- 
mission could have been the only temper in which England 
would support peace. She had not yet been reduced to that. 
Austria and Southern Germany were completely under the 
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power and the delation of Napoleon. Italy was his, from the 
Alps to Tarenturn : S]*iin was obsequious as a province. The 
only independent power bordering on ('ranee, for Franco now 
extended to the Rikr, wa.s 1'russia. She was to be the nest; 
ami, with sufficient latuity, alio did not see this until it was 
too late. She had acted altogether a. most unworthy and im- 
prudent part We have spoken of the two treaties; one 
signed by Haugwitz with Napoleon, the other by Hardenberg 
\\-i:.h Euy/lam!. ln,i h in J>eeenil!er, ]fj()3. Perplexed by her 
bad faith, Prussia obtained the advantage of neither : she 
naturally hesitated to accept Hanover, and to shut her porta 
against England ; but as Anspaeh and Cleves, ceded by Haug- 
wita, were already seized by the French, Prussia resolved to 
break with England rather than not get an equivalent ; and 
her troops, accordingly, occupied Hanover. England raised 
an outcry. Fox declared the conduct of Prussia to be "every 
thing that was contemptible in servility, and all that was odi- 
ous in rapacity.' Napoleon pursued his measures; he libelled 
Hardenberg in the Moniieur. accused him of telling his coun- 
try, and at length procured his dismissal despite the snp[*.irt 
and interference of the queen. Prussia had dishonored her- 
self for the sake of Hanover and the Freneli alliance ; what 
then was her mortification on learning, through the English 
papers, that Napoleon had offered to restore Hanover to Great 
Britain as the price of peace! Nothing was more evident, than 
that the French emperor was merely making a tool of Prus- 
sia ; and that he was prepared to crush her, to slight her, and 
to seize the first pretext (or both. 

The accomplishment of a new scheme of Napoleon was 
still more alarming to Prussia. This was the confederation 
of the Rhine, by which the smaller German states, which 
hitherto had met or sent their envoys to a diet, presided over 
by the emperor of Germany, were incorporated into a new 
feileratinn, of which Franco was The head. Those States were 
bound in alliance, defensive and offensive, with the French 
emperor; the quantity of their contingents fixed; so that, in 
fact, Napoleon became suzerain of the greater part of Ger- 
many. Austria could make no resistance to a measure, which 
she hud almost proposed, in declaring her onijwror's title he- 
reditary. That sovereign now abdicated trie ancient authority 
over Germany, which his ancestors, for so many centuries, 
hail possessed. With his declaration, in ]80fi, may be con- 
sidered 10 teru"iii",r ; ?e the rei«n of In,, moijcrn Cassars. 

Tiio confederation of the Rhino, though drawn up, agreed 
on, and signed in July, was still kept secret for some time, 
and its rati li cation delayed. Negotiations were going on with 
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England and with Russia ; and had they succeeded, at least 
had that with England succeeded, the new scheme of usurpa- 
tion would have been kept back and in reserve, until a favor- 
able opportunity occurred for declaring- it. Peace with Eng- 
land, however, railing to be accomplished, and the war-party 
getting the uppermost in Russia, Bonaparte ratified and pub- 
licly announced the confederation of the Rhine; flii]gi;i(.' it, 
like a bold defiance, in the face of the powers that still re- 
sisted him. 

Prussia was instantly in a stale of mistrust and alarm, in- 
creased by i win sing that Napoleon had offered to restore Han- 
over to England. The French, indeed, made offers; invited 
Frederic to form, on his side, a similar confederacy in the 
north, and to assume the imperial title also. But the court of 
Berlin, though flattered by the proposal, received on all sides 
too many proofs of the bail faith, and slighting, if not hostile, 
intentions of France, to put trust in her offers. The break- 
ing off of negotiations between Gnat Jirilaiii, Russia, and 
France, took place in July, 1806, as did the ratification of the 
confederacy of the Rhine. In August, Prussia sounded tlie 
trump of war, by increasing her army, and calling forth its 
reserves. Cause she nii^iil have for lhls act; yet not more 
cause thai) the last ten years mii'kt have afi.irded. Had Prus- 
sia united with Austria in the second or third coalition, be- 
fore that power had received a final and stunning blow, France 
might, in all probability, not have succeeded in establishing a 
tyrannic supremacy over Europe. But selfish timidity kept 
her arms tied then ; and now, when the French emperor was 
in his might, in fhe pride of victory, when Austria was hum- 
bled, Prussia steps forth, like a David before the great Go 
liah, but without either meriting or possessing that divine 
protection which enabled the >oiing Israelite to triumph. 

If it was imprudence in Prussia to have decided upon war, 
it was madness not to have sought and awaited the aid of 
Russia and Great Britain. Yet when Lord Morpeth, the en- 
voy of the latter country, spoke of Hanover, he was answer- 
ed, that its fate depended upon a battle: in other words, if 
Prussia won, she kept it; if she lost, Ji'ajmleon would take it 
for himself. As lilt lc; eagerness was shown by Frederic to 
avail himself of the aid of Alexander. His army, which, in- 
deed, it was difficult to restrain, pu-heri ter'.vani into fSnsony, 
for the purpose of jlircin;: the eieel.or to join ids troops to those 
of Prussia : and Hesse was equally summoned to take up the 
cause of Worth Germany i^anist France. For the sake of 
forcing these alliance*, the Prussian army was advunoed south 
to Weimar, far from its own territory, arid from Russian aid. 
The blunder of .Mack at Ului was repealed. 
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The French force was already collecting. Bonaparte left 
Paris in the latter end of September. He came by Mayence 
r.o Wurlztiuru; and was at Bamberg, the rendezvous of hia 
inny, on the 6th of October. Here was the war preluded by_ 
summonses anil proclamations on both sides. The king of 
Prussia bade the Fremiti quit Germany, whose soil they had 
no right to tread. Napoleon returned the bravado most m> 
ficiiorously. by makin;; not Frederic, but his queen, tin; object 
of his attack. A French bulletin says, "The queen of Prus- 
sia is at the army, clothed as an Amazon, wearing the uni- 
form of her regiment of driifiocns, mid penning twenty let- 
ters a-day, in order to kindle flames on every side. One might 
believe her to be Armida out of her senses, setting fire to her 
own palace. Near her is the young prince Louis, overflowing 
with valor, and expecting vast renown from the vicissitudes 
of war. Echoing these two illustrious personages, the entire 
court cries 'To war!' But when war shall have come, with 
all its horrors, it is then that each will vainly endeavor to ex- 
cuse himself from the guilt of having drawn down its thunders 
tijion iho peaceful comUrios of the north." 

The Prussian army, commanded by the old duke of Bruns- 
wick and its king in person, was scattered along the high 
road from Eisenach to Weimar. An it had advanced so far, 
it should have taken the offensive, and pushed further on. 
But Brunswick was not capable of forming and persisting in 
a plan ; the march made by a corps one day, it countermarch- 
ed the next Not so Napoleon ; the French army came from 
the south. The road by which the Prussians had come, by 
whieh they must retreat, and along which were their maga- 
zines, ran from Weimar, where they were, in a north-eastern 
direction to Leipzig, and by consequence obliquely to tho 
French. Bonaparte resolved to march upon it, rather than 
upon Weimar, and thus cut off the Prussians from their home 
and their magazines. This was effected ; the only resistance 
being made at Saalfiekl by prince; Louis. Cut the Prussians, 
unsupported, were driven in, and prince Louis himself slain. 
by a serjeant, who in vain called to him to surrender. The 
French now occupied the course of the Saale, their backs to 
Germany ; whilst t [ i<> 1'iossJans were obliged to turn theirs to 
France, in facing the enemy that had intercepted them. The 
main force of the French under Napoleon crossed the Saale 
at Jena; whilst two divisions, under Davoust and BemadotW, 
more to the northward, had occu^ed fSnremborg, also on the 
Saale, and on tho l;i;rb read from Weimar, where the Prus- 
sians were, to Leipzig and Berlin. To dislodge these, and 
restore the intercepted communications, was now the chief 
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object with the Prussians. The greater part of their army 
marched, in consequence, with the kinj and the duke et" 
Brunswick, to dislodge Davoust, whom they met in advance 
oi ,\ui'<:riilierg at Auerstadt. 

The rest of the Prussians, under prince Hohenlohe, advanc- 
ed against the main army of the French, which was at Jena, 
commanded by Napoleon himself. The two encounters, tbat 
at Jena and at Auerstadt, took place on the same day, the 
14th of October. 

Tin: hiiitle of Jena, taken alone, does not present any mas- 
terly or decisive manoeuvre. Whore Napoleon allowed his 
skill, was in the orciisrinir of his march, which forced these 
deei-ive actions. On the liolfi. bnye\"er. In; was not wanting 1 . 
His force was concentrated upon a high and narrow plain, in 
front of Jena. His artillery could with great difficulty be 
■brought into position. The emperor, who looked to all him- 
self, was obliged to stand the greater part of the night in 
seeing a road cleared for it; he himself holding torches, and 
directing the labors of the pioneers. The morning of the 
14th was foggy ; the armies could not discern each other ; and 
the Prussians, ignorant of the French position, knew not 
where to direct their attacks. Ney, however, attacked their 
left, and was beaten hack, till Soult arrived to his support. 
Ah the fog cleared up at mid-day, the engagement became 
general. The Prussians behaved like brave soldiers, and 
showed a resistance worthy of the army of the great Fred- 
eric ; but it was more in coolness and strictness ofmanceuvre, 
than in that irregular spirit and audacity which characterize 
the French. Each officer and general of these troops exer- 
cised a free-will and judgment; rushed in when: limy saw 
an interval or a «;ncrin;_r (Hiiin : in id obeyed more the spirit 
than the letter of their commander's orders. The German 
troops, and still more their officers, wen: not equal to this, — 
the true reason of their universal defeats. The Prussians 
could take no advantage of their successful resistance on 
many points. Charge after charge poured on them ; were 
repelled; and allowed to form again. At length, Augereau 
arriving against their light with fresh infantry, and Mural 
coming up with his cavalry, the Prussians were defeated, 
gave up the field, and fled. 

Davoust at the same time had a much harder task than 
Napoleon. He had to make head nyaiiist a Prassian force 
triple. his own, led on, moreover, hy its sovereign and com- 
ma nder-in-c hie 1', >,"iLj]ole(.n un.s not aware ef this ; thinking, 
3ii the contrary, the main army of the Prussians to be a( 
Jena; neither was Davoust, until engaged. When the latlel 
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sent to B.'rnauotle.to aid him, this general, under the same 
impressions, and unwilling to act secondary to Davoust, re- 
fused ; which afterwards proved ;i trreiii cause, or pretext, of 
Ihe emperor's severity towards him. At Auerstadt, as at 
Jena, a fog prevented the armies fru:n ofcon ing each other's 
forco, but not from coming to action. There was an ohstinate 
fight. As the day grew clear, tin: French saw the numerous 
army which menaced them; utterly destitute, too, as they 
were, of cavalry. They drew up instantly in squares; and 
iIiiih withstood all the ettorts of the Prussian horse led on by 
Blucher. When these were obliged to retreat, the French 
rose and drove in the infantry in front of them, breaking the 
centre of the Prussians. Again they formed in squares to 
resist fresh efforts of' the dniic; of Brunswick and prince Wil- 
liam of Prussia, who led the cavalry to the charge. Fortune 
aided the valor of the French. All the Prussian generals' 
were severely won in! oil. liriin-n ick. him- 'ill Selnnettau, VV';n-- 
lensleben, and prince William. Their troops were obiin-od to 
retreaL lastly, tlie kin;; hmisclf made a gallant effort to 
restore the fortunes of the day in vain. The centre being 
broken, all the cfllirl* nf i.lie wjtiitb could not produce a seri- 
ous nv-elr. Toe Prolan?, v.iili their monarch, turned their 
backs; and the routed troops from both Jena and Auerstadt, 
as they mingled in their (tight to Weimar, informed each 
other of the extent of the disaster. 

If the statesmanship of the king of Prussia had neither 
been noble nor wise, he, as well as his family and nation 
vindicated at least their honor, even on the field which they 
lost In his flight, Frederic sent to demand an armistice of 
Napoleon. It was refused; and on the following day Erfrrt 
surrendered to Murat, with near 100 pieces of artillery, 
14,000 men, and numerous magazines. The French pushed 
on without intermission towards Berlin. The duke of Bruns- 
wick had been conveyed to Hamburgh to die. Schmettau, 
whom his wounds detained at Jena, did not survive. He had 
served under the great Frederic, and lived long enough to 
see the glory of the Prussian army overthrown. Napoleon 
had avenged the defeat of the Fieneli ai Rj^lKiel], hut ri > r ^ ■ i J 
his wonted generosity in victory, when he took away from 
the field the commemorative column, and sent it to Paris.* 

* Aftur \iip.:i:n(in's ri:*iirn Iran AiisIitIji?,. I)i ! iin:i presented him with. 
divrrs llinlnls i'.Iusrriiriii; :if hi- vir(i.rir-<. 'I"!,.- fi-s- -, |.-|Si;nt|-|l il KriMirM 

I' I |il. I "I' ■ ■■! ', '. II I Mi I Titii-Ii iiliH- 

not taken: I tell you it is tlw lopsird iliat strangles Hie *?:!■![!■ Ilia Invii 
Ji:' Inula! f.f AuilerlLtz. ■■ 1'ir liiilllp -I' A.i-I. rliu e;n nv.u s:i!i< nitlltliu 
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He at the same time liberated all his Saswn prisoners, in 
order to a.Uach 1 tint -lector to Ins interests. 

On the 27th of Oetnlier, Nii.pohi(i:i entered Ilerliij at the 
head of his guards, in the midst of the silent tears of its pop- 
ulation. The 25 th he hail spent at. Potsdam, in the house and 
apartments of tin: great Frederic. He descended to the 
tomb of that warrior, the only character in modern history 
tor which he professed ve'ieration. lie showed it, after his 
fashion, by taking his r-word, his order of the Black Eagle, 
and the colors of his guii rtl. which he sent to the Hotel lies 
Inutilities at Paris. Napoleon showed himself tar more se- 
vere towards Prussia lium towards Austria; yet Prussia had 
shown him less inveteracy. But he reverenced the antiquity 
of the Imperial house; whilst. Ins plan of shutting' oil the 
seaports of Europe against England rendered it necessary 
that he should be perfectly master of Prussia. His conduct 
to the princess of Hatzfield is, however, an exception. The 
prince, who was civil governor of Rerlin, htid been rudely 
received by Napoleon. A letter of his, directed to his fugi- 
tive monarch, was intercepted ; the emperor caused him to 
be seized and tried by a court-martial. The fete of Palm, a 
poor bookseller, who had been condemned tor some libel 
against Napoleon, and executed in consequence, showed that 
the French cared little for legal forms. The princess there- 
fore hurried to Napoleon, thing herself at Ins feet, and craved 
(lie pardon of her husband. For reply, he handed her the 
intercepted letter, the proof of the prince's offence, and bade 
her burn it. 

Frederic, in the mean time, had fled behind the Oder. 
Fortress after fortress surrendered. Spandau had fallen at 
once; Magdcburgh, the bulwark of the kingdom, after a short 
siege; and Blucher alone supported in night the national 
character for ability and courage, lie made a daring retreat 
amongst the French division;?, which piirsned and crossed hi.i 
path, and at length, shutting him op in Luheck, forced him 
to surrender. Thus in one action had the power of Prussia 
been not only shaken, but destroyed. Austria had made a far 
more stubborn tight. But the latter had warred with Franc* 
whilst that country was weak, and had formed her armies ir 
successive campaigns, learning even from defeat; whereas 
Prussia, after a long peace, started up against Napoleon in 
ills might. The superior nationality of Austria also con. 
tributed to give her the advantage, but this not so much as is 
generally argued. 

date, the French, R.HKii;in. :iiii! A:i.1-in.i ,-ii ! .V- on the cthet, iviilmnl (lis 
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At Berlin, Napoleon had to enter once more upon the task 

ill' organizing ti new empire. All tin'; smaller states »t' Ger- 
many were now compelled to make part of ins confederation. 
Siixony was treated with lenience ; Jlesse Cassel and Bruns- 
wick with severity. Tlioempororliii.il liven an idea of con- 
verting Prussia into a republic ; of which, no doubt, he him- 
self was to become in time: president, consul, and king. But 
he soon gave up the hopeless plan of ti .ruing himself upon 
tin: honest allegiance of the (ic-ruiiiiis. His armies now oc- 
cupied Hamburgh, a free city, against which the emperor had 
no assignable cause of war. To strike a great commercial 
port with nullity, and shut it against the English, was his ob- 
ject. In addition to the occupation of the city, marshal Mor- 
tier had orders to seize the treasure kepi in the cellars of the 
Hamburgh bank; an order tin; execution of wrnch the marshal 
n;is persuaded to suspend. 

But all Bonaparte's acta, even his conquests, were surpass- 
ed in audacity by Ibe laiimus Berlin decrees. They were ac- 
companied by numerous reports, and prefaced by such logic 
as the law of 500,000 bayonets might deign to use. " Eng- 
land," Bonaparte commences by saying. '■ admits no law of 
nations, in that she captures the merchant vessels, as well as 
the armed ships of her enemy, le^e^.lier with the French 
crews of the former ; in that she blockades porta unfortified 
as well .'is furtitiei.i. and declares in a state of blockade whole 
coasts arid ports before which she can scarcely keep a single 
vessel." This last is the om'y plausible charge; those which 
precede it are mere raving. Since, were Bonaparte's edition 
of the law of nations to be put in force, France might on kind 
overrun and pillage the whole continent, whilst she might 
completely shelter her coast from lier enemy by destroying 
the tbrtiti cations of every port, and be able at the same time 
to reap the gains of commerce on one sale, and the plunder 
of war on the other. In order to establish these convenient 
rules, or rather until they were established, Napoleon decreed 
Great Britain to be in a state of blockade, forbade all com- 
merce and correspondence with it. Every Englishman found 
n any country was prisoner of war ; all English property, 
nywhere found, was confiscated.* No ship coming from 
England, or her colonies, or having touched at her ports, was 
to be received in any harbor ; or if any arrived, it was to be 
confiscated. Such was the decree by which Bonaparte en- 
deavored to shut out England from the Continent at the ex- 
pense of neutral and independent nations. This he intended 
to enforce in every port throughout the whole circuit of 
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Europe, from St. 1'cterslnr.ryli round 1.0 Constantinople. This 
scheme of wounding Great Britain by crippling her com- 
merce-, resembled, in Lis magnitude, its in: practicability, and 
ns ill success, liin plan of (lostroyk;: her Asiatic commerce 
by invading Egypt. Until rcc-.ilcfi upon himself: for naught 
more than the seventies of the Continental System, as that 
f these decrees is called, alienated from Napoleon the affec- 
tions of the middle classes both of his subjects and of his al. 
lies. Whilst the conscription, or its extreme enforcement, 
wounded their punn'.ai atlbcti.ms, ti.e sys>m deprived mod- 
erate fortunes of tlie common and customary luxuries of life. 
Sugar rose to eigiit and ten sim.ings a pound; coffee and all 
colonial produce tantamount; whilst the temptation to con- 
traband trade, arid the corresponding vexa lions of the excise, 
excited that perpetual war betwixt -o\ emmcnl and governed) 
which is the most fruitful source of disaffection. 

Meantime, an attempt at negotiation on the part of the 
king of Prussia, who had retired to Konigsberg, met with no 
result. Napoleon demanded the cession of all the courilrj 
betwixt the Rhine and the Elbe : he had already conceived 
the project of establishing the kingdom of Westphalia in 
favor of his young brother Jerome. Although not so severe 
is those afterwards submitted to by Prussia, her envoy, Luc- 



chesini. refused to sign them. 



ol]q;;er, d, 



and Frederic William Imped that the power of Alexander 
might in a fortunate battle put a check to the ascendency of 
the French. Unluckily for this hope, war broke out at this 
moment betwixt Russia and Turkey. A young military en- 
voy, Sehastiani, whom Napoleon had sent to Constantinople, 
succeeded in a few days of intrigue to destroy the amicable 
relations existing not only between Russia and the Porte, 
hut between England and that its " ancient ally." In a mr> 
ment, the invasion of Egypt by France, and its defiance hy 
England, were furgotten ; and the French ambassador was 
seen arming the batteries of Constantinople, and commanding 
Us militia, against the Hritish. As war followed upon fJie 
Danube, this caused a powerful diversion of the Russian 
force, which might otherwise have extended to Frederic 
William a more effectual support. 

Napoleon himself now advanced in pursuit of the Prussian 
monarch, after issuing a proud proclamation to his soldier?, 
in which he informed them that " they had conquered on the 
Elbe and the Oder, tie French possessions in the Indies, the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the Spanish colonies." All the 
glories of Jena and Austerlitz appeared nothing, unless partly 
won at the exnense of England. The emperor was now at 
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i'oscn, the capital of that. pari, of Puliiin! acquired by Prussia. 
From thence he went to Warsaw. Here nEiturallj; occurred 
:lie great question of i-e-estalilishiuji iho am: Lent kingdom of 
Poland; an act of rapacity not long- achieved, until it was 
dearly expiated. Napoleon might have called himself the 
avenger of Poland, and might have called it into being. I 
would indeed have been his wisest policy, a piece of gene 
rosity that might, in the future crisis of his fortune, liav 
saved him from general ruin. " But Napoleon was too selrish 
ho preferred raising up a kingdom for his worthless brother 
Jerome, to restoring one nf tho most ancient and heroic in 
Europe. There were difficulties in the way, no doubt. 
Prussia should disgorge the province of Posen ; Austria, thai 
of Gallicia. But Austria might have been indemnified. Al 
the sight of Russian and Prussian eagles flying from War 
saw, the Poles were in exultation. Their patriotism and na 
tional spirit revived ; they reassumed their national dress, and 
their youth crowded into the Polish regiments now formed to 
act in concert with the French. Napoleon was resolved, in- 
deed, to make use of their zeal ; but to reward it by national 
independence, was a stretch of generosity requiring- efforts 
and sacrifices from which he shrunk. " Shall the throne of 
Poland be re-established? Shall the nation resume its exist- 
ence, and start from the tomb to life? God alone, who holds 
in his hand the combinations of events, is the arbiter of this 
great political problem. But certainly never were circum- 
stances more memorable, or more worthy of interest." Such 
was the vague language, respecting Poland, of the Imperial 
bulletins. 

Tim Russian armies had abandoned Warsaw, hut were still 
not tar from this capital ami from ilie Vistula, where Napo- 
leon intended to pass the winter with his unriy, pressing the 
siege of Dantzic, ;;'id awaiting the MI,(H'!(i fresh eon scripts, 
which he demanded to be with him before the spring. It 
was necessary, however, to clear his front, am! intimidate the 
Russians, a new enemy, by some striking feat- Lannes, for 
this purpose, attacked the Russian corps under Beningsen at 
Pultusk: but that general made a stubborn and skilful re- 
sistance; he manreuvred so as to expose the French to a 
dreadful fire of artillery, which wounded their chiefs, and oc- 
casioned great slaughter. Reningsen was at last, indeed, 
obliged to retreat ; but the French lost their aim, and, in- 
stead of disheartening, gave fresh confidence to the Russians. 
Bonaparte ordered his army into the winter-quarters first de- 
Here, however, the French were not allowed to remain 
more than the first fortnight if tho vear IS07 in repose. The 
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.active Beningsen was well aware of the advantage which 
(he winter of their climate gave to his hardy Russians over 
the French. Hi 1 therefore mnslered his army, joined with it 
the relics of the Prussians under Lestocq, and formed the 
project of penetrating between tin: main body of the French 
and their left wing, which bordered the Baltic, covering the 
icge of Duutzic. In the end of January, Napoleon learning 
his, waa obliged to take the field. He marched northwards, 
with tin; idea of nitereeiiling lleuirigsen. liiil. sending Word 
of thia his intention to Bernadotte, who commanded the left 
wing, the messenger ami letter were s-Axtui by lierijngsen, 
who, in consequence, drew back. Thus the projects of both 
the Russian and French commanders tailed. Napoleon, how- 
ever, marching north, came up with Beningsen at Willen- 
burg; and from thence the two armies, the one retreating, 
and the other pursuing, traversed rapidly the country between 
the rivers Allcr and Passarge. Beningsen, irritated by the 
close pursuit, and the privations of his soldiers, resolved to 
turn upon the enemy, and make a stand at the little town of 
Preusch Eylau. He first endeavored to defend it ; and 
during the evening of the 7th of February, Bagration and 
Barclay de Tolly made the most gallant efforts to keep off the 
enemy. The lattef, intrenched in the cemetery, was nol 
driven from it till late at night. 

On the morning of I he Htli the Russians were drawn up in 
front of Eylau, on which ton'u, anil on all its issues, their ar- 
tillery opened a furious fire. Under this the French were 
obliged to come forth in order to engage in the battle. Great 
d die rente exists as to the stated numbers of each army : they 
were probably equal ; the Prussians under Lestocq being ab- 
sent on one side, Ney and Bernadotte on the other. The aim 
of both generals was to overthrow his adversary's left. Bo- 
naparte, in addition, sent strong columns against the Russian 
centre ; but these, in the midst of smoke, and a heavy fell of 
snow, which prevented their seeing, missed the right direc- 
tion, and got engaged between the Russian right and centre. 
Thus the head of the column was flanked on both sides, whilst 
the reserve charged them in front. There ensued a dreadful 
scene of confusion anil slaughter; and Bonaparte was obliged, 
n order to extricate his troops, to send on bis cavalry and re- 
nerve to charge, which increased tin; fin-yand indecision of 
the battle. JJavonsl. by this tieie had arrived, by a consider- 
able circuit, on the left flank of the Russians, and drove it in. 
It folded up, as it were ahnul. lo nirslje a steady retreat, when 
the Prussians under LesUico arrived, and renewed Ihe en- 
gagement- Davonst retreated In turn. But, at the same 
time, Ney arrived with h:.< division on the other extreimtv ol 
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die Russians. Thither was transported tins heat of combat. 
Mutual and inveterate charges took ol:u:e betwixt him and 
Beningsen. Order there was no longer any. The Russians, 
huddled IriL'etin;: in a small space, .re fuseii still to quit the 
ground; and the French being in equal Confusion, thei) gen- 
erals in vain endeavored to bring them in formed or decisiv 
masses on the foe. It was, in fact, a drawn battle; th 
slaughter incalculable on either side, and rendered nior 
frightful by the snow which covered lln: ground, and whiel 
still loll upon (] e wounded, dying itself with their blood. The 
Russians had not yielded (heir ground on the day of battle, 
but they had been dreadfully cut up, with no succor to expect, 
while Bernadotte's fresh division was still behind Napoleon's. 
Beningsen, therefore, retreated on the following day. 

The emperor h:;d couieiuohl.i'd maki:]? the same move- 
ment; but on the disappearance of the Russians, he remained 
at Eylau an entire week, and then retired to occupy with hia 
army the line of the river Passarge, his head-quarters being 
established at Osscroile. Here be dispatched a messenger 
with offers of peace to the lung of Prussia; whilst, on the 
other hand, he took measures for mincing Dantzie, for calling 
lip reinforcements, and supplies for his arrny. 

The tidings, that a battle el' doubtful success had been 
fought towards the extremities of Prussia, tilled the Parisians 
with alarm. The funds experienced a considerable fall. So 
miraculous indeed had been the good fortune of Napoleon y 
that people looked to its breaking like a spell, and considered 
reverses as probable. The same fooling prevailed in the army ; 
and more than one general counselled a retreat behind the 
Vistula, all looking with a distaste little short of presenti- 
ment, to prosecuting war in such distant and inhosjiil.ab'e re- 
gions. Napoleon, however, persisted in remaining on the 
Passarge, where he tarried until the month of May, when 
Dantzie surrendered to general l.ot'ebvre, giving its name to 
its captor. Reinforcements had reached both armies. Ben- 
ingsen commenced the summer campaign by attempting to 
force his way over the Passarge on the 5th of June. He was 
worsted on one point by Bernadotte, who was wounded in the 
head. The French then became attackers in turn, and drove 
the Russians behind the Aller. After an action at Ileilsbcrg, 
iHit.h armies marched northwards, the Russians on the east side, 
the French on the west side of the Aller. It became neces- 
sary for the fbriner, however, to pass the river, as they wished 
to preserve Konie-sliorg-, and at J.'riedland was the bridge and 
road which led thither. The French had but one division, 
that of Ney, immediate]',' ouposke '.(> Krieeland, Beningsen 
pushed over forces to attack it. Napoleon was at Eylau ; he 



Jy Google 



[307. BATTLE OF 

hurried, however, to Friedlarn! with the rest of his army, and 
found Ney making what resistance he could. It was the 14th 
of June ; Bonaparte remembered that it was the anniversary 
of Marengo, arid welcomed it as betokening good fortune. 
Forming hi* cokiirms in the passes of the woods, he allowed 
lie million to cross the bridge of Friedland with the greater 
part of his army. The Russian did not suspect that the whole 
army of the French were lying in wait for him when he thus 
ventured. But the several columns soon issuing from the 
wood, their cannon getting into position and openinjf upon 
him, convinced Beningsen that he was forced to tight at a dis- 
advantage, and without the possibility of retreating. He drew 
not his line, however,— il h loft cotn m i.n i icn t in.L' wslij the hridge. 
At this point Napoleon of course directed his chief attack, to 
cut off- the enemy. Nov led it ; and in his ardor to reach the 
bridge, he was routed, and the head of his column broken. 
Duponl: supported him and rallied the men. Napoleon, how- 
ever, thought best to achieve the victory with his artillery, 
which from many points played upon the Russians, who were 
now concentrated aod formed in squares. Heavy charges of 
cavalry now and then filled the pause of cajinon ; and at 
length, towards evening, tiie Russians having much suffered, 
and many of their squares broken, the French infantry again 
advanced with musketry, and completed the victory. As the 
cannon raked the brirlge, there was no retreating by it. The 
Russians Hung themselves into the river; but the attempt to 
swim across was impracticable to the Russian soldier, charged 
and accoutred as he was. Thousands were drowned, in ad- 
dition to those who perished in the field. Such was the de- 
cisive victory on which Napoleon reckoned, and which he had 
long desired, as the means of disposing the Russian emperor 



Konigsberg now surrendered. Beningsen had retreated 
with his army beyond the Niemen, the natural boundary of 
Lithuania. The French soon arrived in pursuit upon its 
banks. The Russians demanded 0:1 arnesliee. It was granted; 
iiisd prostrations made for an interview between the empe- 
rors. The first instant of repose, Napoleon issued a procla- 
mation to his army : " In ten days' campaign," said he, "you 
have taken 15J0 pieces of cannon ; killed, wounded, or taken 
60,00(1 Russians, Konigsbetjr, i<s shipping, &.c. From the 
banks of the Vistula you have flown to the Niemen with the 
rapidity of the eoode. Soldiers! yon are worlhy of yourselves 
and of me I" A raft was now prepared in l.ho midst of the 
Niemen, off Tilsit. On the 25th of June the emperors met 
upon this rid!, embraced, and conversed tin- a. considerable 
»pace. One of the first words of Alexander expressed his 
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rese-itment against England. Tne ministry then in power, 
the successors of Fox, had departed tram the Pitt system of 
subsidizing largely, ami tiio Russian monarch thought it fit 
and just to execrate Great liritaiii for not paying him to de- 
fend himself The sentiment, however, was eminently cal- 
culated to conciliate liie conqueror, who replied, that in that 
case the terms of their treaty would be easily settled. On 
the following day Alexander crossed to the town of Tilsit, 
and the two emperors were soon upon terms of friendship 
and equality. Not SO the unfortunate monarch of PriiBeia, 
who arrived a suppliant, and was treated by his conqueror 
with harshness and disrespect. Even the czar, won upon by 
llie ascendency and talents of Napoleon, felt his sympathy 
diminish for his unfortunate ally. Not even the presence ot 
the queen of Prussia could oouloi-balaiioi! tiiese new predi- 
lections of Alexander, or soften the premeditated rigor of 
Bonaparte. 

There is much inexplicable in the Trench emperor's severe 
treatment of Prussia, contrasted as it is with his lenience and 
respect towards Austria. The latter had been at the head 
of three coalitions against France: the former, after one brief 
expedition, had remained neutral, and by so doing- had pro- 
cured the ascendency of France ; yet, when at last driven ti; 
resist, she is punished more l hail the inveterate and unflinch- 
ing enemy. Bignon, as we have seen, attributes this to Na- 
poleon's having at first set his heart on an intimate alliance 
with Prussia, and to having been disappointed in this view 
The reason is not sufficient. Bonaparte had warred as a gen- 
eral against Austria; in thai inferior grade he could not but 
respect an illustrious enemy; and this early impression he 
never altogether shook off But Prussia was the enemy of 
Napoleon, of the emperor, who had condescended lo personal 
vituperation, and who scribbled against Frederic, his queen, 
mid court, in the Moniteur. Now the pen is a less generous 
weapon than the sword, especially in the hands of a soldier; 
and its use had created an acrimony both in .Vapoieou against 
Prussia, and in the Prussian court against him, that was un- 
generously remembered in the hour of his own triumph and 
hi.- enemy's ruin. 

The reason given by Bignon was, however, to a certain 
degree influential. The French sovereign had need of on 
aiiy amongst the three !»reai. powers of the north and east 
he could allord to he friendly and merciful to that one. He 
first looked to Austria, whieli, having no sea- ports, could not 
support him against England, and indeed would not. He then 
turned towards Prussia, whose mean and vacillating policy 
disgusted and alienated both him and Great Britain. Now ho 
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flung himself into the arms of Russia: anon we shall find 

him recurring to Austria again. 

The terms now granied to the ]tin<r of Prussia were stated 
publicly to be concessions made 1.0 Alexander, rather than to 
Frederic. Tliey deprived him of all his territories westward 
of the Elbe, Magdeburgh indited ; whilst on the east, he was 
curtailed of his acquisitions from Poland, which were erected 
nto an independent state, to bo culled the dimhy of Warsaw. 
[):i.rit/.ic was also declared a free town; free, however, after 
Napoleon's laslnon, with a garrison of French troops. The 
king of Prussia by this treaty lost upwards of four millions 
of subjects, preserving not more; than live millions. Yet even 
what was preserved was not generously ceded. By an un- 
worthy chicane, Bonaparte refused I" eviicuate the country 
till the arrear of contributions was paid ; and this he estimated 
at an extravagant sum, triple of what his own intendatits 
reckoned. Under color of this, French garrisons were kept 
in the towns of CiEslrm. Stettin, and Glogan. The duchy of 
Warsaw, with the shadow of a constitution, was given to the 
new king of Saxony, Find Prussia was to allow their monarch 
communication between his two states by a military road 
across Silesia. Moreover, Prussia was bound to adopt the 
continental system, and shut her ports against the English. 
This, indeed, Bonaparte enforced, commanding the course of 
the Oder by Stettin, that of the Elbe by Hamburgh. The queen 
of Prussia begged in vain for Magdeburgh. Napoleon con- 
descended once to present her with a rose ; as she accepted 
it, she said, with a woman's smile, "At least with Magde- 
burgh." " Madame," said he, " it is for me to give, j'oo iiai e 
only the trouble of accepting." Even when all this sacrifice 
was consummated, the emperor did no! rela.\ in his sarcasms 
and severities agninsl: Frederic William; nor, whenever a 
deputation of Prussians presented themselves to him, did he 
fail to recur to the painful theme of their monarch's ingrati- 
tude and imbecility; so at least the French styled it. 

Prussia, as well as Russia, acknowledged; the right and 
titles of Joseph Bonaparte, king of Naples and Sicily, — Alex- 
ander (lies iLbiiiid Lining the JiaUon Hi mrbor.s, whom he had so 
long protected. At the same time T.oei- "Bonaparte Was re- 
cognizi'd king of Holland, and Jerome king of Westphalia. 
This last sovereign was to hold his court at Cassel, the old 
capital of Hesse, and was to include in his dominions the old 
territories of Brunswick, part of Prussia west of the Elbe, 
and part of Hanover. 

The principal simulations at Tilsit were between Napo- 
leon and Alexander, lords of the old world, the one from the 
Atlantic to the Kir-rani, the other from the Niemen to the 
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Pacific. They had enormous interests i<> discuss. Alexander 
hinl not liitlmrtii raised iiii iself above the moderate and tra. 
ditional ideas of European courts. Coming in contact witlt 
■Vapoleon, whose liiinr! einbriirs-d 'be i.'.lolie. ami teemed with 
gigantic projects, the IliiKsiiiri uiijjjoi-.ji- was infected and 
caught with the high ambition which he found so eloquent, 
and saw so successful, in his great rival. Amidst his mani 
fold avocations of conquest, of Inflation, of civil and mili 
tary affairs. Napoleon had found time, whiie in his winter 
quarters on the I 'assurer, to study tin: history of Alexande 
the Great It had inspired him with many vast ideas. He 
had purposed sending an embassy, with several thousand men 
n:i<! tiny nieces of cannon, to the schah of Persia. This had 
dwindled down to a single envoy. But the alliance of the 
czar .now rendered the wildest plan feasible; and Bonaparte 
at once alluded to his ilm, rite aim of driving l be English from 
India. The necessity, however, of completing the conquest 
of Europe, ere they flunir their forces into Asia, was wisely 
opposed to this by Alexander, and the cogency of the argu 
ment was allowed. The autocrats divided this preliminary 
task. Napoleon was to subdue the west of Europe, of which 
Spain alone remained to subdue, anil Austria, perhaps, to 
humble somewhat more; whilst Alexander was to crush 
Sweden on one side of him, Turkey on the other. 

Sweden deserved, indeed, the enmity of France ; but to 
plot against Spain, which had sacriiiettl Lis navy to Napoleon, 
and whose army was at this very moment in his service in 
the north, was atrocious. We must defer notice of this per- 
fidy. That towards Turkey was equally unjustifiable. That 
court had every cause of resentment, against. France. Never- 
theless, on the instance of Sebastian i, she quarrelled with her 
allies, England and Ilussiiu and e.vnosrd herself to the peril 
n;' their hostilities. It was at this moment, in this critical 
situation, that France abandoned her to Russia. The final 
scheme of dismemberment was, indeed, postponed. Sweden 
and Spain were to be the first objects. These accomplished, 
the Ottoman was to be driven from all, save the territory of 
Constantinople. Russia was to have the north ; France, 
Greece ; Austria, as a sop, was to have Servia. This scheme 
was never attempted, Napoleon having repented of his bar- 
gain; but it was no loss agreed on at. Tilsit. Russia, on the 
other hand, was, after having offered her mediation to effect 
a peace between France and England, a mere pretence at 
impartiality, to adopt the continental system, and, with Prus- 
sia, shut her ports against Great Britain, proclaiming the prin- 
ciples of the armed neutrality. 

These stipulations, avowed or serrct, of the treaty of Til- 
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sit, were nothing- less than a league to enchain the world. 
They actually aii:iii]il:i;.ed I'nissia, Aliwrualer's late ally; they 
menaced Spain anil Sweden with tf ■.; same imminent late; 
Turkey and Austria, protectively. ;■" upland was, of course, 
devoted to ruin. The wonder is, that Alexander could have 
consented to such a plan of violence, fraught too, eventually, 
with such peril to himself His excuse was, that he was 
under a spell, bewitched by the feci nations of a mind which 
nad realized all that was splendid in ambition, and which had 
shown itself not unequal to realize the wildest dreams. He, 
indeed, soon awoke from this. 

The treaty wan, however, concluded ; arid history may add 
the striking- moral, that it was here, in this very league of 
perfidy, that Bonaparte was led into errors, which proved .;i. 
fatal to him, — here that he laid the trap into which he him- 
self inextricably fell. 



CHAP. IX. 
1807—1810. 



From the events of Napoleon's reign one consolatory re- 
flection, at least, can be drawn — the impossibility of lasting 
eouquc^t.s and extended empire in the present stage of civili- 
zation. So strong has grown the force of public opinion, even 
in the most despotic states, that any great, inhuman, and 
effectual system of oppression, such as that which founded 
conquest in the middle ages, had become impracticable. Less 
than this is inefficient for conquest. Napoleon conquered 
Austria and Prussia. Why did he not dethrone their mon- 
archs, and place himself) or his vicegerent, in their stead ' 
Because he durst not excite the whole population to arms 
against him. His talk, therefore, at St. Helena, of forbear 
ance is wild and unfounded. Hail he dethroned the king of 
Prussia altogether, his armies could not have existed on the 
the Oder and the .Niemeii, except continually fighting, con 
tinually reinforced ; and sources of recruiting were already 
beginning to fail. Napoleon did all that ne durst in the waj 
of usurpation. North Italy, indeed, weary of the Austrian 
yoke, underwent the French yoke readily, as did the south 
ern part of the peninsula when gratified with a local king. 
In the smaller slates on the other side of the Rhine, and 
within a march of the French frontier, ho was able to adopt 
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the same plan. Jerome reigned in Westphalia, Louis in Hol- 
land. With the old kingdoms of Germany he dared not at. 
tempt it. The foals, of di\ or* insurgent parties, such as (hat 
under the brave Schill, taught him what was to be expected 
from such an attempt. His own regrets, therefore, and those 
of his partisans, that he did not crush altogether the house of 
TCran den burgh, are idle. He acted unwisely, putting justice 
and generosity out of thj question, in oppressing- I'roijene 
he would have acted madly in dethroning him. Spain wil 
soon come to offer itself ft pregnant example. 

Kill, if the system of universal conquest and empire did not 
hid fair for duration, the attempts to establish it were fraught 
whh dreadful evils; amongst which are to he counted not 
only the ravages, iiiui violences, and forced contributions of 
war, but the abrogation and abandonment of nil international 
l.iw and iustiee in this deadly struggle. (Jn which side the 
blame of this is to i'kii. otters a nv.ieh-dispiiled question, which 
resolves itself into that of "which side originated war!" 
For our part, we look upon events, ami not statesmen, as 
having produced a war, inevitable between hostile principles. 
The same view may be carried larther, in attributing to 
events also, in some measure, the barbarous and inveterate 
character assumed by the struggle. Posterity will divide its 
censures. It must allow, that iVano'eon Sir overpassed the 
limits of vengeance ami retaliation, which the independence, 
the honor, or security of France demanded; pursuing seirisb 
schemes, unbailed as uncalled for by the nation, or even by 
its soldiers. In English policy, on the contrary, however the 
honest selfishness of patriotism may In: apparent, that of the 
individual at least is never perceived; whilst Prance, also, 
set the example in that contempt for neutral rights in which 
we came to participate, the invasion of Switzerland at an 
early period, and fbr the sake principally of its treasure, has 
not a shadow of excuse. 

But saying thus much against France, we cannot but allow 
our own nautical maxims to be violent and arbitrary. The 
custom of anticipating a declaration of war by the seizure of 
ships wnich had entered our ports in peace, is in itself bar- 
barous and unjust. Bonaparte, who would not allow precedent 
to be pleaded in a bar of justice, had every cause for com- 
plaint. As the war advanced, our maxim of blockade became 
more strict Engaged in a deadly struggle with a power thai 
knew no tie or restraint, the F.W:>:i ministry soon unfettered 
itself equally, and committed acts which naught but the inl- 
jierious necessity of national defence, could excuse. That 
apparent machiavelistn as to government, winch at first pro- 
ceeded more fr.irr. .he weakness of the rulers and negotiators, 
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han from their astuteness, was, at last, real. An expediency 
Became sufficient to cover, with the hou.-e of oonnnc.jis, funic 
;.f the grossest acts of injustice. One stop of the kind led to 
mother. The attack of the Spanish galleons, ere peace was 
broken, was an egregious outrage. And now necessity came 
to prompt one still more flagrant. It is a melancholy truth, 
that in human affairs the energy requisite to insure success 
lu'.ist ol'reti outstrip the limits of justice. 

Denmark was one of those neutrals now menaced by the 
two parties in this all-absorbing quarrel. From intimation of 
what had passed secretly at Tilsit, the British had reason to 
suspect an attempt, on the part of the Trench, to crush that 
country, and its fleet. To prevent the latter acquisition by 
the enemy was an instant object, and an expedition fitted out 
for another purposo v.as for'tr.vitli dispatched to the Sound. 
Denmark was situated somewhat as Holland had been — un- 
able to resist or withhold its resources from France. To seize 
the Danish fleet was the order of the British commander, it 
was demanded, indeed, as a deposit during the war, to be re- 
stored at the conclusion of peace. But an independent sove- 
reign could not listen to such condition ; and melancholy to 
relate, Copenhagen was laid in ashes by the British, in order 
to compel their acceptance. 

This of course closed the ports of Denmark henceforth 
against England. It gave Russia also ample pretext to pro- 
claim its adoption of the continental system, already acceded 
to in secret. And now it may be said that the whole ci(-;ljv.i?d 
world were engaged in war with the solitary islands of Brit- 
ain. America was hostile from north to south. Russia, Aus- 
tria, Prussia, France, Italy, and Spain, were in arms against 
her. Even Turkey, the " ancient ally," was iugrate, and, — 
except Sweden, ruled by the feeble hand of a maniac, about 
to let go his sceptre, and Portugal, — all Europe was hostile 
ground. British commodities were still landed in the Tagus, 
from whence thev were circulated through the Peninsula. In 
order to stop this'last source of gisin, us lie imagined, to Eng- 
lish merchants, JN'apoleon turned his forces to the Peninsula. 
Thus the conferences of Tilsit, did not even interrupt the 
struggle between France and Britain, but merely changed i(s 
scene from north to south. In July was signed the treaty 
on the Xiernen. Iri Kepte rubor, < 'npenLie-en « us bembaroed. 
In October, Tunot marched with an army from Bayonne 
ar.Tiiiist I'orlnin'- 

French historians agree in allowing that Bonaparte was 
How in the zenith of Ins glory. Victorious on every side, no 
power seemed capable of will islanding him for an instant 
upon land. England, on the contrary, was low as misfortune 
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could reduce her, but still unabashed in spirit, and supported 
by the inveteracy of an arliniriisiriLiioo, whose Courage we 
i.miA admin.', 111:1: iii. I'.lm^e polity, ihndly crowned with suc- 
cess, it is idle and anti-national to cavil. In 1307, however, 
the continent did not. set. the value of a rush on the armies of 
England; and the public opinion of Europe waa completeiy 
turned even against her probity, by the affair of Copenhagen. 
It cast a dark shade over the justice of her cause ; and Nano- 
leou had the advantage in fair character, until he meddled 
with the Peninsula, and showed himself equally rapaciooi! in 
the Spanish as indmdoiilly s.r".iiah !■> the Trendi, sacrificing 
the resources of his country to the elevation of In? own tiimily. 
Hence his decline may be dated. The hour of his highest 
triumph was signalized by a final blow given to the principles 
of the revolution. A shadow of Itiicrlij still existed in the 
tribunate: Napoleon now suppressed it A vestige of equality 
still remained; his dukes and princes firming an aristocracy, 
indeed, but not an hereditary one. The descent of titles and 
honors was now established by decree ; and, aa usual, the last 
measure excited most reprobation. He reimbursed the coun- 
try not only with glory, but by salutary institutions. It is 
remarkable, that as far back as his public introduction to the 
directory, on returning from Kjrypt, be stated the greatest 
want of France to be what he called " organic laws." Even 
then he looked to the civil organization of society as more 
important than the political. He saw the utility of a code, 
the futility of a constitution. The former became his chosen 
task, and it was now promulgated. The code completed the 
revolution in one of its most important aims, that of simplify- 
ing law, and not only freeing the people from its old intricacy 
and cost, but setting free that enlightened class of men, who 
follow law as a )im:!:ssio:i, from a course of brutifying Study 
which rendered them incapable of applying their talents and 
experience to public advantage. 

Of the organic laws of Napoleon, the most useful to him 
was the conscription. This true source of his despotism lie 
derived from the republic. It placed the whole youth of the 
country at his disposal. Thev wore raised without Cost, and 
supported by the contributions of the conquered countries. 
Up to 1805, no very immediate use was made of this power. 
According to Foy, but seven in the hundred of the population 
were called each year to arms. But from that epoch the 
conscription knew no limits. Under one pretest or another, 
the entire generation, not only of youth, but of manhood, 
were transported to the armies. There was no longer a fixed 
term of service. " Natural death to a Frenchman became 
that f Mind on Itm field of hittl ■ Nannlenn went ft, far. at 
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lust, as to demand 1,100,000 soldiers in one year, from a popu- 
lation exhausted by 'iU'.V combats." According to generai 
Foy, the emperor s;i;.jpor:i:il, townees the t.;:n! of the year 1807, 
upwards oi'OOO.OHO soldier*, besides the military forces of his 

The sovereign of this tremendous force, muster of one half 
of Europe, and aided by the rest, now turned his attention 
the apparently diminutive object of exclnumg ]Lr i.ljtT ir-Ti coflon 
from the Tagus. An army of nearly 30,000 men marched 
under Junot, to Lisbon to effect this. It was necessary to 
pass through Spain. The interests of the two kingdoms of 
ihe I'omnsula were indeed bo inlorlELCi.-tl, that a:iy negotmlion 
or hostility with tin: out; most necessarily implicate the other. 
The royal races of both Spain and Portugal had, to use a gar- 
dener's expression, ran to seed. They had living representa- 
tives, monarchs. heirs; bin mind, or worth, or vj'jor, existed 
not. Charles IV., now the reigning king of Spain, was 
governed by his queen, who was governed in turn by her 
favorite, Emmanuel Godoy. This man had been a soHier 
of the hody guard, and was now prime minister, and sur- 
tiamed, from a jiusn'nnimous treaty, Prince of the Peace. He 
wielded, however, but the sceptre of the court: the scanty 
resources of the ji;i!um, especially the navy, had been in 
the power of Napoleon; had been staked and lost by him. 
The Spanish colonies were, from the same alliance, lost or 
useless to the mother- country. Even Godoy could not bill 
repine at so wide and unrecompensed a sacrifice. In a fit of 
courage, whilst Napoleon was engaged against the Prussians, 
he published a warlike proclamation, which lie straight witn- 
drewon learning the victory of Jena; and despairing to act 
in opposition to France, lie sought to ingnit.:ae himself and to 
ally with her. A secret treaty was accordingly concluded Fit 
Fontainbleau between the emperor and the Spanish minister, 
by which Portugal was to be conquered, its northern prov- 
inces given to the king of Etruriiu lately expelled from Tus- 
cany by the French ; its southern provinces bestowed in sove- 
reignty on the Prince of the Peace; and the rest, including 
Lisbon, was to be reserved for the house of Braganza in name, 
—in fact, to be occupied by the French. Such was the scheme, 
professed, in its origin, to be directed merely against English 



But even this scheme, rapacious as it was, formed but a 

very small portion ...f .Yino^'on's de.-o.'n. which was to seine 
the entire Peninsula. In order to execufe this, a second army 
was formed Fit liayonue, under the ]i;-c!enee of follow-lug and 
reinforcing .luriot. Tin:!, genera! continued his march towards 
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Lisbon, where tlie court were thrown into all the agonies of 
terror ind irresolution. In October it at length determined 
to shut its port* agiiiust tlie llegjsli . ,,. resolution which the 
envoy cf tlie latter country could not dissuade. The conces- 
sion was idle. Junot advanced, entering the I'orf.i-giiete ler- 
ritory on the 10th of November, by a difficult road, and with 
suoh harassed irnoos, Ikat a. Ibm-and resolute men would hav 
defeated him. The Monitcur, however, announced, that th 
house of Braganza had ceased to reign ; and the royal family 
hastens! to fulfil it by (>:ii:j:L]-;-:iiii' on board :l>eir own and the 
British fleet, which sailed to the Brazils. On the I'iOth Junot 
entered Lisbon with his advanced guard, just in time to fire a 
Few cannon-shots at the last ships of the fleet. 

Napoleon had now realized halt' his views on the Penin- 
sula. In order to perfect the rest, a second army, under Du- 
pont, crossed the Pyrenees about the same time that Junot 
entered Portugal, and established itself on the JJouro, A third 
followed it on the first day of 1808. All the unoccupied 
forces of France were, secretly, pouring upon Spain. The 
imbecility of its rulers was certainly a strong temptation, if 
not an excuse to dispossess them. Ferdinand prince of Astu- 
rias, heir to tile monarchy, indignant at the predominance of 
Godoy, rather than at his selfish hytmyal oi' die country, wrote 
underhand to Napoleon, craving his friendship, and, as a pledge 
of his own sincerity, a wife of the Bonaparte family. Charles 
IV., on his-side, discovering l.heso machinations on the part 
of his son, wrote to the French court to complain of him. 
Thus did these princes, unworthy of their royal station, in- 
voke a master. Napoleon gave promises of protection to both 
parties, and dispatched a splendid present to the king, with 
orders at the same time to his own generals to seize tlie prin- 
cipal fortresses of North Spain. In a short time, Pampeluna, 
Bl Sebastian, and even the forts of Barcelona, conn-heiely i;i;t 
of the route to Portugal, were in the hands of the French, 
who easily tricked the Spanish invalids to whom they had 
been intrusted. This opened the eyes of Charles, and even 
of Godoy. But a few months back they had plotted with Na- 
poleon for dethroning the house of Braganza. That family 
had been obliged to iiy in the Indies. The same resouree 
seemed the only one iiuw lull l ( > Charles himself. Prepara- 
tions were made lor rearing la Cadiz, where shipping might 
be taken ; but the population of Aranjuez, raised by the par- 
tisans of prince Ferdinand, sloped the royal carriages, and 
prevented the flight. 

A nation is always prone to hope for retrieval from the im- 
becility of an aged or a weak monarch, in I no presumed vigoi 
of his heir. .Ferdinand wis known to hale Godoy, on whom 
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the faults of the Spanish monarch were throw]:. This was 
sufficient to attract towards Ferdinand the favor of the patriot 
Sp nUh. They followed up tin; tumult, which merely origin- 
ated in the wish to step lin; kiiiu'.s liiuiiE, swelled it into an 
insurrection, attacked LJuduv's hoase, ;md Su'jght to sacrifice 
him as a victim to popular vengeance. The favorite escaped 
heir search. But the insurgents made use of this advantage, 
Dy proclaiming Ferdinand king, and compelling Charles to sign 
his abdication. No sooner, however, had the monarch signed 
the act, than he protested against it as forced, and sent hie 
protest in a letter to Napoleon. This letter, or rather one 
accompanying it from the queen, passed through the hands of 
Murat, then commander of the French forces at Burgos; and 
lie wjlhout delay marched upon Madrid. 

The affair was complicated. Ferdinand reckoned upon 
the support of the French; so did the abdicated monarch; 
and Murat, ignorant of the emperor's intention, knew not 
which side to favor, t!iou:_Hi provi'iunly inspired from old con- 
nexion with friendship towards Godoy. The Spanish nation 
was in the mean time seized with exultation on learning the 
fall of Godoy. Ferdinand was hailed as the future savior of 
the country, the reviver of its glory. Raised to the throne 
by the insurrection and acclamations of the people, nothing 
could exceed his popularity. His public entry into Madrid 
excited a frenzy of loyalty, by which Murat might have 
profited in giving his master counsel. 

One of the cm^iua.s, ye!, unriddled, of Bonaparte's policy, 
is his early intention with respect to Spain. Foy pretends 
that his purpose was to place his brother Lucien on the throne 
of Portugal, and to give Liicien's daughter in marriage tc 
Ferdinand, who was to become king of Spain. This princess 
certainly was commanded to leave Italy for France. But how 
are these intentions to be reconciled with the treaty of Fon- 
tainbleau, or with tin; order for surprising the Spanish for- 
tresses? The fact is, Napoleon determined to get Spain into 
his power, and knew not now lo set. about the work of occu- 
pation. " You will not let it be known," wrote the enipcror 
to Murat, "what my intentions are,— an easy task, since 1 
really do not know flieiu my~'.'\f." The plan of allowing 
Ferdinand to remain king of Spain, with a queen of Bona- 
parte's family, was most probably Talleyrand's. But that 
statesman iiiid been of late disgraced, — no uiiinfluenlia! cause 
of the lack of wisdom thiil became manifest in the policy of 
France; and .Xupoieon leaned to more violent means. 

The quarrel of .sire ami sen, — the abdication, — the insur- 
rection, — the march of Murat on Madrid, precipitated and 
i resolution. One thing alone became fixed 



■■a by Google 



U24 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 1808- 

and evident: this was, tiiat. t-'erdinand, raided to the throne 
by the popular voice, and that voice declared against Goiloy 
cbidty for liis subservience to Franco, was not the monarch 
t.iiut suited Najxileon to have as tributary. But the emperor 
thought best to see and judge with his own eyes. It became 
requisite thai Ferdinand should be removed from amidst the 
papulation of Madrid, whose loyal frenzy gave him force. 
Savary was sent to entice him to Bayonne: and the prince, 
who was more willing to rely on the iavor of Napoleon than 
on his countrymen for his power, resolved to propitiate the 
French emperor by going to loeet him. In vain did the 
Spanish pride and Spanish loyalty of some of his followers 
endeavor to dissuade him. Ferdinand was enticed from time 
to time with hopes of meeting Napoleon at each post, until 
he crossed the Bidassoa and reached Bayonne. There his 
eyes at last were opened. Napoleon did not receive him a6 
king. Charles and the queen soon afterwards arrived at the 
high court, which the emperor held at Bayonne for judging 
between the Spanish princes. Their imbecility and mutual 
recrimination disgusted iVuio'.eori ; und, making a mistake 
but too natural to a despot, vis;, identifying a nation wilh its 
rulers, he resolved to set aside altogether the reigning noose, 
and substitute a new one of his own. 

The Spaniards did not wait in quietude until the emperuj 
had perfected his usurpation. The liberation of Godoy, — 
the spiriting away prince Ferdinand, — the occupation of their 
towns, had exasperated the population against the French. 
On the 2d of May the last of the princes were to set out for 
Bayonne. The sight of Hie carriages and preparations ex- 
asperated the people of Madrid. They retained their fury 
until the departure took plate, and then it burst out in despair. 
An aide-de-camp of Murat was first, assailed : soldiers rescued 
him. The first sign of a tumult was a .shock that set on fire 
the inflammable .mind of the Spanish capital. The French 
were universally assailed : their stragglers and solitary sol- 
diers wounded ; and even their hospitals attacked. The 
French, on their side, were soon under arms; their cannon 
wept the streets; their cavalry dispersed the multitude; 
whilst the small band of Spanish soldiers, who mode common 
cause with the people, were beaten in and perished on their 
o-uns. A great number of the French had fallen. Of the 
Spaniards there were more prisoners than slain. Murat, ex- 
asperated, caused them to be tried :iy courl-maM.ial and shot ; 
and when he wished to put. a stop to the slaughter, Grouchy 

refused to obey the merciful < m.er order. An ecclesiastic 

had not been even aliowud to the victims 
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that rendered tfc.e French still mop: odious in the eyes of the 
Spaniards. 

Tidings of this insurrection soon reached Eayonne, and 
had the unfortunate effect of exasperating the emperor against 
Ferdinand, whilst the easy suppression of the tumult seemed 
to anjue, that Spain would be forced to submit to a Bonaparte 
sovereign with as little difficulty as Naples. Through the 
influence of Godoy. ("harlfjs was induced to resign his crown 
in favor of the emperor Napoleon. Ferdinand was more 
stubborn. His sire, and, above all, the queen his mother, in- 
veterate against a son whom me uel.esTed. tailed the emperor's 
views with a blind rage, that shocked even Napoleon himself 
The queen threatened to declare Ferdinand illegitimate un- 
less Tie yielded. Napoleon hinted that he might meet the 
hie of D'fvighien ; ;l:jiI on the fitli of 'Slay the nriiice consent- 
ed to yield back to Charles the crown that he had but just 
assumed. On the 10th, the Spanish royal family, having 
played the part required of them, were sent off; the old king 
and queen to Fontainblean, the princes to Valeneay. Bona- 
parte then summoned .!■'><> Spimkii nob'-.'s of his choice to as- 
semble at Bayonne. They met in June, and assumed the 
name of the Cortes. They were informed that Joseph Bona- 
parte was to be-kiiijr of Spain. To this they acceded, about 
as voluntarily as Ferdinand had done; the duke of Iuiautndo 
nevertheless making restrictions to his declaration of alle- 
giance. A menace to have him shot overcame the scruples 
of the Spanish gtavidee. Joseph was declared king of Spain 
and the Indies. His place on the throne of Naples was given 

Whilst Bonaparte was completing this act of machiavelism, 
his brother of the north was accomplishing his balance of 
usurpation. Finland was invaded bv the Russian armies in 
February ; and on the very day that Ferdinand was forced to 
sign away his rights at Bayonne, tiie ancient province of 
Sweden was declared by an Imperial ukase to be a.mie.ved ro 
Russia. 

.\apoleon had allotted to himself a far more difficult enter- 
prise, of which ho foresaw the perils. One who had so well 
known the Vendean insurrection, as to refuse, whilst his for- 
tune wa? yet. to make, to serve against it, and who had no 
sooner attained power than he hastened to pacify remaining 
r.!isi.lTyc1ii.i:'i hv concussion, was well aware, that, siionlii Spain 
rise, it might prove, in his own words, "a cancer" that would 
eat into his empire's very heart. But Napoleon hoped that 
the Spanish would not rise. The Bourbon dynasty was not 
old ; had not been glorious; and, in fact, the Spanish attach- 
ment to Ferdinand was the product, of chance. He had ex- 
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pressed the nat .:,ual wish in hating Godoy, liocame accord- 
ingly identified with it: the insurrection completed his popu- 
larity. And in overthrowing him, Napo-eon insulted the 
nation. Had the emperor the aid of Talleyrand's sagacity, 
hud he even a civilian, a s.'.atesmiiu, to act for or counsel him! 
But Mural and Savary were his agents and envoys, — rude 
military men, displaying the hilt of the soldier in their policy : 
and these provoked a war, of which Napoleon was doomed 
never to see the term. 

The insurrection of the 2d of May provoked a tendency to 
similar movements d! over the kingdom. When the tiling,* 
of Joseph Bonaparte being proclaimed king, and his having 
passed the Pyrenees, succeeded, the national fury lost all for- 
bearance, and started into open display. The French \vere 
assailed and massacred in most towns ; the soldiers made com- 
mon cause with the people ; and the commanders who sought 
to resist the general will, were mercilessly sacrificed. By a 
precaution, that proved long promedilaiiijii, the flower of the 
Spanish forces had been marched to the north of Europe hy 
the order of the French emperor. But the void left by them 
was soon filled up; and insurgent armies, commanded by able 
generals, made their appearance in e tew weeks' time in all 
parts of the Peninsula. In the north, however, whore the 
French were strongest, their patriotic attempts were attended 
with bad success. In July, lies'ioro* defeated Blake and 
Cuesta at Rio Seco so decisively, and with such slaughter, 
that Napoleon declared IhuL the victor had placed the crown 
on Joseph's head. In fact, the Prussians had scarcely suffered 
more at Jena; and their monarchy fell inconsequence. But 
in Prussia Bonaparte attacked but an army ; here he was op- 
nosed by a nation — that hydra, whose powers of resistance 
increase in proportion to defeat. Thus, at Arragon, Lefebvre. 
though successful in ihe field, was repulsed from Saragossa 
whilst in the south, Uupont, after vainly stretching in the 111 
rection of Cadiz, as vainly sought, t.e retreat iiciviss the Sierra 
Morena. He was environed, and obliged to surrender. This 
was the first French army that had laid down its arms since 
trie revolution. A national inveterate rage had hitherto per- 
vaded it; an enthusiasm founded, right or wrong, upon a sense 
of the justice of their cause. But now this had evaporated ; 
(hey felt that i' >vas not for France, but for the mad ambition 
of their ruW, Jnat lliey fought. They sunk to the mere mer- 
cenary soldiers, detenu in ed to do their duly, but no more. 
We see the first, symptoms of this new spirit in the surrender 
of Dupont at Baylen; a position out of which a revolutionary 
army would have fought its way. reckless of the loss. 

Meantime the fiame of insurrection had spread to Portu 
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gal. The inhabitants rose n;rnins.t Junot, and united with the 
Spanish in asserting their independence against the French. 
The opportunity Wii* wizeiiby the Irtish rjovernment. A small 
srmv. collected for a tar distant enterprise, was, by good for- 
tune, but not without hesitation, ordered to Portugal; and 
once more an English soldier placed his foot on the European 
continent, with hotter fortune than had hitherto attended such 
attempts. In August, ISO*, Hir Arthur Wellesley landed 
witli about 15,000 men at the mouth of the river Mondego, 
to the north of Lisbon. Junot's lieutenant, Delaborde, thought 
lit to oppose him with interior forces: the French, as yet, de- 
nreciilod British nihil;. ry skill anil valor. Delaborde was de- 
feated at Bolica, and driven back upon Lisbon. Junot, learn- 
ing this, and hearing that the English were as yet unsupported 
by the Peninsular insurgents, mustered all his forces, and 
marched from the capital to the encounter of those of Wel- 
lesley. The latter was posted chiefly on a height in front of 
Viiniero, his back to the sea, and thus with small chance of 
escape in case of defeat. But the possibility of the latter 
was not allowed by the British general, who was somewhat 
superior in force to the French. The latter, nevertheless, 
attacked, charging up the hill where the British wore 
posted. The foremost had no sooner reached the summit, 
Chan they were met by a discharge, and then with the bayo- 
net, which rolled the assailants back in disorder. They made 
another and more partial attempt by the road ; but these, too, 
were repulsed; and before mid-day the battle was won, and 
the French in full retreat. Want of cavalry prevented the 
conqueror from following it up immediately; anil Sir Harry 
Burrard superseding Wellesley in the command, all active 
pursuit ceased. Keller-man, tin: hero of Marengo, Was now 
sent by Junot to demand a truce. The English commanders 
unsiis|)ectin;»'.y communicated their observations to each other 
in his' presence. Kellerman understood English, and was able 
to report to Junot the hesitating character and sentiments of 
the British commanders. Junot rose in Ids tone; and by the 
convention of Cintra, the French were to evacuate Portugal 
in British ships, which were to convey them to their country. 
By one article the French were allowed to carry off their 
property,— in other words, their plunder. At the capitulation 
of Baylen, Dupont had stipulated that each officer should 
carry off a wagon-load unsearehed. Such attention paid to 
private interest, showed that the soldier of freedom was 
merging into a soldier of the empire, and divesting himself 
of that disinterested enl!m«iusni which is an armor of proof 

It has been seen tint the court of Vienna began to display 
s ; -ti;: of Totiirninn- s-drit. Ksclmled from the conference of 

"in.— 15 
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Tilsit, when the fete of Europe was decided as in a sove- 
reign court, Austria had been ever since in ill-humor. This 
increased, as she saw the consequences of Tilsit, — Spain and 
Finland conquered, Turkey menaced. She armed, increased 
her regular force, and organized a militia. Napoleon, in the 
month of August, took the opportunity of a public levee to 
reproach Metternich, the Austrian envoy. Eut tidings of the 
Spanish resistance, and of English successes in Verluiiiu, eaie 
hardihood to German independence. Napoleon resolved ut 
once to menace and insult Austria. He had a meeting with 
the emperor of Russia at Erfurt, in Germany, where, as at 
Tilsit, the great European interests were of course discussed, 
and Austria excluded as a secondary power. The sovereigns 
of the confederation of the Rhine ail appeared at Erfurt, pay- 
ing court to Napoleon, who, thus acting Charlemagne, quite 
usurped the place of the modern Ciesars. Her pride being 
thus Imnrnled on afresh, Austria determined, though alone, 
although even opposed by Russia, t.n renew tire Klnirjglo «'ir.h 
France. But her effort was reserved for the year 1*09. 

Ere this storm burst forth in the East, it was incumbent on 
Napoleon to quench the Spanish msunvci.iou, and settle the 
government of Spain. Whilst at Erfurt, therefore, he order- 
ed his best troops, his veterans, to march to that country. 
Each corps, as it traversed Paris, was received with honors 
and Iranqnet.s. Nevertheless, its mission of quelling a penin- 
sular Vendee, and combating peasants, where ail the perils of 
war, and little of either its glory or advantages were to be 
reaped, appeared by no means pleasing. In the first days of 
.November, the emperor crossed the Pyrenees, and met king 
Joseph at Vittoria, Madrid being in the possession of the in- 
surgents. 

The Spanish forces exceeded 100,000 men ; but in a conn 
try without any unity |of government, and where the word 
commissariat is unknown, they were necessarily divided. Na- 
poleon was in the midst of them with superior numbers ; and 
to crush one army after the other, was his obvious and feasible 
plan. From the central position of Vittoria, the French first 
attacked Blake, who menaced from the side of Biscay, and 
defeated him at Espinosa. Belvedere, another Spanish gene- 
ral, was beaten near Burgos. And thus whilst the English, 
under Sir John Moore and general Baird, were slowly wend- 
ing their way into Spain, uncertain and irresolute, the corps 
which they came to support were totally destroyed. Deliv- 
ered from all enemies on the right, except the remote Eng- 
lish army, the Freneh now turned upon Castanos. He pru- 
dently wished to retreat, but was overruled by Palafbx; and 
thus awaiting the onset of the French, he was completely tie- 
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feated at Tudela. \apoleon now pushed forward to Madrid. 
He always aimed al an enemy's cajiiliii, the heart of the coun- 
try, as he deemed it. A vain stand war; made against, liini on 
the heights of Soir.n Sierra, which l.hn road to Madrid trav- 
erses. As if to show their contempt for Spanish artillery, 
the Polish lancers were ordered to charge the battery. They 
did so, and actually carried it On the 2d of December, the 
anniversary of his coronation and of Austerlitz. Napoleon w as- 
under the walls of Madrid. A furious population filled the 
city. The emperor avoided committing his troops amidst such 
a mob. Despite the prcciousness of time to him, if he hoped 
to i:i1.crce|it the English, he shrunk from ordering an assault, 
such as Lefebvre had at once attempted at Saragossa. He 
took possession of the suburbs, of the Retiro, and wished 
rather to intimidate the capital, than capture it at the expense 
of a massacre or a loss. The enthusiasm of the populace was 
wearied by this delay, and Madrid surrendered on the fourth. 

After some acts of vengeance, and decrees to conciliate the 
liberal Spaniards, such as the abolition of the inquisition, sup- 
pression of convents, Napoleon turned his arms against the 
English. There were little more than 20,000 ; and these had 
been scattered, some at Snlmanaca, some more southward 
still, whilst others were at Astorga. Their schemes, hopeless 
at first, had left their present situation desperate. Retreat was 
imperative, and yet it had been deferred to the last moment 
Napoleon arrived loo kl.e l« intercept the British, but in time 
!o enjoy the pleasure of seeing such inveterate foes at least 
flying before him. He expressed aloud his feelings of satis- 
faction ; and his officers sought to flatter them by attacking 
the English, and endeavoring to put them to the rout before the 
eyes of their sovereign. In these attempts they tailed, how- 
ever. Lefebvre Di 'Huouet1.es, loader of the imperial guard, 
was taken prisoner on one of these occasions: and general 
Colbert, who succeeded iiim, was slain upon another. Wearied, 
however, of such warfare, deeming Spain stiflioieni.iy pacifit-J, 
and receiving fresh accounts of liie preparations of Austria, 
the emperor suddenly turned his horse from the pursuit of the 
Tiri'ish, literally galloped back to Burgos with unusual speed, 
and from thence hurried to Paris. 

Soult was left to complete the destruction of Sir John 
Moore's army. He pursued with unremitting activity, yet 
refusod battle when offered at an equality of strength. At 
length the British reached Coruuua, their own element the 
sea, behind them ; hut to escape thither, to embark in safety, 
remained, and was almost itiijiossihle in the presence of "2(1,000 
French, the British being not more than two thirds of the 
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number. A successful battle could alran force the French lo 
respect the embarkation.. It was requisite, too, in order to 
redeem the glory of the army, ami keep up that confidence tf 
its superior mettle remii-ile for future exertion. The battle of 
Corunna was, in consequence, longht on the 16th of January, 
1SJU; the English won: not only inferior in number, but to- 
tally without cavalry, the remaining- horses having been shot. 
.Nevertheless, the French attack was repulsed on every point; 
and i', iiih! any purpose have been answered in looming il up, 
they might have been driven from their positions. Sir John 
Moore was struck by a. can ecu-ball, and mortally wounded. 
Corunna, more than even Vimiero, taught the French to ap- 
preciate British valor upon land; and it is but justice to de- 
clare, how ready they were to do so. They erected a monu- 
ment to Moore. The retreat of Corunna, and its closing ac- 
tion, are quite sufficient to disprove that maxim respecting 
British soldiery, which general Foy picked up from the con- 
sation of certain Englishmen : tills is, the English require 
)c. well fed, and to have their stomachs full, in order to fight 
valiantly ; yet never was an army more starved and harassed 
than the British in this, retreat, and never did they display 
greater obstinacy or valor. 

Amidst the few civil occurrences drowned in the tumults 



a circumstance indicative ofNapoleon's ideas of gov- 
ernment occurred in the pages of the Moniteur. In Novem- 
ber, the legislative body thought fit to present their congratu- 
lations to the empress Josephine on the victory near Burgos. 
She thanked them, and assured them of the emperor's respect 
towards the representatives nfthe nation. The journals re- 
peated the expression : it reached Napoleon in his camp ; and 
an immediate note transmitted to the Moniteur informed the 
French public of their master's code of government, and at 
the same time betrayed a symptom of ill-humor towards Jo- 
sephine. "As to the legislative body representing the nation, 
her majesty the empress could not have uttered any such 
words : die knows too well our institutions ; she is aware that 
the only representative of the nation is the emperor. In the 
time of the convention France had a representative assembly ; 
and all our misfortunes have proceeded from this exaggera- 
tion of ideas. It is at once chimerical and criminal in any to 
pretend to represent the nation before the emperor." Such 
was the language held tol he French public in night years after 
the fall of the republic. Let it, however, not be supposed that 
the French received such affronts in apathy : on the contrary, 
the enthusiasm for Napoleon now died away; and even his ar- 
dent followers allow that success survived his popularity, the 
latter languishing since (lie epoch of Tilsit. The first hostili- 
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tics of Austria excited neither astonishment nor resentment in 
Pari?. The Froum. rh,.'m«f;K-i's oppressed, began to consider 
thf;ir foes as fellow-victims. 

The ear of Juggernaut, however, once put in motion, is not 
to be stopped even by those who first impelled it Austria 
tinned : Napoleon called for fresh conscriptions; his guard was 
recaller: from the pursuit of the Enirlish, to combat the Austriana 
on the Danube. War seemed interminable ; (.lie prophecy of 
Talleyrand was fast realizing itself. The court of Vienna 
had made most incredible exertions: an army of uearlv 
•200,000 men, commanded by the archduke Charles, menaced 
both France and Italy; another army in Gallicia opposed 
whatever liirees the emperor Alexander mitrht think himself 
called upon to send in order to support his ally. Austria de- 
termined to crush her enemy by the magnitude of her exer- 
tions. In her first campaign against France, in concert with 
the duke of Brunswick, she had equipped but a wretched 
army of 40,000 men ; yet then 100,000 would have decided 
the question. England made precisely the same blunder. 
Both countries were now compelled to keep 500,000men each 
in pay, in order to compete with their giant, antagonist. 

On the 10th of May, the archduke passed the Inn. Napo- 
leon had hurried from Paris on the first tidings: he met the 
king of Bavaria at Dillingen, whither he had fled from his 
capital. The French were quite unprepared ; their division 
most in advance was under Davoust at Kalisbon, the others 
were at Ulm and Augsburg. To cut ofTDavoust from the lat- 
ter, the archduke sent forward a division or wing of his army 
to Hie Danube, and had almost effected his project. Napoleon 
instantly ordered Davoust to leave Bjitisbon and march upon 
tins advanced wing at Abensberg, whilst he himself attacked 
it simultaneously; thus hoping to effect a junction with Da- 
voust by a. successful action. To achieve this, Bonaparte had 
scarcely a French soldier with him : he put himself at the 
head of the Bavarians and men of Wirtemhurg, visited their 
lines and bivouacs, addressed them, and stirred them to emu- 
iifi: French valor. His efforts were successful: on the 20th 
oi May, whilst Davoust advanced from Kstisbon, Napoleon at- 
tacked, at. the head of the Cjerrnnn troops, and defeated the 
Austrian? at Abonshr",/. Dnvoni-i. being almost between them 
nd the archduke's main body, at Eckmuhl, the routed wing 
« ;is obliged In retreat in another direction, to I.andshut, where 
it whs fiirceii to surrender on (he morrow. It was in these first 
moments of reoi.ioii^re Ih/.it. Nap..:.'./,,,! so happily knew how to 
seize the advantage. The archduke, who had a day since so 
boldly pushed forward on the offensive, was already paralyzed, 
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and saw a great part of his army destroyed within a few 
leagues of him. 

From the field of Abensberg, Davoust had been ordered to 
advance sU-aisjiit. towards tin: archduke Charles at Eckmuhl, 
wiiilst Napoleon followed the routed Austrian wing to Land- 
shut. The latter foresaw, thai, the archduke would direct his 
II.rcOH agtunst Davoust. He did so; but whilst attacking, the 
portion of the army under Napoleon came from Landshut, on 
the left flank of the Austrians, who were totally unprepared, 
and who thought Napoleon far away ; the consequence was a 
complete victory. The archduke made the best retreat possi- 
ble to Ratisbon ; there crossed the Danube to join the Aus- 
trian corps on the side of Bohemia, and left the right bank, 
together with Bavaria, free. Thus, after the campaign of a 
week in which two actions and divers combats had been fought, 
the French emperor was enabled to send forth one of his as- 
tounding proclamations. "An hundred pieces of cannon, 
50,000 prisoners, forty stand of colors:" so great already was 
the amount of his trophies : and these were achieved princi- 
pally by Germans, by the soldiersof Bavaria and Wirtemburg. 
Tin" general here minis: the army. Davoust was created prince 
of Eckmuhl on the field of battle. Napoleon on this occasion 
received a contusion on the right foot from a spent ball. 
"That must have been a Tyrol ese," said he, "hyhis longaim." 

The archduke Clerics having crus-i-d else Danube at Ratis- 
bun, retreated into Bohemia, no doubt desiring to draw the 
French after in pursuit. Napoleon preferred marching on 
the right bank to Vienna. A respectable force under gene- 
ral HiHer alone opposed him here, and took its stand in ;i 
strong position at Ebersberg near Lintz. JIassena, eager to 
rival Davoust's recent glory, attacked it with more rashness 
than skill; but valor, and the cnniiileuce of triumph, carried 
success with them, and Ebersberg was also marked with 
French victory. Towards the close of the combat the town 
was set on fire, and all the wounded burned to death. 
"Figure to yourself;" says an eve-wi.t:iess, "all these dead 
baked by the fire, trodden under the feet of the cavalry and 
the wheels of the artillery, all forming a mass of mud, which, 
as it was removed by shovels, emitting an indescribable odor 
of burnt human flesh, caused a sensation, horrible even 
amongst (he every-day horrors of war." Napoleon himself 
moralized upon the scene. In passing Cohorn's Corsiean 
regiment, that had headed the column of attack, the empe- 
ror inquired resni. c'.:ni: its less, which had been about one 
half of its number. " We have just one more charge left," 
replied the officer, pointing to the surviving half of his bat 
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Precisely in a month alter the Austrians had commenced 
the war, by passing Ik' Inn on the lOtli of May, .Napoleon 
was at the gates of Vienna. The archduke Maximilian re- 
fused to surrender; tlie French accordingly occupied the 
suburbs, and mortars being placed near the beautiful prom- 
nade of the Prater, the bombardment began. A flag of 
nice soon appeared ; but it was merely to mention .that the 
rekhi chess Maria IxjuIsii, ooiiiined by indisposition, had been 
eft behind in the imperial palace. Napoleon immediately 
rdered the guns to play in another direction, thus spiring 
unconsciously bis future empress. On the 12th Vienna ca- 
pitulated, and received the French troops on the following lioy. 
The favorite triumph of Xapoleon was to date some start- 
ling order from the conquered capital of an enemy. He now 
sent Jbr1.li from his imperial camp at Vienna a decree, setting 
forth that " Charlemagne, emperor of the French, our august 
predecessor, bestowed upon the bishops of Rome divers coun- 
tries, not in property, but as a fief, to be held upon certain 
spiritual services; but by no means intending that these ter- 
ritories should cease to make part of his empire." The con- 
clusion from these logical premises was the annexation of 
Rome and. its territories to tin: French empire ; the pope be- 
ing allowed still to remain there as bishop, with a revenue of 
two millions of francs. 

The archduke Charles had in the mean time reached, by a 
circuitous march through Bohemia, the bank of the Danube 
opposite Vienna. More wary than in 1805, the Austrians 
had destroyed every bridge over the river, whilst it became 
i rid ispen sable for the French to cross it, and put an end to the 
war by a victory, ere insurrection or diversions could be form- 
ed in their rear, — ere the want of subsistence or accident 
should compel them to retreat. The first attempt to cross the 
river, preparatory to throwing a bridge over it, failed. The 
soldiers who attempted it were cut off Beyond Vienna the 
stream of the Danube forms and runs round numerous islets, 
calculated to facilitate the attempt of crossing. The largest 
if these islands is that of Lobau, opposite Ebersdorf. Napo- 
«on established a considerable portion of his army in this 
miirshy woody island, which was still separated from the left 
bank by a deep and rapid channel. The haste of the advance- 
was here felt. There were no materials for forming a bridge; 
nd, instead of anchors for attaching the boats, the French 
were obliged to m:i !:e iisn oi* Austrian cannon. 

On the 21st of _M?.v, _Y<ip,jloo:i pushed v.ilii the greater pari 
of his forces to the fell hunk of the Danube, occupying the 
Iv/o villages of Aspern and Essling, but not without consid- 
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erable toss from the artillery of the enemy. All day and 
night the troops were enframed in crussitjij-, not seriously im- 
peded until evening liy the Austrians, who seemed willing 
that their foes should come within their reach, and in no 
overwhelming force. By the morning of the 22d, about 
40,000 French were on the left bank, and against them the 
archduke marched w J L J i all his forces. Mx-sena was intrust 
ed with the defence of Aspem, T. amies with that, of Essling 
The Austrians penetrated into the village, where the French 
still preserved their position, and ovory house and wall became 
a fortress and it]li-i.';ichmE!:i!, aUa.ckei'i siiul defended with ob- 
stinate valor. As the combat slackened on the part of the 
Austrians, towards Essling, Napoleon advanced into the plain, 
brought forward his cisvalrv, and menaced the centre of the 
enemy. - The archduke Charles flew instantly to the threat, 
ened point, rallied in person his faltering troops, and seizing 
a standard with his own hands, led them back to the charge. 
The French were repulsed ; and at the same lime a want of 
ammunition made itself felt, the stores being still in the isl- 
and. At this critical moment the bridge was carried awav, 
either by the stream, or bv the- im pediments which had been 
purposely sent down the river. Water-mills in boats or on 
piles, are frequent on the Danube. One of these let loose 
from its moorings carried away the bridge. The tidings ot 
this accident, which cut off all hopes of reinforcement, pro- 
duced an involuntary movement of retreat towards the bridge, 
which the workmen hastened to refit. As the French in 
their retreat converged to the one point, the bridge, the ene- 
tny's cannon made dreadful slaughter unionist, them. K-wiiiig 
was taken, but retaken by Moul'on, now count do Lobau. To 
keep possession of it was absolutely requisite to protect the 
retreat. Lannes quitted his horse to command the defence, 
and he held out whilst the cavalry was crossing the tempora- 
rily refitted bridge. A cum ion-sin,!, carried off his legs 
General St. Hilaire was slain. But the French were enabled 
to retreat from the left bank back into the island of Lobau. 
Thither Bonaparte had retired. Thither the shattered Lannes 
was borne. This brave man now bewailed his fate, cast im- 
precations on the surgeons who could not save him, and in- 
voked Napoleon as a deity to grant him life. Lannes re 
gretted the glories am! triumphs of life, more than he feared 
death. Yet his last moments appeared like frantic pijsilUu- 
imity. Napoleon was greatly moved. As the shrieks of 
madame du Barry, under the guillotine, had roused the emo- 
tions of the Parisian mob, long accustomed to look with 
apathy on the executions of those resigned to die, so the 
frenzy of l.amu.'s lnrturxl tk a in parte to sensibility. 
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The French had been beaten, certainly by Ibrcea vastly su- 
perior. The loss was enormous: Ifonapnrte sat between 
Berthier and Massena, on the brink of the river in the island, 
iiorstojnpliiiiog the broken bridge; hia army shut up in the 
island of Lobau, separated too widely from Davoust and from 
succor, too narrowly from the foe. All counselled a retreat 

o the left bank, which could only he done by abandoning ar- 
tillery, horses, and wounded. This was acknowledging defeat. 
The emperor knew the dreadful consequences of this. " You 
uiFiy as well bid me retire to Strasburg at once," said he. 
" No ; Vienna is now my capital ; the centre of my resources. 
I will not abandon it, or retreat." The troops in the isle 
were, in consequence of this giant resolve, ordered to hold 
their ground. 

The news of the French defeat immediately spread, and 
insurrection began to menace. That of tlie Tyrol against 
the Bavarians was most serious. These brave mnnl.aineera 
surpassed the inveterate Spaniards in hardihood, and no efforts 
or force could subdue them. Napoleon pressed the arrival ol 
(tid from Italy, from Dalmatia, and from Saxony. He had 
engaged in that perilous path of conquest, in which victory 
and advance are necessary to existence, and in which reverse 
is ruin. His enemies had thus all the advantage ; but not only 
the subjects of Austria wore cxeit.ed to reaction against the 
French, the Prussian youth could not let pass what they 
deemed a favorable opportunity for avenging their king and 
country. Several associations, eiilleo TiiL'Oiibiinii, were form- 
ed for working out the independence of Germany. In these 
meetings the spirit of resistance was roused, its means pre- 
pared and matured. It was yet, indeed, too soon. The mis- 
fortunes of the French were exaggerated. Still the braver 
and more impetuous Germans scorned to wait Schill, a hus- 
sar colonel, inspired his regiment with his own feelings; 
quitted Berlin at its head; and without the sanction of his 
monarch, commenced a war of partisans against the French. 
The young duke of Brunswick, Katt, and others, followed his 
example. Civilisation, wealth, and culture, proved hostile u> 
resistance. These men funned regiments, and prepared to 
carry on war after military rules ; whereas in their case the 
guerrilla system could iiluue have success. By it alone they 
could have emiced :ho pen.-juit to quit his abode. But being 
mere soldiers, Brunswick and Schiil were never able to organ- 
ize more than a military band. The climate of Germany, and 

Lhe character of its iuiinUhnrs, ji? wej ns the ti>rco and cen- 
tralization of the govern ii lent, rendered impracticable the 
Spanish system of resistance. Thus the great amelioration 
and perfection of noveiument and civilisation, when unequal 
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\o secure national independence, become obstacles to Its re- 
covery. 

The emperor kid fortifier! his iiosititm in the it-land of 
Lobau, and busied himself with preparing another bridge. 
The archduke Charles still occupied the opposite hank, but 
remained trancuil, s=:i; lhJuhl with having repulsed the French. 
His brother, prince John, was recalled from Italy, and wa 
doselv pursued by Eugene Beauharnois, who defeated him at 
Raab. The French army of Italy had but a straight road to 
'i order to join Napoleon at Lobau; the Austrian 



chose the moment when he was joined by Eugene, and before 
the archduke Charles could be joined by his brother, to pass 
the Danube once more to the attack. 

On the 4th of July, the French, reinforced by the Saxons, 
the army of Eiiorno, and thai, of lUarmout from Dalmatia, 
were concentrated in the island of Lobau, to the number of 
150,000. There was scarcely room for the troops to repose. 
Napoleon ordered the original bridge opposite Essling to be 
repaired, as if lie intended to cross by its means. This was 
but to deceive the Aust.riuns. In the night three more bridges, 
ready prepared, were fixed lower down, and the French army 
crossed on the night of the 4th and morning of the 5th. The 
archduke inslanl I v found his batteries and preparations idle. 
Instead of fronting the Danube, he was obliged to extend his 
line perpendicular to it, from behind Aspern to Wuarsti], and 
from thence behind a little river on his left. The 5th was 
spent in manoeuvring and cannonade, the Atistrians retiring 
from Fssling. Toward;; evening Bonaparte wished to dis- 
lodge them from their commanding position at Wagram, but 
his troops were beaten back and routed, lioth armies slept 
on the field, and in their positions, the French without a fire, 
Napoleon in a chair. 

On the morning of the Gib. commenced the famous battle 
of Wagram. The Austrian centre was on the high ground 
near that village. As the French, on the preceding evening, 
had been repulsed '.villi ease from it, the archduke thought, it 
strong to keep, and easy to maintain. He threw his chief 
force j therefore, into liis wiug.s. The Austrian right attacked 
Massena near Aspern and the Danube, and drove him back 
with such mnt. liiat hit four divisions crowded into one. Da- 
voust, on the risrht, was able to resist with more success. But 
on .Vlassena's side liie brittle siremoil Ids'. That general, from 
the effects of a fell, was in a carriage, not on horseback ; his 
troops, iinnnimate,': liv his presence, shrunk from the enemy, 
whose canno:i enfiladed the line. For a long time Nanoleon 
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was in doubt, riding on a white charger in the midst of 
this raking fire, which Savarv cai!s " a. had-storm of bullets." 
At length he resolved to allow his wings to resist as they 
might, and to fling all his disposable force once more upon the 
Austrian centre at Wagram. lie sent Lauriston first against 
it with 100 cannon, at full trot, with orders to approach very 
near. He knew the weakness of the Austrians at Wagram 
would not allow them to advance Irorn the position. The 
inliiiitry under Macdonald followed Lauriston, Eessieres sup- 
porting both with the cavalry of the guard. MacdonaltPs 
charging columns arrived just as the artillery of Lauriston 
had made large bri'::i:n<:s in the Austrian bodies. The French 
rushed into llie gaps. A diversion from the extreme right 
aided them, and the centre of the archduke Charles, at Wa- 
gram, was driven in, routed, and the wings abandoned. It 
was then an easy task to take in the flank the corps already 
victorious over >Inssi;rifL, In short, the several portions of the 
Austrian army fled from the field in disorder, separated from 
one another. The French, however, had suffered too much 
to follow them. The guard did not. charge with their wonted 
alacrity. This was attributed to its commander, Bessulres, 
having had his horse carried from between his legs by a can- 
non shot, which of course stunned and incapacitated that offi- 
cer for the time. In fact, the reverse of Essling had damped 
the courage of the French ; and their troops at Wagram fought 
faintly wherever they wanted a hold and able general. Mas. 
sena's hurt, Luniie^' loss. Bossieri'*' accident, iiad each an un- 
toward effect at Wagrain. Napoleon sought to replace Ijui- 
nes by Macdonald, whom he created marshal on the liohl of 
battle.* Macdonald bad been attached to Moreau, and hence 
had not been in favor with the emperor. But now all old 
grudges were forgotten between them, in admiration and 
reward on one side, gratitude on the other. The Saxons, 
under Bemadotte, had not shown any excess of courage in 
the action; still their commander, in a bulletin, attributed to 
them a great share in the success. Napoleon was so discon- 
tent ed with this, that he deprived Bemadotte of the command; 
an additional cause of quarrel between them. 

Wagram was a victory, but it was not a victory like Ma- 
ren»o or Austerlitz. The hostile army was defeated, but 
neither destroyed nor intercepted. The archduke Charles, 
formidable in "force, and still more in military talents, had 
withdrawn into Moravia, awaited the army of his brother, 
and might, have prolonged the campaign. Napoleon deemed 
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it prudent to make peace. Had he even the will, it was not 
possible to display tin; t j: i ; r: i -jJ i ;l:i (. insolence shown to the 
i'niH.-iiFuis after Jena, Spain hail proved to be what he had 
foreseen, a political cancel'. Most of the olil veterans of the 
Italian wars had perished. The ardor of the conscripts who 
succeeded them was indeed equal in prosperous war ; but the 
army of Wagram and Essliny was no longer that of Auster- 
litz. Bernadotte spoke out fins alarming truth to Napoleon 
iilt-or Esslmg, and it had not been forgiven. There was some 
li-j-hting stiil nr. Znaim, on tlie road to Hrann and Austerlitz. 
But an armistice was concluded about tfie middle of July. 
Napoleon took up his quarters at Schoenbrunn, an imperial 
palace near Vienna, where he was at hand to control the 
course of the negotiation that ensued. 

Events were multiplying all around. The French empe- 
ror's decree against the pope had been met not with submis- 
sion, but with e.xcomnimiLoidinn : mill the pontiff had heen in 
consequence carried off from Rome by force to Savona. This 
violent measure turned the balance of Catholic opinion com- 
pletely against him, although he had, perhaps, not approved 
of the conduct "f his general. The pope made the resistance 
that became his station, and assumed the character of a suf- 
fering martyr. Miracles were said to be worked by his voice. 
"Thus the year 1809," says Norvins, "seemed to belong 
more to the middle ages than to the 19th century. It pre- 
sented nothing but war, violence, excommunication, miracles, 
peasant insurrections, captivity, and treason. The oppression 
of the strong, the rebellion of the weak, was the scene pre- 
sented once more iiy Europe." 

There had been some fighting in Westphalia, against in- 
surgents. The gallant Schill had fallen. Hofer, more suc- 
cessful in the Tyrol, beat back the French under J.efebvre, 
lull! refused to acknowledge Iho armistice. Towards Warsaw, 
Austria had had the better of Napoleon's allies, the Poles un- 
der Poniatowski. An expedition from England, under lord 
Chatham, at the same time sailed to the Scheldt; but, in- 
stead of boldly aiming at Antwerp, it began with Walchereu 
and Flushing, and turned every way to the triumph of Na- 
poleon. One circumstance connected with it nevertheless 
stirred his temper. Poncho had summoned [.he national gnnvd 
of the northern departments to defend Antwerp. He gav 
the command to Bernadotte, hut lately dismissed from the 
army at Vienna. In an address to hi* new army, the latter, 
an awkward courtier, hade it show that " the presence of the 
emperor was not indispensable to victory." The first act of 
Napoleon on learning this, was to dismiss Bernadotte from 
Bis command ; and Fouche shared Ins friend's disgrace. 
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After the embarkation of Moore's army at Corunna in Jan- 
uary, Soult had overrun Ciilhe.ki. lie then received orders. 
io enter Portugal. He obey id, tbroed a passage through the 
northern provinces, and took Oporto by storm on the las!. day 
of March. Towards the end of Aprii Sir Arthur Wellesley 
hod returned to Portugal, iind assumed the command. His 
first care was to expel Soult from Oporto, which he effected 
in May, driving that general back into Spain. He then 
marched by the Tagus towards Madrid, hoping 1 , by the aid of 
the Spanish, to overwhelm the army covering Madrid. Cuesta, 
the Spanish rtjniniauiler, w;..- an impracticable churl; and to 
co-operate with him required even more management and 
skill than to fight the enemy. Wellesley, however, so man- 
aged, that the French actually beat Cuesta into line with 
him; and the Spanish troops thus forced into co-operation, 
tho. united armies foUiilit the TV< nth at Talavera. 

Each side was aliont .jO.ODO strong, all French and veterans 
in the one camp; nherea? in tin: other there were but 20,0(10 
British, the Spanish under Cuesta making out the comple- 
ment. These were posted on the right, touching the Tagus 
and the town of Talavcra. In cunihuiatkni of their line to 
the left, extended the British, crowning hills, of which the 
highest was that on the extreme left. The French were 
commanded by Victor, but with the experience of marshal 
Jotirdan and the authority of king Joseph to aid him. On the 
evening of the 27th of July, there was an attack ; but on the 
morrow the battle took place, consisting of a general attack 
by the French in columns upon the whole British line. It 
was stubborn fightiiiy. The British had the advantage of 
position and defence, the disadvantage in numbers., the Span- 
ish being utterly inefficient. At one moment the French 
were nearly successful, owing to a rash charge of the guards 
out of the line, and their consequent rout. A disposition nf 
the English general remedied the Wundor; the battle was 
restored, and gained ; the French on all sides wore repulsed, 
Yet the victory of Tabivont proved rather a moral than a ma- 
terial advantage; Sir Arthur Wellesley, unable to contend 
with the French armies combined, beini: obliged to fall back 
upon Portugal. 

Conferences for peace continued between Napoleon at 
Schoenbrunn, and the Austrian court then established in 
Hungary. There was no submissiveness on the part of the 
conquered. The power of Napoleon was in fact shaken. His 
army was no longer invincible. The day of Essling counter- 
balanced that of Marengo, and the emperor Francis felt, that 
whatever might be the aspect rf the present, the future was 
more threatening for his foe l!-an for him. Napoleon made 
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much the same reflections ; even in his proudest day he ac- 
knowledged the necessity of having one great and cordial 
ally. Alexander hud th.i1 proved such, lie hail played the 
lukewarm, temporbdii;; i'nii:nl ; iini 1 . Napi.ceon receded from 
his alliance. The apparently indomitable power of Russia 
it was, that gave Austria con Lie ace. To make himself mas- 
ter of Europe, Napoleon saw now that Russia must be hum- 
bled. What alliance and cajolery could not effect victory 
should. Such were Napoleon's views a! Hrhoenbrunn; and, 
Hit.li those, to join with Austria, and make her rather than 
Russia his intimate, beeum' 1 ins policy. It was requisite not 
(o betray it ; therefore, chaffering and bargaining were con ; 
tinucd, and negotiations were drawn out. The apparent ar- 
ticles of the linal treaty were the cession of Saltzburg and 
other territories of the Rhenish eonic.deva.l ion, that of Trieste 
and some adjacent lands to France. Cracow and part of the 
Austrian spoil of Poland were given to the duchy of War- 
saw ; another small portion of it to Russia.: adroit ci 'minions, 
calculated to set Austria more at variance with the latter 
country. Napoleon affected to grant these moderate terms to 
the conquered) out of deference to Russia ; on the contrary, 
they sprang out of pure enmity. 

Tie memoir writers of the day imagine that an attempt or 
plan, made to assassinate the French emperor had .the effect 
of iudiiiinjr him to peace. A young German named Staps, 
the son of a Protestant clergyman, « as seized in the attempt 
to approach him. A large knife was found in his breast ; he 
avowed and gloried in the purpose. Bonaparte offered him 
pardon if he would profess contrition. The stubborn enthu- 
siast, scorned even these terms, and perished. Napoleon, it is 
said, immediately after this ei eut, relaxed in the severity of 
his conditions, and peace was concluded; but it is more than 
probable that he wished to keep secret, from oven his own 
negotiators, his new views respecting Russia, and that he 
bo i zed on a pretext to fulfil a previous determination. 

Napoleon had tried every men os hi'.herto, except thai, of 
justice and forbearance, to attach to iiis alliance one Of the 
great powers of Europe. Prussia, Austria, Russia, all had 
proved insincere, naturally enough, because ill-treated. But 
Ronaparte, with tin; selt-paraiili'j of his country, did not see 
tin: outriigeoosiiess and iajustieo of his own ambition : never- 
theless as this alliance was necessary, lie resolved to recur 
to the old cement of European monarchies, viz. marriage. A 
wish to have heirs, perhaps I he pride of allying with ancient 
royalty, gave additional strength to his purpose; and, for a 
long time, a divorce with Josephine had been meditated : she 
herself had foreseen it. and her voire had from the first dis 
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suaded her husband from assuming the crawn. He had 
sought: to show to the French |mbl it; tin; inconvenience of 
there being no heir to the empire. He had adopted prince 
Hugenc as his successor in Italy, this ton of llortense and 
IiOuis as his successor in F ranee. The infant died. After 
this event, which tuuk pine; i:i 1*07, whispers of an imperial 
divorce were circulated at court. At Tilsit perhaps, certainly 
at Erfurt, there was question ol'n marriage between Napoleon 
and a Russian pi\ueess,- — an allium;;: which perfectly tint- 
ed his views at that time. The idea was not relished at St. 
IVtersburgh, when; the voice of the court and queen-mother 
,1-as aa-ainst France. The coldness on this point was one 
prooi'of the insincerity of the Russian aioa.nee. At Schoen- 
brunn, now, the same idea was suggested with respect to 
Austria; and the emperor Francis, despite his pride, appre- 
ciated all the advantage of the offer r it was accepted, and, to 
cover the agreement, peace was made, apparently severe, 
ri'aLv moderate.* 

The difficulty, to a man of any feeling, was to hreak It to 
the unfortunate Josephine. She had been fond ami tiirliti:' ; 
dignified in her new rank, as amiable in her old. But she 
wns : i.i iii! liivurivil. sacrificed to his ambition: or, as he termed 
i;., ■■ :■■) the welriire of franco." She used all a woman's en- 
treaties, endured the anguish <;f wounded love and mortified 
pride. He was inexorable, and she obeyed; professed her 
willingness, with tears indeed, to consent to a divorce, and 
took nil the steps necessary to obtain it. Nay, even after her 
doom wns sealed, she consented still to act the empress of the 
pageant. She attended a solemn ceremonial, the thanksgiv- 
ing service for a peace, to which she alone was sacrificed; 
and at length retired to Malmaison with the state and title of 
empress. This took place in the last days of 1809. Ambas- 
sadors were then dispatched to Vienna, to demand, as had 
been agreed on, the hand of the archduchess Maria Louisa. 
The suit was granted ; and the marriage by proxy was per- 
formed in March, 1910. Napoleon went to meet his new 
empress at Koissons. The ceremony of her reception and 
entry was modelled after those of her aunt, the unfortunate 
Marie Antoinette. What comparisons did not the relationship 
and similarity' of each situation suggest! At a ball given by 
prince Schwartzenberg, the Austrian ambassador, in honor of 
the imperial nuptials, a fire broke out, and many people per 
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ished; the prince's sister amongst the rest. In recounting 
this accident, the Parisians remembered that of the Place 
Louis Quinze, when at the rejoicing for Marie Antoinette's 
marriage, so many hundreds had been crushed to death. 



CHAP. X. 

1S1 0—1812. 



BoN*rAHTK was now in the zenith of his glory as emperor; 
hut his power, as the chief of a nation and of a band of war- 
riors, had been for some time declining. The means by which 
his first successes were wrought, consisted, in a great degree, 
in tlio enthusiasm ; 1. 1 l i ! ardor uhieh the revolution hail breathed 
into the French soldier; the sense of freedom lately won, the 
absence of restraint and discipline, together with the priva- 
tions under which he labored, combining to develop and call 
into play all his laeu'lios. Of such men ivere composed thi; 
army which conquered Italy, and which foundered in Egypt. 
Such, but not equal to them, were the forces that conquered 
at Marengo: they were inferior to their great predecessors, 
because the enthusiasm of liberty had cooled, and was sup- 
plied by the weaker sentiment excited by past glory and the 
name of Bonaparte. Peace followed. The several bands 
from Egypt, from the Rhine, from Italy, were amalgamated. 
A portion of the old leaven, as of the old corps, still remained; 
but the camp of lloidoL:ne altogether changed its spirit There 
an emperor was raised on the military shield ; and freedom, 
as a source of courage, was dried up. The habits of victory, 
and enthusiasm for f!ouao:irle. filled the void. But he, their 
leader, no longer trusted to that free impulse which had won 
the fields of Italy. He now subjected his iinnds to ftr more 
rigid discipline, and supplied individual energy by closeness 
of order and precision of manoeuvre. In short, his tactics 
coincided with his policy, and the national warrior became, in 
a certain degree, the drilled, the mercenary, the imperial sol- 
dier. Such were the victors of Ulm and Austerlilz ; veteran 
bands that, could they hitvu lusted, might have defied the 
world. An unlucky day for Napoleon tempted him to acts 
which led to the soendmg and the spilling of this precious 
blood in Spain. The Austrian war again broke out : the em- 
peror called new levies; he ;i;ivc them the wime standards as 
the old, but the same spirit, he could not bestow. Of revolu- 
tionary enthusiasm not a spark remained ; nor to the army 
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that advanced to Wagrain was the same discipline which had 
supplied this lack at Austerity, communicated. The conse- 
quence was seen at Mssling am; Wagrum ; victories, for any 
other general than Napoleon, but very synonymous with 
defeat to him. The Austrian marriage, indeed," saved him; 
but another war, intrusted to another race of conscripts, \va 
likely to betray still more tin; deterioration of the French 
army. Bonaparte felt this as he made his preparations agains 
Russia, and he in consequence endeavored to supply quality 
by quantity — the vel.i-ra.us of the reioktion by The conscripts 
ef the empire. This is to borne in mind during the final wars 
upon which we now enter ; without it, all the snows of Rus- 
5 i;i might have fallen in vain. 

To describe the simultaneous decline of Napoleon's power 
tnd popularity as a sovereign by the apparent extravagance of 
sis ambition, his improvident "aslc of the national resources 
«nd population, his repression of every thing partaking of lib- 
erty, is needless. These start to the apprehensions of all ; 
and yet, with moderation in his policy, his empire might have 
endured for his life at least. He might have reigned by the 
mere terror of his past victories, and bequeathed to his lieu- 
tenants or his heir the task of encountering that reaction of 
Europe which his precipitate rashness drew down upon him 

Previous to entering on the decisive Russian struggle, we 
have still the years 181(1 and 1*11 lo traverse; an interval 
not unchockerod by events, immediately after his marriage, 
Napoleon, accompanied by his new empress, undertook a jour- 
ney through his northern dominions of" Belgium. His atten- 
tion was particularly turned to Antwerp, where immense 
preparations were made for forming future fleets. In the 
mean time he was rigorous in carrying oil war against Eng- 
lish commerce. Whilst at Antwerp, information could not 
fail to reach him as to the enormous evtent to which colonial 
produce was introduce;! inly his dominions through Holland. 
He blamed his brother Louis, king of that country, ami strong 
altercations were The consequence between them. As Hol- 
land has ever e.visieii liy cenniorce, it was a matter not only 
of interest but existence to the Dutch, that they should trade. 
Louis on the spot, a witness of the state of things, could not 
act the rigid impoverisher of his own subjects; besides thai 
he scorned to be a crowned chief of the custom-house. Na- 
poleon answered his cxposiu alion by curtailing the most im- 
portant part of bis kingdom, unltiiiyto I'ranee those provinces 
which commanded the mouths of the Rhine and Scheldt. 
Soon after, this was 'utiici insulTioienl.; when an army was 
sent into Holland to enfo. ce the counter blockade against the 

in.— 16 
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English. Iaouis, on sufforiry iliis indignity, resigned his 
crown and retired to a private station in Germany; when 
Holland was divided into departments, and solemnly incorpo- 
rator willi tilt; French empire. 

A more important change took place in Sweden. The im- 
politic, king- of tliiit country hart been dethroned by hia sub- 
jects, fur compromising the integrity of the state, and sacrific- 
ing it to his enmity ag-aiusl. Franco. His uncle was chosen 
monarch in his place. He had a son, who unfortunately died 
soon after; and tiie influential nion of .Sweden were compelled 
f.u look abroad to find the stock of another royal race. Divers 
princes aspired to bear away tire prize; but the Swedes looked 
to the great king-maker of the day, and preferred to choose 
one of his generals, in order to acquire the favor of France, 
and to be secure from tin: encma.cliinents of Russia. Singular 
enough, their clioice toil npoti thg only marshal between whom 
and the emperor there wa.s a secret enmity. Bernadotte had 
01 1' iimn ni led ul I [iLruivjrgii, and bad displayed thoro his lenience 
and sense of justice. In tin: campaign of Prussia he had cap- 
tured a Swedish division, treated aud dismissed it with kind- 
ness. He was accord:r ;i'!y preferred, and prayed to accept 
tie Swedish throne. The elevation of a lieutenant, who hod 
at times the arrogance to affect rivalry with him, was not 
pleasing to Napoleon; to whom, moreover, it was of the first 
importance to have a staunch, not. a haii'-frien.l, upon the 
throne of Sweden, lie covertly opposed the election: and 
when Bcmartcite was chosen, delayed Ins assent, or wished 
to delay it, by provisoes restrictive of the independence of the 
future sovereign. Bernadotte, however, played his part at 
once with firmness and snu-a.eity. He Was elected crown 
prince of Sweden, accepted the bright otier, and, wresting 
Napoleon's assent, departed to enter upon his rule; for, al- 
though but the next heir to the crown, he was already called 
to exercise the functions of government. 

In Spain, after the retreat of Wellington, subsequent to the 
battle of Talavera, the French succeeded in defeating the 
regular forces of their adversaries. The south at length own- 
ed the rule of Joseph, who, in the beginning of 1811), entered 
Seville; Soult advancing to form the siege of Cadiz. Thia 
town was now the last refuge of the independent cause. Even 
Andalusia, so fatal to the army of Dnpont, and considered as 
the most impregnable of the Spanish provinces, submitted to 
the victors; and. except within the walls of Cadiz, naught 
but guerillas and deli'rLed ! in: ids of p rlisnns still held up the 
standard of Ferdinand. This momentary triumph of the 
French was productive of one iuipiirla.nl. effect, — the inde- 
pendence of tin: Spanish South American colonies,, apsorteo 
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and founded in 1810. There now remained but to chase the 
British from Portugal, '['lie enterprise appeared too trivial tc 
demand the presence of Xapoleun, .Massena was intruded 
with the task, and, with a gallant army n I' -0,000 men, to exe- 
cute it. Before such an army, lord Wellington and his ;.!0,0(.HI 
British necessarily retired * The frontier fortresses were all 
'■dueed. Massena, pressing too hard after the retreating- I'lng 
liiAi, brought about the atiair of Busaco. which presents the 
usual aspect of all the early hnules in Spain— tin: British on 
a height, the French attacking, repulsed, and routed. Still 
the French had no other thought than to behold their enemies 
lake shipping at Lisbon; or perhaps, like Junot in more ad- 
vantageous circumstances, escape by a capitulation. The 
retreat, however, stopped short at about twelve leagues from 
Lisbon ; the armv raking post alnm; a ridge of lulls 'extending 
from the ocean to the Tagus. It was a line strong by nature, 
and rendered stronger by art, mc losing Lisbon, and d'ofeiin In L r 
it by those tbrtifi cations which Providence seems to have 
traced. Against it all the efforts of llasiT.j were vain. Im- 
possible to turn, it was equally impracticable to assault; and 
the French general, after vainly liovcrmsr round it, trying, 
and contemplating it, was obliged to retreat himself after hav- 
ing lost the greater part of his army by famine, malady, and 
fatigue. So bitter was his resentment, and that of his sol- 
diers, that their retiring path resembled the advance cf Attila 
— all ruin and destruction — the very walls uprooted andbhicli- 
ened, and the sod blighted beneath the devastator's hoof ;— an 
unworthy consolation this, to the hero of the Alps and the 
vanquisher of Suwarrow. To lord Wellington the impreg- 
nable lines of Torres Vedras brought as much honor as his 
previous victories, lie nor only secured there the indepen- 
dence of Portugal, but has shown how it may always l>e de- 
fended by manhood and well-regulated force. In the same 
spring were fought l.'ne ha! lies of lbi.ros.-a, Albuera, and Fu- 
entes d'Onom, in which Graham, Beresford, and Wellington, 
each gained fresh laurels. But the French, from the soldier 
to the general, were fighting in a cause and field that they 
disliked. Even those in command often relaxed in their ae 
tivity ; and their inferiors could not but imitate them. Mar- 
mont succeeded Massena; but n'ot to repair his fortune or 
supply his talent. Soult, who loved war for war's sake, was 
the most formidable enemy; yet, in the sanguinary battle of 
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Albuera, Beresford, witli c very few thousand British, wrested 
victory from his hands. 

We now approach ilic quarrel betwixt France anil Russia.; 
the last act— (lie gninrt tlciimitnicni of 1 J i r: drama. There is 
no lack of causes. Although tin: flexible mind of Alexander 
forgot, in his admiration for the eoueneror of Friedland, those 
conditions, of too treaty of Tilsit that were imposed upon Rus- 
sia, his aristocracy, his people, who were far from sharing 
liioir monarch's personal esteem for the French emperor, 
cuiild not fail to remind him of their sentiments. At Tilsit 
much had been proautcii and held forth on the part of Napo- 
leon, to dazzle Alexander, and to captivate his friendship. It 
was not only Finland that tempted the latter to submit to the 
inconveniences of the ooul mental syslem, it was the prospect 
of being aided in dismembering the Turkish empire. In the 
excitement, the moral intoxication of success, and of the east- 
ern emperor's friendship and society, i\api>;oon had passed the 
bounds of freedom, mid given loo rashly into a scheme much 
more advantageous to Russia than to him. No sooner, how- 
ever, did he part from Alexander, than Bonaparte revised his 
(houghts, and altogether changed his views respecting Tur- 
key. He would no longer listen to the prayer of A lex a ruler's 
ambition on this head ; and at Erfurtii the Russian monarch 
wiis obliged to abandon the plan. This disappointed him, and 
proved the first cause of the rupture. It is also the cause 
most honorable to iNa[Kih'on, who dwells on it accordingly. 
At St. Helena, lie asserts, that his resistance to Alexander's 
tiews upon Turkey was the origin of the quarrel ; and Big- 
noil affirms the same thing. 

"From theconference of 1807," says that historian, "sprung 
the germ that was to be fatal to Napoleon. To force Kn^hiini 
Id pea.ce conformably to the alliance of Tilsit, Russia was l.o 
act against Sweden, I 1 ' ranee against Portugal; or, to trans- 
late more largely than the ideas of the two emperors; Russia 
left Napoleon full liberty of action over the south of Europe, 
France abandoning to Alexander similar liberty in the north 
with respect to Sweden, moreover allowing him to have 
certain degree of tolerance on the side of Turkey. In con 
sequence of these reciprocal concessions, France found her 
self engaged m the horrible Spanish war; Russia in one 01 
which the dangers were insignificant, the advantage be inn 
the acquisition of Finland, \apoleon then imagined that Fin 
land might content Alexander; no such thing. Tor a mo- 
ment Napoleon had admitted the possibility of partitioning 
the Ottoman empire. This contingency Alexander assumed 
as a certainty, liis eons' nut demands n ere on the subject of 
the partition. But Napoleon ever refused, and for a douh'e 
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:: the first political, because the lot of France, magniti- 
b il liiid appeared, was Lilt a source of peril and em - 
— t, whilst that of Russia had proved all substantial 
inn positive value; the second military, in that he looked on 
the Turkish empire as a marsh, which prevented Russia at- 
tacking- him oil his right. Hence the gradual coolness be- 

wixt the two emperors.". 

What is ehieily evident frem this, i» the complete maekia 
velism of both parties; nothing iike justice entering into the 
ronlemplalion of either, except such justice as robbers may 
invoke in order to secure a (air division of the spoil. In these 
calculations of interest evaporated the imperial friendship, the 
solemn amity of Tilsit. Napoleon seemed to have trusted in 
this longer than Alexander, whose coldness he did not per- 
ceive until the campaign of Wagram commenced. He then 
exclaimed that Alexander had deceived him; that he was 
false, or, in his words, "handsome ami deceitful" as a Greek. 
One part of Bonaparte's character — a trait we often meet 
with in the world— was, that he thought himself always in 
the right. Whilst encroaching and despoiling every neigh 
bor, and swallowing one portion of Europe after another, he 
deemed himself mos' ili-useil when resisted. Passion and 
success had given this obliquity to his judgment. It is thus 
tiiat we explain the absurdity of his arguments; he was 
wrong, not insincere. He the more easily fell into them, as 
there was in the origin and at bottom a certain foundation 
of truth in his constant, assertion, that, he was driven to con- 
quest in order to exist, 

Alexander might then a.rjnie, that Xan^'.eon had not kept 
those promises at Tilsit, which had induced Russia to sacri- 
fice her trade to the continental system. But she had no 
need of bringing forward a promise that would have revolted 
all Europe. There were other griefs. Napoleon, in the 
campaign of Wagram, had perceived the lukewarmness of 
Russia. He had mentally abandoned the hopes of close al- 
liance with that country. Austria became his friend, his ally, 
by marriage ; and Russia was menaced by this very act. The 
duchy of Warsaw, the nucleus apparently destined to agglom- 
erate into an independent kingdom of Poland, was swelled 
with part of Galliciu, sufficient to make Russia tremble for 
Lithuania. Griefs continued to amass. The English and 

nti-Gallican party at St. Petersburg!:, — that, is, the" majority 
if the aristocracy, the produce of whose estates, timber, 
pitch, and hemp, conhl find a. market in England alone, — 
stirred and took advantage of all. The occupation of the 
duchy of Oldenburgji, ar>:>erla.minir to a prince nearly allied 
to the Russian emp-rn-, \v.:i Tnih-T c-msfi of cnrm.lnint ami 
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recrimination. Secretaries and envoys with hostile notes 

!ii-r>f'.i:di!(l to war. 

Napoleon hud determined on it: to humble Russia, and re- 
duce it to that obsequiousness towarjs him, that Prussia and 
Austria displayed, was tin: requisite completion of his system. 
Wit Kent this, 'all the rest was insecure. To remain at peace 
allowing the two latter countries to recover strength, whils 
;i. Inure mill independent empire was at their hack, would hav 
been jmjmlitic and mad; The entire system of Napoleon' 
empire was, indeed, founded upon usurpation and injustice , 
but conquest " pluck* on" conquest, and cannot be arrested 
till naught beyond its frontier menaces. To talk of Napo- 
leon's injustice and ambition at this time was vain; his em- 
pire was built on the two words, and was to be completed by 
them. The choice of the moment was most imprudent. But 
the seeds of war had been Ion;: sown ; were maturing during 
the course of 1810; and when, in 1811, the sudden energy 
of the English government, pouring troops into the Peninsula, 
resuscitated and revived the Mtrn.L'L'le, the altercation between 
Alexander and Napoleon bail gone too tar to allow of the 
stronger party shrinking from the consequence* without 
weakening that empire of arrogance and superiority that he 
held over Europe. Napoleon was in his conduct not so rash 
as is imagined. His policy »as profound, well calculated ; it 
was his task that was difficult. He played for the game of 
universal empire; he made a false move with respect to 
Spain. He was compelled to that, of Russia, unavoidable in 
time; and that he would nave willingly deferred, had it been 
possible without retracting. 

The niijrhty preparations necessary for bringing two such 
huge powers into contact, required to he gradually made. 
Each potentate, therefore, began, upon the first symptom, to 
make them. This alone necessitated similar exertions from 
the other ; and thus the great machinery of war waa put in 
action on both sides, ere mutua". e.\p:a.ual :on. or a free discus- 
sion of the question, could take place. It was thus the masses 
rushed together, obedient to the first impulse of their rulers, 
but not tarrying for their after-thoughts. 

France showed a slight of Russia by her treatment of 01- 
denburgh. Alexander, who had already relaxed in his ob- 
servance of the oontineutal system, for which he might p.ead 
the example of Napoleon's own licenses to trade, abrogated it 
in part, towards the close of 1H10. Lithuania, on one side, 
tilled with troops ; the duchy of Warsaw on the other. The 
preparations of Bonaparte were gigantic : he drew from the 
soil of France the last soldier that the conscription laws al- 
lowed him. From these were exempt merely the rich, wfoc 
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Mali purchase a substitute ; the peasant, who had already a 
brother under arms ; the imlv son of the widow. Yet even 
these .\;i[];)k:iiii eerolleil, in hit si mill tcitr-hitti : forming them 
into a militia or national guard, to keep peace at home and 
defend the territory, whilst the rest of toe. levies marched to 
the banks of the Niemen. Italy, on one side, sent her legions; 
Holland on the other; the reiifetlersited stsites of the Rhine 
were summoned to get ready their contingents; Austria con- 
sented to contribute 40,000 mou ; Prussia, sitter vainly medi- 
tating to throw her remaining strength into the hands of 
Russia, — an offer rejected by that country, as a source at 
once of weakness and obligation, — gave up the relics of her 
army, her fortresses, her very capital to the French forces. 
In front, Alexander saw all Europe armed against him, — 
Poland the foremo-t, expecting nor independence, and calling 
Lithuania, the spoil of Catharine, to join her. On each side 
were Sweden and Turkey: Russia, at war with the latter, 
had not long since rolled the former of a fine province. Yet 
both these precious allies France lost at this critical moment. 
The jealousy of Napoleon and Bernadotte alienated Sweden. 
The emperor, with "his nrroiryi;!. ideas, nought to reduce the 
sovereignty of his former lieutenant into vassalage- Berna- 
dotlc's language, as an igdependent monarch, was even more 
galling to the emperor than his acts. When he asked Nor- 
way as the price of his co-oporsition si^ainst. Knsssia, Napo- 
leon fell into a paroxysm of rase at the insolence of such a 
demand. Person;:! feeling smothered the suggestions of 
policy; and he ordered Pomerania, the only possession of 
Sweden on the continent, to be invaded. lie thus flung the 
actual ruler of Sweden into the arms of Russia. Bonaparte's 
conduct with respect to Turkey was not more happy. In the 
first heat of his friendship with Alexander, he had neglected 
that court and country ; and although he subsequently de- 
fended, in private negotiation, the integrity of that empire 
against Russia, still he had neglected to cultivate a close con- 
nexion. British influence prevailed at Constantinople; and 
we shall see, that- at. the moment when Russia was most se- 
riously pressed by a powerful antagonist, the sultan abandoned 
.he tempting opportunity, to which Napoleon incited him, of 
inking arlvantnsre of the moment. ; making pi sice, on the con- 
trary, with itd ancient ami inveterate foe. 

Napoleon, in truth, began to be egregiotisly ill served, es- 
pecially in the civil and diplomatic lino. 1 fe mistrusted men 
of all schools,— the uneinnt. noblesse and the Jacobins alike. 
He had got rid of Talleyrand and foodie, and in vain en- 
deavored to fill their places and supply their experience by 
statesmen of his own creation. In diplomacy, anil ip the 
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management of foreign policy, especially where it required 
tin' knowledge of in an kind and of courts, and that superiority 
of address, which high birth affords most advantage of ac- 
quiring, -\apoleon found and lamented this deficiency. He 
owned at St. Helens, thai, had lie kept Talleyrand, the Rus- 
sian war might have been avoided; he might have added, the 
Spanish war also. The high views of policy, the conceptions 
of the head of the state, of .Vipuli'on himself, never wanted 
sagacity. He foresaw all the perils of the peninsular insur- 
rection" should it break out; he saw the in opportuneness, as 
well as the necessity, of the Russian war. Want of tact in 
subordinate agents precipitated both. Murat, at Madrid, em- 
broiled one country ; a correspondence, rather than a negotia- 
tion, carried on through generals and aide s-de-ca top, marred 
all hopes of reconciliation with the ether. Xapoleon felt this, 
when he chose the comte de Narbonne, a noble, a libera] emi- 
grant, and a friend of ntadnnie lie Stael, like Talleyrand, to 
send on a mission to Russia. Another personage, whom lie 
selected from the same feeling, was ihe a bin's de Pradt, arch- 
bishop of Mechlin or Malines. Him he sent, to Warsaw. 
But a body of diplomatic sages were not to be improvised ; 
and the archbishop proved as little satisfactory as the aide- 
de-camp. 

After two years of prelude and preparation, with armies on 
either side of the Niemen, the rupture beeamo imminent at 
the commencerjienl of 1 '~<12. Professions of peace, as usual, 
preceded hostilities. .Nanoleon made oilers to England and 
to Russia. These to the former were idle: Alexander, in 
reply, demanded that the French troops should retire from 
East Prussia. Napoleon, at the same time that he sent the 
count de Narbonne to the emperor Alexander, to show his 
wish to avoid hostilities, left Paris on the 9th of May for 
Dresden. At this town he had given rendezvous to his al- 
lies; and never certainly did Europe see such a court: the 
emperor of Austria, the king of I'ressia, were amongst those 
who waited on Napoleon. Kings and princes of inferior rank 
crowded his antechamber and siioons. and stooped before the 
mighty emperor of yesterday. Certes, here the French revo- 
lution retaliated its vengeance on the pride that had scorned 
and endeavored to crush it. Its representative trod beneath 
his feet all that was regal and illustrious in Europe. The 
reunion of Dresden seemed a parting pageant, given to Na- 
poleon by fortune ore she abandoned him. The richest in- 
cense that could be burned to mortal pride was there offered 
to Bonaparte. 

The emperor awai'od at. Dresden the return of Narbonne. 
He arrived en the a«t!i of May. Ind seen Alexander, and had 
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found him inflexible, "neither elated nor despondent" Set 
ting aside the ambiiious schemes and jealousies which might 
have led to the (jiiaiTel, Alu.vrJ nriiu- i i ■ I ;. thai, his cause was trie 
independence of bi.j nation, iinii tliat even to succumb to de- 
limit ii; taiswa.fi ii!(ir;o-is. lminerisa'ciy after llicse tidings, 
Napoleon quitted Dresden, and in a tew days was in the 
midst of his army beyond the Vistula. It is estimated at 
■HMJjOtJl) soldiers, most c:c:rt.Eiinly not short of the exaggerated 
million of Xerxes. The French, like the Persian, monarch 
might have moralized and reflected how far actual power is 
from keeping pace with the magnitude of its means. It re- 
quired all, and more than all the energy and talent of Na- 
poleon to feed this mass; and even if he possessed the means, 
it became evident that the mere distribution could not be 
always effected. Ere the army had marched fifty leagues 
into Russia, several of the very guards died of hunger. The 
old system of preying and living upon the enemy's country, 
was here, as in Spain, impossible. But the habits of the 
French soldiery thai to provide to: themselves had left them 
without that order and accuracy which could alone render the 
present expedition practicable. 

It was too late, however, for reflection. On the 24th of 
June, the French army crossed the frontier river iS'iomeii. 
A solitary officer of Cossacks was the only enemy that ap- 
peared to challenge them; but a tremendous 1 bonder-storm 
burst forth over the French as they first trod the Russian soil. 
It appeared as if liie elements promised to supply the weak- 
ness of the men of the north in defending their territory. 
The Russians did not even appear : their plan was to retreat, 
avoid a battle, still drawing the French far from support and 
resources, to fall on them at last, when winter, (amine, and 
fatigue, had daunted their confidence and diminished their 
strength. This is said to have been the plan of Barclay de 
To:!v, the Russian commander. 

Napoleon thus entered Wilna without a blow ; and here 
was his last opportunity for declaring the ancient kingdom of 
Poland re-established. Lithuania was in his power. By 
uniting it to the duchy of Warsaw, and giving it the name 
of Poland, he would have raised a stronger bulwark to sup- 
port him, than fortified lines or walls, or than all the allies 
llial fear bound to him could afford. It is said that he hesi- 
tated, in fear to excite the jealousy of Austria; but that 
power would have accepted on Hie side of Italy an indemnity 
for Gallicia, all exchange already the subject of negotiation. 
But no; it was not the oread of Austria, but his wish to leave 
the door open for accommodation with Russia, ilast. tied down 
Napoleon from proclaiming Polish freedom. The diet of 
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Warsaw addressed him. He replied vaguely ; and the prov- 
inces, indisposed also toward* tin: French by the violence of 
t.iieir soldiers, remained Ciih: to one .-o pii^iinonious even oi 
encouraging words. 

When Napoleon advanced upon Wilna. with the principal 
division of the great army, a large force under Macdon aid 
kept along the Bait it. ami formed the left wing. The A us- 
trians, under prince SchwarUenberg, entered Volhynia and 
protected the right Hank of the French: but their wings may 
(or the moment be left out of consideration. Immediately 
before Napoleon, the Russians composed two armies: the 
greater one, under Barclay, had retired from Wilna to Drissa, 
on the river Dwhia, when; ;iti intrenched camp defended the 
road to St. Petersburgh; the lesser, under Bagration, was at 
Grodno, and, by the French advance, had been :Cparateil from 
Barclay. This was a sad blunder on I be p:,ri of the Russians; 
such a one that, had it been committed before Bonaparte com- 
manding a small and manageable army, by a force of propor- 
tionate numbers, not one would have escaped ; but, with the 
masses which he had now to move by word or writing, not 
by personal order, all depended upon lieutenants. Some were 
tardy, some inapt; others, active and skilful, had jealousies 
which pa.raKv.ed Ibcm. The Spanish war tailed of success, 
in part, from such dissensions; the Russian no less. Of his 
great system Napoleon was chief indeed, a monarch well 
obeyed ; but there was no gradation, no discipline amongst 
his. high officers: princes and marshal* jostled, and displayed 
in their altercation the meatmen of their origin. It was thus 
that the French lost new the first opportunity which the 
chance of the war afforded, — that of cutting oil' Bagration,— 
by the differences betwixt Da.voiist and Jerome Bonaparte 
and the consequent inertness of both. Jerome was disgraced, 
and sent back to Westphalia; but this could not restore lost 
time: lia juration had made good his retreat 

Napoleon now moved wii.li his main body from Wilna to 
the banks of the Dwina, to occupy Witepsk, having still the 
r the junction betwixt the two Russian 
Witepsk that Barclay reckoned on meet- 
>n ; he had marched thither from Drissa, and 
found the French approaching it. Preparing to light, in 
order to allow Buy ra.i ion time, be received word that his lieu- 
tenant was marching on Smolensk, in the rear: Barclay ac- 
cordingly retired, having supported but a skirmish. 

The natural avenue leading into the centre of Russia, that 
followed by the main army of the French, was the strip of 
high land lying betwixt, the Dwina and the Dnieper; the 
first of which it rejects to the north, the second to the south. 
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Witepsk, where the French now lay, is on the Dwina; Smu- 
lensko, where the Russian armies had united, was on the 
jpposito skie of the Dnieper. Napoleon tarried the two first 
weeks of August, at Witepsk. Such long delay, in such a 
man, is inconceivable ; so much so, thai, some of his followera 
have attributed it to the decline of his health: but, in fact, he 
was overpowered by the enormity of affairs; the difficulties 
of moving and providing ii.ir his immense army, the disorder 
of which he saw, and vainly exerted himself to remedy. He 
now resembled tlie spirit of an eagle put to vivify and move 
the body of an elephant, forced to plod, when its nature was 
to fly. Emboldened by bis inaction, the Russians at Kmolen- 
sko prepared to brave him and beat up his quarters. Tidings 
of their motion restored Napoleon to military duties, and re- 
called him to manoeuvres, from the ordering of oven;, Wilsons, 
hospitals, and all tlio minute of affairs in which he was 
obliged to busy himself by the neglect of all around. Learn- 
ing the Russian advFinee upon Witepsk, he moved off his 
army from the Dwina to the Dnieper, changing his whole 
line of operations, and braving the inconvenience of this for 
the sake of getting to Smolensk o beloje 1.1 10 enemy, inter- 
cepting them, and forcing them to battle. In this, too, he 
failed : the Russians retreated in time ; whilst the troops 
covering Smolensko fought with that dogged indomitable 
courage which the French could not overcome. Their cav- 
alry charged the Russian squares, entered them even; they 
slew, but could not rout. The Russians, in whatever confu- 
sion thrown, refused to fly; unlike the Austrians, who, 
"when turned," or spying an enemy even on their flank, 
thought themselves relinked from the kslt of resistance. But 
war with the Austrians had become a profession ; with the 
Russians it was wiLgod will, niilioiml feeling and inveteracy. 

Barclay, having succeeded in enter inn' Mmol':i"i~ko lieibiT 
the enemy, resolved to defend it lou^ enough to allow of a 
measured retreat. Napoleon's impatience impelled him tc 
an assault: it was ordered. But the Russians, from behind 
their ancient walls, defied all the efforts of the French, and 
repulsed them with the slaughter of thousands. The attack 
was given over. Napoleon pitched his tent before the town, 
when, at night-fall, the towers and build in;?; of Smolensko 
were seen in a flame. Barclay, in evacuating it, had set il 
on fire. On the morrow the French entered ; and where they 
expected to meet '.vi'h mx:ij uiinrte-s. and I'm sight of humar 
habitations, after the. cescr's tliey- bad crossed, they met with 
disappointment. Still, amidst these ruin;, tlie empemr might 
perhaps have strengthened his communications, brought up 
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provisions ami reinforcements, and organized his army. This 
was the prayer of all his generals, oven of the impetuous 
Mural. But to chuck bis advance in the month of August, 
and within hut eighty leagues cl' Moscow, wits too niucl) to 
expect, of Napoleon's impatience. Perhaps he was right iu 
calculating that the difficulties hi. ^lind.'osko were little less 
(han those at Moscow ; whilst the grand object gained, of 
occupying the enemy's capital, would awe malcontents both 
in Paris and in the courts of Europe, and also, perhaps, hum- 
ble Alexander to sue for terms. His generals, who looked on 
the conduct of the campaign merely in a military point of 
view, dissuaded with uiirnestuess, that swelled to choler, all 
idea of further advance. Napoleon, who was not blind ta 
their views, but who joined with them those of the statesman 
and the monarch, decided on penetrating to Moscow. 

Another circumstance on which he counted, was the ho 
possibility of restraining much longer the angry spirits of the 
Russians from giving battle. It was known that Barclay 
alone was the counsellor of retreat, and that Bagration, with 
all the voices in the army, clamored tor battle. It seemed 
inevitable, that they would risk one to save Moscow. In 
search of the engagement, then, as well as of the capita 1 ., ..Na- 
poleon held on his march. Nor was he wrong in his calcula- 
tions. In obedience to the i-ry of the Russian army, Barclay 
was superseded hy Kutusoff; and this general chose the 
place of his stand near Borodino, on the Moskwa. The Rus- 
sian retreat, even so far, was not such as gives courage to the 
pursuer. At Valoutina, not far from Smolcnsko, Barclay made 
a stand, in order to preserve some baggage and cannon, re- 
solving to leave no trophies to the enemy; and Ney was 
severely repulsed. Junot, who should have taken the Rus- 
sians in flank, hesitated on this occasion, and showed a want 
of courage. It was not thus that Napoleon had been served 
in Italy; and yet, inconceivable to say, Junot was continued 
in the command of his division. Quarrels between Davoust 
and Mnrat, both at the vanguard, were now the only inci- 
dents of the army. These occupied Napoleon's attention and 
care, which so niituy mure important .-uhjecl.s craved. 

On the 5th of September the French came in view of their 
enemies, posted 0:1 heights extending southward from th 
village of Borodino. Driving them from an advanced redoubt. 
Napoleon established his line oj>oosi!.e lo theirs, and prepared 
for a battle on the morrow. He refused to manoeuvre oh their 
flanks, or menace to intercept, I.'ueui, lest such a movement 
should bring about their retreat, and put. oil' the ens-agon icnt. 
Kuril army was about 120,0(10 strong, so much hid the, "['Vouch 
numbers dwindled: the Russians wen- iierhaps more. The 
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8th of September was tlio day long sought by Napolaon. He 
was on' horseback before daybreak, and saw the sun rise in 
splendor, like that of Austerlitz. Two tresh arrivals fron. 
Paris were announced : the one a chamberlain, with a por- 
trait of the young king of Rome; the other, Fabvier, with 
tiding of the loss of the battle of Salamanca by Marmont 
Shaking off the :rl<;:is iwoit.ed by both, Napoleon issued a short 
address; — " Soldiers! here is the battle yon have so much 
desired. Victory must depend on you. We need one, in order 
to have abundance, good quarters, and a spefrdy return to 
France. Conduct yourselves as at Austerlitz and Friedland, 
Let people say of each of you with pride—' He was at that 
great battle in the plains of Moscow !' " 

The left of the French, under the viceroy, was at Borodino, 
beyond the stream ; the Russian right opposed to it was well 
fortified. Prince Eugene was ordered to follow this ex- 
ample. The other bodies of the Russians, their centre and 
left, under Barclay and Bagration, were also fortified, each 
on its summit ; Barclay by a large redoubt, Bagration by sev- 
eral batteries. The French, as usual, had the disadvantage 
of attacking. The plan of Bonaparte was to carry first the 
batteries of Bagration, and then take the great central redoubt 
in flank. Accordingly the action, though commenced on all 
points, chiefly lay in the attack of Davoust upon the batteries. 
It was gallantly supported, and as gallantly resisted. The 
general of the attacking division, Campans, was wounded ; 
Rapp, who succeeded h hn, was wounded also; and Davoust 
hrmself hurt by the fall of his horse, which was killed under 
him. The attack on the right, in consequence, faltered ; but 
victory came from tho loft, when: Napotisjii least expected it. 

The viceroy of Italy, Eugene Beauharnois, instead of hold- 
ing back, according to his orders, pushed forward into Boro- 
dino, got possession of it, and improving his advantage, dashed 
across the river, to the attack of the great redoubt.. The col- 
umn of Davoust had, in the mean time, rallied ; its second 
effort drove Bagration from his batteries ; his so.diers still re- 
turned to recover them, but in vain. Their efforts, however, 
restored confidence to the Russian army. Borodino was again 
menaced by Cossacks, Eugene's attempt upon the central re- 
doubt. rKjralsed, and Bagration himself rallied to cover Bar- 
clay's flank. The French were not used to meet with this 
stubborn resistance, these alternations of fortune. Again, how- 
ever, they returned to the charge, and what Fain calls a 
third battle was fon«!it toward* oyeniug on the contested 
points. Finally, the Russians were beaten from the great 
redoubt, and abandoned the field. It is said, that by ordering 
forward his guard, which he held in reserve, Bonaparte might 
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have changed the Russian retreat into a rout, intercepted; 
and cut up their army. But liagration had shown the stub- 
bornness of the Russians on such occasions; and Napoleon 
would not risk his guard, nor advance his reserve when the 
consequence was doubtful. 

The battle was won, but dearly. Eight generals fell on the 
part of the French ; the heroic JSragation killed, was a loss as 
severe to the Russians. The tumor of the d;iy fell to Ncy, 
Davoust's fall having kept him back. Murat and I'oTiia.towski, 
at the head of their cavalry, had charged up the hills, and 
ridden into the redoubt. General Caulaincourt, penetrating 
into it with his cuirassiers, perished. Nov w;i; created prince 
of the Moskwa, this river, which runs to Moscow, being a 
short space in the rear of the ae'.iou ; its mime sounded better 
to fame than the Kalocza, on whose hanks il was really fought. 
The night of victory was one of sadness to Napoleon. " Seven 
or night liundred prisoners, and a score of broken cannon, 
were all his trophies won." The discouragement of his army 
was excessive. His generals accused him of languor, of not 
having followed up his advantage. Naught less than the 
brilliant results of Austurlitz and Ma.reugn could satisfy them. 
But on this occasion the enemy, — the French themselves, — 
above all, the scene, was changed. Napoleon did not put 
forth his last strength, for he knew it could not l>e decisive, 
and that Kutusoff, even routed, would not dispense with the 
necessity of farther combats and more active struggles. With 
such prospects as the Russian modi: of warfare held out to 
him, he refused to give Key and Murat, those expendersflf 
military blood, the last rouleau of that precious coin which he 
possessed. We ho'ieve, in opposition to Wegur, that it was 
his moral despondency, but too well founded, that influenced 
1 1 is spirits, riot that disease or corpulency benumbed his facui- 

Moscow, however, was won. Kutusoff reluctantly aban- 
doned the hope of defending it. The governor, RoKtupchiii, 
took Ids measures, if not for excluding the French, at least 
for rendering the possession useless to them. But Moscow re- 
mained, a[i|tfrently, in all its original splendor, when the 
French entered it on the 14th of September. Napoleon took 
up his residence at the Kremlin, the ancient palace of the 
czars. He was not long left in peaceable possession of it 
From the first day of occupation, fire had appeared indifferent 
quarters. It was either neglected or renewed; but on the 
17th the flames, fanner] by a strong wind, spread rapidly, and 
showed themselves masters of llie whole city. The Kremlin 
was surrounded by the (ire, its windows burst with heat, and 
it required all the effi vts of the guard to preserve the charters 
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of Napoleon. At length, when a way was cleared for him 
through the burning city, he ldl.il, and established himself at 
the country-house of Petrowskoie, not iar from the gates of 
Moscow. There is now scarcely a doubt raised by historians 
that the burning of Moscow w;m a nrcmeditat.ed act. Smo- 
lensko had sullemi » similar late; and if, as Fain asserts, 
Russian incendiaries had been seized in the towns west of 
Moscow, it was wonderful that more order and care had not 
been taken to prevent the catastrophe. Had it been Rostop- 
chin's intention, too, as he has boasted, to destroy the city, it 
is not probable that he would have waited for the arrival of 
the French, who by greater vigilance might have prevented it. 
After all, the accidents to which a wooden city must be liable 
in war, with the population of its prisons, and its lower classes 
let loose in it, with foreign soldiery, may very possibly have 
produced a cuius! ropiie, diiimed us dt.^i'ju. when events had 
shown its advantage. 

The first object of the expedition over, and Moscow, or its 
ruins, in the power. of the French, what was to be the next 
aim 1 No envoy of peace appeared ; it was necessary still to 
conquer it. Napoleon's instant conception was to march upon 
St. Petersburg!], menace or cut oft' \Vii:ni.>ii,-.t>m. ar.J be re- 
inforced by the army of .Uacdu'v.ikl. It was a giant resolve, 
and required giant efforts. It was the wisest too, except that 
of immediate and direct retreat, which had many disadvan- 
tages. But, without, (lie an ion rrence of his chiefs, such an 
enterprise was impossible. They had been churlish and dis- 
contented throughout the expedition. They were tired of it, 
and determined on retreat. They merely counselled retiring 
by a new and circuitous road to the south. Napoleon could 
not persist in his plan ; hia officers rebelled : their plan was 
equally repugnant to him. And betwixt both opinions, re- 
solve rested in suspense, and neither was prosecuted : this 
was (he most fatal step of all. The French remained at Mos- 
cow, wailing, like victims, for the winter to immolate them. 
A little more eourai.ro would have followed the emperor's idea; 
and if ever Alexander was to be brought to termB, it was by 
marching towards him. On the contrary, however, Napoleon 
sent Lauriston with proposals of peace, and vainly awaited in 
the Kremlin, which had been preserved from the fire, an an- 

At length, after a month's li:i!irriii«- urid incertitude, Mob- 
cow was evacuated bv t.,e main body of the French on the 
19th of Oclobrr, a -far-guard remaining with orders to blow 
up the Kremlin. The imperial wagons were laden with 
trophies, those of the army with spoil, and all the carriages 
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and caleches of Moscow travelled with tlieir captors. It 
seemed merely a return from a party of pleasure. A month 
was yet to elapsi; ere the nii.k.:l« <>!' JV<.v.-iijbor, the general 
period for the frost's setting in. To arrive at Smolensko, and 
take up winter-quarters before that time, seemed feasible and 
certain. The army of Kutusoff in the mean time, after evac 
uating Moscow, had turned, still within eight of the burning 
city, towards the south. Murat had followed it, but in the in 
certitude of the moment had established an armistice. It was 
now broken by the Russians, who showed that the day of Bo- 
rodinoocof the Moskwahad not damped their courage. Murat 
was defeated. Napoleon, on leaving Moscow, adopted the 
original plan proposed by his chief officers, to march first to 
the important town of Kalouga, and thence by a fresh un- 
wasted road to Smolensko. The circuit would allow the last 
corps time to evacuate Moscow. The French numbered 
lliiU'KM) men. iihoort. all on foot; artillery and cavalry were 
without horses; and there was every prospect of being obliged 
lo abandon some, if not the greater part, of the former. 

In a mood of deep despite, Napoleon left Moscow for Ka- 
louga; the chief motive with him now for choosing this 
southern road was that it had not the appearance of retreat, 
so anxious was he to conceal his failure even from his own 
eyes. To master Kalouga was no distant nor arrogant aim. 
Yet he manoeuvred, arid thought it net't'^iry to conceal his 
line of march from Kutusofi; in order to reach it The Rus- 
sian general was warned, however, and reached Malojarosla- 
witz in time to oppose the French march. A sanguinary en- 
gagement took place betwixt the advanced guard under 
prince Eugene and the Russians; the village, taken and re- 
taken, at length was kept by the French; but Kutusoff's 
army, drawn up behind it, presented an order of battle. Na- 
poleon rode to reconnoitre. Scarcely had he quitted the 
lines, when a cloud of Cossacks galloped past and round. 
The emperor's attendants would have had him return, but he 
refused to fly, and drew his sword in his personal defence. 
Tin; rnssacks were beaten off, and he proceeded to reconnoi- 
tre. Should he attack the Russians? For what purpose? He 
had advanced towards Kalouga, to avoid or defer the appear- 
ance of a retreat that was inevitable. Better it was to be 
understood at once, than risk the army still more for the sake 
of mere vanity. The order to retreat was given. And, sin- 
gular and provoking to say, Kutusoff, afraid of being attack- 
ed, had given similar orders on his side. 

The French army in three corps now turned their faces to 
France, and to Smolensko aa the nonre;: ml lying place. They 
looked there for the support of Victor's fresh corps ; but Vic- 
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for was busied c-sfwinire. Wittgenstein, reinforced by the 
Overswelling levies of Russia, had beaten St, Cyr on the 
Dwina, and taken Witepsk. This was cutting the retreat off 
from Wilna, and Tchitchagoff com ma tiding the army returned 
from the Turkish war, had received orders to advance from 
the south, and, by seizing Minsk, cut off the only other prac- 
icable road westward. Such were the tidings that saluted 
Napoleon on his entry into Smolensko. The viceroy Eugene 
and Ney each Jed a corps in the rear of Napoleon, and were 
dreadfully harassed by the Russians, who, now driving their 
enemies before them, felt the spirit of success animating tlicir 
previous stubbornness. Not only pursuing, but often antici- 
pating- the march of the foe, they hung upon his rear and 
flank, delayed his flight, by forcing him to turn and fight, 
whilst clouds of Cossacks swept away the stragglers, or de- 
ferring to slay, from a savage spirit of amusement, drove the 
famished wretches before t.!n:ir spear points as a pastime. 
Winter, too, set in, — that dreaded foe, — this year peculiarly 
severe and premature. The snow already fell in October; 
but on the 6th of November it descended, driven like a tour- 
mr.nte of the Alps, with a force, fury, and denseness unknown 
except in these northern climates. Amidst such weather the 
progress of the French, more especially of Ney, was a dire 
corniat against the foe, and the elements as pitiless. The 
army foundered ere it reached even Smolensko, abandoning 
piecemeal its artillery, its deeply-venged plunder, the cross 
of Ivan, and the other trophies of the Kremlin. Even at that 
town, where it arrived in the middle of November, famine 
still awaited it The magazine's had ljfcii devoured. Winter 
hecame more fierce, the enemy more menacing both in front 
and rear; whilst the French numbers, at least its fighting 
numbers, did not exceed one third of the army that had evac- 
uated Moscow. 

This scanty force was now divided into bands, for the sake 
of procuring some sustenance, and preserving some order. It 
was actually surrounded by armies. Tchtcharroff stopped its 
passage by the M io~k ruj-;l, Wittgenstein by Witepsk; whils 
Kutusoff was behind, and in flank. The marvel is that 
single French soldier escaped. Ney was completely inter- 
cepted in his march, and summoned to surrender in a position 
where even the " bravest of the brave " might despair. With 
5000 men against 80,000, Ney returned volley for volley, 
charged, was repulsed, but defended his division by his auda- 
city, marched under cover of the night, and, in defiance of 
the whole army of Kntusofl; rejoined Napoleon. No feat of 
the twenty years of war surpasses this. 

The point of danu-er now changed from the rear to the 
III.— 17 
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front, KutusolV having chased II:*' Freneii »eyond Ihc Dnie- 
per, thought his task completed. But Telii (hagoff and Witt- 
genstein, from north and south watching the course of the 
Beresina, resolved to intercept Napoleon's passage. The 
army was now reduced to about 14,000 men; 500 mounted 
officers formed the emperor's guard, in lieu of the 35,000 
veterans lately glorying in that name. To force the passage 
of t.;iu Beresina with a skeleton army was idle. Still Napoleon 
<[uitting the main road, and flinging himself amongst tie 
forests, sought out the banks of the river. lu these woods lie 
fortunately stumbled on the corps of "Victor. With what sad 
surprise did these soldiers regard the shattered remnant of 
their comrades from Moscow 1 The fated Beresina still re- 
mained to be crossed. Both parties throughout the war, how- 
ever, seemed to vie as to which .should commit most blunders ; 
and admiral TchichagofT, miscalculating the designs of the 
French emperor, watched every place of passage, save the 
one actually attempted. Two frail bridges were thrown over 
the stream. Part of the army, once more respectable in num. 
hers, crossed, and was able to defy Tcliiohagoff. But Witt- 
genstein was pressing on the eastern side. Victor, now in- 
trusted with defending the rear, could scarcely hope .to hold 
out, whilst the stragglers and rabble of the army passed over 
the bridges. One of his divisions was already cut off and 
taken, and Victor himself was driven to the water's edge, 
whilst the crowd still choked the passage, tumbled each other 
into the stream, or rushed amidst its floating ice, to escape 
the Russian bullets. In the midst of the terror and the rush, 
one of the bridges gave way, and the yell that arose (for 
women formed no small portion of the stragglers) was such 
as might appal even the heart of a soldier. At night Victor 
retreated across the stream, and destroyed the last bridge, 
leaving behind him his artillery, and crowds of prisoners. 
The Beresina. froze completely in a short time after, forming 
a huge grave, in which the dead did not decay. In spring 
the Russians had leisure to count the bodies, They amounted 
to an army's number, between thirty and forty thousand. 

From the Beresina, crossed in the last days of November, 
he French pursued the road to Wilna, their first Russian 
conquest, presenting toe nppoaraiioe of a complete rout, the 
corps of Victor as disorganized as those of its more wearied 
comrades. Hull tiiei'o wt'ro --ll.lli.ill men, enuntiny tlie garrison 
of Wilna, With these a stand might be made, — at least, a 
momentary one. But to repair the great disaster without an 
other army, such as Napoleon's personal presence and exerr 
tion could alone command from France now reluctant and 
desjKindonl, was i in possible. The political tidings from the 
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capital were also disquieting. A conspiracy for the overthrow 
of the imperial power luid nearly succeeded. The emperor, 
therefore., resolved to quit tin: armv, am! hasten to Paris. 
Leaving the command to .Mural, Napoleon left Smorgoni on 
the road to Wilna in a sledge, accompanied by Ciiiilii.incon.rt 
duke of Vicenza. His apparition at Warsaw is related in 
lively terms by the abbe de Pradt, his envoy there. The con 
vermilion wan a long .soliloquy on the part of the emperor, in 
which he represented his fortunes as still capable of being 
repaired. But his oft-repeated comment of " There is but one 
step from the sublime to the ridiculous," showed how fully 
sensible he was to the magnitude of his fall. On the lfitli 
of December he arrived at the Tuilleries quite unexpected 
by the emp r ess. Thus did a year commenced by him at Drcs 
den as a suzerain of monarchs, terminate in a hasty and dis 
graceful flight. 



CHAP. XL 
1813—1814. 



It sometimes happens in history, as in life, that our sympa- 
thies refuse to obey our judgment; a circumstance that ren- 
ders the task of narration difficult. At present, for instance, 
what war was ever more just, more sacred, more patriotic, 
than that which the Russians, and, at their voice, all Germany, 
rushed forward to wage against their victor and invader, 
Bonaparte? This man too, however heroic, is not unstained 
hy crime. The liberties of his own country, the independence 
of Europe, had expired beneath his hand. He had shown 
himself seliis.'i. ruthless in the pursuit of ambition ; and still, 
with all this, such is the propensity which we have to worship 
power and grandeur of mind, that this very man excites our 
pity for his merited fall, his well -earned misfortune. The 
dramatic interest of his situation c.ui.hulauees political judg- 
ment; and even the satisfaction with which a Briton must 
regard the destruction of the emperor of the French, is dashed 
by a high and generous m inpathy for Napoleon. This gene- 
rous sentiment has been avowed too boldly by one party, and 
decried and censured too inveterately by the other, — both una- 
voidable consequences of contemporaneous feeling. But it is 
now time to cast a'.vav the prejudices and passions of the 
moment, and to assume 1!ie place and judgment of posterity 
r.ilii resoeot. to seencs and persons past. 

The first view ■jrcs.enlfl hi nilairs. on Napoleon's reaching 
Paris, was somewhat reassuring. Lor 1 Wellington, vi ' 
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at Salamanca, had still retreated suhscnucn' to that battle, 
und Madrid remained in the hinds of the French. The army 
he had left might rally, lie hoped, upon the Niemen. At 
home, a daring conspiracy had nearly succeeded, on a report 
of the emperor's death ; but the falsehood of this discovered, 
it had fallen of itself. The senate, the court, the capital, 
however stricken by the altered tone of the imperial bulletins, 
appeared still loyal and obsequious. The levies of 1813 
awaited him. The artillery of the marine was at his dispo- 
sition. He might count upon a formidable army, such as 
would at least check the advance of Russia. But darker and 
darker tidings came thick upon each other, to overshade these 
hopes. Macdonald had been deserted by the Prussian army 
under Yorck. Mural and the viceroy had fallen back upon 
the Oder; the former seizin:.' the opportunity to desert the 
army altogether, anil retire to Naples. Schwartzenberg had 
concluded,' on tin: part of Austria, ;m mortice with Alexan- 
der, that might possibly grow into an alliance. Russia had 
concluded a treaty with England, and it seemed no longer 
possible to pacify one without contenting both. The entire 
defection of Prussia followed, announced by the flight of 
l''rederie William from Potsdam, to meet tho emperor Aie.v 
der at Breslau. This, as well as the advance of Wit.tgon- 
siien, compelled the French to abandon the Oder for the Elbe, 
and limit 'their hopes of defence to this new frontier. Napo- 
leon learned these tidings at Fontainbleau, where he was 
busied in making an arrangement with the pope. He hurried 
once more to his senate, declaring " what sufficed me yester- 
day 'cannot suffice to-day," and fresh levies, anticipating the 
conscription of years to come, were decreed. In March, 
l'ni-sia joined Russia in war against France. Bornadotte, at 
the head of his Swedes, in the pay of England, now lifted his 
banner against the emperor. There remained but Austria 
neutral ; and even had that court been bound, as was fiir from 
the case, by ties of gratitude towards Napoleon, it could 
scarcely resist the general outcry of all Germany to avenge 
and liberate itself. 

Napoleon left St. Cloud on the 15th of April. In a few 
days he was with his army, now once more on the Elbe and 
the Haah\ reduced to fight near the field of Jena those Prus- 
sians whom it had conquered there. The emperor brought to 
the -10.000 men under the viceroy a new army of upwards ot 
60,000,— all, however, young soldiers that had never yet seen 
(ire. " What shall we do with such sucking pigs >" exclaimed 
on old general on beholding them. The allies were in pos- 
session and in advance of Dresden. They marched on the 1st 
of May to prevent Napoleon from occupying Leipzig, and met 
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nimashort distance from that town, at Lutzen, the scene of the 
last victory aud death of Giis-Uviih Aiialiilii^, The I'russinns, 
under Bluchcr, led the attack. The quarrel being now more 
German than Russian, it was for the Germans to bear the 
orunL The Prussians were not backward to measure them- 
selves with their enemies, and avenge their former defeats ; 
but this they vainly attempted at Lutzen. Napoleon's young 
army, encouraged by his pnvence iiml wn-Af, repulsed every 
etiiirt and remained masters of the held. Still there were no 
longer the brilliant results, the cannon, colore, baggage taken. 
The fashion of panic was over. The French had fought until 
ihey had taught their foes their own warlike obstinacy. By 
one of the first shots of the campaign fell marshal Bessieres, 
duke of Istria, the old commander of the guard. 

Leipzig was no longer the aim of Napoleon after his victory. 
He occupied Dresden also, and prepared to pursue the allies 
over the Elbe. Success, however, as well as defeat, were in- 
struments to work his ruin. At Dresden he received the en- 
y of Austria, who now proposed to change her character of 
ly for that of mediator. She demanded certain augmenta- 
tion of territory, still not extending her views to Italy, anr 
the independence of the smaller German states. Concessior 
to these not. arrogant demands would, in the words of the em- 
peror Francis, have consolidated the dynasty of Bonaparte. 
He would not admit them, however. A bridge had been 
thrown over the Elbe, and he marched to attack the Australia 
and Prussians at Bautzen. They were in a position of great 
strength, occupying those hills which form the natural bound 
iiries of Silesia. Napoleon forced the passage of the Spree 
in their front, and occupied Bautzen. He was obliged to spend 
the whole of the 20th in so fighting and manoeuvring as to 
get within reach of the allies. On the 21st the battle was 
fought. He commenced by simultaneous attacks on the wings; 
the line, however, was so extended, embracing many leagues, 
and intersected with hills, that it was impossible to watch the 
success of these movements. Till assured of this, Napoleon 
would not advance his centre. He was himself with it in the 
midst of the cannonade, and fell asleep, overcome by fatigue. 
At length, upon hearing fresh sounds of artillery in the dis- 
tiincc, his officers awoke him. By the direction of the sound 
he knew his wing to be victorious, and instantly ordered for- 
ward his centre and guard. The allies were beaten, and 
obliged to evacuate 1.hr:c V.v.c of defence, wiiich covered Sile- 
sia, and retire into Bohemia. But their retreat was orderly, 
leaving not a cannon nor a prisoner. At the close of one 
nf the rombais which followed up Ihe action, some of the 
einperuw's staft; Duroc, Krchener, and Le Brun. went lo 
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water their horses at u brook : it. was then that one of the las' 
cannon fired by the retreating enemy cut Kirchener in two, 
anil struck Duroc. He was considered i.l:e only friend of Na- 
poleon. The latter, whatever must have been Ills inward 
grief, did not display those theatrical signs of it which 
divers memoir writers have imagined and described. The 
circumstance most worthy of remark in the battle was, 
that the Prussians showed the most obstinate and warlike 
spirit; such as, if shown alor t'ven after Jena, would have ren- 
dered their subjugation impossible; whilst tin: Russians had 
relaxed in their ardor, and did not equal their allies. They 
were far from their homes, and cared less for German than 
%r French. This shows that a national cause of quarrel is the 
first requisite for military courage. 

The victory of Bautzen opened to the French a passage to 
the Oder. Glogati was relieved, Breslau occupied, Berlin it- 
self threatened. The Russian and Prussian armies retreated 
towards Austria, imploring its aid. It was at this moment 
that the emperor Francis interposed with his mediation. A 
message, proposing an armistice, reached the French camp 
the day after the battle of Bautzen. After some conferences. 
Napoleon consented to it, in, order that negotiations might 



If ever the hand of fate was visible, it was in the fall of Na- 
poleon. Had he been repulsed from Bautzen ere Austria had 
entered into stipulation with the allies, this, power would not 
have pressed for more than the independence of Germany; 
and Napoleon might and ought to have granted it. Now she 
made the same request; the abandonment of the duchy of 
Warsaw to the three powers, of Illyria to herself, the re-es- 
tablishment of the Prussian monarchy, and the dissolution of 
the confederation of the Rhine;. Bui now Tion;iparte could not, 
would not yield ; and Austria was flung into the alliance of 
his enemies. " How much did England give you to make war 
upon rnel" asked he of Metternich, imprudently insulting 
that statesman. And, in truth, Great Britain did put forth all 
her powers on this occasion, and at the right time. Sweden 
was in her pay ; and now subsidy treaties were concluded with 
Russia and with Prussia. Her victories, as well as her purse, 
contributed to rouse and push to its conclusion that European 
reaction against France, which otherwise might have Ian. 
euished. The tidings of the bottle of Vittoria,in which Wel- 
lington and the British showed that their powers and talents 
were not confined to defensive warfare, came at the very epoch 
[o strengthen the confidence of German courts and ministers. 
iAiiitriii insisted with iieoinoss that. Napoleon should be con- 
tented with tlie Rhine for his frontier. He, in evading the 
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Jematid merely required the neutrality of his father-in-law 
Tills was declared mnxi^ible ; mi .■ 3 Ui-.' neci Knion of Austria U. 
the allies was announced liv brilliant, hre-ivoiks on the 10th of 
August. In a few days after, the armistice expired. 

The French, hitherto secure from attack on the side of 
southern Germany, had now to expect the Austrian-, i!0(), (!()(! 
strong, on the side of Bavaria, and in Italy The Russians 
and the Prussians themselves were reinforced. Napoleon's 
chief officers advised him to retreat, at onee to the Rhine. In 
answer, he bade them this time to obey. He had fortified 
Dresden, and distributed his force in eleven small armies or 
divisions round it; himself, with his guard as a reserve, hold- 
ing Dresden, ready to unite, in any emergency, the separate 
hut not disjointed portions of his force. Bernadotte, crown 
prince of Sweden, menaced from the north ; Bluclier with his 
army from the east ; Schwartzenberg with the grand army 
from the mountains of Bohemia, southward. It was smyidar 
enough that the motions of this army of European reaction 
against France, should have been directed by two old generals 
of the French republic — Bernadotte and Moreau: the latter 
was now in the service of Alexander, directing Russian and 
Austrian columns against 200,000 of his countrymen. No 
jealousy or injustice of the present ruler of France couhl 
warrant the hero in acting the renegade. 

On the first expiration of the armistice, Napoleon had hast- 
ened from Dresden with his guard, and joined some of his di- 
visions, to surprise Blucher. But that general, according to 
the plan agreed on, retreated; and he had the satisfiid.mii io 
see two regiments of Westphalians desert the French ranks. 
In the mean time Scliwartxenhrrri'; had descended upon Dres- 
den, and commenced pressing upon it on i he 31st. St. Cyr had 
hut 20,000 men to oppose the prince's formidable army: he 
still kept it at bay. On the 2oth the attack became general, 
and there were few hopes of holding out, till the evening, 
when Napoleon's columns appeared hurrying from the pursuit 
of Blucher: and entering the city, they did but traverse it to 
meet the enemy, who, already victorious, were at the gate 

willi lui' diets, shiiuiiiiQ 1 /■'(<■ n's .' J'tfris .' as the next object of 
their march. The unexpected sally of the French repulsed 
the enemy. On the two following days the battle was renew- 
ed, and Napoleon si;cceei!oi! in roiitinn 1 KVawartzenberg. The 
battle of Dresden was more decisive than either I.utxen or 
Bautzen. The Austrians left their cannon and 20,iW nrson- 
ers. This was some consolation lo A;i uoloon. Fortune had 
prepared him another, in the diatli of Moreau, mortally 
wounded in the day's action. The victory of Dresden was 
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Boon, however, to be counterbalanced by defeat Vandamme> 
who pursued a division of tin: retreating army into Bohemia, 
fiiidiiiji himself in the neighborhood of Tiepiitz, where the al- 
lied monarchs were supposed to he, resolved to push on tosur 
Sise them. Meeting wis.li a desperate resistance from the 
ussian guards, and forced to retreat, he was met by a strong 
corps of Prussians, who thinking themselves intercepted, 
rushed upon Vandamme to cut their way through. The Rus- 
sians came up in tin: moment of the melee, and Vandamme 
with his whole division was obliged to surrender. 

The defensive plan of the allies, said to have been recom- 
mended by Bemadotte, now proved fatal to Napoleon. Their 
rule was, always to retreat from him, but always make head 
against his lieutenants. Thus Oudinot, sent against Berlin, 
was defeated by the prince of Sweden, in the battle of Beeren; 
and Ney, dispatched to repair this loss, could not master for- 
tune. His Saxon regiments deserted in the action, and it was 
evident that none of the auxiliaries could he depended on. 
Napoleon himself mere than once marched to encounter 
Blucher ; but that wary Prussian fled at the approach of the 
arch-enemy, and avoided to measure himself with Napoleon. 
Not so when Macdonald presented himself. Blucher fell on 
him and his division, and fought the battle of the Katzbach, 
in which the French, as at Beeren, were defeated with great 
loss. The campaigns round Dresden resembled what Homer 
recounts of the siege of Troy. When Achilles rushed forth, 
all was rout, flight, and slaughter: when he retired, his ene- 
mies showed eonriige, and failed not to {rain the advantage. 
Still, though beaten in detail, the plan and resolves of Bona- 
parte were unyielding and giant-like. Instead of retreating 
south, he prepared to draw northward, and keep the Elbe to 
Hamburgh. He never feared being cutoff from France, con- 
fident of forcing his way with victory. His delight, when 
with inferior forces, was to have his enemies around him. But 
his generals shrunk from toe idea of such bold warlare. They, 
us at Moscow, uere fur retreat; they had bravery indeed in 
detail, but none of that antique hardihood that distinguished 
their illustrious captain, He was obliged to succumb to their 
arguments, and indeed to cirr umstances. The allied force 
daily increasing, soon came to double that of the French, 
hourly diminishing. Bavaria was obliged to declare against 
him; Leipzig was menaced in his rear; and at length, in the 
middle of October, Napoleon transferred his quarters from 
Dresden to that town. 

It was time. On the very nest day, the lfit.h, the allies 
approached; Bernadolte and Uliicimr fmni the north, Schwartz- 
enbtrrg from tin: smith, ill'.' iv!i-^ia:i^ omiiiu- him. Napoleon 
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himself opposed Schwartzenberg, and held the entire of the 
day on the verge of tin; hiSi* which border the plain of Leip- 
zig. Key was not so iortuuate on the north. Blucher and 
his Prussians fought with inveterate audacity and Ney, after 
dreadful loss, was obliged to retire behind the Partho. The 
only decided success was on the western side of Leipzig 1 
where general Bert rand, drove back Giulay, and thus e'eared 
the road towards Franee. Whilst Napoleon was arranging 
his posts, and occupying a line of defence nearer to Leipzig, 
trie Austrian general Meerfeldt, the same who had come with 
the flag of truce after Austerlitz, was brought in prisoner. 
Him Napoleon now sent to the emperor of Austria with a 
aim ilar message, and a demand of an armistice. "The word," 
said he, "must awaken recollection." But the Austrian was 
not to be touched by association ; no answer was returned: 
and preparations continued on the 17lh, for fresh attack on 
one side; for honorable defence, and now inevitable retreat, 
on the other. The allies, despite irn:-ir adi-antages and num- 
bers, awaited the fresh corps of Beningsen. On the night of 
Die 17th, Bertrand was ordered to commence the retreat, and 
to secure the passes of the Saale. On the 18th the battle re- 
commenced on the north, east, and south of Leipzig. The 
French were hemmed in by a circle of fire and bayonets, dealt 
by treble their number.-:. Stilt they romuiued firm. Ponia- 
towski and his gallant Poles kept Schwartzenberg in check. 
Macdonald fought the Russians; and when sorely pressed, 
Napoleon and his guard came to his aid, and repelled the 
enemy. To the north of this attack Bernadotte advanced 
upon ReJ'nicr, whose division consisted partly of Saxon corps : 
these troops being ordered to match, obeyed Indeed, but it was 
instantly to desert and join the enemy. Bernadotte turned 
their cannon instantly against the French ; and as it swept 
away whole files by a Taking fire, the name of Saxon and of 
Bernadotte were muttered with curses of execration. Even 
in this unlooked-for disaster, Napoleon preserved his calm, — 
filled up the void left by the Saxons with his guard, and 
fiercely continued the combat. It was the afternoon. The 
(lilies, despairing to Ibrco the French nulla, retired and com- 
menced a cannonade; which produced every desired efle.cl 
of !i!tiii;j , 'iU'j' 1 inn! of forciiiLT ll'O defenders to risk their force 
in offensive movements. Night at last put an end to the bot- 
tle. There was neither defeat nor rout: but such another 
day it was imperii i!' 1 !■ ir the French army to survive. Orders 
were therefore issued lor the retreat. No sooner had it com- 
menced, than thu-aiili".'.- were iii.-U;:i!!y at. the gates : but these, 
defended by Poniatowski and Macdonald, bj' Ney and Mar- 
aiont, defied all the efforts to master thorn. The town in the 
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mean time oItert;!l the dreaiifiil senile of an army retreating 
over a narrow brnlirc, iiml blocking u p every path. Napoleon 
himself with difficulty got itnsi the Rsl.er. Not a quarter 
of the army, and but few guns, had passed, when thD bridge 
was blown up by accident, or a mistaken order. Escape tor 

those in Leipzig inn r: imoyssible. and resi; stance vain. They 

who had the C(nir;i.i;t-, ihisjii'il tiii 'ir linrses i:itf) l.lie stream t.n 
swim across. In this attempt. Maiaionald succeeded, and Po- 
niatowski liiiled; trie valiant 1'ole 3inking to rise no more. 
l.iiuriston ami Reynier were taken. The French lost 50XMMI 
mini, 21)0 pieces of cannon, Germany, and their military su- 
periority. Ere Napcleon reached the Rhine with his shat- 
tered trmijis, he had to encounter a glaring instance of polit- 
ical ingratitude. If he limi iiestowed beneihs on any land, it 
was on Bavaria, which he had amplified, honored, and made 
a kingdom of Now an army of .ftn-i.riii.ris crossed his path, 
and barred iiis entry into France. They occupied Hanau. A 
charge of the remnant of the old imperial guard sufficed to 
punish and to rout the Bavarians. 

The revolutionary tide, that twenty years previously had 
overflowed the Alps and the Rhine, changing the (ace and 
destroying the old landmarks of Europe, devastating some re- 
gions, hut, it mnst be owned, fertilizing others, was now rolled 
back into its ancient bed ; and the monarchs, like the cultiva- 



itself. Hanover resumed il-; iiilen-irsiiee to Falkland. Holland 
dismissed lis Trench governor, and recalled its ancient stadt- 
holder. Bernadotte in the north, and Murat in the south, alone 
held their regal stations by joining the allies against .Napo- 
leon. The king of Naples advanced in concert with (he Aus- 
trians against the prince Eugene, and aided in expelling the 
French from Italy. The emperor himself now set free the 
pope and Ferdinand of Spain, both to retake possession of their 
dominions. The English, under Wellington, had already 
driven the French to the north of the Pyrenees. 

In the mean time, the victorious sovereigns at Francfort 
answered the demand for peace made by Napoleon. They 
offered him France, imperial France, with the Rhine for its 
boundary. Not to have accepted this fair, this generous offer, 
was madness. Even if lie intended to renew the struggle at 
another time, he should have closed with sneh on offer, that 
left him Mayence, Antwerp, France, and years to recruit his 
exhausted resources. Pride ami honor belli lorbade; he could 
not bear the idea of rem 7 ■■riair ilio realm less than he had re- 
ceived It from -the repoboe, whose unextinguished u 
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might well call him to account. In addition to this, lie pos- 
sessor! that character, so common, of a hard bargainer, and 
earned his pretensions for beyond cither rig-lit or reason, nay, 
believed in their justice. In answer to the offer of the allies, 
lie declaimed against the maritime superiority and laws of 
England, and called on her to ahate them, precisely as if the 
balance of victory was reversed. But fortune had spoiled 
him. His faculties [/.ve oiimI. incept his military talents) had 
been developed in prosperity, and could not suit themselves to 
the hard laws of misfortune. 

Yet his enemies were not e;niinod to the land beyond the 
Rhine. The old royalists stirred in the provinces ; the repub- 
licans in the capita: 1 . The constitutionalists of the first national 
assembly began to raise their heads, and build hopes of seeing 
a representative government or a restoration of the Bourbons. 
This party, to Napoleon's astonishment, displayed itself in his 
legislative body. Five of its members, intrusted with the 
drawing up of an address, ventured to speak of the liberty of 
the subject; of the necessity of accepting peace, and being 
contented with the frontier of the Rhine, containing a terri- 
tory more extensive than the imcie.it monarchy. This last 
allusion excited all the indignation of the emperor; he called 
the members factious men, sold to England ; accused them of 
talking of liberty when national independence was at stake; 
and concluded by dissolving the assembly and shutting up its 
hall of meeting-. Here again a Machiavel would have acted 
otherwise ; he would have given fifir words and promises, in 
order to rally the nation to his person and cause. Certainly, 
towards this close of his career we find the character of Napo- 
leon develop itself as sincere, headlong, and impassioned, rather 
than perfidious or cold. It even tempts one to revise that 
opinion of his profound selfishness, which the conduct of his 
earlier life suggests. 

Meantime the garrisons left in the fortresses of Germany 
surrendered one by one, and the allies had made preparations 
to pass the Rhine. Dearly were the French to pay the loss 
of that neutrality of Switzerland,- which they had set the ex- 
ample of breaking. The Austrians now marched through 
this country upon a part of France undefended by fortresses, 
and turned, as it were, the flank of the Rhine; Blueher crossed 
the river; Bulow still more north; whilst Wellington ad- 
vanced from the Pyrenees. Napoleon was menaced in Paris 
with the same fate that had attended him at. Leipzig: but he 
resolved to make a lion's rh.nt of it : the memory of the great 
Frederick and his reverses cheered him. After intrusting his 
empress and her infant sou to the national guards of his capi- 
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til, Napoleon left this city for his forlorn campaign, on ilie 
25th of January. 

Schwartzenlwrg, having inui-cliee Ik-oiigh Upper Burgun- 
dy, had come upon the Seine ; the course of which he pursued 
towards Paris. Blucher from Maycnce, passing the Vosges, 
hud reached the Marne. Betwixt these two rivers lay the 
chief force of the attack, amounting to 150,000 men. Napo 
loon could not muskT lnHi'tliH number; and few, very lew, 
could be called soldiers, at least as yet. Advancing from 
Chalons, the emperor throwing liimse.f betwixt Schwartzen- 
berg and Blucher, directed, as usual, his first blow against the 
latter. The Prussian commander occupied Brienne, the scene 
of Napoleon's school-days: he was oven at dinner in the cas- 
tle when the French drove in his outposts. Key commanded 
them. They took the chateau ; but Blucher, having had time 
tu escape, rallied his men, and directed them again upon the 
town, which was disputed warmly : the French were obliged 
to tiimw shells into it to dislodge the Prussians, who, it seems, 
could not overcome the ofel iiut<! dctertuci's of the chateau. 
Lelebvre Desnouettea, leading the cavalry of the guard, fell 
severely wounded in the 'ml In- ; whilst. .Napoleon himself ex- 
changed blows with the foe, and was obliged to parry the 
lances of the Cossacks. Blucher was driven back at length, 
but not routed, rallying |. (i u portion behind Brienne, called 
J, a Rotbicre, where, in the space of a day, he was certain of 
being supported by the army of Schwartzenberg. 

Tiiis junction, which Napoleon had fought the battle of 
Brienne to prevent, now took place; and Blucher and Schwartz- 
eiihen; attacked the French in turn, on the 1st of February, 
with vast superiority offeree. Alexander and Frederic Wil- 
liam were both present to encourage their army. Attacked 
along their whole line, the French stood their ground, al- 
thouL'h it required all the cltorts of tlie generals to keep the 
young soldiers firm before such innumerable masses. Still 
towards evening the Russians in the centre wavered, when a 
charge of Blucher's secured the advantage. The French 
wings, especially that under Gerard, resisted heroically, cov- 
ering the retreat, which was effected in the night. A great 
quantity of cannon and prisoners were abandoned. Such was 
it of the ci —" 



Bhielicr now was all eager to push on to Paris. Being 
joined by two fresh divisions, he separated from Schwartzen 
berg and the Austrians, tardy in their advance both from char- 
acter and from policy. The emperor Francis still wished not 
t.n annihilate Napoleon's power; and under his influence (he 
congress of Chatillon opened, to make another attempt at np 
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gotiation, whilst Blucher persisted in advancing along' the 
Maine. Napoleon, with his eye tin tin: Prussians, sunt C;m- 
laincourt to the congress assembled now at Chatillon. In 
these openings towards accommodation, some new {(loams of 
hope ever occurred to distract the emperor from a sense of his 
forlorn condition. Biucher's rash advance now inspired him 
with the plan of snrjir.sjnj; and defeating the Prussians. The 
idea took possession of him ; and so full was he of it that he 
refused to sanction lln! carte blanche to treat, which ft few days 
previously he had given to Caidaincourt. The allies now, 
indeed, rose in their demands, and refused to leave even Bel- 
gium to France, insisting that she should retire within her 
ancient limits. It was a dire disgrace, a hard necessity, that 
could have wrung the proud heart of Napoleon to yield this. 
But still he Imply would have consented to it, but for the 
hope that Biucher's rash advance offered. The Prussian 
general was thus unwittingly, and by his imprudence as much 
as his sagacity, the ruin of his sworn foe. Bent on defeating 
Blucher, Napoleon, on the 9th of February, refused to ap- 
prove of the conditions sent to him from Chatillou by Caulain- 
court ; and thus nailing up the postern of safety, till then left 
open for him, he resolved to sally to the point, to conquer or 
to fall. 

He now abandoned even the important town of Troyes, in 
Order to his projref ; ;ind transferring his iiriny by cross roads 
and forced inarches from the Seine to the Marne, he sur- 
prised the Hank of Blucher, as that general was marching in 
all boldness upon Paris, confident that the day .of La Rothiere 
had heen the last serious effort of the French. In this he was 
severely disappointed. Napoleon fell upon his centre at 
Clmmpaubert, composed of Russians ; defeated, routed it, and 
took a great number of prisoners arid cannon. The van, under 
Sacken, was thus cut off from its rear, under Blucher. Na- 
poleon, losing not a moment, came up with the former at 
Moiittnirail, and gained a victory over it eipiFilly decisive. 
It was thus, that Bieeher, by Ins rashness, lost two thirds of 
his army: he redeemed the blunder, however, by the obsti- 
nacy with which, at the head of the remaining third, he re- 
treated before Napoleon, until the advance of the Anstrians 
on the side of the Sei:ie recalled the emperor. The success 
of Montmirail, — the dispatch of captured Prussians, Russians, 
and their cannon to Paris, now elated Napoleon. Even 
after the first advantage of Champaubert, he had written k 
his plenipotentiaries at Chatillon to take a prouder attitude 
Now, as he approached the Austrians, an officer of their army 
advanced to propose an armistice, and press file acceptance ot 
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the conditions of Chatillon. Napoletn, victorious, returnee 
tor answer, that lie was willing to necede tu those of Frano 
fort; but Belgium he would net cede. "Recollect," said he, 
"that I am nearer to Munich thmi my toes to Paris." 

Now took pla.cc the combat of Mun'.rreaii. Schwartzen- 
berg's advanced guard of Austrian and Wirtemburg troops 
occupied it, and defended a position in advance of the bridge. 
On the 17th they were driven from this; but Victor, duke de 
Bellune, rendered inactive by aw. or by the loss of his son- 
in-law, a general officer slain in the morning, failed to sup- 
port the attack of the bridge. It was carried indeed on the 
following day, and the Austrians defeated, but no longer with 
that decisive victory on the part of the French that Napoleon 
had anticipated, lie was grievously offended with Victor for 
his remissness, and deprived him of his command, which he 
gave to Gerard. Victor confessed his fault, and was generous 
enough not to desert or retort upon his master in the decline 
of bis fortune. "I will take a musket," said the marshal, 
distressed even to tears. Napoleon himself was touched by 
the appeal: he embraced his lieutenant, and gave him another 
command. 

Austria made a last ellbrt to bring the French emperor to 
listen to the terms of his allies. Here, as ever, the late 
gleam of success had intervened to dazzle Napoleon's eyes, 
and to render him blind to the force and the danger that 
menaced him. He well knew that without the consent of 
Austria the allies could not expel him from the throne in or- 
der to re-establish the Bourbons. The princes of that bouse 
were still on the alert; two of them on French soil. Had 
Austria, declared boldly to .Niipoleon, " Succumb, or I support 
the Bourbons," lie might have yielded. But prince Lichten- 
stein, now the envoy from the emperor Francis, refrained 
from using such rude and salutary language. On the con- 
trary, respecting the feelings of Bonaparte, he professed, on 
the part of his master, that Austria had no intention of ad- 
mitting a change of dynasty in France. Relying on the frail 
reed of this promise, the emperor argued, " What then can I 
lose by holding out'! Even if fully victorious, they cannot re- 
duce Prance to less dimensions than l.hey now propose ; and 
my father-in-law will not uphold the Bourbons against me." 
"Twas thus that the courtly forbearance — for it could not be 
insidiousness — of Lichtenstein lulled Napoleon to his destruc- 
tion. Relying on Austria, he now braved even the opinions 
of his councii, who besouyhl. him to imcept. the conditions of 
peace. He objected to their severity. "The peace," ob- 
served some one. " will he good enough, if it. is time enough. 
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—'■ It must come tu;i soon, if it bring disgrace," was the em 
peror's reply. 

On the 2: Id i)l February ,'l:<: Frrnrh. iul!i,wu>g up the ad 
vantage of Montereau, re-entered Troves. Some royalists 
kul displayed their opinions in this town: one unfortunate 
gentleman was executed on ihis account. .At Troyes came 
another flag of truce from tlie Austrians, wishing to establish 
an armistice. Napoleon would not hear of any that did not 
extend upon (.ho whole line. The emperor, in holding out so 
obstinately, seemed to forgot how inexhaustible were the 
forces of his numerous enemies. He soon had a prootl 
Blucher, the beaten Bhichor. appeared Irs the field again with 
a. fresh army of 100,000 men, made up of reinforcements and 
reserves. He pressed Schwartzenberg to join him in giving 
battle: the Austrians persisted in retreating. Blucher then, 
with unexampled hardihood, resolved to renew the very at- 
tempt which had proved so destructive U> him, viz. to advance 
again towards the capital. He now chose another road, and 
other allies. Leaving Schwartxenberg and his Austrian* to 
operate by themselves to the south of Paris, Blucher crossed 
the Marne, and drew near to 1.1:0 T'rossiao rmil .Russian army 
of Bulow and Winzingerode. With these he hoped to force 
his way towards the French capital, northward of the Marne. 

Against lids new inaju.vm re Aapolecn was cai:cd to pro- 
vide. Blucher had already overpowered Marmont on the 
road to Meaux. Leaving what troops ho could spare under 
Maedonald and Oudinot, to make head against Schwartzen- 
berg, the emperor now marched across the Marne, hoping 
once more to surprise Blucher. The Prussian, more wary 
this time, retreated opportunely to Soissons, which the Rus- 
sians had already listen. INa.polcon crossed the Aisne after 
them, and came up with the Russians, who occupied the 
heights of Craonnc. The battle was fought on the morrow 
the 6th of March. The Russians held their ground against 
the most furiou3 and valiant attacks the entire of the day 
and then retreated in good order to Laon, where the Prus- 
sians united with them. The result, however it may claim 
to be called' victory, was, in Xapoleon's critical situation, a 
defeat. He had lost thousands henceforth irreparable, and 
had merely repulsed the foe. Blucher, by adopling Ihis mode 
of warfare, which had so well succeeded with the English in 
Portugal and Spain, viz. taking up positions on eminences, 
s.nd there awaiting the attack, now paralyzed all the efforts 
of his impetuous foe. Another battle, similar to Craonne, 
took place not far from it, at Laon, three days after. Blucher 
observed the same steady defensive plan. From high ground 
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ne defied an enemy obliged to mount to the assault The 
:i.iliiir was destined to be more serious thuci a drawn battle or a 
check. Mirmont, coirr.iiiL;idin<r 1.1 lg French left, advanced too 
far, was surprised by Blucher in the night or morning after 
the battle, and his whole wing routed and destroyed. 

Here vanished Xapol eon's- last hupes of superiority and re- 
trieval. He instantly dispatched word to Caulaincourt to 
treat on any terms with the allies; but the message arrived 
too late. Austria, ov a r.ront; included on the 1st of March 
had agreed to join the allies in inexorable war with Napoleon, 
should he not consent to their conditions; and the negotiation; 
were closed. Nevertheless Schwartzenberg proposed to re- 
treat. Was it fear or policy 1 Whichever it might have been, 
the declarations of the rest of the allies, especially of lord 
Castlereagh, who spoke of even stopping the promised sub- 
tidies, compelled Hcliwartzenberg to resume the offensive; 
and the French were on all sides driven back upon their 

Disasters now thickened upon the doomed Napoleon, — 
doomed indeed by his own obstinacy as much as by fate. The 
riii.:i-c~si.s.s lit' Wellington enabled Bourdeaux to display its 
royalism, and attachment to the Bourbons. No sea-port could 
possibly be well affected to the imperial rule, which had an- 
nihilated commerce. The cry of royalism was answered in 
the capital ; not, indeed, in the streets or nmonost the bur- 
gesses, as in Bourdeaux: it was there raised by some in- 
triguing statesmen of tbs revolution, joined to the ancient 
noblesse. Talleyrand conducted it. That sagacious poli- 
tician had grasped at the first chance of overthrowing iiim 
whom he rightly considered as a despot, and of establishing a 
constitutional government under the Bourbons. These 
princes had long been in correspondence with this party, and 
had approved its alliance with those of its followers more 
blindly devoted to royalism. Intimations conveyed from this 
knot of conspirators, — if" those who aim but at a worthy end 
can be called such, — emboldened the sovereigns not only to 
advance upon Paris, but to espouse the cause of the Bourbons. 
The sovereigns, who had no wish to excite a national war, 
were glad to grasp at any expedient that offered security and 
speedy peace; anil the appearance of a strong and influential 
party, publicly calling for the return of their ancient sove- 
reigns, presented at once the means of arriving at these ad- 
vantages, The leanings of Au.-ilriii in linov of the wife and 
!l,mily of Napoleon were thus overcome, and the vague incli 
s '.irns of Alexander fixed in favor of the long-exiled racp 
^f French monarchs. 
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III the Tiii-iin time lionaparte. Like the stag at hay, had turn- 
ed from Blucher to Schwartzenberg ; who, in his absence, 
had recovered tin; Emiiml lost subsequent to the affair of 
Montereau. The emperor, to check him, fought his last 
battle on the 20th of March, at Arc is, where his troops, 
wearied and disheartened, at length gave up, and lost their 
long- supported energy and victory together. Naught seemed 
to remain but a retreat into Paris. That capital was the idol 
of Napoleon : it supplied the place of mistress to him: he 
loved, adorned, prided in it; lavished there his flattery, his 
treasures; courted it with pomp and magnificence, and even 
with the honeyed falsehoods of ihe Monitew. At the same 
time lie was an imperious lover; allowing to the object of his 
affection scant of liberty, and demanding the fullest return of 
obsequiousness and devotion. In all his victories he thought 
of Paris, and the chief use made of his spoil was to embel- 
lish it. Before its eyes had been displayed all his triumphs, 
all his grandeur. To return to it ruined, and bankrupt even 
in hope, was, too much as yet for his pride ; though misfortune 
subsequently endowed him with the apathy requisite. Na- 
poleon, from these feelings, or from military views more pro- 
found, now refused to retreat to his capital, but resolved to 
fling himself in the rear of hi* enemies, fli.ll upon their strag- 
gling parties, cut off their communications, and detract l.bem, 
if possible, from Paris. lie liked the confusion consequent 
upon these audacious and anomalous manoeuvres, which dis- 
turbed his enemies in their plans and calculations, and which 
afforded him the best chance of advantage. Sallying there- 
fore eastward, betwixt the Aube and Marne, Napoleon reach- 
ed St. Dizier with a portion of his army. The divisions of 
Mortier and Marmont were ordered to join him ; but these, 
intercepted hy the allies, who did not allow their advance on 
Paris to he interrupted, were driven back upon the capital. 

On Sunday, the 27th of March, the inhabitants heard the 
sound of war approack The roar of cannon was in the di- 
rection of Meaux ; and these portents were followed by the 
marshalling of national guards, the crowding in of frighted 
peasants, wounded and Straggling soldiers. The gay bou- 
levards were soon converted into a long bivonac. Terror and 
incertitude were in most countenances, indinnant sorrow in 
some, joy in few. Marshals Marmont and Mortier had post- 
ed their scanty force round Paris, and scarcely removed from 
its frail walls, except where the heights of Montmartrc and 
BelleviSlc and the castle of Vineennes offered advanlijfes of 
ground or support. Within the walls Joseph Bonaparte held 
the command. The empress, an amiable and affectionate 
III.— 18 
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wife, was not 8 heroine, and now fled with her son from the 

uiennceil senne of strife. The boy, it is said, showed extreme 
reluctance to depart. Joseph, on ii is purl, showed a degree 
of confidence. It was hoped that the enemy were not in 
force, that Napoleon might arrive with aid. Prolonged de- 
fence was impossible; and a firm attitude was preserved 
merely lest any advantages, that time or the emperor could 
i 1 1- j r ! lj. , riiifrht be losL 

(In (.he ;.!(l!.li I In: allied troops cimniicr.eoii the; attack of the 
several heights; tut, the Prussians not having come up ill 
sufficient force on the right, the brunt of the battle was on 
the heights of Belleville and at Pantin, where the small 
number of French made a gallant resistance, but were, in 
the end, overpowered. The young pupils of the Polytechnic 
school plied the guns; and many perished in this their first 
essay of arms. From the very first the sovereigns had prof- 
fered to spare the city hy capitulation: it was now accepted 
by Marmont, who had received permission of Joseph te tins 
effect. After the order that, prince had fled. On the last day 
of March the emperor of Russia and king of 1'rilssia entered 
Paris in triumph at the ho;:d of their Irenes, welcomed with 
all the outward appearance of joy by the Parisians, who thus 
affected to gloss over defeat even in their own eyes. The 
views of the monarchs were sufficiently evinced by their 
dining with Till ley mini on 1 hat day. Caulaincourt, who ar- 
rived from Napoleon, was obliged to wait for an answer. 

That rejected child of fortune had found at St. Dizier that 
his eccentric march hud failed in diverting the allies from 
their march upon the capital. He had made the great blun- 
der of supposing that those ^enen.-s, who fought to the Ut- 
most whilst under his eye, or dreading his censure, were 
likely to exert themselves lor victory when defeat Would for 
ever deliver them from an imperious and unfortunate master. 
Napoleon bent his s-'eps hack towards the capital by Troyes, 
and the main road of Fontainbleau. He had already passed 
that town, when he encountered, on (he evening of the l.illth, 
some of the troops of Marmont, retiring hy virtue of the 
capitulation. He could scarcely credit the tidings. Joseph's 
flight, Marmont's surrender, seemed inexplicable to him. 
He persisted in advancing; and it was only by persuasion, 
almost amounting to force, that he was made to believe in the 
loss of his capital, and to return to Fontainbleau: from hence 
ho dispatched Caulaincourt to Paris. 

The partisans of the house of Bourbon now openly assum- 
ed the white cockade, ami puraded I in; streets. They were 
oliserved in silence by the population. But Uie allied troopi 
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tacitly declared more than their tolerance of thti* signs, by 
displaying white bands upon their arms ; for which, indeed, 
another origin was assigned. It became incumbent, how- 
ever, even upon the humblest c its /.en to come to a decision. 
The old revolutionary bands again were mustering. The 
enlightened classes ii.l[ rallied by degrees to the cause of mcn- 
archy, and the citizens wore fully alive to the Imperial des. 
potism. A proclamation of the comte d'Artois, brother of 
Louis XVIII., was therefore read, and received with favor 
The novelty of royalism gained many proselytes on one hand, 
whilst its antiquity commanded others. These scattered sen- 
timents communicated, spread like a ilame ; and in not very 
many hours the Bourbons, lately unknown and uncared for by 
tins Parisians, were hailed and expected as the saviors and 
legitimate rulers of France. 

Popular feeling was thus brought round to the desired 
point ; and the sovereigns, the emperor of Austria by a sin- 
gular chance being absent, some of the operations of war 
having thrown him back upon J.yons, declared their deter- 
ruination not to treat with Napoleon. Talleyrand convoked 
the conservative somite, loose lo;;is!iil iv e pi]]ijn?la of Napoleon, 
and by their votes proceeded to enumerate all the faults and 
illegalities of the emperor, concluding from such premises 
to bis rbriciture of the crown. A pros' is ion ill government 
was then appointed, of which Talleyrand himself was the 
chief; and thus, master of the machinery of government, as 
well as of the cars of Alcxiimior and iiis ministers, this sa- 
gacious politician disposed events into the channel where he 
wished them to flow. 

Bonaparte, learning the color of events, and the proclama- 
tion of the sovereigns, which refined to treat with him, now 
meditated asserting once more his rights by the sword. He 
reviewed his troops, harangued thorn, and moved them on 
towards Paris. But his marshals dissuaded from this despe- 
rate resolve, which they refused to support; and some even 
told him that he was no longer emperor. It was then that he 
drew up a declaration, stating that as "he was the sole ob- 
stacle to the peace of Prance, he was willing to remove that 
obstacle — to depart— to resign his crown, nay, his lite, if re- 
quired, leaving his succession open to his son, anil the regency 
to the empress. There was some hesitation Jn Paris as to the 
aeeep h .a:ion or refusal of this act. To tin; last, the hopes of 
the Bourbons depended upon a hair. But Talleyrand had 
taken his measures. Marniont declared li is adhesion to the 
provisional government, — in other words, to Talleyrand,- 
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and answered for his corps, which he afterwards conducted 
within the allied lines. Here expired the dynasty of Nupo- 
leon. as his personal reign had been already terminated. His 
imrsliiilr, ollii-'t')'^. and trionds c.r^rUM liim one by one, from 
Dertliier, prince of Neufehatel, down to the mameluke Rus- 
tan. There remained merely to go through the ceremony 
of signing tlie unconditional abdication, which with reluc- 
tance, and not without moving appeals to the officers yet 
present, to aid him to support another struggle, he consum- 
mated on the 11th rf April, 1814, 
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